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The Christmas holiday season has always been my favorite 
time of year for personal reflection and gratitude.  It is 
a time to recommit ourselves to the vision we share to 
transform lives in our communities.  The very gift we give 
to others is most assuredly a gift we also receive.  

Happy New Year and may blessings abound for you and 
your loved ones in 2019 and beyond!
 
In this exciting edition of “The Focus,” we have highlights of 
the special Friendship Month activities celebrated by all 80 
Chapters throughout the Southern Area.  Your celebrations 
are reflected with articles and pictorials of transformative 
service and friendship; and our 2018 Fall efforts which 
include promoting healthy lifestyles, offering student 
support, providing international impact and taking part in 
a great Leadership Summit in Biloxi, Mississippi.

As always, please accept my thanks for your continued support of our Signature Programs: One 
Mission, One Love, Southern Area Loves HBCUs and PReP/HIV Awareness.  Your dedication and 
commitment to our transformative service resulted in truly phenomenal accomplishments. Together 
we have inspired members to be engaged, created effective programs and transformed the Southern 
Area.  Serving the communities is a pillar of our foundation and doing so in friendship is what makes 
us unique and effective! 

Of course, your Executive Committee has been hard at work throughout the holiday with initial 
planning for our 2019 Southern Area Conference in Orlando, Florida.  This edition is yet another 
collaboration with our e-Communications Chair, Link Kimberly Sweet and each of your excellent 
submissions! 

I trust that you are as excited and inspired as I am to be a member of The Southern Area of The Links, 
Incorporated!  You already know that I believe this is an exciting time to be in Southern Area; and, you 
already know that I believe we are SASI –Southern Area Strong Indeed! 

In Friendship and Service, 

Link

CONTENTS
TABLE OF CONTENTS GREETINGS

FROM THE AREA DIRECTOR



www.salinksinc.org | Winter Edition 2019 | The FOCUS | 54 | The FOCUS | Winter Edition 2019 | www.salinksinc.org

MIND BODY SPIRIT
Link Elizabeth Jackson, Southern Area Chair, Mind Body and Spirit

Thirteen women who shared a vision, established The Links, 
Incorporated’s Sixth Club in eastern North Carolina on April 18, 
1948. The Wilson-Rocky Mount-Tarboro Club was the first in what 
is now known as the Southern Area. Like their predecessors, 
these Southern Area women were strong indeed and focused 
their efforts on transformational educational, civic and cultural 
programs which would improve the lives of residents in their 
community.

Today, the Southern Area of The Links, Incorporated consists of 4500 members in 80 chapters 
located in 7 states and the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. These phenomenal Southern women 
understand that being strong is a matter of the mind, body and spirit.  How do we gain and maintain 
our strength?  We are born from and rooted in great moral power and courage.  When we tap into 
that, we become powerful.  That strength fuels our drive to transform communities, serve others and 
embrace them in the true spirit of friendship.   

Seeking, building and maintaining strength is a key component of the magnificent women called 
“Southern Area Links.”  Like our organization, we have many facets.  We are “women who are so strong, 
they can be gentle; so educated, they can be humble; so fierce, they can be compassionate; so 
passionate, they can be rational; and so disciplined, they can be free.” (Kavita Ramdas, Ford Corporation 
Senior Advisor)

When we look in the mirror, we see a woman who is both soft and powerful, as well as unselfish and 
protective. We feel deeply and love without bounds. We are practical, spiritual and allow our tears to 
flow as abundantly as our laughter. We are not victims, but rather victors, and understand the power 
of forgiveness.

We Southern Area Links use the hard lessons in life as stepping stones toward creating stronger and 
safer communities. We seek to be a blessing to every relationship in our lives: family, friends and 
neighbors. We want to be the women others can look to for inspiration, wisdom, support and loyalty.

As Strong Southern Area Links, we have an indomitable will and bold determination. When we enter 
a room, we want you to see us as confident and secure, not as someone desperately chasing the 
spotlight.  Whether we are in the shadows or front and center, our focus is on the outcome and 
benefit to others.  
We know that complaining and making excuses is a waste of time.  Our energy is channeled creatively, 
making the best out of every situation.  

Yes, we look good in a suit, but that is not the source of our strength.  Our spirit, moral compass and 
desire to transform the lives of others, with a warm embrace, defines who we are.  That is our essence, 
it is at the core of who we are and what we do.  It makes us SASI, Southern Area Strong Indeed!

MIND
BODY
SPIRIT

MBS
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Transition of Area Officers will occur during the 2019 Area Conference 
throughout The Links, Incorporated. In the Southern Area, our 
Nominating Committee is finalizing the slate of officers. Please be 
mindful of all campaign and election guidelines in preparation for 
balloting. Chapter delegates will cast votes on behalf of each Chapter. 

See below for your information. 

- One piece of electronic campaign literature may be submitted to the Area Nominating Chair to be 
posted on the Area website prior to the Area Conference. Candidate profiles may be posted in the 
Members Only section of the website. No other campaign literature may be distributed physically or 
via social networking. Members or chapters who distribute additional campaign literature on behalf 
of a candidate shall be subject to disciplinary action and may jeopardize a candidate’s eligibility to 
run for office.

-  Campaign speeches are scheduled at the Area Conference in Orlando, FL. The maximum time 
allowed for speeches in three (3) minutes for officer candidates, and two (2) minutes for candidates 
for Foundation Representative and Nominating Committee candidates. In- person presentations are 
required. Videos are not permitted. A Candidates’ Forum will follow the candidate speeches and will 
not exceed 60 minutes. All other campaigning at the Assembly is prohibited, including the wearing 
of paraphernalia that advertises a candidate.

-  Each candidate may appoint one member of The Links, Incorporated, who is not a relative, to 
monitor the election in her behalf. At the beginning of the Area Conference, the Chair of the Election 
Committee will announce the time and place when names are to be submitted. 

-  As a technical matter of procedure, the slate will be placed officially in nomination by the Nominating 
Committee at the Area Conference in Orlando, FL. Other nominations may come from the floor. 
These nominees must have given permission to be nominated prior to being nominated. They, too, 
must submit a completed candidate profile electronically, be certified as meeting the appropriate 
qualifications, a pay a non-refundable candidate fee of $50.00 electronically for campaign and 
election administrative costs. The Nominating Committee will circulate their profiles at the next 
plenary session. Nominees from the floor will be allowed time to deliver campaign speeches.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Nominating Committee Chair at: 
nominatingchair@salinksinc.org.

Basic Campaign and Election Guidelines
Link Yolanda Dixon, Southern Area Chair, Nominating Committee

O P E R AT I O N S
N OT E S

OPERATIONS NOTES
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As the New Year begins it is important to start thinking about how 
we will prepare to properly transition and store documents.  As the 
custodian of the chapter’s records, the Chapter Secretary is responsible 
for maintaining accurate documentation, reviewing and updating 
documents as necessary and for making sure all documents are safely 
stored and readily accessible. Partner with your Chapter Archivist to get 
this important work done.  

Knowing your chapter’s habits lays the best groundwork for setting 
up a system to collect important information including both internal 

documents like minutes and public items like correspondence.   It is important to create a system 
that will be used in a practical way by chapter members. Documents can be saved online, on an 
external drive or in paper files.  First, the documents to be saved must be agreed upon.  

-Minutes, letters, reports, and other items are important as they accurately portray a chapter’s work 
and activities over a period of time.  Choose a specific order for the files and create chronological, 
alphabetical or subject headings to organize the data.  

-Preparing minutes for storage and future access involves getting the final copy of the file, locking it 
as a PDF or similar file and preserving it on an external storage device, like a disk or jump drive. If you 
need a printed copy, you will be able to email it or print it from the external drive. 

-This collected, organized and catalogued information can also be uploaded to online storage. For 
those who are using a Dropbox or Cloud System, uploading this information is an easy way to make it 
accessible to many people who might need or want to access to it.  Additionally, this provides another 
level of preservation while allowing chapters to “go green,” eliminating paper copies, protecting the 
environment and sustaining natural resources for current and future generations.  

-Making the most of technology and going green is the goal of both The Links, Incorporated and The 
Southern Area.  However, if your chapter still has most files on paper, preserving documents must be 
done the old-fashioned way and can be labor intensive.  All items must be re-printed on acid-free 
paper to prevent yellowing.  They have to be organized (chronologically, alphabetically, etc.), stored in 
proper containers (also acid-free) and held in climate-controlled areas until they are transferred to a 
proper repository.

The Chapter Secretary should “tag team” with the Chapter Archivist in terms of collecting, storing and 
housing chapter documents and the chapter archival collection.  Housing your documents should 
not involve a house at all, but rather online storage, external drives, a climate-controlled facility or 
repository.  If you have any questions or need assistance, feel free to contact Southern Area Secretary 
Vanessa Falls at: secretary@salinksinc.org.  

