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Abstract
This project aims to advance Pomona’s park system by 
advocating for a holistic approach that increases park space, 
enhances park quality and broadens usage while prioritizing the 
park connectivity systems and the natural park ecosystem. Our 
approach considers the issues, assets, and opportunities found 
within Pomona’s transportation, residents, park system, and 
environmental impact. Together with our partners Clean & Green 
Pomona and Conexion de Padres, we developed an advocacy 
plan to help guide the partners’ continued efforts to achieve their 
vision.

In addition to collecting knowledge from community partners, 
analysis based on available data and site visits were conducted 
to better understand the City of Pomona. We identified a number 
of Pomona’s assets within the city, including its diverse residents 
committed to community improvement, the existing parks and 
other open space, much of which is underutilized, mature trees 
within many parks and a number of neighborhoods, creeks that 
connect neighborhoods throughout the city, and significant 
ecological areas both within the city and the surrounding 
mountains.

We also identified a number of issues that must be addressed, 
including a lack of sufficient park land for current and future 
populations, poor park accessibility in many underserved 
neighborhoods, poor maintenance of park amenities including 
restrooms, and air and noise pollution in many parks and 
neighborhoods, due to the proximity of freeways.

Opportunities for advancing the park system were identified in 
the city’s vacant lands and potential spaces for habitat patches 
and linkages.

The project is driven by a vision to advance Pomona’s park 
system by advocating for a holistic approach that increases 
park space, enhances park quality and broadens usage while 
prioritizing the park connectivity systems and the natural park 
ecosystem. That vision includes the following goals:

1) Increase park acreage to 5 acres of park per 1,000 people.

2) Enhance physical quality of existing parks while setting   
    improvement and maintenance standards for new parks.

3) Activate the use of Pomona’s parks and open spaces.

4) Re-establish natural ecosystem functions in parks throughout 
    the city.

Four focus areas were chosen to illustrate possible ways of 
achieving the desired goals for the overall vision. These included 
a vacant industrial lot proposed as a new park at the intersection of 
east Mission Boulevard and San Antonio Avenue, improvements 
to existing Philadelphia Park, a wildlife open space on Rio 
Rancho Road and a trail network connecting the greater Pomona 
are including portions of Monterey Avenue, Towne Avenue, and 
the Thompson Creek Wash. This plan provides our partners 
with information, analysis, recommended policy, and illustrative 
examples that will support their advocacy, as they work towards 
realizing an equitable and effective Parks Master Plan.



Chapter 1
Analysis



Los Angeles

San Bernardino

RiversideOrange

Pomona, California

Location
Pomona is located on the eastern edge of Los Angeles County  
and is near the San Bernardino, Orange, and Riverside County 
borders. The city’s size is 22.8 square miles or 14,519 acres, 
with a total population of 158,145 people based on the 2019 
American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimate. Pomona’s 
neighbors include the Cities of San Dimas, Claremont, Diamond 
Bar, and Chino Hills.

Overview
This project aims to advance Pomona’s park system by 
advocating for a holistic approach that increases park space, 
enhances park quality and broadens usage while prioritizing the 
park connectivity systems and the natural park ecosystem. Our 
approach considers the issues, assets, and opportunities found 
within Pomona’s transportation, residents, park system, and 
environmental impact. Together with our partners Clean & Green 
Pomona and Conexion de Padres, we developed an advocacy 
plan to help guide the partners’ continued efforts to achieve their 
vision.

Figure 1.2  City of Pomona’s Boundaries and the Surrounding Area.

Figure 1.1 Pomona is in Los Angeles County, near the borders of San Bernardino, 
Orange, and Riverside Counties.

Environmental ImpactResidents

Transportation Park System

City of Pomona
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Transportation

Pomona’s Freeways
Pomona is surrounded by four major freeways & highways. 
Running from west to east are Interstate I-10 and State Route 
SR-60. I-10 runs through a heavily residential area while SR-60 
runs at the city’s southern border. The other two highways, State 
Routes SR-57 and SR-71, run from northwest to southwest. 
SR-57,  which is next to Kellogg Polytechnic Elementary and 

Kellogg Park, connects Pomona Valley and San Gabriel Valley 
with Los Angeles Basin. SR-71, similarly connects San Gabriel 
Valley in eastern LA county to Riverside County. State Route 210 
also called The Foothill Freeway, runs parallel to the I-10 North 
of the city and connects the freeways going through Pomona. 
While these freeways enable convenient vehicular travel, they 
present access challenges for both pedestrians and wildlife. The 
freeways are also a source of air pollution that present health 
concerns. Many of its census tracts have high numbers of 
reported emergency department visits for asthma.

Figure 1.3  Pomona is divided by four freeways that present barriers for pedestrians and wildlife, as well as 
contributing significant air pollution in the city.

Asthma is a chronic lung disease that 
can get triggered by exposure to air 
pollutants. Asthma rates were determined 
by the number of emergency department 
visits for asthma, so they do not reflect 
the full burden to those who did not need 
emergency care. While Pomona’s highest 
asthma rate does not exceed 91.1, 
majority of it’s census tracts have asthma 
rates that are considered within the top 
20% to 30% highest in the state.

Visits per 10,000 People            
               0 - 26.9                          
               27.0 - 37.9      
               38.0 - 51.9
               52.0 - 71.9
               72.0 - 91.1
  Data from CalEnviroScreen 4.0

Overall Values in CA
less than 20.7      (lowest)                         
61.0 - 72.3         (Top 30%)
72.4 - 91.1         (Top 20%)
91.2 - 243.3       (Top 10%)    

Annual Rate of Emergency Department Visits for Asthma

10

57

71

60
0 0.75 1.5 3 Miles



Pomona’s Street Network
Figure 1.4 shows the primary roads like freeways or major 

streets in orange and secondary roads in purple. Most roads are 
currently incomplete streets because they are not pedestrian 
or bicycle friendly. We noticed many parks have access on 
secondary roads, not on primary roads. We want to expand the 
connections to the primary roads as well and ensure they are 
pedestrian-friendly.

Pomona Street Network
               Freeway-Exits

               Freeways

               Primary-Roads

               Secondary-Roads

               Existing-Parks

Data from LA County GeoHub

0 10.5 2 Miles

Figure 1.5 Intersection of Holt & Mountain facing Garfield Park. This portion of Holt 
Ave is an example of a primary road that has wide streets with potential to incorporate 
pedestrian safety features like medians or signaled crosswalks to make pedestrian 
access to the park safer.

Figure 1.6 Grand Ave along Tony Cerda Park. This portion of Grand is also wide 
with opportunities to make it more pedestrian friendly to facilitate access to the park, 
such as widening the narrow sidewalk that has lighting standards or poles making 
wheelchair access difficult.Figure 1.4 Pomona’s street network in relation to existing parks.
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Park Walkability
Walking distance can affect whether people 
decide to use their nearest parks or not. The 
Environmental Protection Agency’s June 2021 
National Walkability Index Methodology and User 
Guide states that walkable communities encourage 
social interaction that are conducive to creating 
sense of community and mental health. 

The Trust for Public Land looked at standards for 
walkable distances to parks and while it varies for 
cities, one common standard set by Long Beach, 
CA was a quarter-mile distance. This standard 
considered people’s perception that walking 10 to 
15 minutes for a half-mile walk and repeating for 
the return trip was discouraging. 

Following this standard, walking access to parks 
in Pomona is currently limited. The yellow circles 
on Figure 1.7 represent a quarter mile distance to 
the respective parks. As you can see, there are a 
lot of gaps in the city where people have to travel 
greater than a quarter mile to get to a park. Locating 
new parks in such gap areas would enable more 
residents to have walkable distances to access 
their parks. To further enhance the walkability of 
parks, we aim to redesign streets and corridors to 
be more pedestrian-friendly with ADA accessibility, 
incorporating elements such as physical barriers 
buffering vehicles from pedestrians and plantings 
that contribute to a pleasant walking experience.

1/4 Mile Park Access
Data from LA County GeoHub               

              Existing Parks

               1/4 Mile Buffer Around Parks

               Major Freeways

0 10.5 2 Miles

Figure 1.7 Many residents are within walking distance (1/4 mile) of a park, but large portions 
of the city lack this access.

