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Versicles  LSB 235

L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth shall declare Your praise.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

C Alleluia, alleluia.

Venite  LSB 236

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation.

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with
songs of praise.

For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.
In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.
The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

L Give glory to God, our light and our life.
C O come, let us worship Him.

Psalm  Psalm 71:1–8 (antiphon: v.23) (The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist)

1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge;
let me never be put to shame!

2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;
incline your ear to me, and save me!

3Be to me a rock of refuge,
to which I may contin- ually come;

you have given the command to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.



4Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man.

5For you, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust, O LORD, from my youth.

6Upon you I have leaned from before my birth;
you are he who took me from my mother’s womb.

My praise is continually of you.

7I have been as a portent to many,
but you are my strong refuge.

8My mouth is filled with your praise,
and with your glory all the day.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.    Amen.

A reading from 1 Peter, the third chapter.

18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
having been subjected to him.
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

14Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, 
and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not 
believed those who saw him after he had risen. 
15And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned. 



L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Ten Commandments

C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
          maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
          who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
          born of the virgin Mary,
          suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died and was buried.
          He descended into hell.
          The third day He rose again from the dead.
          He ascended into heaven
          and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
          From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
          the holy Christian Church,
                    the communion of saints,
          the forgiveness of sins,
          the resurrection of the body,
          and the life everlasting. Amen.

Catechetical Instruction



Holy Baptism - Third

How can water do such great things?
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, 
along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word 
the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that 
is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8)

Holy Baptism - Fourth

What does such baptizing with water indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be 
drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge 
and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4)

Benedictus  LSB 238

C Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
He has come to His people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of His servant David.
Through His holy prophets He promised of old
that He would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember His holy covenant.
This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship Him without fear,
holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life.

L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way,
to give His people knowledge of salvation



by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever.    Amen.

Prayer

Collect for the Word
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Collect for Grace

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 
our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 241

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

          hallowed be Thy name,
          Thy kingdom come,
          Thy will be done on earth
                    as it is in heaven;
          give us this day our daily bread;



          and forgive us our trespasses
                    as we forgive those
                    who trespass against us;
          and lead us not into temptation,
          but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
          and the power and the glory
          forever and ever. Amen.

Luther's Morning Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus  LSB 241

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction  LSB 242

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you.

C Amen.
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