More members seek to use credit /debit cards and online platforms to 
conduct business. In response to those requests, The Links, Incorporated’s 
national Finance Committee is providing the option of PayPal, which is 
widely known and utilized. PayPal offers the same protections as a credit 
card and has powerful fraud and consumer protections in place. Listed 
below are key highlights your chapter should be aware of if the chapter 
decides and votes to use PayPal:
 
• PayPal is an online payment and processing platform.
• A Business Account, versus an Individual Account, is recommended.
• There is no fee to open account.
• Depending on type of account established, there could be a monthly fee.
• Accounts must be opened in the name of the Chapter - not in the name of an individual.
• All PayPal accounts allow you to send and receive payments.
• A User Agreement must be signed by the Chapter President and kept in a file with the Chapter 
Treasurer.
• The Chapter Treasurer must be assigned as the Administrator and manage the account, run reports, 
provide refunds, set-up buttons and transfer funds to the Chapter Accounts.
• Only the Treasurer may withdraw funds from the account or provide refunds.
• PayPal will not send checks to the Links Foundation and payments sent via the Chapter PayPal 
Account are not tax deductible.
• Disclosure statements are required when accepting contributions so that donors are aware that 
their contribution is not tax-deductible.
• Money can be withdrawn from your PayPal account to your bank account at no cost.
 
If your chapter does decide to use PayPal the following steps must be taken:
 
• The chapter must approve the establishment of an account by a 2/3 majority vote, with a 48 hour 
written advance notice, and agree to the payment of the associated fees.
• A line item must be established on the budget for processing fees, which cannot be passed on the 
member.
• The Chapter Treasurer must set-up the account and serve as Administrator.
 
Remember, the bottom line is extreme oversight.  Security of member funds is of the utmost of 
importance.  This proposed change will be incorporated in the next release of the Financial Handbook.  
If you gave questions or need information, contact Southern Area Treasurer Lonneen M. Brown at: 
treasurer@salinksinc.org.  

OPERATIONS NOTESOPERATIONS NOTES

Handling Old Documents in the New Year
Link Vanessa Falls, Southern Area Chair, Secretary

Financially Linked Exciting News –Utilization of PayPal
Link Lonneen M. Brown, Southern Area Chair, Treasurer
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A R E A
S I G N AT U R E

U P DAT E S

Antonio MacMillan and Maya York are just two of the 55 students from HBCUs throughout the 
Southern Area who received a helping hand and much needed cash to help them stay in school.  Our 
HBCU scholarships are fully funded and both students and the institutions they attend are reaping 
the benefits.  The students were required to be Juniors in good standing at HBCUs who majored in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math or the Arts.  Those who received the endorsement of their 
institutions received the $1,000 scholarship before the end of the Fall break.  Our Signature Initiative 
not only supports students, but meets their financial needs.  Keep supporting our HBCUs and their 
students.  We are all excited to see what they will accomplish in the future.  

     SA
LINKS

HBCUs

AREA SIGNATURE UPDATES
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Watford Hill Primary School in Hanover Parish, Jamaica will 
soon have a very important addition thanks to members 
of the Southern Area of The Links, Incorporated.  Members 
have raised enough funds to build a pre-school addition to 
the existing building.  This addition will help provide much 
needed educational efforts and provide additional students 
to increase the school’s population.  The Jamaican Ministry 
of Education, Watford Hill Baptist Church Committee, 
The Hanover Municipal Corporation and the Watford Hill 
School Board have all signed off on the plans.  Southern 
Area Director Anne Turner Herriott recently traveled to 
Jamaica to visit the school and discuss our next steps 
with all those involved.  Jamaican schools are required to have 100 students.  Watford Hill Primary 
has just about 60. However, with the new addition, there will be enough students to sustain the 
school and those who attend will be better prepared to learn. Watford Hill Primary is a focal point 
in the community with mothers running a micro-enterprise to raise funds for the school and 
students walking as far as four miles each way to attend class.  This Signature Initiative has been 
strengthened by a partnership with the Unconditional Love for Children Non-Profit Foundation 
founded by Bradenton-Sarasota (FL) Chapter member Carolyn Glenn and Connecting Link Earl Glenn. 

Significant progress has been made in HIV prevention and 
treatment in the US since the first cases were identified in 
1981. While there is no cure, there is effective treatment. 
The goal of treatment is to achieve viral suppression, 
i.e., have the virus under control (amount of HIV in the 
body is undetectable)- Persons with HIV who are aware 
of their status, on antiretroviral medication (medicines 
used to treat HIV) and have their virus under control can 
live healthy lives and have effectively no risk of sexually 
transmitting HIV to an HIV-negative partner.1 Further, persons at high risk for HIV infection can benefit 
from use of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), giving medicine used to treat HIV to persons at high 
risk to reduce transmission. When used correctly, PrEP can reduce the risk of HIV infection among 
persons at high risk by up to 92%.

Despite this progress, HIV is still a significant public health issue. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that about 1.1 million persons were living with HIV at the end of 2015 and 1 in 7 
were unaware of their status.

- Further, disparities exist with gay and bisexual men of all races/ethnicities, young African American 
and Hispanic/Latino gay and bisexual men, African American women, and persons residing in the US 
South being the most disproportionately affected subpopulations. African Americans accounted for 
approximately 44% of HIV diagnoses in 2017 while comprising 13% of the US population.

- Among African Americans, young gay and bisexual males were the most affected subpopulation. 
However, African American females accounted for 60% of new HIV diagnoses among females in 2017.

Disparities vary by geographic region. HIV diagnoses remained stable in the US South from 2012 to 
2016; however, 52% of new HIV diagnoses in the US in 2017 were in the South. 

- The Southern states also accounted for an estimated 46% of persons with HIV at the end of 2015, 
51% of annual new infections, and 51% of persons with undiagnosed HIV infection (2015 data).

- Finally, while rates of HIV diagnoses in 2017 were highest among African Americans regardless of the 
geographic region, the highest rate, 54.4/100,000 population, was in the South.

Factors associated with the disproportionate burden of HIV infection among African Americans and 
in the US South are related to social determinants of health, e.g., stigma, lower awareness of HIV 
status, lack of access to care, discrimination, lower awareness of and use of PrEP, poverty and high-risk 
sexual networks.  National Hiv Initiative Continued On Page 14.

National HIV Initiative
Donna Hubbard McCree, PhD, MPH, RPH

One Mission, One Love

AREA SIGNATURE UPDATES AREA SIGNATURE UPDATES
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AREA SIGNATURE UPDATES

- Therefore, efforts to address the burden must include a focus on these factors. . Additionally, the 
Southern states are typically behind other US regions in some critical HIV prevention and care 
indicators like viral suppression.

Links Sisters, we must address HIV infection in the communities we serve. There is no reason that our 
young men and women should be affected by a preventable infection. All of us have a role to play. 
We can begin by ensuring that alland PrEP for persons at high risk of infection.

 We can also use social media to help the Links members understand the effects of HIV in our 
communities and the benefits of key prevention efforts like treatment for persons with HIV 
conversation going about HIV with a focus on the importance of knowing your status through testing, 
and understanding methods to prevent and treat infection. We can create safe spacesin our homes, 
schools and places of worship to talk openly and honestly about HIV. It is possible to achieve no new 
HIV transmissions in our lifetime. Now is the time and we can be the leaders that make the difference.
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Tentative 2019 Schedule

LINKS DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Mississippi - February 20, 2019
South Carolina - February 27, 2019
Georgia - March 5, 2019
Alabama – April 9, 2019
North Carolina - April 10, 2019
Louisiana - TBD
Florida - TBD

Registration Opens In Febuary
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F R I E N D S H I P 
M O N T H
CHALLENGE  WRAP-UP

F R I E N D S H I P
365
This November’s “friendsgiving” celebrations honored the 
friendships sown, nurtured and sustained in our beloved 
Linkdom.  Weekly challenges inspired members to 
showcase their “Links’ Love” and a specially designed digital 
friendship photo frame set Facebook ablaze Southern 
Area style. Links emailed, texted and posted on social 
media friendship slogans that included #Friendship365, 

#Friendshipfirst, #linksfriendshipgoals, #salinksinc.  

Here is a look – by week – at the creative and diverse ways 
Southern Area chapters celebrated friendship.

 

THE SOUTHERN AREA 
2018 FRIENDSHIP 
MONTH CELEBRATION
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Links gave thanks for and honor to the important 
grandmother, mother, daughter and granddaughter 
connections that strengthen our friendship chain.  Many 
participated.  Here are some of the highlights:
 
-Birmingham (AL) Chapter shared a legacy inspired 
linkspiration and celebrated 9 mother-daughter-
granddaughter relationships. 

-Jacksonville (FL) Chapter members celebrated the bonds 
of their 12 daughters of Links (DOLs) and granddaughters 
of Links (GOLs) with social media postings. 