Figure 1.8 Park Walkability Concept.



Bike Routes
Caltrans defines four types of bikeways: Class I, II, III, and IV. 
Figure 1.10 shows how the city’s Active Transportation Plan 
incorporates three of these bikeway types. Most existing and 
proposed bike routes in Pomona are class II, and only two parks 
have class I bike route access. Most of the small parks cannot 
be accessed by any existing bike routes. To facilitate greater 
access to parks, it will be necessary to connect existing biking 
routes and add class IV bike routes, which were not shown in the 
city’s Active Transportation Plan but are ideal for bicyclists. The 
city has, however, been making efforts to change that by recently 
opening a new 1.5 mile, class IV bikeway along the southeast 
side of Valley Boulevard between Humane Way and Temple 
Avenue. Most of this protected bikeway has vertical separation 
from motor traffic using curbs and median. This addition is both 
a relevant case study for the city’s other streets and also a  
promising step forward towards improving park access that can 
continue to be built on.

Class I
Bicyclists and 
pedestrians 
share right of way 
separated from 
motor traffic.

Class II
Bicyclists share 
roadway with 
motor traffic, but 
bicyclists’ portion 
is delinated by 
striping and signs.

Class III
Bicyclists shared 
roadway with 
motor traffic, but 
delinating striping 
is optional.

Figure 1.11  Caltrans’ Bike Route Classifications.

0 0.75 1.5 3 Miles

Figure 1.10  Pomona’s Active Transportation Plan.

Pomona Bike Routes
Data from LA County GeoHub
               Class I
               Class II
               Class III

               Major Freeways
               Existing Parks

Figure 1.9  Class IV bike route on Valley Blvd from Humane Way to Temple Ave.

Class IV 
Bicyclists have 
exclusive right of 
way separated 
from motor traffic 
with a vertical 
feature.Photo by Joe Linton on StreetsBlogLA
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Residents
Taking a Glimpse into Pomona

People as Assets
Throughout our analysis phase our group compiled a list 
of assets. We compiled a list prior to our first visit to the 
city of potential assets to explore in our design. Our first list 
comprised of:  storm water channels, park acreage, mature 
trees, community centers, and transportation corridors. The 
more time we spent in Pomona we started to observe another 
asset of the city. Its residents! How could we dive into a 
city and identify its assets without looking at the people that 
represent Pomona best, its residents. Analysis of Pomona’s 
population led to questions of how much value residents 
add to Pomona. Residents do much more than pay taxes, 
shop, and work in a city. Pomona residents provide diversity, 
culture, and activity to Pomona parks and open spaces. 

Our analysis will show disparities within the city, at the tract 
level. Many of Pomona’s social disparities frequently happen 
in the same tracts, tracts with the most population dense. 
These residents, compared to the rest of Pomona residents, 
live in denser living conditions with the the least amount of 
available park space. The same tracts with the most density 
also have the most people living below LA County poverty 
levels of $72,721according the American Community 
Survey (2019).  Our focus is to highlight certain disparities 
within Pomona and show through design how connectivity 
to parks, open space,  and access to recreation provide 
equitable access to Pomona, regardless of a resident’s 
home address. Figure 1.12  Representation of diversity, MLA 1st year (2019).



Figure 1.14 Population Density.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Figure 1.13 Pomona Population (ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate).

Total 
Population

158,145

Data from ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate.

650-3,500 
3,501-5,700
5,701-8,420
8,421-11,300
11,301-15,500

People per Square Mile

Population
The distribution of people within Pomona 
varies from 650 per square mile to 15,500 
people per square mile.  The most dense 
tracts of Pomona are arranged along 
major corridors such as Garey Avenue, 
Holt Avenue, and Mission Boulevard. 
Pomona’s Downtown and surrounding 
tracts also show increased population 
density. Park acreage in Pomona’s 
most dense tracts does not reflect the 
populations density needs. Factors that 
contribute to lower population density 
per square mile are the rolling hills of 
Ganesha, and Phillips Ranch. While 
these two locations have the lowest 
population density in the city, both areas 

have the most  available park space.  

Age & Education Attainment
The largest age group in Pomona is 20 
to 24 years of age with 14,649 residents, 
followed by 15 to 19 years of age with 
12,755 residents, and  25 - 29 years of age 
with 12,434 residents (ACS 2019, 5-yr 
estimate). Residents between 18 to 24 
years of age are attending college more 
than previous generations. Over 52% 
of Pomona’s 18-24 age population has 
some college associate’s or bachelor’s 
degree. 
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Language at Home
During a Clean & Green Pomona planting event, a family 
approached the booth to ask for information regarding the 
event. The family  was shy and primarily spoke Spanish. Our 
community members  provided translated pamphlets. The family 
instantly looked relieved and welcomed. Pomona’s diversity 
is an invaluable asset to the city. As such, there are barriers 
in accessing public programs because of primary languages 
spoken at home. According to American Community Survey 
(2019, 5-year estimate), Pomona’s residents primary language 
spoken at home is not English. Yet, most publication of park 
programs and events are in English. Providing public program 
brochures, pamphlets, website translation, and community 
meetings in different languages would allow greater access to 
63% of Pomona’s households. 

Pomona’s Language at Home

Figure 1.16 Language other than English Spoken at home, percent of persons age 5 
years and above  (ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate). 

Pomona’s Population Age Distribution

Figure 1.15 Age Distribution (ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate).



Figure 1.17 Households (ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate).

Figure 1.19 Home Ownership Rate (ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate).

Figure 1.18 Housing Density. The tracts with the highest density do not have enough parks 
dispersed to serve the proportion of residents living there.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Total 
Households

41,644

Percent of Resident’s who own the House they live in

57%

Pomona

Claremont

Chino Hills

Chino

Diamond Bar

San Dimas

La Verne

Montclair

LA County

74%

72%

76%

66%

77%

66%

53%

46%

Data from ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate.

0-990
991-1,650
1,651-2,400
2,401-2,850
2,851-3,600

Housing Units per Square Mile

Households
The quantity of housing units is 41,644. Housing density 
per square mile is illustrated in figure 1.18. Housing units 
are unequally dispersed throughout the city. The core and 
north eastern areas of the city have greater concentration of 
housing units. The most dense areas have between 2,851 to 
3,600 housing units per square mile according to American 
Community Survey, 2019. Only 20% of Pomona’s parks are 
within the census tracts with the greatest housing density. 
These tracts with the highest housing density have an 
even greater need for parks because their residences have 
reduced access to open spaces within the city. Although 
residences living in Ganesha hills and Westmont hills have 
greater access to parks, they also have access to open space 
and trails. Residents living in household dense areas bring 
another challenge to find refuge in green space to exercise, 
perform recreational acitivities, or simply step away from their 
crowded environment. 

Home Ownership
According to American Community Survey, 2019 5-year estimate, 
47% of residents do not own  the home they live in. Sense of owernship 
of public space and parks is paramount in providing a healthy park 
system.
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Inequality Density
The 2019 median income per household for Pomona was $60,598, 
which is under the Los Angeles County’s level of $72,721. Under 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 2021 
Guidelines, a family of three is considered low income if they 
earn $85,150. Many residents in Pomona are thus living under 
the poverty line. Figure 1.20 illustrates the density of households 
living below the poverty line, per square mile. The data shows 
higher concentrations of poverty in tracts in the core and north 
eastern area of the city. These same tracts  also happen to be 
the most populated per square mile while also having the least 
access to parks.

Figure 1.20 Households in Poverty. The density of households living below the 
poverty line is concentrated in the central part of Pomona outside the downtown 
region.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Data from ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate.

5-3,150
3,151-5,700
5,701-8,300
8,301-10,500
10,501-15,025

Households Living Below Poverty Line

Underserved Communities
There are several tracts/communities that are in the most 
densely populated, household dense, and have the most people 
living below LA County’s poverty level. Yet, these communites 
have the least amount of available park acreage. It is important 
to identify these communities spatially, and begin the process of 
incorporating these communities into an equitable park system. 
While a park may not be possible given the household density 
in certain areas of Pomona, linkages between underserved park 
communities, parks, and open space can be addressed through 
further design.

