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Year-end Board Reports— 
All Boards and Organizations, please have your 
year-end reports submitted to Hope no later than 
Friday, January 3.  The annual report will be 
distributed at the January 12th meeting. 

 

 
 

Council Meeting— 
The council meeting for this month is on Thursday 
Jan. 9 at 6:00 PM.  All board chairpersons are 
encouraged to attend. 

Elder Meeting— 
The Elder’s meeting for this month is on Tuesday, 
January 21 at 6:00 p.m.   

Next Voter’s Meeting— 
Is on Sunday, Jan. 12 following a celebration of 
Leonard Wolff’s 97th Birthday.  Leonard’s family will 
be here to celebrate this special occasion.  The 
annual congregational meeting will be held 
afterwards finalizing the 2020 budget.   There will not 
be a potluck this time around.  Please plan on 
attending this very important meeting. 

 

Opportunities to Support Grace 
with your Time & Talent— 

 Coffee Hour Host – sign up to host coffee 
hour once or twice a year! We all enjoy a 
good cup of coffee and a tasty treat after 
service. The church supplies everything 
except the goodies; hosting coffee hour is a 
great way to meet everyone who comes by 
to grab a cookie or two! 

 Greeter – another way to serve & get to 
know your Grace family is by extending a 
hand of greeting and a “Hello” to those 
worshiping with us as they enter the 
sanctuary. 

 Office Assistance – we regularly need help 
sorting, folding, taping, counting and labeling 
such things as our Newsletter and bulletins. 
Having an extra hand or two is a “huge” help. 

 Other options – join the choir, join the 
audio/visual monitoring team, bring in fresh 
cut flowers for the sanctuary, occasionally 
help our Trustees, etc. 

We might have missed a few but helping out with any of 
these is a wonderful way to serve Grace.  If you are 
interested in helping please contact Hope Farrell in the 
church office at 459-4191 

“May you shine the light of Christ 
in the New Year!” 
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“In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5   

Each January churches across the nation 
observe Sanctity of Life Sunday.  We know God 
values each and every life He creates.  So much so 
He sent His Son at Christmas in order to conquer 
death, the price sin demands of us. 

This month I would like to share something from 
my files from a few years ago.  The article below was 
written by Pastor Klemet Preus.  I hope it gives you 
something to consider.   
 

 

What if the Bible Were Pro-Choice? 
 

A while ago I was wondering: what if people in 
the Bible were pro-choice.  What if the Bible stories 
we read took place today?  What would have 
happened if the inconvenient or unwanted 
pregnancies spoken of in the Bible took place now? 

Below is a little poem.  Each verse retells a Bible 
story from a “pro-choice” perspective.  You can read 
how the story really happened by looking up the 
Bible verses after each stanza. 
 

Who is the woman, well past her years? 
Sarah is pregnant, so full of fears. 
Quick kill her seed so it cannot grow. 
Isaac, the child, need never know. 

(Genesis 18:1-15 & 21:1-8) 
 

Rachel is struggling, going down fast. 
Her son is born, she breathes her last. 
The father, Jacob, if he had learned,  
Would not have had her come to full term. 

(Genesis 35:16-20) 
 

Judah is shocked, what has he done? 
God to a whore, the wife of his son. 
Now she is with child and who’s to blame? 
Murder the unborn, save the shame. 

Genesis 38:10-30 
 

Elizabeth has felt the pain of preborn. 
Is she insane?  She’s too old and worn! 
John is rejoicing inside her womb. 
Change this child’s chamber into a tomb. 

(Luke 1:5-25) 
 
 

 
Mary is pregnant and now unwed.  
Barely a teen, what was in her head? 
Have some compassion, mercy mild, 
Saver her scorn and kill the child. 

Matthew 1:18-25 & Luke 2:1-20) 
 

In two of these cases women were far too old to 
have babies.  In two they were unmarried.  One was 
a threat to the mother.  One was very much 
unwanted.  Yet, in no case did anyone ever consider 
ending the pregnancy.   

Thankfully my little poem never happened.  But, 
in each case, it probably would have been done in 
our culture today.  What a different attitude toward 
children we see in the Bible. 

Sadly many Christians carry the weight of the 
guilt of an abortion.  Some were done thoughtlessly, 
some ignorantly, some with indifference, some with 
deep pangs of conscience.  All were tragic.  All 
ended a life. 

