
September 13, 2020 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The mission of Prince of Peace is to proclaim the Gospel of Christ to our
members, the community and to the world. 

 Welcome to Prince of Peace

We’re glad you’ve come to worship today. May your time in the Lord’s presence
today be a blessing to you.  Thank you for joining our worship.

Those who choose to worship in the Sanctuary, we would ask you to respect
others and:
     A) Sanitize your hands both entering and leaving the building.  

    B) Maintain Social Distancing. Family units of course may sit together. 
Non-family units ought to maintain the six-foot rule.

    C) For the love of others, we would ask you to wear a mask when you are
close to other people.

    D) As difficult as it may be, we would ask you to refrain from shaking 
hands and/or hugging at this time.

            E) Follow directions from the Usher as to seating and Dismissal.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you!



Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with compassion. He
does not imprison us as we deserve, but He forgives all our debts and releases us (Matt.
18:23–27). Therefore, our Lord bids each of us to have “mercy on your fellow servant”
and “forgive your brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness
of our sins, we are free to forgive those who sin against us, because He has been handed
over  to  the  jailers  in  our  stead  and  He  has  paid  our  entire  debt  with  His  lifeblood.
Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). Since we all will “stand before
the judgment seat of God,” we are not to despise our brother (Rom. 14:10), but gladly
forgive him. By the grace of God, our brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make him stand” (Rom. 14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends
“to bring it about that many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks
kindly by His Gospel and promises:  “I will provide for you and your little ones” (Gen.
50:21).  

Prayer of Preparation
O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, at Your direction I’m here to worship You
in spirit and truth. I humbly pray that you would open my heart to the preaching of Your
Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only true Savior, and
grow in grace and holiness. Please hear me for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

Welcome

HYMN                             From All That Dwell Below the Skies  LSB 816

1   From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2    Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to
shore

Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3   All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!            Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit Ps. 143:1–2; antiphon: Ps. 143:9

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
I have fled to you for refuge!

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
for no one living is righteous before you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
I have fled to you for refuge!



Kyrie  LSB 152

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

This Is the Feast  LSB 155

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 
of God.
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray.

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers 
of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in 
faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 



and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
    
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 50:15–21

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 
evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell 
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 
are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm  Psalm 103:1–12 (antiphon: v. 13)

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!

2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits,

3who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases,

4who redeems your life from the pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

5who satisfies you with good 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.



6The LORD works righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed.

7He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel.

8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

9He will not always chide, 
nor will he keep his anger forever.

10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

12as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle  Romans 14:1–12

1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.



10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

 

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:21–35

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 
prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 



master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.”
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

HYMN                         I Leave All Things to God's Direction  LSB 719

1   I leave all things to God’s direction;
He loves me both in joy and woe.
His will is good, sure His affection;
His tender love is true, I know.
My fortress and my rock is He:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

2    God knows what must be done to 
save me;

His love for me will never cease.
Upon His hands He did engrave me
With purest gold of loving grace.
His will supreme must ever be:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

3    My God desires the soul’s salvation;
My soul He, too, desires to save.
Therefore with Christian resignation
All earthly troubles I will brave.
His will be done eternally:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

4  My God has all things in His keeping;
He is the ever faithful friend.
He gives me laughter after weeping,
And all His ways in blessings end.
His love endures eternally:
What pleases God, that pleases me.

Public domain



Sermon

Offertory  LSB 159

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church    P: Lord, in Your mercy,                                       

                                        C: hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction (Aaronic)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

HYMN                                 O Bless the Lord, My Soul  LSB 814

1   O bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name
Whose favors are divine.

2   O bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness
And without praises die!

3    ’Tis He forgives thy sins;
’Tis He relieves thy pain;
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
And makes thee young again.

4    He crowns thy life with love
When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell
Hath sov’reign pow’r to save.

5    He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suff’rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for the oppressed.

6    His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.
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