Figure 1.21 Underserved park communities applies poverty, housing unit density, 
population per square mile, and available park acreage. Results indicate tracts to 
increase park acreage.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Data from ACS 2019, 5-yr estimate.

Suitable Park Space
Slightly
Moderate
Most Park
 Underserved

Undersreved Park Communities



Park System 
Issues

Acreage 
The three major issues we discovered include inadequate 

park acreage per 1,000 residents, park maintenance 
issues, air and noise pollution. We determined that 
Pomona does not have enough park access, affecting 
people’s ability to spend time outside. Park standards are 
not met and many parks experience poor maintenance 
and noise pollution from nearby freeways and traffic. 
Pomona owns a total of 220 local park acres. However, 
natural areas in Pomona, golf courses, and regional park 
space outside city boundaries are not readily accessible to 
Pomona’s residents. Using LA geodatabase information,  
we compared Pomona’s park acreage with the LA Parks 
Needs Assessments’ summaries and discovered that only 
55% of Pomona’s population lives within a quarter mile of 
a park. Pomona’s city park average is just 1.5 park acres 
per 1000 residents, which is below the LA county average 
of 3.3 park acres per 1,000 residents. The mission of 
Clean & Green Pomona is to match the LA County’s goal 
of 5 park acres per 1000 residents at a minimum.

Figure 1.22  Park Acreage in Pomona (source: LA Geoghub Database).

LA County 
Park Average 

3.3 Park 
Acres / 1,000

Pomona’s Park 
Average is 
1.5 Park 

Acres / 1,000

55% of 
Pomona’s 

population has 
access to a 

park within a 1/2 
mile walk
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Assets
Parks play a significant role in promoting public health by enabling 
opportunities for recreation, human interaction, relaxation, cooling, 
picnicking and community ownership. We performed an assessment 
of Pomona’s park system by analyzing park types, amenities, 
acreage, proximity to schools and trees. The four main park types 
include Community-Regional, Community, Neighborhood, and 
Pocket Parks. 

Community regional parks such as Ganesha Park, serve a large 
population across the wider region and generally provide designated 
parking, trails, large open spaces and greater amenities like 
pools, basketball courts, playgrounds, open fields and restrooms. 
Community parks are smaller than community regional parks, but still 
serve a larger population than neighborhood parks. They generally 
have lighter pathways, larger playgrounds, and offer designated 
parking. Neighborhood parks are designed to serve residents within 
walking distances for informal and passive recreation. Some may 
have other interesting amenities such as rock climbing. They may 
have street parking or no designated parking at all. Phillips Ranch 
Park shown on Figure 1.24, is  a good example of a neighborhood 
park. Pocket parks are the smallest of all and are generally built on 
irregular and informal vacant lots that may help promote community 
activity, sociability, and safety. Although pocket parks have the ability 
to create impact and bring green space to a localized community, 
they are typically very limited in space and amenities. Pomona’s 
neighborhood parks thus provide the greatest opportunity to 
positively impact the community as they are the most accessible, 
localized, and integrated into the neighborhood. Enhancing and 
improving neighborhood parks will benefit a greater number of 
residents and increase park use.

Figure 1.23 Pomona consists of mainly neighborhood parks.

Figure 1.24  Phillips Ranch Park is an example of a neighborhood park.



Figure 1.25 Vacant Land. Based on LA Assessor’s Office’s latest data dated 2016, 
Pomona has 1,112.5 acres total of vacant parcels.

               Vacant Parcels
               Existing Parks
 Data from LA County Open Data

0 10.5 2 Miles

Opportunities  
Vacant Land
Vacant land parcels present opportunities for expanding 
Pomona’s Park system by increasing park acreage and access 
while simultaneously beautifying the city by utilizing empty and 
poorly kept vacant parcels. Vacant land parcels can provide 
additional needed space for Pomona to reach Los Angeles 
County’s goal of 5 park acres per 1,000 people by 2030.

School Open Space
Another opportunity to expand park accessibility is to adopt 
after school access to green space, increasing the overall park 
network. Figure 1.26 shows ¼ mile buffers around existing parks 
and around school sites. The representation indicated by the 
buffers shows areas that could gain park access through the 
school systems. By creating shared use agreement, we can both 
enhance services near public schools while increasing safety by 
activating underutilized spaces for eyes on the street.

               Existing Parks 
               Park Quarter Mile Buffer
               Pomona Schools
               School Quarter Mile Buffer
               Cal Poly Pomona University
  Data from LA County Open Data

0 10.5 2 Miles

Figure 1.26  1/4 Mile Park and School Access. School sites present an opportunity 
to fill in some of the gaps in the ¼ mile park access.
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Maintenance
Pomona residents express concern over the conditions 
of park amenities and facilities. Figure 1.27 shows 
a park playground posing a tripping hazard as one 
example of existing park conditions. The maintenance 
and safety of public restrooms is also a top concern 
for the community. Community members noted dirty 
restrooms with missing door stalls, no toilet seats 
or running water and heavy use those experiencing 
homelessness. Other park features in desperate need 
of repair include flooded drinking fountains, tagged 
basketball courts, damaged sport fields, poorly 
maintained green spaces, and parks with damaged or 
non-existing lighting. Some parks were significantly 
better maintained than others. However, the conditions 
in many parks discourage residents from visiting, which 
decreases activity and increases safety concerns.

Maintenance & Safety
It is important to have an effective park maintenance 
program to uphold consistent quality at Pomona’s 
parks. Maintenance duties and responsibilities are 
currently held across multiple agencies, creating some 
discrepancy. Implementing an effective oversight 
program with clearly defined responsibilities can help 
set accountability to make the park maintenance 
system more effective. Increasing the quality of park 
amenities may attract more visitors and help to increase 
park safety. Implementing a park ranger program or 
community oversight system may ensure respect for 
park policy standards.

Figure 1.27 Many park amenities are in poor 
condition.

Figure 1.28 Many parks, such as Powers 
Park, are very close to freeways.



Environmental Impact
Impacts to the broader environmental health trickle down to 
the localized parks. Understanding Pomona’s environment thus 
provides context for the city’s parks as a whole.

Environmental Assets
Some of Pomona’s environmental assets are the creeks within 
the city and its significant ecological area with habitat potential.

Pomona’s Creeks

Pomona is located in two watersheds: San Gabriel River and 
Santa Ana River watersheds. While these rivers do not cross 
into city boundaries, three of their major surface creeks do. The 
San Jose and Thompson Creeks drain into the San Gabriel Riv-
er, enter Pomona from the north, and flow westward. The San 
Antonio Creek drains into the Santa Ana River, briefly passes 
into Pomona from the north, and makes its way south; by the 
time it leaves Pomona, it is named the Chino Creek. These 
three creeks are channelized with concrete embankments.

Santa Ana River

Chino Creek

San Jose Creek
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Figure 1.29 Pomona is between the San Gabriel and the Santa Ana River watershed.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Figure 1.30  Creeks within Pomona’s City Limits.
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While the concrete channels restricting the creeks make them 
inaccessible to the general public, these creeks remain valuable 
hydrology resources and present an educational opportunity 
for the nearby schools to learn about the natural waterways. 
Furthermore, replacing the concrete channels and allowing the 

creeks to flow in their naturalistic manner could make it possible 
to connect some of the adjacient schools and parks currently 
separated by the inaccessible channels. An example would 
be the Thompson creek’s channel physically separating John 
Marshall Middle School from John F. Kennedy Park.

John Marshall Middle School

(channelized) Thompson Creek

John F. Kennedy Park

Figure 1.31 Physical Separations.

Figure 1.32 Restricted entry into channel area. Figure 1.33 Thompson Creek water during November 2021.



Pomona’s Trees
Pomona’s large mature trees are important assets, although they are 
not evenly distributed throughout the city. Thanks to their multi-benefits, 
such as cooling and providing habitat for small animals, they are assets 
to understand, embrace and continue to plant throughout Pomona. 
Respondents in a survey performed by Clean & Green Pomona and our 
team, said that what they really liked about the parks were the trees, that 
they loved trees and plants and they found them to be  shady and peaceful. 
They expressed that they would love to see more trees and many residents 
sought refuge from the summer heat at their local parks.

