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Versicles  LSB 235

L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth shall declare Your praise.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

C Alleluia, alleluia.

Venite  LSB 236

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation.

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with
songs of praise.

For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.
In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.
The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

L Give glory to God, our light and our life.
C O come, let us worship Him.

Psalm  Psalm 27.1-9

1The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

2When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.



3Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident.

4One thing have I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD

all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD

and to inquire in his temple.

5For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high upon a rock.

6And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,

and    will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
be gracious to me and answer me!

8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you,

“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”

9Hide not your face from me.
Turn not your servant away in anger, 

O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,

O God of my salvation!

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

1 Peter 2:4–9 (Establishing a Congregation)  1 Peter 2:4–9 (Establishing a 
Congregation)



4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

Readings From Holy Scripture

Reading  Matthew 18:15–35 (Close of the Day)

L A reading from Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take 
one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 



owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 
prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.”
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Ten Commandments

C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.



Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
          maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
          who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
          born of the virgin Mary,
          suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died and was buried.
          He descended into hell.
          The third day He rose again from the dead.
          He ascended into heaven
          and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
          From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
          the holy Christian Church,
                    the communion of saints,
          the forgiveness of sins,
          the resurrection of the body,
          and the life everlasting. Amen.

Catechetical Instruction

Catechetical Instruction

Confession

What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but 
firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
 
What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do 
in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we 
know and feel in our hearts.
 
Which are these?
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, 



mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, 
unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt 
someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or 
done any harm?
 
What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His Church on
earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the 
unrepentant as long as they do not repent.
 
Where is this written?
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed 
on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22–23)
 
What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, 
in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian 
congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is 
just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us 
Himself.

Benedictus  LSB 238

C Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
He has come to His people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
bor n of the house of His servant David.
Through His holy prophets He promised of old
that He would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember His holy covenant.
This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship Him without fear,
holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life.

L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way,
to give His people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.



In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever.    Amen.

Prayer

Collect for the Word
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Collect for Grace

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 
our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 241

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

          hallowed be Thy name,
          Thy kingdom come,
          Thy will be done on earth
                    as it is in heaven;
          give us this day our daily bread;
          and forgive us our trespasses



                    as we forgive those
                    who trespass against us;
          and lead us not into temptation,
          but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
          and the power and the glory
          forever and ever. Amen.

Luther's Morning Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus  LSB 241

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction  LSB 242

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you.

C Amen.
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