The last verse in my poem tells of a little baby 
whose birth made possible the living of that guilty 
load which we feel over any sin the Christian finds 
themselves caught in.  That little baby frees us to 
love life and live with courage and faith. 

 

From “INTOUCH”, the newsletter of Lutheran’s for Life 

 
As a pastor I have had the privilege of offering 

words of hope, comfort and mercy to many who, for 
one reason or another, made the choice to end a 
pregnancy.  What a blessing it is to be able to 
declare the freeing truth that there is no sin so great 
it can’t be forgiven.  That’s why our Christmas born 
Savior came to us.   

That blessing of full and free forgiveness would 
not have been possible if Jesus’ birth had been 
prevented.  I can’t help but wonder what blessings 
the world has been deprived of because of our 
culture’s short-sightedness and unwillingness to 
honor and uphold the reality that every life is a 
precious gift from the hand of God. 

May God continue to bless as you grow more 
deeply in your faith, your love for Jesus and your 
love for others.  And I look forward to seeing you in 
church. 

Pastor Brooks 



3 

Our next gathering of Grace Book 
Club will be Sunday, January 29 at 
6:30 PM. We will be discussing 
“The Book Thief” by Markus 
Zusak.  Our meeting place will be 
at Marilyn Seay’s. 

Summary: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is 
holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will 
be busier still.  By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is 
changed when she picks up a single object, partially 
hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, 
left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of 
book thievery. So begins a love affair with books and 
words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordian-playing 
foster father, learns to read. Soon she is stealing books 
from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library, 
wherever there are books to be found.  But these are 
dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a 
Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened up, 
and closed down. In superbly crafted writing that burns 
with intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak has 
given us one of the most enduring stories of our time. 

Any and all women are invited to join us for a heartfelt talk 
and a glass of wine!  If you have any questions, you can 
call Hope at 208-405-6080.  

 
Concordia Circle/LWML— 
Meets the first Monday of every month; the next 
meeting is Monday, January 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Lorene Schuster is hosting and 
providing devotions.  All ladies of the congregation 
are invited to attend.  Please contact Peggy 
Schroeder with any questions. 

Mark Your Calendars Now ...for the 2020 Utah-
Idaho District Convention in Boise.  

Date: April 24-26, 2020 
Theme: Lift Up Your Eyes 

Place: Concordia School of Law, Boise. 
Breakout Sessions (tentative) 

 Past President Kay Kreklau – Mission 
Updates 

 LWML Treasurer Karla Koehler – YWRs and 
LWML News 

 Dr. Nancy Almodovar – From Jerusalem to 
Samaria to Your Cul de Sac (Witnessing) 

 Leslie Wills – Stretching for Strength in Body, 
Mind, and Spirit 

 Beth Foreman – Bible Study 

(more details coming soon) 

2019-2021 Mission Grant #6 
Mobile Medical Mercy Mission 
Bus for Guatemala. - $100,000 

While Guatemala is a beautiful country, many people 

suffer in extreme poverty. Over 50% of the children 

are malnourished and have no access to any form of 

medical or dental care. Most have no pre-natal or 

post-natal care and often die from preventable 

diseases. Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hood River, 

Oregon and the Lutheran Church of Guatemala have 

partnered together to share God’s physical and 

spiritual healing with as many souls as possible. They 

have developed a network of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod partner churches to send medical 

professionals and mission teams to Guatemala on 

short term medical mission trips. In order to reach 

these isolated villages they need the right tool, namely 

a Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus. The funds will 

be used to purchase and retrofit a bus with medical 

equipment. Bible school equipment will also be 

purchased enabling the teams to heal both the physical 

and spiritual needs of the Guatemalan children. While 

the physicians tend to their physical needs, 

the ministers and lay leaders go into the villages and 

set up bible classes, VBS and worship services. Child 

Beyond International will continue to financially 

support this ministry.  

Tuesday Evening Women's Bible 
Study— 
Women’s Bible Study will be begin Tuesday, January 7th 
at 7 PM.  The group is meeting in the conference room 
at the church.  Please call the Sarah Kroll if you have 
any questions.   All women are invited to join this 6 
session bible study. They will be reading "Finding I Am – 
How Jesus Fully Satisfies the Cry of Your Heart” by 
Lysa TerKeurst.  Join Lysa on the streets of Israel to 
explore the seven I AM statements of Jesus found in the 
Gospel of John.  
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Preschool News! 