               Tree Location
               Existing Parks
Data from EsriLariac

Figure 1.34  Tree Canopy Coverage.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Figure 1.35 Ficus tree at Ganesha Park.
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Bonelli 
Regional Park
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Significant Ecological Areas
At a regional scale, the largest habitat patches providing greater 
species diversity are the San Gabriel Mountains to the north and 
Santa Ana Mountains to the south of Pomona. In between are the 
San Jose, Puente, and Chino Hills. Within Pomona, LA County 
has designated Elephant and Westmont Hills as significant 
ecological areas (SEA), which are important areas hosting 
valuable plant or animal communities. These two undeveloped 
areas are natural assets with potential as large habitat patches 

and linkages between the San Jose and Chino Hills.

Significant Ecological Areas
Existing Parks

Figure 1.38 Significant Ecological Areas in Pomona.
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Puente Hills

Figure 1.36 Regional Context.

Figure 1.37 Westmont Hill.



Habitat Barriers, Noise, and Air Pollution
Physical barriers such as structures, roads, and freeways obstruct 
wildlife’s ability to safely travel between places. Proximity to 
vehicular traffic furthermore exposes people to noise that reduces 
the visitor experience and exposes people to air pollution. Two 
air pollutants that are found higher in Pomona compared to the 
rest of California are Particulate Matter 2.5 (a mix of small air-

borne particles thinner than human hair associated with heart 
and lung disease) and Ozone at ground level where people 
breathe it in and is associated with decreased lung function. 
Densely planted trees and shrubs along target sites with heavy 
traffic would not only help to mitigate noise, but also to serve 
as a buffer for improving air quality by allowing planted trees to 
absorb the pollutants through their leaves’ stomata.

Annual mean concentration from 2015-2017 (Data from CalEnviroScreen 4.0)
Micrograms per meter                  
               12.22 - 12.34                          
               12.35 - 12.49         
               12.50 - 12.69
               12.70 - 12.89
               12.90 - 13.25
 * standard value = 12.0

Overall Values in CA
less than 7.6        (lowest)                         
11.9 - 12.0           (Top 30%)
12.1 - 12.3           (Top 20%)
greater than 12.3  (Top 10%)    

Figure 1.39 Particulate Matter 2.5 Concentrations.

Jaycee
Park

Montvue
Park

Willie 
White 
Park

Average Daily Maximum in 6-Hour Period from 2017-2019 (Data from CalEnviroScreen 4.0)
Parts per Million            
               0.0528 - 0.0553                         
               0.0554 - 0.0567        
               0.0568 - 0.0575
               0.0576 - 0.0593
               0.0594 - 0.0640
  * EPA Max Standard = 0.07

Overall Values in CA
less than 0.033      (lowest)                         
0.054 - 0.058         (Top 30%)
0.059 - 0.062         (Top 20%)
greater than 0.062  (Top 10%)    

Figure 1.40 Ozone Concentrations.



27

San Gabriel Mountains

Chino Hills leading to Santa Ana Mountains

San Jose Hill

Figure 1.41 Habitat Linkage Potentials.

CA Quail Bobcat

               High                           Low
               Medium                     Not Suitable
 Data from CA Department of Fish & Wildlife  
 Figure 1.42 Quail & Bobcat Habitat Suitability.

Diamond Ranch 
High School

Parcel 1
Parcel 2

Government Owned Property
              City of Pomona
              City of Diamond Bar
              City of Chino Hills

Figure 1.43 Potential for large habitats in two city-owned parcels at the border.

Habitat Patches & Linkages
Although Pomona has limited large spaces vacant, there exist 
opportunities for smaller habitat pieces for small animals that 
also acts as temporary shelters funneling larger critters to larger 
patches in the region. Figure 1.41 demonstrates strategizing 
existing and new park space as links for species to get from one 
place to another. Additionally, Pomona’s overall land is highly 
suitable for keystone species like the California quail. Species 
like Bobcats with less mobility than birds, have fewer choices 
but the city areas that do suit them (mapped on Figure 1.44) are 
either medium or highly suitable as their habitats.

At Pomona’s southern border, there exist two city-owned parcels 
that have potential to be large habitat patches and to facilitate 
species’ travel between the San Jose, Elephant, and Westmont 
Hills down to undisturbed areas in other city jurisdictions that 
lead to Chino Hills and eventually, the Santa Ana Mountains.



City of 
Diamond Bar

City of 
Pomona

Parcel 1

San Gabriel
Mountain Westmont

Hill
Green Belt

Figure 1.44 Parcel 1 Photos Potential to link San Gabriel Mountain, Westmont Hill, and Greenbelt downward to the Chino Hills.

City of 
Chino Hills

City of 
Pomona

Parcel 2

Leading to Chino Hills & 
Santa Ana Mountain

Parcel 2’s
Surroundings

Figure 1.45 Parcel 2 Photos Potential to link between Pomonda’s denser residential areas and the undeveloped Chino Hills.
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Project Framework
Vision
Our vision is to advance Pomona’s park system by 
advocating for a holistic approach that increases park 
space, enhances park quality and broadens usage while 
prioritizing the park connectivity systems and natural 
ecosystems.

Goals
To achieve our vision, we compiled four goals reflecting 
four keywords: increase, enhance, activate, re-establish.

              Goal 1: Increase
               Goal 2: Enhance                                                   
               Goal 3: Activate
               Goal 4: Re-establish
  Data from LA County Geohub

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Figure 2.1 Spatial Depiction of Project Goals.

INCREASE ENHANCE ACTIVATE RE-ESTABLISH

Increase park acreage to 5 acres of park per 1,000 
people.

Re-establish natural ecosystem function in parks 
and throughout the city.

Enhance physical quality of existing parks while 
setting improvement and maintenance standards for 
new parks.

Activate the use of Pomona’s park and open spaces

Goal 4:

Goal 3:

Goal 2:

Goal 1:
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People who use parks and open 
spaces are 3 times more likely to 

achieve the recommended levels of 
physical activity than non users

Children in summer camps at 
park and recreation sites report 

a 20% increase in fruit and 
vegetable knowledge

Organized activities in parks in low-
income neighborhoods can increase 

park use by as much as 25% 

Older adults engage in over
3.5 times more physical 

activity in parks with 
walking loops

Goal 1

Strategically transform 
underutilized properties to 

provide additional park space.

Secure funding for current 
and future parks.

Implement a shared use agreement 
with Pomona Unified School District to 

enable community usage of school green 
spaces after school hours.

Increase park acreage to 5 acres of park per 1,000 people.

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3

Figure 2.2 Park Benefits described by National Recreation and Park Association.



Goal # 1 : Increase park acreage to 5 acres of park per 
1,000 people.

   

Objective  1
Strategically transform 

underutilized properties to 
provide additional park space.

• Action 1.A. Identify publicly owned vacant parcels and evaluate them for their      
                      suitability as potential park land.
• Action 1.B. Develop a database of privately-owned vacant parcels and evaluate them 
                      for suitability as potential park land.
• Action 1.C. Identify city-owned property that is currently used formally or informally 
                      as park space, but is not designated as park land. Consider designating 
                     these areas as official parks.
• Action 1.D. Identify park-poor zones and prioritize acquisition of underutilized 
                      properties in these zones.

Objective  2
Secure funding for current 

and future parks.

• Action 2.A. Identify county, state, federal, and private funding that may be pursued to 
                      support the acquisition and development of new parks.
• Action 2.B. Identify county, state, federal, and private funding that may be pursued to 
                      support the maintenance and enhancement of existing parks.
• Action 2.C. Advocate for funding for youth and adult recreation programming parks.

Objective  3
Implement a shared use 

agreement with Pomona Unified 
School District to enable 

community usage of school 
green spaces after school hours.

• Action 3.A. Build support among PUSD families for implementing a shared use 
                     agreement.
• Action 3.A. Advocate to PUSD Board on the need and possibilities of a shared use 
                     agreement.
• Action 3.A. Advocate to City staff and elected officials on the potential of a shared use
                     agreement.
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Government owned parcels are target zones for 
transformation, because they are easier to make changes 
to. When considering Pomona’s vacant parcels as 
possible sources for new parks, we want to also consider 
their proximity to freeways. LA County’s Department of 
Public Health recommends that parks with active uses 
like sport fields be located at least 500 ft away from a 
freeway. Parks within 500 to 1,500 ft of a freeway should 
use best-practice mitigation measures for air pollution.