-Triangle Park (NC) Chapter created an electronic journal  
of their Legacy connections including photos and a written 
statement of what The Links, Incorporated bond has meant 
to them.  

-Orangeburg (SC) Chapter members celebrated their 11 
members who have daughters who are Links.

 -Selected as a “Chapter of the Week for their contribution, 
the Tampa (FL) Chapter celebrated Friendship Month with 
a Legacy Luncheon featuring favorite stories from their 
15 legacy connections. The chapter also holds two sets of 
third generation Links.  

WEEK 1 “Legacy Week”

Members demonstrated true “Southern Area hospitality” 
to people who were the unsuspecting recipients of our 
good deeds.  Many participated.  Here are some of the 
highlights:

-Altamonte Springs (FL) Chapter bagged meals for 200 
needy families in Central Florida with recipients receiving 
fresh produce and other food items.

-Asheville (NC) Chapter delivered homemade cookies to 
domestic violence victims as well as giving handmade 
friendship cards and special gifts to a group of young 
ladies.

-Charlotte (NC) Chapter delivered goodies and special 
messages to 170 administrators and staff at a school that 
was the site of a recent fatal school shooting.

-Durham (NC) Chapter Links collected and transported clothes, cleaning supplies, personal toiletries 
and more to families devastated by hurricanes this fall.  In a second random act of kindness, members 
assembled surprise care packages for first generation college students.

-LeFleur’s Bluff (MS) Chapter focused on empowering women during week two by assembling
and delivering  gift baskets and delivered them to breast cancer survivors, including chapter members.
  
-Shreveport (LA) Chapter delivered “goodie bags” and toiletries to nursing home residents. 

-Triangle Park (NC)  Chapter members provided gift bags containing warm socks, healthy snacks, 
hand warmers and cash to the homeless. They also donated coloring books and art supplies to 
hospitalized children battling sickle cell.

-Tampa (FL) Chapter adopted a family of five severely impacted by a car accident, donating enough 
food, clothing and money to provide for the needs of this family and two other at-risk families in 
Tampa for a month. 

-Tuscaloosa (AL) Chapter members surprised Stillman College students with gas cards to travel home 
for the Thanksgiving holiday, lunch treats, and supplies for the on-campus student pantry.  They also  
provided Thanksgiving dinners for the needy in the community and randomly paid for meals at a 
local restaurant as a surprise.

WEEK 2 “Random Act Of Kindness”

FRIENDSHIP MONTH CHALLENGE WRAP-UP FRIENDSHIP MONTH CHALLENGE WRAP-UP
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Southern Area Links proved that “goodness is catching.”   In 
addition to providing community service, members created 
and distributed friendship toolkits and other gave other 
gifts aimed at encouraging others to repay that kindness 
to someone else.  Many participated.  Here are some of the 
highlights:

-LaGrange (GA) Chapter members donated books to a local 
center.  

-Montgomery (AL) Chapter opted for a day of paying it 
forward.  First, they collected and distributed non-perishable 
food items for needy school children followed by a toy drive.
  
-Triangle Park (NC) Chapter created 47 friendship toolkits 
and  delivered them to the Raleigh, NC Salvation Army 
Women’s Shelter.  Journals, planning guides, thank you 
cards, and other items designed to promote friendship 
were included in the kits. Sixty additional friendship toolkits 
were given to local elementary schools.  The student kits 
included friendship wristbands with the phrase “if you want 
to have good friends, then you must be a good friend.”
 
The Southern Area thanks and congratulates all who took 
part in Friendship 365 celebrations in November.   As we 
continue Embracing Our Legacy, Fulfilling Our Promise, 
friendship is at the core of our being Southern Area Strong 
Indeed SASI. Keep friendship at the forefront of all we do- 
not just one day, but 365 days a year. #Friendship365!

Sisters showcased their special Link relationships with 
those outside of their chapters and circles  through social 
media posts and at local events.  Many participated.  Here 
are some of the highlights:

-Birmingham (AL), Magic City (AL) and Tri-County (AL) 
Chapters celebrated Friendship Month with a tri-chapter 
celebration that included great music, amazing food, 
photo props and games that promoted interaction among 
the three chapters.  

-Brunswick (GA) Chapter members hosted a tea including 
members from the Jacksonville (FL) and Savannah (GA) 
Chapters. 

-Durham (NC), Raleigh (NC) Chapter and Triangle Park (NC) 
Chapters came together for their 13th Annual Friendship 
Luncheon which culminated with a Friendship Ceremony 
and gifts for each attendee. 

-Jacksonville (FL) and Bold City (FL) Chapters joined for two 
events:  a girls’ night-out-happy-hour and holiday social. 

-Pensacola (FL) Chapter invited members of the Greater 
Mobile (AL) Chapter for their  “Love Thy Neighbor Game 
Day” - an all day Saturday extravaganza of food, friendship 
and fun! 

WEEK 3 “Beyond Borders” WEEk 4: “Paying It Forward with Friendship”

FRIENDSHIP MONTH CHALLENGE WRAP-UP FRIENDSHIP MONTH CHALLENGE WRAP-UP
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C H A P T E R  N OT E S
F O U N D E R S  DAY

The Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter celebrated 
Founders’ Day on Sunday, November 4, 2018, at New 
Rocky Valley Baptist Church in Grambling, LA.

Link Cynthia Butler-McIntyre, a renowned civic, 
motivational, educational and religious speaker who 
has been featured on the Today Show and the Dr. Phil 
Show served as the guest speaker.  Butler-McIntyre, a 
member of the Pontchartrain (LA) Chapter, received 
a standing ovation after her riveting message, 
“Fulfilling Our Promise and Purpose to Transform 
Communities”— the Chapter’s theme. 

The Orangeburg (SC) Chapter supported two 
local food banks throughout the month of 
November.  For the Founders Day National Day 
of Friendship and Service, our efforts focused on 
feeding hungry children. Twenty-four percent 
of children in Orangeburg County struggle to 
get enough to eat, with far too many of these 
children leaving school on Friday, and do not 
get their next meal until they return to school 
on Monday. Learning these alarming facts, the 
Orangeburg Chapter partnered with a local 

organization, “The Filling Station”.  This is a non-profit food pantry program that services children in 
The Orangeburg County School District 5.  Every Friday, nearly 1000 children are sent home with food 
for their family.  The contributions from our chapter helped to provide assurance that children would 
have adequate nutrition over the weekend.

Members also partnered with the Harvest Hope Food Bank in support of the continuous relief efforts 
for Hurricane Florence storm victims.  Their efforts were concentrated on the needs of infants and the 
elderly.  Donations included infant diapers, adult diapers and food.  

Feeding the Hungry | Orangeburg (SC) Chapter

Celebrating Founder’s Day | Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter

CHAPTER NOTES

The Brunswick (GA) Chapter enjoyed coming together as we 
celebrated our Friendship tea in November. Our Link sisters 
beyond the boarders from the Savannah (GA) Chapter and 
the Jacksonville (FL) Chapter joined us along with community 
partners to learn about the various types of tea and their 
nutritional values.

In honor of National Founders Day, the Altamonte 
Springs (FL) Chapter partnered with Shower Down 
Of Blessings Church,  Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
and Breaking Bread Non -Profit that feeds the 
homeless in Sanford, Florida to provide food for 
the needy.  Two hundred turkeys were donated 
and that provided 200 families with not only the 
turkey, but also additional food.  Chapter members 
bagged donated canned goods, fresh vegetables 
and baked goods for the families which ensured 
the needy would not go hungry over the holiday.

Giving Thanks by Giving Meals | Altamonte Springs (FL) Chapter 

Friendship Tea | Brunswick (GA) Chapter
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The Raleigh (NC) Chapter sponsored a Thanksgiving 
Feast for the residents of Elders Peak Senior Living, an 
affordable 48-unit, 62+ apartment complex located in 
southeast Raleigh, NC.  A chapter-wide program, the 
feast is an opportunity for the residents to fellowship 
with each other and with members.  All chapter facets 
have provided programming at Elders Peak for four 
years.  They decorated the site, served meals and spent 
time with residents.  While residents live independently, some of them don’t drive or have family in 
the area.  Mrs. Ethel Chapman, the first resident to move into the complex said, “Thank you for such a 
delicious meal. We love our Links!”

Members of the Greensboro (NC) Chapter showed 
out in force for a full day dedicated to helping their 
local Habitat for Humanity organization. When 
soggy ground from the previous day’s rain made 
it dangerous for members to volunteer at a work 
site, they shifted their efforts to the local Habitat 
warehouse.  Members worked side by side with other 
Habitat volunteers, newly approved applicants for 
homeownership as well as Habitat staff to tidy up the 
warehouse and organize the donated materials for 
use in constructing the Habitat homes.  Plans have 
already begun to make this an annual chapter service 
activity.

