11-Day Galapagos Tour
featuring Quito and
a 7-Night Galapagos Cruise

DAY 1
USA/QUITO
Depart this morning on your flight to Quito, Ecuador. Upon arrival,
you are welcomed at the airport and taken our hotel for checkin. Quito is set in a hollow at the foot of the volcano Pichincha,
surrounded by hills and several snow-capped mountains. It
is known for its treasures of Colonial churches, monasteries,
paintings, sculptures and carvings and the magnificent blend
of Spanish, Flemish and Moorish architecture. In 1978 it was
declared by UNESCO as “Patrimony of Mankind.” Altogether the
city offers 86 churches and monasteries of the 16th and 17th
century. Due to its beautiful churches and monasteries, Quito
is also known as the “Convent of America.” This attractive city
is located only 22 kilometers (about 14 miles) away from the
“Middle of the World,” the Equatorial Line. Dinner on your own
this evening.
DAY 2
		
QUITO
Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Quito (altitude of approximately 9,350
ft) to see some of its impressive religious and cultural sites.
During your visit in the old part of the city, you can still breathe
the colonial history of Ecuador. Your guide will take you for a walk
through the culturally diverse history of Quito. See Independence
Square with the Government and the Bishops Palace, as well
as the Cathedral. On the way to San Francisco Square, you
will visit the church of La Compañia, which has the most ornate
and richly sculptured façade and interior. Afterwards, step inside
the church of San Francisco. If time allows, you will be taken
to a viewpoint from where you can overlook the city. You will
also visit the Equatorial Line Monument called “Middle of the
World.” Here you get the truly special experience of standing in
both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres simultaneously.
The Equatorial Monument marks the spot where an 18th
century French scientific expedition led by Charles Marie de la
Condamine established the exact position of the Equator. Also
visit the Ethnographical Museum, which shows the history of the
Indian cultures of Ecuador. Following your tour, return to Quito for
overnight.
(B)
DAY 3
QUITO/GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
Today you fly to the Galapagos Islands - the Enchanted Islands
- the highlight of every Ecuador trip, for they are the most unique
living museum of evolutionary changes, allowing the visitor to get
to know a variety of exotic species endemic to this archipelago!
Animals unafraid of man, and so different from any others found
elsewhere, make visitors wonder about their existence on our
planet. Among the animals found are the different species of
giant “Galapagos” tortoises that gave the islands their name, a
variety of birds and marine mammals such as iguanas, sea lions,
dolphins, and whales, as well as a great number of fish. Among
the flora, the most distinctive are mangroves and endemic cacti
- to mention only some of them! Upon arrival at Baltra Airport,
you are met and transferred to the pier to board the your cruise
ship, your home for the next seven nights. Then you proceed to
the Charles Darwin Research Center on Santa Cruz Island.
Santa Cruz is home to a large population of giant tortoises
(about 3000), and the Fausto Llerena Giant Tortoise Breeding
Center is an ideal place to see them in their natural surroundings.
Listen carefully for the sound of heavy footsteps and the sound
of shrubs being slowly crushed as the tortoises make their way
through the brush. This area is also a good place to spot shorteared owls, Darwin’s finches, yellow warblers, Galápagos rails
and paint-billed crakes.
			
(B,D)