The city has raised the park impact fees on developers 
as one major funding source for new parks. Pomona 
should continue to pursue other funding sources, 
including grant opportunities to fund the rehab of 
existing parks and park connections.

Utilizing schools as parks can help increase the city’s 
overall park space. One example of a school property 
currently being used by residents for recreational use 
after hours is Simons Middle School. Although there is 
not a signed use agreement in this case for the school, it 
is still being informally used by residents after hours.

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

Figure 2.3 Vacant Parcels by Types.

               Pomona Roads Network 
               Pomona Existing Freeways                                                 
               Freeway Buffer - 500 Feet
               Freeway Buffer - 1500 Feet
               Residential Vacant
               Industrial Vacant
               Commercial Vacant
               Gov. Own Vacant
  Data from LA County Geohub                                                

N
 G
AR

EY
 A
V

W HOLT AV

S G
AREY  AV

E HOLT AV

W MISSION BLVD

VA
LL
EY
 B
LV
D

E MISSION BLVD

Legend
Pomona Schools[ 0 1.5 30.75 Miles

0 0.5 1 2 Miles

               Pomona Schools                    
  Data from LA County Geohub                                                

Figure 2.4 School Properties.

Potential Park Land Sources

Transform underutilized properties.

Objective 1:

Secure funding for current and future parks.

Objective 2:

Implement a shared use agreement with Pomona Unified 
School District to enable community usage of school 
green spaces after hours.

Objective 3:

Vacant 
Properties
1,112.5 acres

School 
Properties

546 acres



Goal 2

 Evaluate park conditions to 
develop a park maintenance 

and standards guide.

Enhance the physical quality of existing parks and establish 
improvement and maintenance standards for all parks.

Increase opportunities that 
support physical and mental 

health.

 Enhance sense of safety.

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3
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Goal # 2 : Enhance the physical qualities of existing parks 
and establish improvement and maintenance standards for 
all parks.

Objective  1
Evaluate park conditions to 

develop a park maintenance and 
standards guide.

Objective  2
Increase opportunities that support 

physical and mental health.

• Action 1.A. Perform a community-based assessment of existing conditions at all parks.
• Action 1.B. Review park maintenance guidelines from other communities to inform the
                      development of standards.
• Action 1.C. Advocate for the development of improvement and maintenance standards 
                      for all parks.

• Action 2.A. Convert amenities into flexible spaces that support a variety of programs 
                      through multi-use.
• Action 2.B. Amplify abundance of shrubbery and plant material through physical 
                     design, further enhancing physical park qualities that will aid in supporting 
                     physical and mental health through ambient environment.
• Action 2.C. Implement universal design practices that incorporate amenities 
                     appropriate and suitable for a variety of age groups with varying physical
             conditions.

Objective 3
Enhance sense of safety.

• Action 3.A. Improve restroom facilities for cleanliness and privacy.
• Action 3.B. Implement park signage with wayfinding and park policies.
• Action 3.C. Incorporate efficient use of low light-polluting lighting for evening park use 
• Action 3.D. Consider the use of an community volunteer oversight system to remind 
                      user of park policies and to enhance sense of security.



Universal design that considers various physical 
conditions, ADA accessibility standards, and different 
exercise/play equipment for all ages will be incorporated. 
Additionally, increasing space for dog parks can improve 
community communion among dog owners.

Incorporating a park oversight system such as community 
volunteers to remind visitors of park policies and to 
educate them on park programs can help establish 
trust and safety. Additionally, low-pollution night lighting 
can support evening park visibility and safety.  Proper, 
appealing signage that includes wayfinding and park 
policies will help to create a safe, engaging environment.

A complete park assessment of existing parks’ quality 
and functionality of infrastructures, playgrounds and 
amenities should be conducted. Upon completion, a 
new park standards guide can establish the quality of 
acceptable conditions. Standards may require ensuring 
drinking fountains are not clogged, graffiti to be removed, 
and restrooms to be in best working conditions.

Playgrounds

Dog Parks

Lighting

Powers Park

Photo by Gustavo Fring / Pexels

Photo by Haitham on Unsplash

Infrastructures

Universal Design

Volunteer Oversight

Photo by Kai-Chieh Chan / Pexels

Photo by Ed Shelley on Unsplash

Martin Luther King Park

Photo by Yaroslav Shuraev /Pexels

Photo by Chris Curry on Unsplash 

Amenities

Physical & Mental health

Enhanced Signage

Powers Park

Evaluate park conditions to develop a park maintenance 
and standards guide.

Objective 1:

Increase opportunities that support physical and mental 
health.

Objective 2:

Enhance sense of safety.

Objective 3:



Goal 3

Activate Pomona’s parks by 
providing park programming 

information.

Activate the use of Pomona’s park and open spaces

Increase the community’s 
capacity to make changes 

to their landscapes for sense 
of ownership leading to 

continued park use.

 Increase connectivity 
between neighborhoods, 
parks, and open spaces.

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3



Goal # 3 : Activate the use of Pomona’s parks and open 
spaces.

Objective  1
Activate Pomona’s parks by 
providing park programming 

information.

Objective  2
Increase the community’s capacity 

to make changes to their landscapes 
for sense of ownership leading to 

continued park use

• Action 1.A. Evaluate population needs.
• Action 1.B. Personalize programming and services in Pomona Parks and open spaces.
• Action 1.C. Work with partners to host regular and special events in park open spaces.

• Action 2.A. Engage the community in the design process for new and existing parks.
• Action 2.B. Organize design workshops to improvement community empowerment.
• Action 2.C. Provide flexible space in parks for community members to gather.

Objective  3
Increase connectivity between 

neighborhoods, parks, and open 
spaces 

• Action 3.A. Evaluate existing transportation networks.
• Action 3.B. Facilitate access to parks with attention to ADA requirements, pedestrian-
                      friendly practices, and commuting routes.
• Action 3.C. Develop a comprehensive pedestrian trail system.
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During our community partner meeting, we printed maps and asked 
our partners general  questions like, where would you put new parks, 
which roads do you walk or avoid, and we got various answers. All 
communities partners were eager to show and draw on the maps with 
energy and determination to make a change in their neighborhood. 
While Pomona is working on the Parks Master Plan, current local expert 
intake is not engaging and only scratches the surface of community 
needs. Community led design meetings will be more representative of 
the community, thus creating a more successful parks master plan while 
increasing commitment to the plan.

Park activation is critical, but requires park usage and 
programming. Community meetings revealed that not 
all parks were frequented as much and each had its 
specific programming. The city currently provides an 
Arcgis Browser to locate parks, their sizes, and amenities. 
Programming information is accessed through the city’s 
catalog. The most recent catalog shows few park events 
such as little league and halloween events.

Merging Catalog and Park Arcgis Browser into a helpful app 
for park users giving real time event, time, and location to 
events and programming in parks would benefit residents, 
so they do not have to wait for Programming Catalogs. 
Spontaneous programming such as “cooling stations” on 
hot days, exercise groups, pickleball tournaments, food 
truck date night, and puppy meet-ups could be selected 
to give users information regarding the event and location. 

Figure 2.5 App Merging Pomona Catalog and Park Locater. There should 
be an app for residents to share about spontaneous park programming. 

Figure 2.6 Mapping Activity with Clean & Green Pomona. Community members are local 
experts, want to make impact, and have great solutions.

Activate Pomona’s parks by providing park programming 
information.

Objective 1:
Increase the community’s capacity to make changes to their landscapes 
for sense of ownership leading to continued park use.

Objective 2:



Downtown Trail
Pomona’s current general plan identifies 
Garey Ave and Mission Blvd as main 
corridors. Both streets interesect and span 
the entire city in cardinal directions.

The Downtown trail intersects Garey & 
Mission and connects four schools and four 
parks. As the trail intersects the corridors, 
users can still travel north & south without 
having to use Garey Ave, which has heavy 
vehicle use. This trail would be designed for 
traffic calming to enhance user experience.

