
Bible Study July 27, 2022 
ROMANS 13 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

 

What is the dispensation of Human Government? 

John 17:14-18 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of 
the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 

ROMAN EMPEORS DURING NEW TESTAMENT TIMES 
Augustus (27 B.C.—A.D. 14), under whom occurred the birth of Jesus, the census 

connected with his birth, and the beginning of emperor worship. 
Tiberius (A.D. 14-37), under whom Jesus publicly ministered and died. 
Caligula (A.D. 37-41), who demanded worship of himself and ordered his statue 

placed in the temple at Jerusalem, but who died before the order was 
carried out. 

Claudius (A.D. 41-54), who expelled Jewish residents from Rome, among them Aquila 
and Priscilla (Acts 18:2), for civil disturbance. 

Nero (A.D. 54-68), who persecuted Christians, probably only in Rome, and 
under whom Peter and Paul were martyred. 

Vespasian (A.D. 69-79), who as a general began to crush a Jewish revolt, returned to 
Rome to become emperor, and left completion of the military task to his son 
Titus, whose army destroyed Jerusalem and the temple there in A.D. 70. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/dispensation-of-Human-Government.html


 

Submission to the Authorities 

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  

Are there times when we should not 
obey the government? We should never 
allow the government to force us to 
disobey God. Jesus and his apostles 
never disobeyed the government for 
personal reasons; when they 
disobeyed, it was in order to follow 
God's higher law. Their disobedience 
was not cheap: They were threatened, 
beaten, thrown into jail, tortured, or 
executed for their convictions. Like 
them, if we are compelled to disobey, 
we must be ready to accept the 
consequences. 

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 

John 19:10-11 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I 
have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You 
would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore 
he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is 
God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 

Wittingly or unwittingly, people in authority are God's servants. They are allowed their positions in 
order to do good. When authorities are unjust, however, upright people are afraid. When 
authorities are just, people who are doing what is right have nothing to fear. This provides our 
principal motivation to pray for our leaders. Praying for those in authority over us will also mean 
that we will watch them closely. If we pray diligently for our leaders, we will be functioning as 
God's sentinels. 

 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of 
God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes 
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed. 



Mark 12:13-17 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to 
trap him in his talk. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true 
and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly 
teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or 
should we not?” But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? 
Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” And they brought one. And he said to them, 
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them, 
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And 
they marveled at him. 

 

 

Fulfilling the Law Through Love 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.  

Why is love for others an obligation? We are permanently in debt to Christ for the lavish love and 
grace he has poured out on us. The only way we can even begin to repay this debt is by showing 
the same kind of lavish love and grace to others. Because Christ's love will always be infinitely 
greater than ours, we will always have the obligation to keep repaying that love to others the best 
we can. 

9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Somehow many have gotten the idea that self-love is wrong. But if this were the case, loving our 
neighbors as ourselves would be pointless. Self-love can be healthy and godly. Even if you have 
low self-esteem, you probably don't willingly let yourself go hungry. You take care of your body 
and may even exercise. You clothe yourself reasonably well. You make sure to have a roof over 
your head. You try not to let yourself be cheated or injured. And you get angry if someone tries to 
ruin your marriage or a close friendship. This is the kind of love we need to have for our neighbors. 
Do we see that others are fed, clothed, and housed as well as they can be? Are we concerned 
about issues of social justice? Loving others as ourselves means actively working to see that their 
needs are met. Interestingly, people who focus on others rather than on themselves rarely suffer 
from low self-esteem. 

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Christians must obey the law of love, which supersedes both religious and civil laws. How easy it 
is to excuse our indifference to others merely because we have no legal obligation to help them, 
and even to justify harming them if our actions are technically legal! But Jesus does not leave 
loopholes in the law of love. Whenever love demands it, we are to go beyond human legal 
requirements and imitate the God of love. (For more on this law of love, see James 2:8-9; 4:11; 
and 1 Peter 2:16-17.) 

“A Christian is to be a good citizen. Until being a good citizen means being a bad 
Christian.” – Skip Heitzig 



11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day 
is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let 
us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 
and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Christians understand Romans 13 in different ways. All Christians agree that we are to live at 
peace with the state as long as the state allows us to live by our religious convictions. For 
centuries, however, there have been at least three interpretations for how to do this: 

(1) Some Christians believe that the state is so corrupt that Christians should have as little to do 
with it as possible. Although they should be good citizens as long as they can do so without 
compromising their beliefs, they should not work for the government, vote in elections, or serve in 
the military. 

(2) Others believe that God has given the state authority in certain areas and the church authority 
in others. Christians can be loyal to both and can work for either. They should not, however, 
confuse the two. In this view, church and state are concerned with two totally different spheres--
the spiritual and the physical--and thus complement each other but do not work together. 

(3) Still others believe that Christians have a responsibility to make the state better. They can do 
this politically, by electing Christian or other high-principled leaders. They can also do this morally, 
by serving as an influence for good in society. In this view, church and state ideally work together 
for the good of all. 

None of these views advocate rebelling against or refusing to obey the government's laws or 
regulations unless those laws clearly require the believer to violate the moral standards revealed 
by God. Wherever we find ourselves, we must be responsible citizens as well as responsible 
Christians. 

The "night" is the present evil time. The "day" is the time of Christ's return. Some people are 
surprised that Paul lists quarreling and jealousy with the gross and obvious sins of drunkenness 
and sexual promiscuity. Like Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Paul considers 
attitudes as important as actions. Just as hatred leads to murder, so jealousy leads to strife and 
lust to adultery. When Christ returns, he wants to find his people clean on the inside as well as on 
the outside. 

How do we "clothe" ourselves "with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ"? (1) We identify with 
Christ by being baptized (Galatians 3:27). This shows our solidarity with other Christians and our 
affirmation of Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection. (2) We exemplify the qualities Jesus showed 
while he was here on earth (love, humility, truth, service). In a sense, we role-play what Jesus 
would do in the situations we face (see Ephesians 4:24-32; Colossians 3:10-17). (3) We must 
avoid those situations that open the door to gratifying sinful desires because that would make us 
poor examples of our commitment to live like Jesus. 


	Bible Study July 27, 2022
	What is the dispensation of Human Government?
	John 17:14-18 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of...
	Submission to the Authorities
	Mark 12:13-17 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearanc...
	Fulfilling the Law Through Love

	“A Christian is to be a good citizen. Until being a good citizen means being a bad Christian.” – Skip Heitzig