DAY 4 				
SANTA CRUZ ISLAND/
				 BARTHOLOMEW ISLAND
Today you visit Dragon Hill, located on the northwest part of
Santa Cruz Island. Behind the beach lies a pond that is often home
to flamingos. Along the trail, you may see a variety of reptiles,
especially land iguanas, which look like dragons because of
their claws and spiky crests. Young iguanas are easily targets
for by predatory birds and snakes; otherwise, they can live up
to 60 years of age. You will see extensive vegetation such as a
forest of holy stick trees (burseras), whose appearance changes
depending on the season. The forest is home to a variety of
birds, such as mockingbirds, Darwin finches, yellow warblers
and Galapagos doves. From there you continue to the small
volcanic island of Bartholomew, one of the most frequently
visited of all the islands. It is an excellent site for snorkeling,
filled with the breathtaking volcanic landscapes that make this
corner of the world so unique. The black lava fields and graybrown cinder cone contrast with the young green vegetation of
the island and the sand beaches. The dock, made out of lava and
concrete, soon turns into a wooden staircase, which takes you to
the island’s summit, where you find the most photographed site
in the Galapagos: the eroded tuff cone of Pinnacle Rock. Due
to its altitude, the lack of vegetation is immediately noticeable.
Behind the beach are the dunes covered by mangroves. From
the coralline beach next to Pinnacle Rock you are able to snorkel
amongst tropical fish and perhaps sea lions and the Galapagos
penguin, the only existing species of penguin in the equator
area.		
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DAY 5
RABIDA ISLAND/SANTIAGO ISLAND
Also known as Jervis Island in English, Rabida is one of the most
diverse in terms of volcanic activity as it lies at the very heart of
the archipelago’s volcanic origin. It is an island comprised of lava
poured out of scoria cones, which are very rich in iron oxide and
magnesium, giving the island its astounding, unearthly reddish
color. Rabida in itself has an abundance of landscapes and
marine life. You may also go around the shoreline in a dinghy to
spot fur seals, pelicans, blue-footed boobies and Nazca boobies.
This is an excellent place for swimming and snorkeling, where
you may see white tipped sharks, rays and sea lions. Then you
go to Buccaneer Cove, a testament to the fact that Santiago
Island was once a refuge for British buccaneers. These pirates
would anchor in the protected bay to make repairs and stock
up on tortoise meat among other things. The steep cliffs, where
hundreds of seabirds perch in front of the dark red sand beach,
are a magnificent site. Espumilla Beach, on the north end of the
James Bay at Santiago Island, is a sea turtle nesting site. The
trail inland passes a small seasonal lagoon where flamingoes
and white-cheeked pintail ducks are sometimes seen. The trail
continues in a loop through the arid zone where it is possible to
view many land birds. The area is also a popular place for marine
iguanas and Sally Lightfoot crabs.
(B,L,D)
DAY 6 		
SANTA CRUZ ISLAND
On the north shore of Santa Cruz Island, accessible only by sea,
you’ll find four species of mangrove crowd from the shore out
into the lagoon. You will also see turtles swimming and poking
their heads above the surface of the calm waters while fish, rays
and small sharks circle below. White-tipped reef sharks and rays
can be seen beneath the boat, as well as sea birds, pelicans,
herons and egrets feeding here in Black Turtle Cove, declared
as a “Turtle Sanctuary”. This afternoon a 45-minute bus ride

will takes you to the Santa Cruz highlands, where you will find a
natural reserve with giant land tortoises in their natural habitat.
These enormous and slow-moving reptiles are responsible for
the island’s name, and approaching them in their humid and
forested abode is always an inspiring adventure. They can weigh
between 250 and 300 kg and can live up to 200 years. They
have few predators; their principal threat has always been men.
Here you will also visit the Twin Craters or Gemelos, which were
once underground magma chambers. Today these sinkholes
are surrounded by scalesia forest, with shrub and tree species
unique to the Galapagos Islands. This area has a very different
climate from other parts of the island, adding to its unique
foliage and appearance. It is the habitat for bromeliads, orchids,
mosses, lichens and many birds. Here, you may see the famous
vermillion flycatcher, 8 species of Charles Darwin finches, and
occasionally a short-eared owl. From here you return to Ayora
Port for some shopping and sightseeing time.
(B,L,D)
			
DAY 7
ISABELA ISLAND/FERNANDINA ISLAND
You begin today at Vicente Roca Point on Isabela Island, where
visits are solely in the water by dinghy or scuba-diving. The
impressive geological formations provide a beautiful backdrop
for numerous nesting birds, including Blue-footed and Nazca
boobies, gulls, storm petrels, and Brown Noddy Terns. The water
here is cold due to the upwelling of the Cromwell Current from
the west, offering an abundant food supply for marine species. It
is common to observe “feeding frenzies”, with groups of whales,
dophins, sea lions, tunas, Blue-footed and Nazca boobies,
pelicans and other marine birds feeding simultaneously. To the
south of the cove, there is a small colony of fur seals. Then
you proceed to Espinosa Point on Fernandina Island, which
has been raised and lowered a number of times as a result of
geologic activity throughout its history, with the last known activity
in 1975, when it was raised about 40 cm, leaving corals and red
mangroves exposed. Highlights along the coast include Marine
Iguanas, which nest here in the early part of the year with young
emerging around June. At that time, snakes are commonly seen
in the nesting zone. Other attractions include penguins, sea lions,
Sally Lightfoot Crabs, and occasionally Galapagos Hawks and
land iguanas. This is also one of the best places to see the Lava
Cactus. One of the first species to grow on young lava, it can
survive with very little water.
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DAY 8 			
ISABELA ISLAND
West of Isabela Islan lies Urbina Bay, a fascinating area that is
the result of a shallow sea bottom uplifted in 1954 which shows
a large coral reef that sticks up above sea level. Urbina Bay
has a wide variety of plant life which changes depending on the
season. The site features a short trek inland, where feeding giant
tortoises can be spotted amongst the bushes in their natural
habitat, and land iguanas nest the middle of the trail where their
specially textured, yellowish skin can be observed from up close.
Flycatchers, Darwin’s finches and mockingbirds are common on
the ground and in the trees. Then you visit Tagus Cove on the
northwestern coast of Isabela, a favorite site of the early pirates
and whalers, many of whom wrote their names on the cliffs along
the shore. It is named for a British ship, The Tagus, which had
anchored there in 1814 in search of giant tortoises to be used as
food supply on the boat. The site was visited by Charles Darwin
in 1835. A dinghy ride along the shoreline reveals a variety of
seabirds, such as the blue-footed booby, brown noddy, terns,
flightless cormorant and Galapagos penguins, which are the only
penguin species in the world living in the northern hemisphere.

