
Bible Study July 13, 2022 
ROMANS 11 (AMPLIFIED VERSION) 

Israel Is Not Cast Away 

In this chapter Paul points out that not all Jews have rejected God's message of salvation. 
There are still a faithful few (11:5). Paul himself, after all, was a Jew, and so were Jesus' 
disciples and nearly all the early Christian missionaries. 

1 I say then, has God rejected and disowned His people? Certainly not! For I too am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected His 
[chosen] people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of 
Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  

Elijah was a great reforming prophet who challenged the northern kingdom of Israel to repent. 
(For more on Elijah, see his profile) 

God chose the Jews ("his own people, whom he chose") to be the people through whom the 
rest of the world could find salvation. But this did not mean that all Jewish people would be 
saved; only those who were faithful to God were considered true Jews (11:5). We are saved 
through faith in Christ, not because we are part of a nation, religion, or family. On whom or on 
what are you depending for salvation? 

3 “Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM 
LEFT [of the prophets], AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE.” 4 But what is God’s response to him? 
“I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.” 5 So 
too then, at the present time there has come to be a remnant [a small believing minority] 
according to God’s gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace [God’s unmerited favor], it is no 
longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace [it would not be a gift 
but a reward for works]. 

Do you think it's easier for God to love you when you're good? Do you secretly suspect that God 
chose you because you deserved it? Do you think some people's behavior is so bad that God 
couldn't possibly save them? If you ever think this way, you don't entirely understand that 
salvation is by grace, a free gift. It cannot be earned, in whole or in part; it can only be accepted 
with thankfulness and praise. 

7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking [that is, God’s favor by obedience 
to the Law], but the elect [those chosen few] obtained it, while the rest of them became 
hardened and callously indifferent;  

The fact that "the hearts of the rest were hardened" was God's confirmation of their own 
stubbornness, which removed their ability to see and hear and to turn from sin to repentance. 
Therefore, they would experience the consequences of their resistance to Jesus, the Messiah. 
Resisting God's offer of salvation through Jesus is like saying to him, Leave me alone! God's 
answer to that prayer might be to agree and, in fact, let the person alone, which would make him 



or her less sensitive to his voice. That is how the heart becomes hard. The very possibility of 
that happening ought to keep us asking God specifically for ears that really hear and eyes that 
really see--for openness and responsiveness to him. (For more on hard hearts, see the note on 
9:17-18.) 

8 just as it is written [in Scripture], 

“GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, 
EYES THAT DO NOT SEE AND EARS THAT DO NOT HEAR, 
[a spiritual apathy that has continued] TO THIS VERY DAY.” 

9 And David says, 

“LET THEIR TABLE (abundance) BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, 
A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 
10  
“LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED SO THAT THEY DO NOT SEE, 
AND MAKE THEIR BACKS BEND [under their burden] FOREVER.” 

These verses describe the punishment for hardened hearts predicted by the prophet Isaiah 
(Isaiah 6:9-13). If people refuse to listen to God's Good News, they will eventually be unable to 
hear and understand it. Paul saw this happening in the Jewish congregations he visited on his 
missionary journeys. Romans 11:8 is based on Deuteronomy 29:4 and Isaiah 29:10. Romans 
11:9-10 is from Psalm 69:22-23. 

11 So I say, have they stumbled so as to fall [to spiritual ruin]? Certainly not! But by their 
transgression [their rejection of the Messiah] salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make 
Israel jealous [when they realize what they have forfeited].  

Paul had a vision of a church where all Jewish and Gentile believers would be united in their 
love of God and obedience to Christ. While respecting God's law, this ideal church would look to 
Jesus Christ alone for salvation. A person's ethnic background and social status would be 
irrelevant (see Galatians 3:28). What mattered would be each person's faith in Christ. 

But Paul's vision has not yet been realized. Many Jewish people in Paul's day rejected the Good 
News. They depended on their heritage for salvation, and they did not have the heart of 
obedience that was so important to the Old Testament prophets and to Paul. Once Gentiles 
became dominant in many of the Christian churches, they began rejecting Jews and even 
persecuting them. Unfortunately, this practice has recurred through the centuries. 

True Christians should not persecute others. Both Gentiles and Jews have done so much to 
damage the cause of the God they claim to serve that Paul's vision often seems impossible to 
fulfill. Yet God chose the Jews, just as he chose the Gentiles, and he is still working to unite all 
believers so they become a new Israel, a new Jerusalem, ruled by his Son (see Ephesians 2:11-
22). 

12 Now if Israel’s transgression means riches for the world [at large] and their failure 
means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment and reinstatement be! 



13 But now I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 in the hope of somehow making my fellow 
countrymen jealous [by stirring them up so that they will seek the truth] and perhaps 
save some of them. 15 For if their [present] rejection [of salvation] is for the reconciliation 
of the world [to God], what will their acceptance [of salvation] be but [nothing less than] 
life from the dead?  

Paul was appointed as an apostle to the Gentiles. He reminded his Jewish brothers and sisters 
of this fact, hoping that they, too, would want to be saved. The Jews rejected God's offer, and 
thus Paul went straight to the Gentiles with the message of salvation. But when a Jew comes to 
Christ, there is great rejoicing, as if a person who has died has come back to life. 