Neighborhood Trail
During community meetings, our partners 
shared that there are many residents 
without access to a car and many only go 
to the nearest park, if at all. A proposed 
Neighborhood Trail can connect many 
residents to a trail system which connects 
and expands Pomona’s park system. 
This proposed Neighborhood trail will 
connect more than 10 schools and 5 Parks. 
Similar to the Downtown Trail, Pomona’s 
Neighborhood Trail will provide pedestrian 
support, and sufficient wayfinding.

BeltlineTrail
The open space and recreation trail is the 
largest of all the trails. The idea behind the 
open space trail  is to promote connectivity 
to Pomona’s wildlife areas.  Opportunities 
to convert roads with wider sidewalks or 
medians converted into Class I bike lane 
for enhanced support and for increased 
speed. The trail would connect more than 
15 schools, and more than 10 parks.

Figure 2.7 Downtown Trail connecting the city’s civic 
services and art district.

Figure 2.8 Neighborhood Trail connecting dense 
residentials.

Figure 2.9 Beltline Trail connecting the larger habitat 
parks and open spaces.

               Schools
               Existing Parks                                                 
               Downtown Trail
  Data from LA County Geohub                                  

Increase connectivity between neighborhoods, parks, and open spaces.

Objective 3:

               Schools
               Existing Parks                                                 
               Neighborhood Trail
  Data from LA County Geohub                                  

               Schools
               Existing Parks                                                 
               Wildlife Trail
  Data from LA County Geohub                                  



Goal 4

Use park & open spaces to 
support habitat and wildlife 

connectivity.

Re-establish natural ecosystem function in parks and 
throughout the city

Reduce air, water, and noise 
pollution around parks.

Use parks to mitigate climate 
change effects.

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3



Goal # 4 : Re-establish the natural ecosystem function in 
parks and throughout the city.

Objective  1
Use park & open spaces to 
support habitat and wildlife 

connectivity.

Objective  2
Reduce air, water, and noise 

pollution around parks

• Action 1.A. Identify gaps in regional wildlife connectivity and promote the enhancement   
                     of these connections through land acquisition and/or redesign.
• Action 1.B. Integrate native vegetation or other elements that support wildlife in city        
                      parks.
• Action 1.C. Establish maintenance standards that preserve ecosystem function and 
                      minimize harmful chemicals or practices that degrade wildlife habitat.

• Action 2.A. Plant 1,000 trees per year in parks and along streets.
• Action 2.B. Implement best practices for directing or treating stormwater.
• Action 2.C. Implement design strategies for reducing noise and air pollution.

Objective  3
Use parks to mitigate 
climate chance effects

• Action 3.A. Select plants that are hardy, low-water use, and are more appropriate for 
                     the local climate’s heat or drought conditions.
• Action 3.B. Provide natural shading and cooling.
• Action 3.C. Facilitate use of parks in the cooler evening and night hours.
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Elephant H
ill

Westmont Hill

Connecting Major Patches
Considering the regional habitat context, significant ecological 
areas, existing parks, vacant parcels, and government-owned 
right-of-way/open space, we propose focusing on preserving 
the Elephant & Westmont Hills as large habitat patches and 
utilizing available parcels to minimize disconnected crossing 
gaps for wildlife/human access to these hills. These linkage 
pieces will simultaneously serve as recreational space or 
educational opportunities to connect with nature.

Riparian Habitat
Because Pomona’s creeks are natural assets too, we propose 
claiming a collection of scattered, but relatively close vacant 
parcels on the industrial, east side with value to re-establish riparian 
habitats. While these parcels face more isolation challenges in 
connecting to Elephant & Westmont Hills, these parcels are ideal 
open space to support riparian habitat, should the concreted San 
Antonio Creek become more naturalized in long-term vision.

  Habitat Patches/Links                                                                                                                
               Significant Ecological Area
               Existing Parks & Open Space                                                 
               Government Owned Parcels
               Vacant Parcels (not gov-owned)
               Non-vacant Parcels
               Road Barriers
  Data from LA County Geohub

Figure 2.10 Major Patches Focus Area in Phillips Ranch. Figure 2.12 Vacant Land Along San Antonio Creek.

Use park & open spaces to support habitat and wildlife connectivity.

Objective 1:

Figure 2.11 Vacant 1158 S East End.



Cal-Adapt data shows that temperatures are expected to continue 
increasing compared to historically recorded temperatures. Thus, we 
want to provide tree canopies for cooling as well as shade structures 
so people can still come out to use the parks instead of staying home 
with the costly air conditioner. We also want to select appropriate plant 
palettes that are hardy and have higher tolerance for drought and heat 
in anticipation for Pomona’s climate conditions.

Because Pomona’s concentrations of PM2.5 and ozone are in the top 
10-30% compared to the rest of California, we want to continue to plant 
more trees to help with the air pollutants, especially near the freeways. 
We also want to protect the hydrology systems by implementing best 
practices for directing or managing stormwater and protecting the 
creeks within Pomona. Stormwater strategies may include draining 
runoff towards rain garden planters with phytoremediating plants. We 
further want to reduce noise pollution, with ideas including dense, taller 
shrub or tree plantings.

Predicted
Emissions peak in 2040 then decline
               82.6°F - 82.9°F                         
               83.0°F - 83.2°F        
               83.3°F - 83.4°F
               83.5°F - 83.7°F
               83.8°F - 84.0°F
  Data from Cal-Adapt

0 1 2 Miles

0 1 2 Miles

Historical
Observed between 1961 to 1990     
               76.2°F - 76.7°F                         
               76.8°F - 77.4°F        
               77.5°F - 77.7°F
               77.8°F - 77.9°F
               78.0°F - 78.2°F
  Data from Cal-Adapt

Figure 2.13 Rain Garden. Figure 2.14 Drought Tolerant Oak.

Figure 2.15 Historical and Predicted Annual Maximum Temperatures.

Reduce air, water, and noise pollution around parks.

Objective 2:

Use parks to mitigate climate change effects.

Objective 3:



Chapter 3
Spatial Design
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Developing New Parks: 
San Antonio Park

Enhancing Existing Parks: 
Philadelphia Park

Wildlife & Human Connections 
to Westmont Hill

Pomona Pedestrian 
Trail System

Spatial Design Locations



Design Overview
Intent
The spatial designs presented in this chapter are meant 

to illustrate the key ideas and concepts that support our 

overall vision and key goals.

Locations
Four focus areas were chosen to illustrate possible ways 
of achieving the desired goals for the overall vision. These 
included a vacant industrial lot proposed as a new park 
at the intersection of east Mission Boulvard and San 
Antonio Avenue, improvements to existing Philadelphia 
Park, a wildlife open space on Rio Rancho Road and a 
trail network connecting the greater Pomona including 
portions of Monterey Avenue, Towne Avenue, and the 
Thompson Creek Wash.



Analysis
Philadelphia Park is one of three parks in Pomona’s 3rd 
District. Surrounded by residential communities and adjacent 
to Philadelphia Elementary School, the park is heavily used for 
weekend soccer games with light recreational use during the 
week due to limited options for alternative use. It offers a small 
playground and two basketball courts in poor condition and 
a community center. The trail inside the park connects both 
entry points that are located at the North and South ends of the 
park. However, the trail is relatively uneven and inconsistant in 
quality across the park. The community has expressed concern 
for safe walkability for the elderly and the limited accessibility 
to the park due to the entry points, parking, and park hours.

Opportunities & Constraints
Philadelphia park is an asset to the community, offering the 
opportunity to achieve the goals and objects outlined in this 
advocacy plan and it is for this reason that is has been selected 
for illustration. Future acquisition of space and a shared use 
agreement with the school district can add acreage to increase 
park space for the community, and activation can be achieved 
by offering alternative options for recreation. Activation can 
improve safety and public health, while allowing space for 
vendors and farmers markets can extend evening hours and 
activities that would generate funds to enhance and maintain 
park amenities, including community center activities. The 
greatest challenge may be in finding favor to establish a shared 
use agreement.
 

Enhancing Existing Parks:
Philadelphia Park

Figure 3.1 Philadelphia Park and Surrounding Community.
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Design Schematic - Activation Through Expanded Use

Figure 3.2 Schematic Design Plan.