The Wilson-Rocky Mount-Tarboro 
(NC) Chapter celebrated Friendship 
Month with a trip by motor coach to 
the Barn Dinner Theater.  Members 
were joined by family and friends to 
attend a performance of Langston 
Hughes’ Black Nativity. An excellent 
performance, good music and 
delicious food inspired all who 
attended.  

Black Nativity Bonding | Wilson-Rocky Mount-Tarboro (NC) Chapter

Helping Habitat Help Others | Greensboro (NC) Chapter

Thanksgiving Feast | Raleigh (NC) Chapter 

The Triangle Park (NC) Chapter members helped build a Habitat 
house in Raleigh, delivered a care package to a home we helped 
build in Chapel Hill in 2017, and hosted the opening night of 
the Color Purple at Hillside High School, in Durham.  For Saint 
Augustine’s University, members established a clothes closet and 
donated copy paper, pens and pencils to the library.  

On its first National Day of Friendship and Service, members of the New Orleans (LA) Chapter gathered 
at Tulane Lakeside Hospital for Women and Children to visit patients in the Pediatric Oncology Unit. 
Members were humbled to share encouraging words and smiles with these special patients and 
their families. Each child was provided with a tote bag, blanket, book and a few doctor-approved 
snacks – all of which were assembled with love. Chapter members note that what touched their 
hearts the most was the warm reception received in each room. Patients and their families expressed 
that they were happy that members took the time to visit. Members say they are grateful for their new 
young friends and will continue to pray for full recovery for each patient.  

Strengthening the Bonds | Pontchartrain (LA) Chapter 

Friendship Sweat Equity
| Triangle Park (NC) Chapter

Showing Love for Cancer-Stricken Children | 
New Orleans (LA) Chapter

Members of the Pontchartrain (LA) Chapter 
found great joy in celebrating Friendship 
Month through several activities to build 
friendship bonds.  First, the chapter 
kicked off Friendship Month at the New 
Orleans Cluster’s Founders Day Luncheon. 
In addition, each Pontchartrain Chapter 
member was paired with a “friendship 
partner” to spend time with throughout 
November. Friendship partners captured 
their time together through photos.  As a 
wrap up to Friendship Month, mother-
daughter Links Sisters in the chapter shared 
the significance of their Links bond with 
fellow chapter members. The Pontchartrain Chapter culminated Friendship Month with a social 
gathering after the November Chapter Meeting.

CHAPTER NOTES CHAPTER NOTES
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Summer Arts Enrichment | Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter 

A Day With an Artist | New Orleans (LA) Chapter

Members of the Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter led 
a 7-week series of summer art classes at the Boys and 
Girls Club of North Central Louisiana. Middle school 
students at the Club learned about African American 
artists whose artistic expression reflected Primitive, 
Abstract, Collage, Watercolor, Silhouette, Mixed Media, 
or Spray/Urban art styles. The Arts, Services to Youth, 
and Health and Human Services facet members 
presented examples or original pieces by a selected 
artist, and discussed the artistic style. Students were 
provided with art supplies to create their interpretation 
of the artist’s style. The 1st place winner of our local 2018 
Poster Art Competition from the high school division, 
and one of our Heir-O-Links who is a Talented Arts high 
school student assisted during these weekly classes. We 
received positive feedback from Club staff members, 
and the student participants who appreciated 
interacting with our high school art assistants.

The New Orleans (LA) Chapter hosted “A Day 
with an Artist” featuring Ms. Aubrey Edwards 
at the Odgen Museum of Southern Art for 
twenty-two 8th grade female students from 
its partner school, Mary McCloud Bethune 
Elementary School.

The young ladies experienced a visual art 
creative activity, which included a guided 
tour of a photography exhibition during which Ms. Edwards, who is a photographer, filmmaker and 
educator, introduced them to photographic concepts and techniques. The students shared what 
the various photographs meant to them as well as the emotions or thoughts they evoked. Following 
the tour, the students enjoyed a pizza lunch. Ms. Edwards led a workshop in which students took 
photographs of themselves creating self-portraits, captured images of selected special objects, and 
wrote narratives on why New Orleans is important to them and how the city has shaped their lives. 
Using these three components, students created individual triptychs.

Students and chapter members had the pleasure of meeting and engaging in a conversation with 
Roger Ogden, whose collection was the basis for the founding of the museum.  Mr. Ogden’s warm 
welcome added to the success and excitement of the program.  

CHAPTER NOTES CHAPTER NOTES

Getting Out the HBCU Vote | Azalea City (GA) Chapter 

Keeping Youth Fit | Columbia (SC) Chapter

Encouraging Georgians to register and vote this election 
cycle was critical.  During the September 9th Georgia Links 
voter registration drive, members of the Azalea City Chapter 
were at Morehouse College where over 60 students were 
registered.  On election day, Azalea City (GA) Chapter’s 
Services to Youth facet along with National Trends and 
Services facet members partnered to provide rides to the 
polls for 109 students attending Clark Atlanta University, 
Morehouse College, Morehouse School of Medicine, and 
Spelman College. The chapter partnered with Morehouse 
College in this effort.

Members of the Columbia (SC) Chapter and a host of community partners marked the opening of 
the newly constructed  Burton-Pack Elementary School Fitness Trail with a dedication ceremony and 
ribbon cutting on November 5, 2018.  Designed to encourage a healthy “fun” lifestyle, the outdoor 
track features fitness equipment stations, landscaping, outdoor seating and motivational healthy 
signage.  

Students and supporters cheered as Columbia Mayor Steven K. Benjamin saluted the chapter—
which “adopted” Burton-Pack in 2014–for its sustained efforts and community spirit. “No project,” 
says Umbrella Chair Brandolyn Pinkston, “better exemplifies community partnership, engagement 
and collaboration at its best.”  Four local construction firms (AOS Specialty Contractors, Brownstone                        
Construction, Contract Construction and Orion Construction) donated the labor and materials needed 
to excavate and pave the trail. With a grant from Tony and Sheila DiCioccio, other partners included 
Columbia Green, Central Carolina Community Foundation and Palmetto Pride, Inc., the Belvedere 
Community Association, City of Columbia-Office of the Mayor, City Parks and Recreation, Richland 
School District One, and the US Conference of Mayors.
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Supporting HBCU Artists | New Orleans (LA) Chapter

For the seventh consecutive year, the New Orleans (LA) 
Chapter, in collaboration with the Ogden Museum of 
Southern Art, presented its annual HBCU Artist Showcase 
displaying the works of students from Xavier University 
of Louisiana and Dillard University, both located in New 
Orleans. 

The curated exhibition included twenty-nine works of 
art by twenty-seven students including works on canvas, 
drawings on paper, ceramics and mixed media. 

The showcase opened on Saturday, August 4 in conjunction with the well-attended White Line 
Night, an annual local event showcasing Warehouse District art galleries in which participants are 
encouraged to wear white linen and enjoy complimentary admission to museums and galleries.  
Ellen Balkin, Education Director for the Ogden Museum, noted that the exhibition is an excellent 
opportunity for student artists to display their works in a museum setting.  Student artists were 
recognized with certificates of appreciation and gift cards.  

CHAPTER NOTES CHAPTER NOTES

When We All Vote | Orlando (FL) Chapter
Members of the Orlando (FL) Chapter, in 
partnership with the Orlando Chapter of 
Jack and Jill of America, Incorporated, 
hosted a registration drive for “When We 
All Vote.” The national voter initiative is 
supported by former First Lady Michelle 
Obama. The drive was held in conjunction 
with the United Negro College Fund’s 
2018 Central Florida 5K Walk for Education 
at Valencia College, where members 
manned registration tables and engaged 
the public about voting awareness. The nonpartisan effort was held to register voters and remind 
walkathon participants about the rights and responsibilities each citizen has to shape our democracy.

Six Atlanta-area chapters, along with several businesses and 
governmental entities, joined forces to end gun violence.  This 
effort was in support of both Southern Area Director Anne 
Turner Herriott’s call to action to stand against gun violence 
and a panel presentation on gun violence at the Atlanta Links 
Cluster 2018 Links Day At the Capitol. 

The Atlanta Cluster (Atlanta (GA), Dogwood City (GA), Magnolia 
(GA), Azalea City (GA), Buckhead/Cascade (GA) Camellia Rose 
(GA) Chapters) collaborated with the Fulton County Office of 
the Solicitor General in hosting an anti-crime presentation to 

an assembly of 500 ninth and tenth grade students from ten City of Atlanta and Fulton County high 
schools.  The assembly featured law enforcement professionals, gun violence victims, former inmates, 
former gangbangers and rappers Young Jeezy and 21 Savage who all addressed the consequences of 
gang involvement and gun violence.