16 If the first portion [of dough offered as the first fruits] is holy, so is the whole batch; 
and if the root (Abraham, the patriarchs) is holy, so are the branches (the Israelites). 

17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you [Gentiles], being like a wild olive 
shoot, were grafted in among them to share with them the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do 
not boast over the [broken] branches and exalt yourself at their expense. If you do boast 
and feel superior, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root that 
supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted 
in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand by your 
faith [as believers understanding the truth of Christ’s deity]. Do not be conceited, but 
[rather stand in great awe of God and] fear [Him]; 21 for if God did not spare the natural 
branches [because of unbelief], He will not spare you either. 22 Then appreciate the 
gracious kindness and the severity of God: to those who fell [into spiritual ruin], severity, 
but to you, God’s gracious kindness—if you continue in His kindness [by faith and 
obedience to Him]; otherwise you too will be cut off.  

"Continue to trust in his kindness" is a call to steadfast perseverance in faith. Steadfastness is a 
proof of the reality of faith and a by-product of salvation, not a means to it. 

23 And even they [the unbelieving Jews], if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be 
grafted in; for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from 
what is by nature a wild olive tree, and against nature were grafted into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much easier will it be to graft these who are the natural branches back into [the 
original parent stock of] their own olive tree? 

Speaking to Gentile Christians, Paul warned them not to feel superior because some Jews were 
rejected by God for rejecting Jesus. Abraham's faith is like the root of a productive tree, and the 
Jewish people are the tree's natural branches. Because of faithlessness, many of the Jews have 
been broken off, and Gentile believers, who were like branches from a wild olive tree, have been 
grafted in. Both Jews and Gentiles share the tree's nourishment based on faith in God; neither 
can rest on heritage or culture for salvation. 

25 I do not want you, believers, to be unaware of this mystery [God’s previously hidden 
plan]—so that you will not be wise in your own opinion—that a partial hardening has 
[temporarily] happened to Israel [to last] until the full number of the Gentiles has come 



in; 26 and so [at that time] all Israel [that is, all Jews who have a personal faith in Jesus as 
Messiah] will be saved; just as it is written [in Scripture], 

“THE DELIVERER (Messiah) WILL COME FROM ZION, 
HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” 
Some say the statement "and so all Israel will be saved" means that the majority of Jews in the 
final generation before Jesus Christ's return will turn to him for salvation. Others say that Paul is 
using the term Israel to refer to the spiritual nation of Israel, which is comprised of Jews and 
Gentiles who have received salvation through faith in Christ. Thus, "all Israel" (all believers) will 
receive God's promised gift of salvation. Still others say that "all Israel" means that Israel as a 
whole will have a role in Christ's future Kingdom. The Jews' identity as a people won't be 
discarded. God chose the nation of Israel, and he has never rejected it. He also chose the 
church, through Jesus Christ, and he will never reject it either. This does not mean, of course, 
that all Jews or all church members will be saved. It is possible to be Jewish or to belong to a 
church without ever responding to God in faith. But just because some people have rejected 
Christ does not mean that God stops working with either Israel or the church. He continues to 
offer salvation freely to all. 

27  
“THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, 
WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 

28 From the standpoint of the gospel, the Jews [at present] are enemies [of God] for your 
sake [which is for your benefit], but from the standpoint of God’s choice [of the Jews as 
His people], they are still loved by Him for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable [for He does not withdraw what He has given, nor does He 
change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace or to whom He sends His call]. 
30 Just as you once were disobedient and failed to listen to God, but have now obtained 
mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient so 
that they too may one day receive mercy because of the mercy shown to you. 32 For God 
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all [Jew and Gentile 
alike]. 

In this passage Paul shows how the Jews and the Gentiles benefit each other. Whenever God 
shows mercy to one group, the other shares the blessing. In God's original plan, the Jews would 
be the source of God's blessing to the Gentiles (see Genesis 12:3). When the Jews neglected 
this mission, God blessed the Gentiles anyway through the Jewish Messiah. He still maintained 
his love for the Jews because of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The privileges and 
invitation of God given to Israel will never be withdrawn. But someday all faithful Jews will share 
in God's mercy. God's plans will not be thwarted: He will "have mercy on everyone." (For a 
beautiful picture of Jews and Gentiles experiencing rich blessings, see Isaiah 60.) 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments and decisions and how unfathomable and untraceable are His ways! 34 For 
WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO HAS BEEN HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST 
GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT WOULD BE PAID BACK TO HIM? 36 For from Him [all things originate] and 
through Him [all things live and exist] and to Him are all things [directed]. To Him be 
glory and honor forever! Amen. 



The implication of these questions is that no one has fully understood the mind of the Lord. No 
one has been his counselor. And God owes nothing to any one of us. Isaiah and Jeremiah 
asked similar questions to show that we are unable to give advice to God or criticize his ways 
(Isaiah 40:13; Jeremiah 23:18). God alone is the possessor of absolute power and absolute 
wisdom. In the final analysis, every person is absolutely dependent on God. He is the source of 
all things, including us. He is the power that sustains and rules the world that we live in. And 
God works out all things to bring glory to himself. The all-powerful God deserves our gratitude 
and praise. 
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