Trail Vendors

Outdoor Gym
Community 

Center

Spectator & Picnic Space Soccer Fields

Multi Use Dog Park



Accessibility & Vendor Space
Activating the park system brings limitless benefits through 
opportunities for recreation, community engagement, public 
health, and safety. Space for vendors and farmers markets 
can generate funds to improve and maintain park amenities 
and activities at the community center. Park vendors can 
enrich evening life at the park and on weekends during soccer 
games. The remodeled park space considers opportunities 
for cooling during summer months with concerts and movies 
at park. Accessability can increase by expanding space, 
increasing entry points and enhancing shaded walkable 
space. Figure 3.3 Existing Philadelphia Park North Entrance.

Figure 3.4  Proposed Design at North Entrance.
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Figure 3.5  Existing Philadelphia Park South Entrance.

Recreational Space & Opportunity
Extending neighborhood access with enhanced points of entry and 
walkable spaces will encourage park users. Adding well maintained 
trails with dense landscapes will increase park appeal, safety, mental 
health and accessibility for visitors of all ages. Increasing tree canopy 
will provide cooling shade, ecosystem services, natural habitat, and 
opportunities for mitigating air pollution. Introducing a designated 
dog park arena will encourage community members to interact in 
a safe environment while allowing the space necessary for mental 
health and relaxation. The proposed trail will connect all points of 
entry and designated spaces. The trail should be large enough to 
allow for passive walking, active running and shaded seating. The 
outdoor gym will provide opportunities for exercise that integrate 
well with the trail, to create an immersive fitness experience.

Figure 3.6  Proposed Design at South Entrance.



Developing New Parks: 
San Antonio Park
Analysis
The selected vacant land is located at the intersection 
of east Mission Boulevard And San Antonio Avenue so 
we are calling it San Antonio Park. It totals approximately 
6.5 acres and is located in an industrial area with many 
industrial buildings currently in use as well as vacant lots. 
To its west, there are also residential homes. From this 
parcel, it is a 0.8 miles walking distance to Garfield Park 
and 0.7 miles to Washington Park, meaning the nearby 
residents have to walk further than 0.25 miles to a park.

Opportunities & Constraints
The ultimate goal of this proposed design is to turn an 
empty lot into a green space with supporting mixed-use 
commercial, residential, and restaurant use within a green 
park setting. Another intent is to create a green linkage 
connecting to Garfield Park to the North and Washington 
Park to the south. Accomplishing both intents allows us 
to provide more green spaces with pedestrian-friendly 
access to the other nearby parks while simultaneously 
providing more housing for the community. Incorporating 
the mixed-use building furthermore creates an economic 
opportunity through the new shops and restaurants. 
Finally, by adding this green space with a more family-
friendly environment and increased eye on the streets, 
we will promote safety and deter unwanted activities in 
the park.

Figure 3.7 Proposed Location for San Antonio Park.
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This is an axon view of the new, proposed park’s design. Buildings 
on one side are reserved for residential while buildings on the 
other side are mixed-use, with the first floors designated for 

stores or commercials and floors above for residential. Between 
these buildings, a beautiful green space with easy access for all 
the neighbors will allow for outdoor park recreation. 

A. Residential Buildings 
B. Retail Stores 
C. AMA Donuts; One of the earliest McDonald’s in Pomona.
D. Kids Playground
E. Outdoor Dining Area

F. Workout Equipments 
G. Event/ Sitting Area 
H. Shade Struchure with Sitting Area
I.  Plants Garden 
J. Walking Trail

Figure 3.9 New Proposed San Antonio Park’s  Axon View.
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Figure 3.11 Proposed Kids Playground.

Figure 3.12 Proposed Outdoor Dining Area.

Playground
The proposed park includes a playground for 
children that is designed with an open, airy 
setting so parents can see the entire playground 
for easier supervision. There will still be trees 
incorporated to shade the kids as they enjoy the 
quality playground equipment that meets safety 
standards. Lots of green patches with interesting 
plantings are added around the playground to 
soften the overall hardscapes while adding a 
fresh touch to the space. Lighting is another 
critical element of this design. All the lighting 
was spread equally around the park so everyone 
can continue to use the park during the night.

Outdoor Dining
The park includes an outdoor dining area for 
families to enjoy fresh air and food. Behind it 
towards the residential buildings is a workout 
area with equipment suitable for the elderly. The 
pad throughout the entire space is based on 
ADA codes. Finally, throughout the open space, 
assortments of plantings that attract butterflies 

will add another layer of interest for park users.

More trees and 
plant materials.

Equally 
spread-out 

lighting

Playful
playground 

with mulch, that 
meets safety 

standards

Figure 3.10 Existing. 

Plants that 
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butterfliesADA 
Accessible

Paths 

Peremeable 
Paving 

Workout 
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Shade Structure Seating
In this section of the park, shade structures with 
seatings were proposed to facilitate passive 
uses. This spot is perfect for individuals or smaller  
gatherings to  read, relax, and enjoy the beautiful 
garden view. There is also ample space for 
children to roam or run around, as they interact 
with the plant materials or observe the butterflies 
and birds that are attracted there. The central 
garden planter will incorporate native or drought-
tolerant plants and large shady trees such as the 
Coast Live Oak [Quercus agrifolia].

Open Event Area 
Near the kids’ playground shown earlier, a 

flexible open space with seating is designed to 

accommodate for events like art festivals that 

can be held seasonally to activate the park 

space during different times of the year. The 

area includes an accessible pad for the outdoor 

workout space. Lighting throughout the space 

will also allow night-time use of the parks so that 

the seasonal events can last for longer hours.

Figure 3.14 Proposed Shade Structure Seating.

Figure 3.15 Proposed Open Event Area.
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Figure 3.16 Proposed Pomona Pedestrian Trail System.

System Overview
Currently, Pomona’s pedestrian system 
is dominated by vehicle usage. Vehicle 
usage is the main mode of transporation, 
and it is reflected by the amount of 
space car space that is designated 
on Pomona’s streets. There are many 
opportunities to improve the pedestrian 
system within Pomona’s Boundaries. 
The first opportunity is to connect 
the the city’s parks and schools 
to underserved park communities. 
Second opportunity, connect the city’s 
Transit Oriented Districts to existing 
and future metrolink stations to 
pedestrians and bicyclists to enhance 
the city’s regional active transportation 
opportunities. Lastly, availabile space 
to support pedestrian usage.

Design Principles
1. Provide community park access, 
school access, and regional access.
2. Incorporate existing street structures 
into more pedestrian oriented designs. 
3. Use underserved park communities 
as anchor for trail design.
4. Provide tree canopy to provide 
shade and trail continuity. 
5. Provide barriers, space between 
traffic and pedestrians,  and increase 
pedestrian visibility.
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Downtown Trail
At the corner of Monterey Avenue and Garey Avenue, 

Monterey Station Apartments are one of Pomona’s 

denses living structures. The apartments are 

surrounded by industrial and commercial land use 

types, and are located within 1/8 mile to the Pomona’s 

downtown Metrolink station.  Monterey Avenue has 

many opportunities to enhance pedestrian connections 

via pedestrian supported and designated trail. The 

Downtown trail would use Monterey Avenue, Park 

Avenue, Palomares Street, and Phillips Boulevard to 

provide pedestrian circulation surrounding Pomona’s 

downtown.  

Bioswale

Additional Tree 
Canopy 

Enhanced 
Crosswalk 
Visibility

Trail 
Map

Shrubs used 
as vehicle 

barrier

Vehicle Parking
 and Vehicle Lane

Downtown
Pomona

Metrolink 
Station 

Monterey Station 
Apartments Commercial

Univeristy

Industrial

Residential

Figure 3.18  Downtown Trail: Land Use near Monterey Station Apartments and Metrolink & Downtown 
Connection.

Figure 3.19  Enhanced Pedestrian trail with reduced vehicle turning lane.Figure 3.17  Existing and Proposed street structures at Monterey Ave.
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Neighborhood Trail
Pomona’s General Plan provides distinct plans 

for commercial corridors (Garey Avenue & 

Mission Boulevard), but leaves out Pomona’s 

neighborhoods. The Neighborhood trail provides 

pedestrian circulation, park access, school access, 

and recreation opportunity using Towne Avenue, 

Alvarado Street, White Avenue, and Franklin Avenue. 