The Cluster also sponsored a Job Fair with the Urban League, Good Will, AETC, Work Score Atlanta and 
others which provided information on job and enrichment opportunities.  The event was supported 
by the Atlanta Hawks, the National Prosecutors Association, Atlanta Public Schools, Fulton County 
Schools, the City of Atlanta and the City of College Park.  Snacks were provided by Chick-Fil-A.

Guns Down, Heads Up | Atlanta Cluster

Champions for Change Fundraiser & Luncheon | 
Crescent City (LA) Chapter
Members of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter 
celebrated the 300th birthday of New 
Orleans  and the year of the woman at their 
Champions for Change Fundraiser and 
Luncheon.  With more than 700 people 
in attendance, they honored community 
leaders who are making a difference daily.  
Using the five facets as a guide, they honored:  
popular singer, Ms. Robin Barnes in the Arts; 
Mrs. Rhesa O. McDonald in Health & Human 
Services;  Dr. Marcia Glass in International 
Trends and Services; Ms. Barbara Major in 
National Trends and Services; and Ms. Vera 
Warren in Services to Youth.

This year we also honored four phenomenal 
organizations led by women, to build up 
young girls who will lead us into the future. We recognized Project Butterfly, Navigate Nola, The 
Orchid Society and Bee Legacy. We were proud to recognize them for the work they do on behalf of 
young girls in our community.  In addition to recognizing these amazing leaders for their service and 
dedication, our keynote speaker inspired us all with her call to action. Ms. Tamika D. Mallory wowed 
the crowd with her candid talk on empowering our community and being of service to mankind.
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Links Donate to Ongoing Tornado Relief Efforts | 
Greensboro (NC) Chapter

On April 15, a tornado touched down in East 
Greensboro damaging homes, schools and 
uprooting the lives of hundreds of residents. Today, 
many residents of East Greensboro have not returned 
to their homes and many are still in the process of 
repairing property damage and putting their lives 
back together. In an effort to help residents still in 
the throes of tornado recovery, The Greensboro (NC) 
Chapter recently presented a $2,500 check to Traci 

McLemore, senior manager for community impact initiatives with United Way of Greater Greensboro.  
In the wake of this natural disaster, the United Way has collaborated with several community partners 
such as the City of Greensboro, Guilford County Disaster Response committee, the American Red 
Cross and the Greensboro Housing Coalition to name a few. The Greensboro (NC) Chapter was 
compelled to contribute as the areas hardest hit by this devastating storm impacted mainly African-
American communities.  

CHAPTER NOTES CHAPTER NOTES

Haiti:  Serving Vulnerable Populations Beyond the Borders | 
Pontchartrain (LA) Chapter
Eight members of the Pontchartrain (LA) Chapter traveled 
to Port Au Prince Haiti for the annual mission trip “Boots 
on the Ground”.  The Pontchartrain Chapter committed 
five years ago to serve the women and children of 
Haiti by providing supplies to address unmet needs.  A 
concerted focus on education, healthcare and human 
rights spearheaded collaborative efforts that ensued 
sponsorships and partnerships whereas the women and 
children of Haiti have become the benefactors. 

A mini-forum was coordinated and 20 prominent Haitian 
female stakeholders were contacted.  They took part in a 
forum in Haiti that included breakout sessions focusing on 
education, healthcare and human trafficking.  Strategies 
were developed to implement for the years ahead.
 
Youth were educated on the importance of paying it 
forward through service and the importance of assisting 
vulnerable populations.  For the past four years, “Rising 
Stars” assembled assembled survival kits. This year the 
“Rising Stars” packed individual gift boxes for each child for distribution at the orphanage in Haiti.
 
Members have served the Hope for Haitian Children Foundation, Inc., Pennies for Haiti, and St Therese 
Catholic Church in their effort to touch and transform Haitian communities and populations that 
need help the most. 

Committed to Transforming Haiti | Greater Miami (FL) Chapter

 Partnering with The Man Dodo Foundation, a non-
profit dedicated to improving the lives of southern Haiti’s 
underserved citizens, the Greater Miami (FL) Chapter  (GMC)
sponsored a Bicycle Project.  Donations totaling $10,300 
came from chapter members, community organizations 
and local citizens.  More than 125 bicycles, each with a 
Links logo tag were distributed to academically-deserving 
Haitian youth during the annual mission in December.  

Also, GMC launched a Haitian bicycle/scooter entrepreneurship project and Man-Dodo matched the 
donation.  After giving clothing and personal hygiene supplies, chapter members sorted and packed 
the items.  Chapter members took part in the ground mission in Haiti, performing varying activities 
from pharmaceutical to logistical services.

Links Connect to Empower Girls Around the World

In commemoration of the United Nations International 
Day of the Girl Child, the Greensboro (NC) Chapter 
sponsored a panel discussion for students attending 
The Middle College at Bennett, titled “Power Through 
Education”. The purpose of the program was to inspire 
high school girls to “expand their existing learning 
opportunities, chart new pathways and call on the global 
community to rethink how to prepare girls to make 
successful transitions throughout their academic and 
working careers.”

Panelists included: Patti Kamara, a Charlotte native and a senior Industrial and Systems engineering 
student at North Carolina A&T State University, whose family immigrated to the U.S. from Sierra Leone 
when she was a child; Benadette Mutisya, a Kenyan-American who works as the Manager of Operations 
for Societal Advancement at The Center for Creative Leadership (CLL); and Maria Cortez-Perez, a 
native of Mexico, DACA recipient and a junior studying sociology at Wake Forest University. These 
three dynamic Triad women shared their stories of overcoming barriers and achieving academically.
This year’s International Day of the Girl Child, the theme of which is “With Her: A Skilled Girl Force,” is 
actually a year-long United Nations initiative designed to help communities around the world aide 
girls in achieving their educational goals while “attaining skills for employability”.
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CHAPTER NOTES

The Pursuit of Global Medical Education | Brunswick (GA) Chapter

Members of the Brunswick (GA) Chapter in partnership with 
Helping Hugs, Inc., and Southeast Georgia Health System, 
will hold their fourth annual Medical Links to Haiti seminar on 
February 13, 2019.  The event is open to the public.  Following 
the seminar which will be held in Brunswick, the medical 
team will travel to Cotes de Fer, Haiti for the annual week-long 
medical mission for Haitians with limited access to medical 
care from February 15 through February 22, 2019. The seminar 
and medical mission have been awarded continuing medical 
education credits by Augusta University. Additionally, members 
host an annual Medical Links to Haiti webinar which has also 
been awarded CME credits and is also open to the public. This 
effort also includes the assembly and packing of up to 200 
survival kits each year that are handed out to female Haitian 
patients during the annual Medical Mission in Cotes de Fer, 
Haiti. A $1000 donation from the chapter International Trends 
and Services Facet will purchase medicine to hand out to 
patients during the Haiti medical mission.  Last year’s mission 
provided treatment for 652 Haitian patients.  This year the ITS 
Facet donated $1000 to be used to purchase medicines to be 
handed out to the patients by the medical mission team during 
the Haiti Medical Mission in February 2019.  

The Brunswick (GA) Chapter will also do touch Africa with their 
mission to improve global health education.  The third annual 
Medical Links to Ghana seminar and medical mission will take 
place in June of 2019.  That seminar and medical mission will 
also have CME credits from Augusta University attached. The 
Seminar will be held in Brunswick, Georgia on June 6, 2019 and 
the medical mission will again be held in the villages outside of 
Sunyani, Ghana for Ghanaians with limited access to health care 
June 7 through 15, 2019. Last year’s Ghanaian mission treated 
325 patients.  

The chapter also includes high school students through its LIFE program. More than 110 students 
have taken part.  This year, the program is incentivized with one of the students being able to attend 
the medical mission to Ghana free of charge to participate in the mission as a part of service learning.  
The LIFE student will keep records, take photographs, and register patients.

CHAPTER NOTES

Build a Home in Haiti Project: Transforming Communities One 
House and One Family at a Time | Miami-Biscayne Bay (FL) Chapter  
The Miami-Biscayne Bay (FL) Chapter has 
completed its second newly-built two-
bedroom house for a needy family in Haiti.  
The catastrophic earthquake which struck 
Haiti in 2010 killed and injured hundreds 
of thousands of Haitian citizens and today 
thousands of people still remain destitute.  
Chapter members partnered with Food for the 
Poor, to help build safe and secure homes for 
poor families living in remote villages in Haiti.  
The first house was built in April 2016 in Good 
Shepherd Village, in Dalon, Ouest, Haiti. The 
second house was built in November 2018 in 
Fourdoche which is not far from Thomazeau, 
Haiti.  The families are pictured outside their 
new homes.  Each home includes a living area, 
sanitation and a water component.  Food for 
the Poor, an international charity, is one of the 
largest organizations that has been serving 
in Haiti since 1986 and have built over 9,000 
homes there since the earthquake in 2010.  
The organization also provides much needed 
food and emergency relief to the poorest of 
the poor in Haiti.  

