
Bible Study April 27, 2022 
1 CORINTHIANS 16 (AMPLIFIED VERSION) 

Instructions and Greetings 

1 Now concerning the money collected for [the relief of] the saints [in Jerusalem], you are 
to do the same as I directed the churches of Galatia to do. 2 On the first day of every week 
each one of you is to put something aside, in proportion to his prosperity, and save it so 
that no collections [will need to] be made when I come. 3 When I arrive, I will send 
whomever you approve with letters [of authorization] to take your gift [of charity and 
love] to Jerusalem; 4 and if it is fitting for me to go too, they will accompany me. 

The Christians in Jerusalem were suffering from poverty and famine, so Paul was collecting money 
for them (Romans 15:25-31; 2 Corinthians 8:4; 9:1-15). He suggested that believers set aside a 
certain amount each week and give it to the church until he arrived to take it on to Jerusalem. Paul 
had planned to go straight to Corinth from Ephesus, but he changed his mind (2 Corinthians 1–2). 
When he finally arrived, he took the gift and delivered it to the Jerusalem church (Acts 
21:18; 24:17). 

5 I will visit you after I go through Macedonia, for I am only passing through Macedonia; 
6 but it may be that I will stay with you [for a while], or even spend the winter, so that you 
may send me on my way to wherever I may go afterward. 7 For I do not wish to see you 
right now just in passing, but I hope to remain with you for some time [later on], if the 
Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a wide door for 
effective service has opened to me [in Ephesus, a very promising opportunity], and there 
are many adversaries. 

10 If Timothy comes, see to it that [you put him at ease, so that] he has nothing to fear in 
regard to you, for he is [devotedly] doing the Lord’s work, just as I am. 11 So allow no one 
to treat him with disdain [as if he were inconsequential]. But send him off [cordially, and 
speed him on his way] in peace, so that he may come to me, for I am expecting him [to 
come along] with the other brothers. 

Paul was sending Timothy ahead to Corinth. Paul respected Timothy and had worked closely with 
him (Philippians 2:22; 1 Timothy 1:2). Although Timothy was young, Paul encouraged the 
Corinthian church to welcome him because he was doing the Lord’s work. Age does not limit God’s 
work in or through people. Paul wrote two personal letters to Timothy that have been preserved in 
the Bible (1 and 2 Timothy). 

12 As for our brother Apollos, I have strongly encouraged him to visit you with the other 
brothers. It was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has the 
opportunity. 

Apollos, who had preached in Corinth, was doing evangelistic work in Greece (Acts 18:24-
28; 1 Corinthians 3:3-23). Apollos didn’t go to Corinth right away, probably partly because he knew 
of the factions there and didn’t want to cause any more divisions. 



 

13 Be on guard; stand firm in your faith [in God, respecting His precepts and keeping your 
doctrine sound]. Act like [mature] men and be courageous; be strong. 14 Let everything 
you do be done in love [motivated and inspired by God’s love for us]. 

Paul gave the Corinthians these directions as they awaited his next visit: (1) Be on guard. They 
were to be constantly watchful, alert for spiritual enemies that might slip in and threaten to destroy 
them, whether divisions, pride, sin, disorder, or erroneous theology. (2) Stand firm in the faith—that 
is, in the Good News that they had been taught from the beginning, the gospel that had brought 
them salvation. (3) Be courageous, so that they could stand against false teachers, deal with sin in 
the congregation, and straighten out other problems. (4) Be strong, with the strength given by the 
Holy Spirit. (5) Do everything with love, because without love, they would be no more than prideful 
noisemakers (see 13:1). Today, as we wait for the return of Christ, we should follow the same 
instructions. 

15 Brothers and sisters, you know that those of the household of Stephanas were the first 
converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves for ministry to God’s 
people—now I urge you 16 to be subject to such leaders [treating them with courtesy and 
respect], and to everyone who helps in the work and labors [for the benefit of yourselves 
and the church]. 17 I rejoice because Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus have 
arrived, for they have made up for your absence. 18 They have refreshed my spirit as well 
as yours. So fully acknowledge such men and deeply appreciate them. 

19 The churches of Asia send you their greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the 
church [that meets] in their house, send you their warm greetings in the Lord.  

Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers (or leatherworkers) whom Paul had met in Corinth (Acts 18:1-
3). They followed Paul to Ephesus and lived there with him, helping to teach others about Jesus 
(Acts 18:18-19, 24-28). Many in the Corinthian church would have known this Christian couple. 
They are also mentioned in Romans 16:3-5 and 2 Timothy 4:19. 

20 All the believers greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

21 This greeting is in my own hand—Paul.  
Paul had a helper, or secretary, who wrote down this letter as he dictated. Paul wrote the final 
words, however, in his own handwriting. This is similar to adding a handwritten postscript (P.S.) to 
a printed letter. It also served to verify that this was a genuine letter from the apostle and not a 
forgery. 
22 If anyone does not love the Lord [does not obey and respect and believe in Jesus Christ 
and His message], he is to be accursed. Maranatha (O our Lord, come)!  
The Lord Jesus Christ will return to earth. To Paul, this was a wonderful hope, the very best he 
could look forward to. He was not afraid of seeing Christ—he could hardly wait! Do you share 
Paul’s eager anticipation? Those who love Christ are looking forward to that wonderful time of his 
return (Titus 2:13). Regarding those who do not love the Lord, however, Paul says that they will be 
cursed, or condemned. Paul was setting up a contrast between those who will be saved for eternal 
life with Jesus and those who will be forever separated from him. 



 

23 The grace of our Lord Jesus [His unmerited favor, His spiritual blessing, His profound 
mercy] be with you. 24 My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Paul had just said that nothing done for the Lord is ever useless (15:58). In this chapter, he 
mentions some practical deeds that have value for all Christians. 
The church in Corinth was a church in trouble. Paul lovingly and forcefully confronted their 
problems and pointed them back to Christ. He dealt with divisions and conflicts, selfishness, the 
inconsiderate use of freedom, disorder in worship, the misuse of spiritual gifts, and wrong attitudes 
about the resurrection of the dead. 

Every church has problems that create tensions and divisions. We should not ignore or gloss over 
problems in our churches or in our lives. Instead, like Paul, we should deal with problems head-on 
as they arise. One important lesson for us in 1 Corinthians is that unity and love in a church are far 
more important than status and labels. 
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