
IS THAT IN THE BIBLE? 

LESSON 3: ELISHA’S HEALING BONES 
The Spirit of God has power over death. 

 

TOPICS 
God’s Power, God’s Spirit, Elisha, Prophets 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
Buried Bones (Activity)  

OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 

MEMORY WORK (10 minutes) 
“God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by 
grace you have been saved.” Ephesians 2:5 NIV 

To prepare, write 3-5 words on a single piece of paper until the verse is complete. Then give 
volunteers a piece of paper and help them stand in order so the verse can be read by the rest of 
the class. After reading, exclaim, “Scramble!” and the volunteers will hustle to move into a 
different spot. Then the class will work together to once again put the words back in the right 
order and recite them together. For the next round, ask a volunteer to sit down before 
exclaiming, “Scramble!” Then the class will work together to put the verse back together with 
fewer words. Continue this process until there are no words left (and all the volunteers are 
seated with the class) and the verses can be recited from memory. 

SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
Today we are learning about another strange situation in the Bible. Elisha was a prophet, or 
messenger, of God whose life was marked by many special circumstances. One particular 
circumstance, however, involved Elisha after he had died! We’ll begin by reading a little bit 
about Elisha to better understand how this unique situation was even possible. 

Read 1 Kings 19:19-21, 2 Kings 2:9-15, 13:20-21 (Elisha’s calling, service, and death.) 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Who calls Elisha into the service of the Lord? How? (Elijah – by throwing his cloak around 
Elisha’s shoulders.) 
2. How does Elisha respond? (He says goodbye to his parents, burns the plowing equipment, 
and slaughters the oxen so he can begin a new life as a prophet.) 
3. What does Elisha request before Elijah is taken to heaven? (For a double portion of Elijah’s 
spirit.) 
4. How does Elijah respond? (He says Elisha’s request will be fulfilled if he sees Elijah when he 
is taken.) 
5. What happens? (Elijah is taken by a whirlwind to heaven, Elisha sees it happen and tears his 
garment, and then he picks up Elijah’s cloak.) 
6. What first sign did Elisha perform as a prophet? (He touches the Jordan river with Elijah’s 
cloak and the river splits in two so he can cross.) 



7. How do the other prophets respond? (They meet Elisha and bow to him because they 
recognize that he is God’s chosen prophet.) 
8. What happens after Elisha’s death? (Another dead man is thrown into his tomb, the dead 
man touches Elisha’s bones, and the man comes back to life!) 
9. Why/how does this happen? (Because God’s spirit was on Elisha and through His power the 
dead man came back to life.) 

Conclusion: This remarkable story about a man coming back to life after touching Elisha’s 
bones points us to Jesus’ resurrection in the New Testament. God’s power isn’t stopped by 
death! Even though we are spiritually dead because of our sins, God sent Jesus to die for us 
and pay the price for our sins. And, because Jesus was resurrected, we know that both Elisha 
and Jesus were given power by God. When we believe in Jesus and ask God to forgive us for 
our sins, we receive salvation. The power of the Holy Spirit then shows us how to obey God. So, 
God’s display through Elisha’s bones and Jesus’ resurrection proves that His word is true! 

CLASS EXERCISE (10 minutes) 
Back to Life (Object Lesson)  

ALTERNATE CLASS EXERCISE (10-15 minutes) 
Comic Strip Story: Elisha’s Healing Bones (Activity)  

APPLICATION (4 minutes) 
Bring a “trick” candle that can’t be blown out. Cut out a small circle from a piece of recycled 
cardboard (to protect your hand from melting wax), poke a small hole through the middle, and 
then slide the candle through the circle. Next, light the candle and tell the children that the Spirit 
of God is like the flame – it burns brightly and won’t go out. Then ask for a volunteer to attempt 
blowing out the candle. Encourage the class to remember that God’s Spirit and power will 
continue to shine even when they face trials and frustrations. 

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
 
 
IDEAS FOR MEMORIZING VERSES 
• MISSING WORDS: Read the verse together several times, then write the verse on the board. Say 

the verse together as a class, erase a word or two and say the verse again. Continue in this manner 
until the words are all erased. 

• BIBLE VERSE HANGMAN: With short verses play the "hangman" game. After one of the kids is 
able to say the verse correctly, have everyone look it up in their own Bibles. 

• READ, MEMORIZE, AND DISCUSS: Have the kids find the verse in their Bibles and read it several 
times out loud. Have them close their eyes and try to say the verse again. Discuss the meaning of 
this verse with the children. 

• SCRAMBLED: Give each child a slip of paper with the verse scrambled. Have the kids unscramble 
the verse and rewrite it the correct way. Treats can be given to all who get it right. 
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