
MINOR PROPHETS 

LESSON 7: ZECHARIAH 
The children will learn that God gives us hope through the prophets, His word, and 
Jesus! 
 

TOPICS 
Zechariah, Minor Prophets, God’s Promises 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10-15 minutes) 
Minor Prophets Crossword (Puzzle)  

OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 

MEMORY WORK (10 minutes) 
“‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘And I will return to you.’” Zechariah 1:3b 

Write the verse on a white board and read it to the class. Then read the verse with a funny 
voice, such an accent. Invite volunteers to read it with another funny voice, such as high, low, 
etc. Lastly, read the verse with the entire class before moving on to the lesson. 

SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
Zechariah lived 500 years before Jesus’ birth, yet He had a lot to say about the coming 
Messiah. God gave Zechariah a message of hope and perseverance because He was about to 
rescue His people and bless them once again. We will learn how Zechariah’s message gave 
hope to God’s people and why we also have hope today! 

Read Zechariah 1:12-17, 9:9-10, 12:10, 13:7-9, 14:9 (God comforts, Jesus comes.) 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How long has the Lord been angry with His people? (70 years) 
2. What is His response to the angel? (That He is “jealous” for His people and now He’s angry 
with the “nations that feel secure” who went “too far with the punishment.”) 
3. What does God say will happen? (That the temple will be rebuilt, Jerusalem will be 
prosperous again, and He will comfort His people.) 
4. What are some signs of the coming King? (Righteousness, victory, humility, riding on a 
donkey foal, proclaiming peace, ruling over all the earth.) 
5. Who is this King? (Jesus!) 
6. What kind of spirit will God give all of Jerusalem? (A spirit of grace and supplication.) 
7. Who is “the one they have pierced?” (Jesus.) 
8. Who is the Shepherd? (Jesus.) 
9. What will happen to His sheep/followers? (They will be scattered.) 
10. How many will be left? (One-third.) 
11. What glorious promise has been made to us? (That Jesus will be King over the whole earth 
and His name will be the only name!) 



Conclusion: Zechariah told God’s people that Jesus, the Messiah, was coming! Jesus is “the 
one we have pierced,” and our King and Shepherd. And, even though He has already lived on 
earth, we can look forward to His future reign on earth as the one and only King. Zechariah’s 
message teaches us that while we face disaster and judgment here on earth, one day God will 
restore the whole earth to Him. And that is a wonderful hope! 

CLASS EXERCISE (10 minutes) 
Minor Prophets Timeline (Craft)  

ALTERNATE CLASS EXERCISE (10-15 minutes) 
Zechariah’s Visions (Activity)  

APPLICATION (5 minutes) 
Bring a small magnifying glass along with a few items to view (such as a leaf, coin, rock, etc). 
Hold each item behind the glass at a distance where it is blurry and harder to identify. Ask the 
children to describe what they see. Then move the glass closer to the objects to magnify them. 
Ask prompting questions like, “Does it look like what you expected?” and “What is surprising 
about seeing it up close?” Help the children understand that learning about Biblical visions, such 
as Zechariah’s visions, can make us ask the same questions. Things like a woman in a basket 
and a flying scroll seem odd and surprising to us. Next, remove the magnifying glass so the 
objects are clear. Explain to the class that one day God will give us the understanding we need 
even though we may feel right now that we are looking through a blurry magnifying glass. We 
can trust that God will show us His true plan of salvation for mankind, which started when He 
sent Jesus to die for our sins. 

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
 
 
IDEAS FOR MEMORIZING VERSES 
• MISSING WORDS: Read the verse together several times, then write the verse on the board. Say 

the verse together as a class, erase a word or two and say the verse again. Continue in this manner 
until the words are all erased. 

• BIBLE VERSE HANGMAN: With short verses play the "hangman" game. After one of the kids is 
able to say the verse correctly, have everyone look it up in their own Bibles. 

• READ, MEMORIZE, AND DISCUSS: Have the kids find the verse in their Bibles and read it several 
times out loud. Have them close their eyes and try to say the verse again. Discuss the meaning of 
this verse with the children. 

• SCRAMBLED: Give each child a slip of paper with the verse scrambled. Have the kids unscramble 
the verse and rewrite it the correct way. Treats can be given to all who get it right. 
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