
Bible Study May 25, 2022 
ROMANS 4 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

Check Your Account! 

Quick Recap: 

1. The whole world is guilty before a perfect and Holy God. 
The law of God has been written on their hearts and their conference. Romans 2:15 15 They 
show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them. [You don’t have to read 
the Bible to know that it’s wrong to go into an elementary school and shoot children] 

2. Romans 3:10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;  
3. Every sin you ever commit must be judged.  

Romans 2:6 6 He will render to each one according to his works 
4. The righteousness of God is a gift, by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:21-24 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

How are you saved? 

- I am Jew – My family is church going family. My daddy a pastor, or a deacon. I am 
an God-fearing, American 

- I am circumcised – I do religious things. I got baptized, take communion, give to 
the Poor 

- I obey the Law – I am a good person. I live more moral than most. 

You are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Who could be a credible example of this saved by faith? Abraham and David 
Abraham is seen as the Patriarch or Founding Father of the Jewish People 

 

Abraham Justified by Faith 

1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 

If it was by works then you could have God check you stats, to see that you definitely 
deserve righteousness.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 



 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness  

The Jews were proud to be descendants of Abraham. Paul uses Abraham as a good example of 
someone who was saved by faith. By emphasizing faith, Paul is not saying that God's law is 
unimportant (4:13) but that it is impossible to be saved simply by obeying it. 

 

Genesis 15:5-6 
5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if 
you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

- Believe: put trust in, have confidence in. 

Righteousness accounted was before the Jews, Abram has no children.  

4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to 
the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted as righteousness,  

If salvation is gained by working then you are getting your wage. It is not a gift. 

But if you didn’t work for it or earn it, then it is a gift.  

When some people learn that they are saved by God through faith, they start to worry. Do I have 
enough faith? They wonder: Is my faith strong enough to save me? Jesus offers us salvation as 
a gift because he loves us, not because we have earned it through our own efforts, no matter 
how powerful our faith. What, then, is the role of faith? Faith is believing and trusting in Jesus 
Christ and reaching out to accept his wonderful gift of salvation. 

6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness 
apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

David says in  

Psalm 32:1-2 
1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no deceit. 

What can we do to get rid of our guilt for the sins we have committed? King David was guilty of 
terrible sins--adultery, murder, lying--and yet he experienced the joy of forgiveness. 
 

If the sins are not counted/ charged to me. Then where did the sins go? They have to be judged 
and accounted for. 



- 2 Corinthians 5:21 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

- See it wasn’t just a transfer it was an exchange! God’s righteousness for my sin. 

 

Salvation is not because of your background or nation – Abram 
doesn’t have any children, there is no nation of Israel yet! 

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we 
say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to 
him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was 
circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that 
he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father 
of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to 
them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely 
circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had 
before he was circumcised. 

Circumcision was a sign to others and a personal seal, or certification, for the Jews that they 
were God's special people. The circumcision of all Jewish boys set the Jewish people apart 
from the nations who worshiped other gods; thus, it was a very important ceremony. God had 
given the blessing and the command for this ceremony to Abraham (Genesis 17:9-14). 

- The offspring of Abraham includes his physical and his faith-based Children. 
o Jews and Gentiles must all come to God by faith. 

 

Salvation is not because you do religious rituals. Abram wasn’t 
circumcised when God declared him in Chapter 15. Circumcision 

didn’t happen until Chapter 17! 

 

The Promise Realized Through Faith 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law 
brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,  

17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist.  

 



Salvation is not because of your good works according to the law 
– Abram was declared righteous over 430 years before the law 

came in Exodus and Leviticus? 

 

The promise (covenant) God gave Abraham stated that Abraham would be the father of many 
nations (Genesis 17:2-4) and that the entire world would be blessed through him (Genesis 
12:3). This promise was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus was from Abraham's line, and truly the 
whole world was and continues to be blessed through him. 

18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as 
he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No unbelief made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  

Abraham never doubted that God would fulfill his promise. Abraham's life was marked by 
mistakes, sins, and failures as well as by wisdom and goodness, but he consistently trusted 
God. His faith was strengthened by the obstacles he faced, and his life was an example of faith 
in action. But Abraham looked to God, obeyed him, and waited for God to fulfill his word. 

22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was 
counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted 
to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered 
up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

When we trust in Jesus Christ as Savior, an exchange takes place. We give Christ our sins, and 
he gives us his righteousness and forgiveness (see 2 Corinthians 5:21). There is nothing we can 
do to earn this. Only through Christ can we be made right in God's eyes. What an incredible 
bargain this is for us! But sadly, many still choose to pass up this gift and continue to live their 
own way, apart from God. 

 

Salvation is only received as a gift from God when we believe 
Jesus’ righteousness was given to use when He took our sins to 

the cross. – Abram believed and was declared righteous. 
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