Important Dates Coming Up: 
Jan. 7 - School Resumes 
 

DID YOU KNOW: Sensory Play is Important! 
Children and even adults learn best and retain the most information when they engage their 

senses. 

Here are 5 reasons why sensory play is beneficial: 

1. Research shows that sensory play builds nerve connections in the brain’s pathways, which lead 

to the child’s ability to complete more complex learning tasks. 

2. Sensory play supports language development, cognitive growth, fine and gross motor skills, 

problem solving skills, and social interactions. 

3. This type of play aids in developing and enhancing memory. 

4. Sensory play is great for calming an anxious or frustrated child. 

5. This helps children learn sensory attributes (hot, cold, sticky, dry). 

Source: https://www.educationalplaycare.com/blog/sensory-play-important-development/ 

4 Year Old Class – Ms. Patti and Ms. Amanda 

This past month was focused on celebrating Jesus and learning about his birth. 

The kids worked really hard to learn the song “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” “Silent Night,” and 

“Away in a Manger.” Our students joined us on December 15th and sang for the children’s 

service. We had tons of fun making Christmas crafts like a candy cane to represent “J” for 

Jesus, a manger craft with baby Jesus on a star and a super-secret present for our parents. We 

celebrated our last day of school before break with a birthday cake for Jesus and a gift exchange 

for our kiddos. Our learning focus was on the letters W-K, the numbers 10-11, the oval shape, 

and the color green. 

December Bible Focus:  

Angels visit (Do not be afraid, you have found favor with God. – Luke 1-3),  

Mary visits Elizabeth (Blessed is the King. – John 12:13),  

Christmas, Jesus is Born. (A Savior has been born. – Luke 2:11) 

Reminder: Christmas break is Dec. 19 – Jan. 6. Classes resume on January 7, 2020!! 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a Very Happy New Year!! 

3 Year Old Class – Mrs. Celeste and Mrs. Katie 
December definitely went by fast. In just three weeks, we accomplished so much. We practiced for our 
Christmas Program, learned about the Birth of Jesus, and celebrated the reason for the season.  We traveled 
around the world and learned about how Christmas is celebrated in other countries such as Italy, Germany, 
Mexico, Israel, and China. The students also tried a variety of foods from other countries as well. We made 
many holiday crafts and learned many new skills. Thank you for everyone that attended the children’s 
Christmas Program. We hope you all had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
John 8:12 

 
Happy New Year! 

1   New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

 
 

 

2 
Bulletin Deadline 

 
1:00 pm Board of 
Stewardship/Finance 
1:00 pm Quilters /  
              Crafters 
5:45 pm Exercise 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
8:00 am Group Bible 
Fellowship - Denny’s at 
Flying J 

 

5 

   9:15 am Christian Education 
 10:30 am Family Worship 
           with Holy Communion 
 12:00 pm Youth Confirmation Class 
   6:30 pm No H.S. Bible Study 
 
Greeters:  Jim & Mary Freeland 

6 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
LWML/ 

Concordia 
Circle 

7  School Resumes 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 

 
5:45 pm Exercise 
7:00 pm Women’s  
        Bible Study 

8 
Preschool 4’s 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

9 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 
1:00 pm Quilters /  
              Crafters 
5:45 pm Exercise 
6:00 pm Council 
6:30 pm Theology on Tap 

10 

 
11 
8:00 am Group Bible 
Fellowship - Denny’s at 
Flying J 
 

 

12          Voter’s Meeting 

   9:15 am Christian Education 
 10:30 am Family Worship 
 12:00 pm Annual Voter’s Meeting 
 
  6:30 pm H.S. Bible Study 

Greeters:  Mark & Ellie Elli 

13 14 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 

2:00 pm Merry Widows 
5:45 pm Exercise 
7:00 pm Women’s  
        Bible Study 

15 
Preschool 4’s 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

16 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 
 
1:00 pm Quilters /  
              Crafters 
5:45 pm Exercise 

17 
 

18 
8:00 am Group Bible 
Fellowship - Denny’s at 
Flying J 
 

19 

   9:15 am Christian Education 
 10:30 am Family Worship 
           with Holy Communion 
 12:00 pm Youth Confirmation Class 
   6:30 pm MSM 
   6:30 pm H.S. Bible Study 