The Louis Family in first home built.

 The Dubois Family in second home built.
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Fighting Obesity Through Healthy Living | New Orleans (LA) Chapter

The New Orleans (LA) Chapter sponsored its annual Symposium 
on Obesity and Healthy Living at Isidore Newman School in 
New Orleans. The day was filled with round table discussions 
led by respected physicians, educators, physical education 
professionals and local chefs. Adults and children were 
engaged in thought-provoking and practical discussions on 
healthy living for life. Additionally, participants were afforded 
opportunities to participate in exercise routines, including 
yoga and Zumba.

Always a favorite part of the day, a local chef conducted cooking 
demonstrations and shared practical tips on food selection 
and the preparation of healthy, nutritious, but always delicious everyday meals.  The participants were 
then allowed to sample all of the dishes that were prepared. They also received recipe cards for each 
dish. The New Orleans (LA) Chapter is fortunate to have seven medical professionals as members – – 
six of whom are doctors and one dentist. Each share a wealth of knowledge and information about 
healthy living and making better lifestyle choices.

Linking Families With the Health Resources They Need | 
Charleston (SC) Chapter
The Charleston (SC) Chapter partnered with SC Thrive, the Medical 
University of South Carolina (MUSC) and Roper St. Francis Hospital 
to connect families to health-related resources and community 
programs on Saturday, October 6, 2018 at Royal Missionary Baptist 
Church.  The Health and Human Services and National Trends and 
Services facets joined forces to bring the South Carolina Links Day of 
Health Forum to the Charleston trident region. Senior citizens and 
family members from across the region joined Links to explore how 
to access and benefit from statewide resources including Medicare, 
mental health services, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) and Healthy Connections Prime.  Dr. Paula Orr, president of 
the Charleston, SC Chapter of The Links, Incorporated and facet 
leaders greeted attendees and networked to deepen relationships 
with individuals and representatives from participating organizations.  Women and families from local 
churches and community groups enjoyed learning about ways to support healthy lifestyles through 
statewide resources.  The South Carolina Links Day of Health Forum was developed in response to 
a commitment at the January 2018 Links Day at The Capitol to hold a health forum in collaboration 
with SC Thrive in each of the service areas where Links’ chapters are located.  SC Thrive is a statewide 
non-profit organization offering information to access resources for those facing healthcare barriers.

Donor Sabbath Sunday  | Miami-Biscayne Bay (FL) Chapter

The Miami-Biscayne Bay (FL) Chapter of the Links, 
Incorporated was honored to celebrate Linkages 
to Life Donor Sabbath Sunday, November 11, 2018 
at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Miami 
Gardens, Florida, Rev. Arthur Jackson, Senior 
Pastor.  The worship service was very inspirational 
and it was a great opportunity to fellowship and 
worship with Link Sisters from the North Broward 

(FL) and Greater Miami (FL) Chapters joined the service as part of their Friendship Month events.  
Chapter President Carolyn Hazelton introduced the chapter and spoke on the critical need for organ, 
tissue and bone marrow donations in African American communities.  She also read the poem “To 
Remember Me” by Robert Test. Rosa Simmons, who is an organ recipient, shared her experience 
and stressed the importance of being on the donor’s list. After the worship service chapter members 
distributed written material, donor bracelets and pens to members of the congregation donated by 
the University of Miami Organ Donor Department.  The Miami-Biscayne Bay (FL) Chapter collected 
and presented $1,075.00 to Antioch Missionary Baptist Church Youth Department for scholarship.

Donor Sabbath Sunday | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Crescent City Chapter member, Sheryl Smith along with 
members of the New Orleans (LA) and The Pontchartrain 
(LA) chapters organized Donor Sabbath Sunday on 
November 4th to bring awareness to organ donation. 
The life-saving topic was even more important because 
her husband, Connecting Link Clint Smith, had a kidney 
transplant and is now an advocate for organ donation, 
education and awareness.

This heartfelt project is part of our Linkages to Life initiative.
The event is to help raise awareness about organ donation 
and debunk the myths surrounding it.  Connecting Link, 
Clint Smith was a guest speaker at Blessed Sacrament St. Joan of Arc Church in New Orleans along 
with other organ recipients.

Link members were on hand not only for support, but also to help with passing out educational 
material, giving organ donation resources and handing out coffee and donuts. The gift of organ 
donation has changed many lives.  Additionally, members took part in a Kidney Walk on November 
11th. It focused on education and prevention of kidney and urinary tract diseases and highlighted the 
need for organ donation. The events are part of the chapter’s ongoing commitment to Linkages to 
Life and Walk for Healthy Living initiatives.

CHAPTER NOTES
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CHAPTER NOTES

Phillips Academy on Haitian  | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

CHAPTER NOTES

The International Trends and Services facet of the 
Birmingham Chapter of the Links, Incorporated 
partnered with the newly formed Haitian 
American Association of Alabama (HAAA) on 
October 29th to educate 7th and 8th graders 
at Phillips Academy on Haitian Culture.   The 
students are preparing to participate in the 
Junior United Nations Assembly (JUNA) of 
Alabama, a student-run model United Nations.     
With the help of their teacher sponsor JohnMark 
Edwards, students research their chosen nation, 
identify a problem or issue in that country, and 
write a resolution that proposes a solution to the 
issue.   Resolutions are presented in committees 
and, upon passage, are presented in General 
Assembly. Student delegates discuss, question 
and vote just as they would do in the real United 
Nations. Students wear the native dress of their 
country and make a flag to use for recognition in 
the General Assembly.   In addition to providing 
resources for cultural training, the Birmingham 
Chapter of the Links, Incorporated sponsors each 
Phillips team’s registration and native clothing 
for the competition.

Yolene Barreau, Founder of HAAA and Haitian 
Creole Instructor at Samford University, led a 
conversation that informed students on Haitian 
culture including the origins of the Creole 
language and Haiti’s unique history. Founding 
members of HAAA Bobby Maxena and Valerie 
Barreau fascinated students with information 
on Haitian foods, homemade health remedies, 
visual arts, music and dance.  

Students asked questions about today’s social 
issues in Haiti and received helpful information 
for formulating their resolution for the JUNA 

competition.  The Birmingham Chapter of the Links, Incorporated will provide cultural exposure for 
the other two Phillips teams also-representing the Dominican Republic and Italy.

PROUD SPONSOR OF
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Breast Cancer Awareness | Elizabeth City (NC) Chapter
Elizabeth City (NC) Chapter members were dressed in 
pink in observance of Breast Cancer Awareness.  Chapter 
member, Dr. Gloria Frelix, provided information on the 
importance of mammograms, distributed materials 
and provided a breast cancer awareness scarf for each 
member.

Walking for a Cure | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Members of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter joined 
together for the annual Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Walk/Run in recognition of breast cancer 
awareness month in October. In festive costumes, 
members registered as a team and together made 
it happily through the famed New Orleans City 
Park all the way to the finish line.  Members also 
walked in celebration of our chapter members, 
Petrice Sams-Abiodun, Lydia Boutte, Jonetter 
Dobard, Beverly Wright and Tracy Stewart who are 
all breast cancer survivors. A fun “linked in pink” 
event followed the race for a cure featuring lunch 
at the cozy Canal Street Bistro for light bites and 
plenty of laughter, all for a worthy cause.

Organ Donor Awareness | Jacksonville (FL) Chapter

Members of the Jacksonville (FL) Chapter invited local 
students to join in giving the “gift of life” during the 
holiday season through organ donor awareness on 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 on the campus of Edward 
Waters College. The group engaged in an informative 
discussion, and learned how they could “save a life” 
by becoming a registered organ donor. Our Linkages 
to Life activity with LifeQuest included presenters 
Pamela Rittenhouse, an education specialist, Kim 
Clayton, a nurse practitioner and recipient of a kidney 

and pancreases, as well as a heart recipient. Two persons registered to become organ donors as a 
result of the event.  This event is one of thousands that took place around the country during the 
month of November as a part of “Linkages to Life,” the The Links, Incorporated’s 17-year program 
designed to address the USA’s organ donation shortage, especially in minority communities.  