They are monogamous and lay their eggs in small cracks of lava,
on the lower parts of the island near the shoreline not reached by
the ocean’s water. The population of penguins on the islands is
about 700 pairs. Along the Tagus, you can observe sea turtles,
eagle, rays, sea lions and, if you’re lucky, dolphins swimming
in the vicinity. Here, snorkeling is allowed. Once you leave
Tagus Cove, you navigate into the Bolivar Channel for excellent
opportunities for whale and dolphin watching.
(B,L,D)
DAY 9 			
SANTIAGO ISLAND
Egas Port is named in honor of Jorge Egas, an entrepreneur
who explored the island in the 1930s and opened a salt mine at
the foothill of “Sugarloaf” Volcano. The site was visited in 1835
by the HMS Beagle and Charles Darwin, who described in his
journals a group of Spaniards salting tortoise meat with the salt
extracted from the area. Along the shore, you find various bird
species such as pelicans, blue-footed boobies, lava herons,
yellow-crowned, night herons (locally called huaques), semipalmated plovers, willets, yellow warblers, finches, and the
highly territorial American oystercatchers. You may also see
Sally Lightfoot Crabs and large colonies of marine iguanas
sunbathing on the volcanic rocks. You have the option to visit the
Salt Mines, a trail of about 4 miles round trip. Also today you visit
Sullivan Bay, located at the southeastern portion of Santiago
Island and featuring extensive lava flows which are believed to
have been formed during the last quarter of the 19th century.
The area is covered by Pahoehoe (“easy to walk” in Polynesian)
lava flows; this type of lava is rare to the rest of the world but
is common to the volcanoes of the Galapagos Islands and
Hawaii, as they share the same volcanic origin. You can see the
path of lava flow as well as the various igneous rock structures
formed from varying rates of flow, temperature of formation and
pressure. Visitors also see pioneer plants and “hornitos,” little
ovens formed when bubbles escape from hot lava to form minivolcanoes.Near the beginning of the path, molds of some trees
can be found. Details of the crust indicate that they were trees
growing in small crevices where soil and moisture accumulate
in sufficient quantity so they can grow. After exploring the lava
flow, you can swim and snorkel with playful sea lions off two
small coralline beaches.		
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DAY 10
SANTA CRUZ ISLAND/BALTRA/QUITO
This morning you explore Las Bachas, a site full of sun, beaches
and water, where you can find the remains of barges that sank
and had once been used by the United States when they had
an airbase on the island of Baltra during World War II. That is
why the beach is called “Bachas” because the word “barges” in
English pronunciation was hard for local people, so in the attempt
to maintain the same word, the locals came up with the Spanish
phonetics. A 10-minute walk takes you toward the coastal ponds
that can be found at both tips of the beach, because here you
can usually find flamingos feeding. This afternoon, you depart
from Baltra airport on your flight to Quito, connecting later tonight
on your overnight flight to the USA.		
(B)
DAY 11
RETURN USA
Following your overnight flight, you arrive back to the USA early
this morning.				
(meals aloft)
All sites listed in the itinerary will be covered but the sequence and
days may be altered to adjust to religious holidays, special closings of
sites, air schedules, etc. This tour is not recommended for those who
have mobility limitations since it includes significant amounts of rigorous walking on uneven terrain.. Please note that the Americans With
Disabilities Act is not applicable outside the USA and facilities in other
countries may be sharply limited.