Greeters:  Larry & MaryEtta  

20 
 

21 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

9:30 am Chapel 
5:45 pm Exercise 
6:00 pm Elder’s 
7:00 pm Women’s  
        Bible Study 

22 
Preschool 4’s 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

 
 

 
 

7:30 pm Choir Practice 

23 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 
 
 

1:00 pm Quilters /  
              Crafters 
5:45 pm Exercise 
6:30 pm Theology on Tap 

24 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Family 
Game 
Night 

25 
8:00 am Group Bible 
Fellowship - Denny’s at 
Flying J 
 

 

26 
   9:15 am Christian Education 
 10:30 am Family Worship 
12:00 pm Youth Confirmation Class 
 

   6:30 pm Grace Book Club 
   At Marilyn Seay’s 
 

 Greeters:  Dave & Trish Henderson 

27 28 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 
 
 
5:45 pm Exercise 
7:00 pm Women’s  
        Bible Study 

29 
Preschool 4’s 

Bulletin Deadline 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir Practice 

30 
Preschool 3’s & 4’s 

 
 
 
1:00 pm Quilters /  
              Crafters 
5:45 pm Exercise 

31 
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PRAYER PAGE 
Church Family Prayers— 
Since February of last year we named and prayed for 

each of our members reaching the end of the alphabet 

in November.  We will be starting up our family 

prayers again next month.  In the meantime please feel 

free to contact the office or Pastor Brooks 

if you have a prayer request.  
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer ~ God of grace, be with all who are sick or suffer from any kind of affliction of body, soul, or mind.  In 

the midst of their sufferings, comfort them with the certain promise of Your love and Your promise to bring us 

healing according to Your good and perfect will.  Be a comfort and strength to the friends and families of all 

whose loved ones have died recently.  Assure them of the heavenly inheritance awaiting all who trust in Jesus for 

salvation and help them to look to You daily in their time of sorrow. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer for Mission Grant #6 - Lutheran Church of Guatemala and Child Beyond International 
Dear God, we come to You this day asking for Your blessing and guidance for LWML Mission Grant #6 Immanuel 

Agape Ministries — Mobile Medical Mission Bus for Guatemala. In a country that suffers from poverty and malnutrition, 

we ask You to bless this ministry to share the Gospel and medical care with villagers in the remote and isolated areas of 

Guatemala. We ask You to bless our prayers and mites that Your will be done and Your name be praised. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Keep in our Prayers— 

We pray God’s healing, care and comfort for those dealing with: 

Cancer – Alma Bell, Adam Mobley, Abel Saloum, 

Cindy Dolton & her brother, Courtney, 

Penny Storms Jeffries, Jim Christensen, John 

Lindbloom, Jack Hamblin, Mark Hammer, 

Gary Olufson, Ron Salow, Mitch 

Cunningham, Bill Tibbetts, Jerry Shaffer, 

Denise Shaffer, Doris Powell, Dave Koontz 

Heart – Kayla Dekker, Brook Van Leuven, Katherine 

Clark, Gary Carmain, Al Osmus 

Liver – Bryant Neal, Dave Henderson, Henrietta 

Frerichs 

Lung – Sherrie Prien 

Mental health – Jim Moore, David Ledington, Amy 

(Bert’s friend) 

Parkinson’s – Bryan Schuster 

Pneumonia – Janice Beaudry 

Rehabilitation – Kenneth Luedke, Judy Odette, Carol 

Moore, Scott Weiskircher, Jake Nash, 

Sunshine Bryden, Martha Weymouth, Dora 

Evans 

Stroke – John Haverman, Jean (Margaret Kilzer’s 

mother)  

Deaths of – Jean Breutzman, Lois Gailey, Willie 

Scholle  

 

We also remember and pray for our Shut-In’s – Gwen Barney, Margaret Edmiston, Flo Hopkins, Norm Kendall, 

Charles & Paula Row, Sarge Sargent, Betty Schultz, David Schuster, Rosetta Schuster, Martha Weymouth, 

& Leonard Wolff 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:6 