CHAPTER NOTES

Empowering for Change World AIDS Day Event | 
Greensboro (NC) Chapter

The Greensboro (NC) Chapter’s Empowering for Change 
Project (ECP), kicked off with a World AIDS Day event at 
North Carolina A&T State University in Greensboro, NC on 
November 29, 2018.  Students enrolled at three HBCUs, 
North Carolina Central University, Bennett College, and 
North Carolina A&T State University, came together for a 
World AIDS Day event that included HIV testing, a nationally 
known keynote speaker, games, food, and prizes to promote 
issues and reduce stigmas associated with HIV as well as to increase the awareness of PrEP.  The 
keynote speaker was Marvelyn Brown, an African American author and activist. She wrote the book 
The Naked Truth: Young and Beautiful and Positive, which tells her story as a young heterosexual 
woman living with HIV. The Guilford County Department Public Health provided HIV testing for any 
interested student. Students were fully engaged in the planning and implementation of the event 
by creating flyers, publicizing the event through social media, conducting games that demonstrated 
the impact of AIDS on their community, and the Student PrEP Ambassadors distributed information. 
The Greensboro (NC) Chapter also had a table to distribute materials and information.  Students in 
attendance received t-shirts, condom key chains, pens and refreshments.  This event is part of the 
Southern Area’s partnership with the Gilead Foundation.  

CHAPTER NOTES

Linking Education to Action Research Efforts Featured in 
National Journal
Members of the Links, Incorporated have helped improve the participation of African American 
women in research.  A recent publication documents their efforts.  The October 2018 Journal of 
Women’s Health features the article which is titled:  Linking Education to Action: A Program to Increase 
Research Participation Among African American Women.  It is the result of a National Institutes of 
Health funded study which used focus groups comprised of members of the Links. 

Chapters were then given stipends to implement training about research for use in their communities.  
The study concluded that an online education-to-action program targeting professional African 
American women improved knowledge, perceptions of ethics, and intent to participate in biomedical 
research.  Athens (GA) Chapter President Monica Willis Parker, M.D., a researcher who was involved in 
the project, and former Central Area Director Alice Strong-Simmons are among the article’s authors. 



     2018     SALS               Friendship Is Fascinating....
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For the first time in more than 20 years, Mississippi was the host 
for a Southern Area event.  More than 300 Links journeyed to the 
Beau Rivage Resort and Casino in Biloxi, Mississippi and took 
part in the 2018 Southern Area Leadership Summit.  Developing 
leadership qualities, deepening our friendships and enhancing 
the impact of the service we offer served as highlights of the 
event.  Additionally, members were introduced to a new 
Signature Program and the partner and grant that support it. 

The Southern Area Leadership Summit was hosted by the 
Mississippi Cluster which includes the Golden Crest (MS), Gulf 
Coast (MS), Jackson (MS), Le Fleur’s Bluff (MS), Mississippi Delta 
(MS), Natchez (MS) Chapters.  The event began with an evening 
honoring the women who serve as Chapter President.  Each 
was recognized and given a special medallion which was worn 
throughout the Summit.

Leadership training was conducted by National Organizational 
Effectiveness Co-Chair Karen M. Dyer (Greensboro (NC) Chapter) 
and Southern Area Organizational Effectiveness Committee 
Member Michelle Gandy (Azalea City (GA) Chapter).  The two 
led a general session which challenged attendees to recognize 
and develop their levels of emotional intelligence.  Divided into 
groups, those in the audience took part in exercises and personal 
interaction to better understand how to effectively communicate 
and respond to others.  

The Emotional Intelligence exercises were followed by small 
group sessions known as “Green Table Talks.”  Four groups 
tackled the situations that many members face within their 
chapters, families and communities.  “Motivating Teams” shared 
practical advice on how to turn ambitions into goals by bringing 
out the best in each person.  “Leading in the Midst of Change” 
offered tips on easing anxiety and maintaining confidence in the 
face of new situations.  “Friends Outside of the Business Meeting” 
discussed how to address differences constructively to maintain 
relationships.  “Finding a Health Work-Life Balance” shared how 
we can meet personal and professional demands without paying 
a high mental or physical price.

2018 Southern Area Leadership Summit
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Members also took part in Operational Workshops which offered 
training in many chapter positions.  Presidents were empowered 
with the tools they need to successfully lead their chapters.  Vice 
Presidents received practical tips to help keep friendship first, 
chapters content, and members in good standing.  Secretaries 
strengthened their skill sets and deepened knowledge of the 
Membership Management System.  Treasurers and Financial 
Secretaries gained greater understanding of the financial 
responsibilities that exist within each chapter.  Parliamentarians 
were given a primer on basic rules and practices to ensure 
proper motions and orderly meetings.  Ethics and Standards, 
eCommunications and Mind, Body & Spirit sessions rounded out 
the Operational Workshop offerings.

Programming Workshops focused on increasing the 
transformative effect of our service in the communities we serve 
throughout the Southern Area.  Overall programming selection 
and execution was addressed in “Programming 101: Creating 
Transformative and Sustainable Programs.”  “Full STEAM Ahead” 
shared best practices on how to integrate visual arts into STEM 
programming.  Members were given practical advice on battling 
human trafficking and sexual exploitation at the “Save the 
Enslaved:  How to Fight Human Trafficking in Your Community” 
which featured local experts involved in the fight.

“Turning Advocacy into Action” advised members how to get 
involved and get results in our communities on issues like 
education, health care, criminal justice reform and more.  
Health matters remain of critical concern to our members and 
communities.  In “Your Health Matters” women were advised 
on how to take better care of themselves and reduce obesity, 
diabetes and other conditions that reduce lifespan and quality of life.    

Southern Area Signature Program efforts were displayed and supported in several workshops.   One 
Mission, One Love programs were highlighted in “Friendship and Service Across the Diaspora” and 
members found out how they could support women, children and families in Africa, the Bahamas, 
Haiti and Jamaica.  SA Loves HBCUs workshop attendees learned how they could better support 
students and the institutions that have meant so much to our communities over the years.  Our 
newest effort, fight the rise in HIV transmissions, was addressed in “Waging War on HIV.”  This effort 
includes our partnership with the Gilead Foundation which awarded the Southern Area $105,000 
to fight HIV and the stigma that often accompanies it.  Chapters were granted funds to conduct 
programs and integrate PrEP, a drug that helps prevent HIV for those at high risk.  PrEP is also a 
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effort, fight the rise in HIV transmissions, was addressed in 
“Waging War on HIV.”  This effort includes our partnership with the 
Gilead Foundation which awarded the Southern Area $105,000 
to fight HIV and the stigma that often accompanies it.  Chapters 
were granted funds to conduct programs and integrate PrEP, a 
drug that helps prevent HIV for those at high risk.  PrEP is also a 
part of the Centers for Disease Control’s effort to fight the rise of 
HIV, especially in the South where transmissions are rising at an 
alarming rate.

Adding a new dimension to the Leadership Summit format, 
the Southern Area completed a service project while on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast.  In response to Mississippi’s high rate of 
HIV transmission, the Southern Area partnered with a local non-
profit organization, My Brother’s Keeper (MBK). Together, they 
provided information, much-needed personal hygiene items 
and lunch to 50 Job Corps students, ages 18-24.  The session 
shared information on avoiding HIV infection and fighting the 
stigma it often carries.  MBK is dedicated to the prevention, care 
and treatment of those infected with HIV.

 Amidst all the important training and service that the 2018 
Leadership Summit provided, our sisters did have a very good 
time.  Link Sisters got the chance to show off some pretty 
impressive head gear and strut their stuff at the Summit’s first 
luncheon.  “Friendship is Fascinating” celebrated how we relate 
to each other as friends.  As they dined, sisters played games, 
won prizes and took part in a fascinator fashion show.  While the 
crowd did choose their favorites, everyone who took part truly 
came out a winner.
 The second luncheon was program-themed.  Members were 
presented with a short video which detailed Mississippi’s rapidly 
growing HIV infection rate, especially among African Americans.  
A representative from the Mississippi non-profit “My Brother’s 
Keeper” relayed the efforts needed to meet the needs of those 
living with HIV and those at risk.  Still, those statistics are not 
just numbers.  Each represents a real life.  Luncheon attendees 
heard the stories of two women who are living with HIV.  They 
shared the intimate details of how they contracted HIV and how 
they are surviving and even thriving.  The women touched those 
at the luncheon, emphasizing that anyone can contract HIV so 
knowing being tested is important.  

LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
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National and Area leadership lended their support to the Leadership Summit.  National President 
Kimberly Jeffries Leonard took part in the Summit, attending events, greeting members and even 
sitting on the couch taking questions in a talk-show formatted “Evening With The National President” 
event. National Vice President Ethel Isaacs Williams 
addressed members at breakfast event, encouraging them 
with a special message of support based on  “The Alabaster 
Box.”  Linkspirations and greetings were shared by Ninth 
National President and Ninth Southern Area Director 
Regina Jollivette Frazier, 14th Southern Area Director 
Nancy Shade Anderson, 17th Southern Area Director Mary 
Currie and 18th Southern Area Director Eneid Francis.

 The Leadership Summit ended with the Mississippi 
Cluster Gala.  A true celebration of all that is Mississippi, the 
event featured blues music and local culinary favorites.  The 
entertainment included special performances by Cluster 
members who channeled blues legends and mingled 
with the crowd.  Attendees left the 2018 Leadership 
Summit with renewed relationships, enhanced skills and 
updated information to improve the service they offer to 
communities that need it most.  

LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
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K U D O S

Platinum members of the Monroe-Grambling (LA) 
Chapter were recognized at the Greater Grambling 
Chamber of Commerce 11th Annual Community 
Contributions Banquet on November 20, 2018. 
Link Jean Brown (left) and Link Shirley Henderson 
(right) each received The R.W. E. Jones Education 
Award in recognition for their consistent efforts and 
contributions to education and community service. 
Link Shirley Henderson’s commitment to education 
is evident from her 47 years of service in education 
in the Grambling community. Link Jean Brown also 
impacted numerous students during the time she 
served as the Curriculum Specialist at Alma J. Brown 
Elementary Laboratory School, and as an instructor 
in the Teacher Education Department at Grambling 
State University. These distinguished women continue 
to serve their communities, in particular through the 
Elementary School Reading Program sponsored by 
Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter.

Jean Brown and Shirley Henderson | Monroe-Grambling (LA) Chapter

Naydja Bynum | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Amanda Aiken | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Naydja Bynum, a member of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter, was selected 
as 2018 Activist of the Year by St. Charles Avenue Magazine, a New Orleans 
publication which covers the city’s lifestyle, social and philanthropic activities. 

Amanda Aiken, a member of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter, was recognized 
by Spellman College as one of its 40 under 40 at its 2018 homecoming.  

Piper Griffin | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Piper Griffin, a member of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter, received the 2018 
lifetime achievement award from the Greater New Orleans Louis A. Martinet 
an affiliate of the National Bar Association.   She serves as Orleans Parish 
Civil District Court Judge.

Alexina Medley | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Alexina Medley, a member of the Crescent City (LA) Chapter, was recognized 
by the Greater New Orleans Chapter of The National Coalition of 100 
Black Women as a “2018 Pearl of New Orleans: Past, Present, and Future 
in Education.”  Additionally, she received the Inspiration Award by Inspire 
NOLA.

Margaret Montgomery-Richard | Crescent City (LA) Chapter

Margaret Montgomery-Richard, a member of the Crescent City (LA) 
Chapter,  was honored by 100 Black Men of New Orleans with the Economic 
Empowerment Champion Award at their 100 Renaissance Gala.

KUDOS
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Gloria Alston McNeil, Ph. D. | Triangle Park (NC) Chapter

Gloria Alston McNeil, Ph. D., a member of the Triangle 
Park (NC) Chapter, received the 2018 Duke University Health System Friend of 
Nursing Award for Excellence in Nursing Leadership.  McNeil currently serves as 
the  Associate  Chief Nursing Officer at Durham Regional Hospital where she 
is responsible for nursing care for critical care, medical, rehabilitation, general 
surgery, behavioral health patient care units.

Valeria Robinson Baker | Orlando (FL) Chapter
Valeria Robinson Baker, a member of the Orlando (FL) Chapter, was named 
to the American Health Council’s Industry Board. Baker has worked for 
more than 30 years in the healthcare industry with a broad knowledge of 
pharmacy administration as well as hospital, compounding and consulting 
pharmacy. A graduate of the Florida A&M University, where she received a 
Bachelor of Pharmacy, Baker is licensed as a consulting pharmacy and has 
several certifications.

Tanisha Nunn Gary | Orlando (FL) Chapter

Valdez (Val) Demings | Orlando (FL) Chapter

Tanisha Nunn Gary, a member of the Orlando (FL) Chapter,  was recently 
named President and CEO of the African American Chamber of Commerce 
of Central Florida (AACCCF). A graduate of Spelman College, Gary earned her 
law degree from Quinnipiac University School of Law. She is a member of 
the Boy Scouts of America’s Central Florida Council Investment Committee 
and is a past recipient of the National Bar Association’s “Presidential Award.”

Valdez (Val) Demings, a member of the Orlando (FL) Chapter, was re-elected 
November 6, 2018, to the United States Congress. Demings returns to 
Washington, D.C., to represent Florida’s Congressional District 10. Connecting 
Link Jerry Demings, formerly Sheriff of Orange County, was elected the same 
night to become the next mayor of Orange County. He is the first African 
American to hold the position.

Geraldine Thompson | Orlando (FL) Chapter

Geraldine Thompson, a member of the Orlando (FL) Chapter, was recently 
elected to represent District 44 in the Florida State Legislature. Her focus is on 
the economy, including affordable healthcare, sustainability and education.

KUDOS

Debra Weston-Pickens | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

Congratulations to Birmingham (AL) Chapter member, Debra Weston-
Pickens who was elected as a Jefferson County District Court Judge. Link 
Debra won the primary election for this seat and was unopposed in the 
general election. 

Nyya Parson-Hudson | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

Birmingham (AL) Chapter member, Judge Nyya Parson-Hudson, was 
honored at the “2nd Annual Classic Honors Brunch - Celebrating ASU and 
AA&M Trailblazing Influencers” on October 26 as an outstanding civic leader. 

Dr. Erika B. Hartman | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

Diann Jackson | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

 Birmingham (AL) Chapter member, Dr. Erika B. Hartman was selected as an 
honoree for The Women’s Fund of Greater Birmingham’s Smart Party that 
was held on October 11, 2018. She was also the top fundraiser. Link Erika is co-
owner and orthodontist at Birmingham Orthodontics. 

Diann Jackson of the Birmingham (AL) Chapter and System Engineer 
at Regions Financial Corporation, received the Better Life Award for her 
volunteer work with the robotics teams at Birmingham City Schools. The 
Better Life Award is the top award given to Regions associates for outstanding 
dedication and job performance and who are role models both at work and 
their communities. 

L’Tryce Slade | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

Birmingham (AL) Chapter Member L’Tryce Slade, Managing Director of Slade 
Land Use, Environmental, and Transportation Planning, LLC, was selected for the 
inaugural class of the Delta Air Lines Small Business Academy.

KUDOS

Carnetta Nabors | Birmingham (AL) Chapter

 Birmingham (AL) Chapter member and Southern Area Arts Chair, Carnetta 
Nabors Davis and Connecting Link Norm Davis were awarded the United 
Way of Central Alabama Outstanding Civic Leader Award on November 15. 
Link Carnetta and Connecting Link Norm, together and individually, have 
been a dynamic duo of civic leadership and philanthropy for more than 30 
years. 
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Monique Walker, a member of the Augusta (GA) Chapter, was recently 
elected to serve as a State Court Judge in Richmond County, presiding over 
civil and misdemeanor criminal cases.  She received her Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Georgia  School of Law and she has been engaged in the 
practice of law for over two decades.  She has been an Adjunct Professor for 
over fifteen years teaching both legal and business management courses; the 
Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel of Global Personnel Solutions, Inc. 
overseeing operations in multiple states; and a trained mediator and business 
consultant.  

National Rituals Chair Cynthia Hightower-Jenkins of the Shreveport (LA) Chapter 
was featured in the Fall edition of Upscale Living Magazine. Hightower-Jenkins’ 
business, All Things Beautiful & Co., partnered with the magazine to curate 
a luxury event to roll out its cover featuring businessman Mark Cuban.  The 
lifestyle management company was also featured in the issue.

Monique Walker | Augusta (GA) Chapter

KUDOS

Gulf Coast (MS) Chapter

Cynthia Hightower Jenkins | Shreveport (LA) Chapter

The Gulf Coast (MS) Chapter completed its first full 
year of service on November 18, 2018.  The 33  proud 
charter members celebrated their accomplishments 
which include:  The implementation of “Linking the 
Dream” Umbrella Program centered on 6-8th grade 
high risk students; an integrated program entitled 
“Living SMART, It’s a Health/Wealth Thing” supported 

by a 10,000.00 grant; recipient of the Vision 20/20 Pacesetter Award with two members receiving 
silver status; serving as one of the host chapters  of the Southern Area Leadership Conference with 
five members  serving as speakers; and lastly,  recently establishing a NSBE, Jr. chapter, the first on 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  

The chapter’s celebratory events began with its inaugural “Friendship Tea/ Founders’ Day Celebration 
on November 10, 2018 and culminated on November 18, 2018 with a rousing Sunday service at 
the church of Pastor Sondia Christian who also serves as Chaplain of the chapter. Plenty of service 
was mixed in with the celebration.  Members gathered on Founders’ Day to assemble flu kits that 
were distributed the next morning from their booth at a local health fair.  In addition to the flu kits, 
they supported the Donor Sabbath Weekend by providing information at that health fair as well as 
conducting a session on the importance of becoming a donor.  There could not have been a better 
month for chartering than November!  Gulf Coast (MS) Chapter members appreciate all who have 
supported their growth and success and look forward to its next years of service and friendship in The 
Links, Incorporated.  
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