Trail designation and pedestrian support is provided 

by oppotunities from street width and low vehicle 

traffic. Trail signage and vehicle barriers will allow 

pedestrians to use the trail to walk or ride to a nearby 

park. 

Powerline Converted 
to Underground 

System

School 
Crosswalk

Pedestrian 
Support

Trail 
Map

Walking and 
Bicycle Trail

Alcott 
Elementary

Permeable 
Asphalt

Figure 3.22  Neighborhood Trail: Land Use near Towne Ave & Franklin with school connection. 

Figure 3.23  Proposed perspective of Pomona Neighborhood Trail.

Figure 3.20 Existing street view on Towne Ave near Alcott Elementary.

Figure 3.21  Existing and Proposed street structures at Towne Ave.
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Beltline Trail
At the corner of White Avenue and the entrance to the 

Thompson Wash showcases a section of Pomona’s 

proposed Beltline Trail which finds opportunity in 

providing pedestrians increased circulation of the city 

and connections to schools, parks, wildlife, recreation, 

and Metrolink connection on Bonita Avenue. The 

entrance from White Avenue adjacent to the Thompson 

Wash uses appropriate trail signage, drought tolerant 

plants, and paved surface for bicycle usage. The 

proposed Beltlline Trail being the largest trail connect 

the cities most underserved park communities. 

Drought 
Tolerant

Recreation 
Trail

Permeable 
Asphalt

Trail 
Map

Thompson 
Wash Barrier

Fairplex Utility

Fairplex Parking

Thompson Wash

Figure 3.26  Beltline Trail: Land Use near White Ave & Thompson Wash near Pomona Fairplex. 

Figure 3.27  Proposed perspective of Pomona Beltline Trail System.

Figure 3.24  Existing street view of Thompson Wash on White Ave.

Figure 3.25  Existing and Proposed street structures at Thompson 
Wash.
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Wildlife & Human Connections to Westmont Hill
Overview
The intention is to facilitate access to Westmont and Elephant 
Hills. Government-owned or vacant parcels can be used as open 
space for both wildlife linkage and human recreation. Proposed 
trails connect these parcels, existing paths and open spaces to 
Westmont Hill. One government-owned parcel within this network 
is a crescent-shaped piece along Rio Rancho Road. This piece 
faces terrain challenges, with steep slopes to its north and gentler 
slopes to its southern edges. There is also an elevation drop in the 
center where an intermitten stream runs. This stream gives this 
parcel a riparian environment unlike any other in the city. There are 
many trees and an existing paved path running from the east and 
ending abruptly in the middle that can be extended.
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Rio Rancho Rd

Q uiet Hills RdPhillips Ranch Rd

              Ecologically Significant Areas
               Existing Parks & Open Space                                                
               Proposed Patches/Linkages
               Existing Trails
               Proposed Trails
Data from LA County Geohub

Figure 2.28 Government owned 
crescent parcel along Rio Rancho 
Road.

Westmont Hill

Elep
han

t H
ill

Figure 3.30  Crescent Parcel photos show terrain changes and 
proximity to Green Belt (west) and the Edison corridor (north).

Figure 3.29 Open space in Phillips Ranch provides opportunities 
to make key connections for wildlife and humans.
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Design Principles
1. Work with existing conditions to minimize   
    disturbance and  preserve trees.
2. Add primary trails suitable for pedestrians/     
   bicyclists/ADA access and secondary trails for   
   flexible exploration.
3. Incorporate dense layerings of plant communities 
    for richer wildlife diversity; choose natives and San 
   Gabriel River riparian-appropriate plants.
4. Capture slope runoff to minimize stream impact    
    and to provide another retained source of water 
    for animals.
5. Incorporate educational signage and wayfinding.

Southern 
CA Edison 
Corridor

Green 
Belt

               Primary Trail
               Secondary Trail
               Stream (visible)
 Stream (underground)
 Existing Bikelane

Rio Rancho Rd
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Falling Leaf Cir

Pepperwood C
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 View
 D
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Edgebrook D
rPhillips Ranch Rd

East Rain 
Garden

West Rain 
Garden

Bioswale along 
slope base & trail

Steep Slopes
Bus Stop

North
Entry

Corner Entry 
with Monument

Steep Slopes

Gentle Slopes

Flat Picnic Area

Stream crossing

Side
Entry

Corner Entry 
& Gathering

Canyon Rim Rd

Figure 3.31 Crescent Parcel Conceptual Plan.
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Figure 3.32  Layer plant materials for multi-functions. (information from National Wildlife Federation).
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Corner Entry
At the corner of Rio Rancho Road and Meadow View 
Drive will be a refurbished planter wall that serves 
as monumentation to identify this crescent parcel. 
The current hedge can be substituted with native, 
accent plants that highlight the local environment, 
such as Foothill Penstemon [Penstemon heterophyllus] 
with eye-catching blue flowers. Behind it is one of 
the site’s rain garden collecting slope runoff directed 
towards it via the bioswale along the slope base. 
Another bioswale running parallel with the street will 
buffer pedestrians from the busy road while helping 
with stormwater infiltration. Along the primary trail 
leading into the interior of this open space park will 
be seatings for larger and more intimate gatherings.

North Entry
At the north of the crescent parcel is a linear entry 
spot right in between two residential homes. Trees 
with smaller mature size (to accommodate for the 
utility line here) and taller, dense shrubs such as 
Toyon [Heteromeles arbutifolia] or Lemonade Berry 
[Rhus integrifolia] will be added as structural plants 
for screening and cooling. Medium to shorter shrubs  
such as Cleveland Sage [Salvia clevelandii] provide 
nectar for pollinators while groundcovers further help 
with weed suppression and erosion. Plants selected 
shall be either natives to re-establish the natural 
community or appropriate for the local environment, 
with identifying signage to help visitors learn about 
them.

Refurbished Wall as 
Monument Signage

Accent Plants

Rain 
Garden

Bioswale 
along HillBioswale 

along 
Street

Bus 
Stop

Dog Waste
Station

Park 
Map

Plant I.D.

Educational
Signage

Taller
shrubs

Shorter 
shrubs and 

groundcover

Added Trees on Side 
without Powerlines

Gathering
Spots

Figure 3.33 Corner Entry with monument signage and primary trail leading into the interior.

Figure 3.34 North Entry connects the crescent parcel and other open space that leads to Westmont Hill.
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Along the Trails
Along the trails, there will be wayfinding and 
educational signange in addition to benches for 
seating. For parts of the primary trail along the 
northern perimeter where the slope towards the 
central area is steep, there will be edge plantings 
to help with erosion management. Examples of 
possible plant materials include Yarrow [Achillea 
millefolium] or California Aster [Symphyotrichum 
chilense]. There will also be low, log fence posts to 
give people a sense of the edge so they can stay 
off it for safety. The log fence’s lower height will 
minimize obstruction to sight in order to highlight 
the natural views of the area below the slopes, as 
well as the site overall.

Below the Slopes
At the bottom of the slopes will be a bioswale 
directing hill runoff into rain gardens located 
where the hills meet more level, flat grounds. This 
minimizes stream impact and retains an additional 
source of water for animals. The self-exploratory 
secondary trails lead to the stream, which can be 
crossed via wooden platforms. A layering of plant 
materials continues here, from trees for overhead 
canopy, down to taller, medium, or low shrubs and 
groundcover to promote greater species diversity 
by providing various shelter or resource types. Plant 
materials suitable for the riparian zone adjacient to 
the stream include Soft Rush [Juncus effusus] or 
Scarlet Monkeyflower [Erythranthe cardinalis].

Rain 
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Bioswale

Educational
Signage

Low Fence 
Posts

Hillside 
Shrubs

Groundcover

Primary
Trail

Secondary
Trail

Seating 
Along Path

Wayfinding
Signage

Parallel 
Primary 

Trail

Stream 
Crossing

Figure 3.35 Primary Trail with stable surfaces suitable for bicycles and ADA access direct foot traffic.

Figure 3.36 Below the slopes will be bioswales and raingardens to buffer hill runoff from the stream.
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