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 Catechism 7

Opening Versicles

L This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 

of the wicked.
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C Teach me Your paths.
L Sanctify us in Your truth.
C Your Word is truth.

L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name,
make known His deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that His name is exalted.”

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel.



The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.

Readings From Holy Scripture

Psalm  Psalm 139:1–24

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

3You search out my path and my lying down 
and are acquainted with all my ways.

4Even before a word is on my tongue, 
behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.

5You hem me in, behind and before, 
and lay your hand up- on me.

6Such knowledge is too wonder-ful for me; 
it is high; I cannot attain it.

7Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
Or where shall I flee from your presence?

8If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

9If I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me.

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 



and the light about me be night,”

12even the darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.

13For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- fully made. 
Wonderful are your works;

my soul knows it very well.
15My frame was not hid- den from you, 
when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of them, 

the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were none of them.

17How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them!

18If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
I awake, and I am still with you.

19Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 
O men of blood, de- part from me!

20They speak against you with malicious intent; 
your enemies take your name in vain!

21Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 
And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?

22I hate them with complete hatred; 
I count them my enemies.

23Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts!

24And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way ever- lasting!

Reading  James 1:26; 3:2–12

L A reading from James, the first chapter.

26If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person’s religion is worthless. 

2For we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he 
is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of 



horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also:
though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet 
it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world 
of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but 
no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it 
we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness 
of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt 
water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither 
can a salt pond yield fresh water.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.

Ten Commandments

C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.



Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
          maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
          who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
          born of the virgin Mary,
          suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died and was buried.
          He descended into hell.
          The third day He rose again from the dead.
          He ascended into heaven
          and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
          From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
          the holy Christian Church,
                    the communion of saints,
          the forgiveness of sins,
          the resurrection of the body,
          and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
          hallowed be Thy name,
          Thy kingdom come,
          Thy will be done on earth
                    as it is in heaven;
          give us this day our daily bread;
          and forgive us our trespasses
                    as we forgive those
                    who trespass against us;
          and lead us not into temptation,
          but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
          and the power and the glory
          forever and ever. Amen.



Catechetical Instruction

The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
 
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, 
slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain 
everything in the kindest way.

The Close of the Commandments

What does God say about all these commandments?
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of 
the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to 
a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Exodus 
20:5–6)
 
What does this mean?
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear 
His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing 
to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him 
and gladly do what He commands.

Hymn

Offering

Prayer  LSB 265

L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.



L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all,
let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day

L Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of 
the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the 
power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all 
adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.

Collect for the Word

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Morning Prayer

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.
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C Christ has been raised from the dead!    Alleluia.    Alleluia.
 
Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.
Raised from the dead, He will never die again.
Death has no more dominion over Him.
 
Christ has been raised from the dead!    Alleluia.    Alleluia.
 
Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all.
Living, He lives to God.
Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
 
Christ has been raised from the dead!    Alleluia.    Alleluia.

Blessing

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve us.

C Amen.
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