
10-day Classical Italy Tour 
featuring the best of 

Italy’s history, art & architecture



Day 1              Depart USA
We depart the USA on our overnight flight to 
Rome.               (meals aloft)

Day 2               Arrrive Rome/Assisi
We arrive to Rome this morning and after 
passing through Customs we are met by 
our English-speaking assistant who guides 
us to our waiting coach. We drive to Assisi, 
stopping en route in Bagnoregio for a brief rest 
stop in this charming hilltop village. Later this 
afternoon we arrive in Assisi, birthplace of St. 
Francis, and check into our hotel. We have 
the remainder of the afternoon at leisure, with 
dinner included at the hotel this evening.  (B,D)

Day 3                          Assisi/Florence
After breakfast at our hotel, we are joined by 
our local guide at Santa Maria Degli Angeli 
Church for a morning walking tour of Assisi. We 
visit the San Francesco Basilica, consisting of 
two churches surmounting a crypt. In the upper 
basilica are Giotto's magnificent frescoes, 
showing 28 scenes from the life of St. Francis in 
imaginative detail. The lower church contains 
frescoes by Simone Martini, Cimabue and 
Pietro Lorenzetti.  The tomb of St. Francis is in 
the crypt.  We also view Santa Chiara Church. 
This afternoon we depart Assisi and drive 
to Lake Trasimeno, the site where Hannibal 
defeated the Roman army.  After a brief stop 
we continue our journey to Florence, capital of 
Tuscany and home of the Renaissance. We 
check into our hotel, with dinner included this 
evening at a local restaurant.                  (B,D)

Day 4                             Florence
After breakfast at our hotel we have a walking 
tour to visit some of the main sites of Florence.  
We tour the Galleria dell’Accademia, the 
Academy of Fine Arts, home to a fine collection 

of Michelangelo sculptures, including the 
original David. There also is a Pieta and an 
incomplete St. Matthew. Then we visit the 
Duomo, the cathedral church of Florence, 
also called the Basilica di Santa Maria del 
Fiore, constructed between 1296 and 1436 
AD.  We admire its striking green, white, and 
pink marble facade as well as the magnificent 
stained glass windows in its Gothic interior.  
We view the baptistry, and then we see the 
Piazza della Signoria where the city’s ruling 
family lived for generations.  Then we visit 
the Uffizi Gallery, housed in a palace that was 
built in the 1560s. The collection here was 
founded by the Medici family and bequeathed 
to the city in 1737.  As well as paintings 
by artists including Giotto Bellini, Simone 
Martini, Fra Angelico, Botticelli, Hugo van der 
Goes, Titian and Canaletto, the gallery also 
houses sculpture, jewelry and early scientific 
instruments. Following our guided tour, the 
remainder of the afternoon is at leisure. Enjoy 
some time to get further acquainted with the 
galleries, palaces, and statues surrounding 
this historic square, and view the famous 
Ponte Vecchio - the “Old Bridge” over the Arno 
River with shops located all along it. Dinner is 
included at a local restaurant this evening with 
overnight at our hotel.           (B,D)

Day 5                Florence/San Gimignano/
          Pisa/Rome
After breakfast we check out of our hotel and 
drive to San Gimignano, where we visit the 
Church of Sant'Agostino and see the frescoes 
depicting scenes from the life of St. Augustine. 
Then we drive to Pisa to view the famous 
Leaning Tower of Pisa.  We continue on to 
Rome, the “Eternal City,” checking into our 
hotel, with dinner included at a local restaurant 
near our hotel this evening.                       (B,D)



Day 6                    Vatican/Rome
We have breakfast at our hotel and then go to 
historical Vatican City. We explore the Vatican 
museums, one of the most renowned and 
famous cultural institutions of the Holy See, 
known all over the world for its masterpieces 
that have been commissioned, collected and 
preserved in time by the Roman Pontiffs. An 
unforgettable highlight is a visit to the epic 
Sistine Chapel, over which Michelangelo 
labored for four years and which has been 
restored to its original glory. We also visit the 
Basilica of St. Peter, the largest church in the 
world, said to be buried over the tomb of Saint 
Peter. We have time for lunch on our own and 
then return to our hotel with the remainder of 
the day at leisure. Dinner is included at a local 
restaurant near our hotel this evening.    (B,D)

Day 7                     Rome
We have breakfast at our hotel. Then we visit 
the Colosseum, begun about AD 72, and the 
best-known structure remaining from ancient 
Rome. It was capable of holding more than 
50,000 to view gladiatorial contests, hunts, 
mock naval battles and perhaps Christian 
sacrifices.  Many of the materials from this 
magnificent edifice were later used in the 
construction of various churches and palaces.  
We then spend some time exploring the 
Roman Forum, which served as the center 
of political life and commerce in ancient 
Rome. Enjoy some free time this afternoon to 
further explore Rome on your own. Dinner is 
included at a local restaurant near our hotel 
this evening.            (B,D)

Day 8            Rome/Pompeii
We have breakfast at our hotel and then 
check-out and drive to Pompeii, at the foot of 
Mount Vesuvius, made famous when it was 

buried in ash when the volcano erupted in AD 
79. Excavations have revealed life in this city 
as it was nearly 2,000 years ago. Our local 
specialist guide will help us identify the Forum, 
Stabian Baths and Villa of the Mysteries.  
Ornamental mural designs representing four 
different periods still retain their brilliant colors 
today. Following our tour we drive to the top of 
Vesuvius, passing inactive lava flows on our 
way up to the huge crater. We take some time 
to admire the impressive views over the Bay 
of Naples and then return to our coach. We 
drive back to Pompeii and check into our hotel 
with dinner included this evening.          (B,D)
  
Day 9                Sorrento/Capri/
     Naples/Rome 
We have breakfast at our hotel and then drive 
to Sorrento where we board a fast ferry to the 
island of Capri. Upon arrival we are joined 
by a local guide for an island tour. Weather 
permitting, we travel by motor boat and then 
row boat to the dazzling Blue Grotto, with light 
sources both above and below the water line 
that flood the grotto in brilliant blue or emerald 
light. After viewing this unforgettable sight, we 
return to the other side of the island and take 
either the funicular or a minibus up to Capri 
town where we have a brief walking tour of 
the town, admiring the spectacular panoramic 
views. Following our tour, we board a fast ferry 
to Naples, and from there we drive to Rome.  
We check intoour hotel with dinner included at 
a restaurant near our hotel this evening. (B,D)

Day 10              Rome/USA
We have breakfast at our hotel and then 
transfer to the airport for our return flight to the 
USA.              (B,meals aloft)

All sites listed in the itinerary will be covered but the sequence and 
days may be altered to adjust to religious holidays, special closings of 

sites, air schedules, etc. Hotels listed subject to confirmation.


