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NYSIF  
STATEWIDE H&S MEETING MINUTES 

1 Watervliet Ave, Albany 

April 20, 2017 

  

PEF MANAGEMENT 
  

Don Stephens – Co-Chair Armin Holdorf – Co-Chair – video 

conference 

Aaron Uchytil Joe Mullen 

Kathy DePasquale Cliff Meister-video conference 

Joan Schiener Jason Hall- video conference 

Katherine Czachorowski  

Radhakrishan Mohan  

Charles Browning C.S.E.A. 

Mark Seidner Anita Booker 

Patricia Mason Lola Youngblood Hunter 

Clifvon Jones Leslie Briscoe 

Clarence Cunningham Joyce Thomas 

Ben Gamoran- video conference Wanda Harris 

Chermayne Campbell   

Olubunmi Ojugbele   

   

   

 

 

1) Minutes – The January 2017 minutes are being reviewed by Management.  

 

2) Next Meeting – PEF proposes the next meeting to be held on July 20, 2017 at 1:30 PM.  

 

3) Local H/S Meetings and Concerns – PEF representatives individually reported the status of 

the local S&H meetings for their respective district offices. 

 

White Plains-  Clarence: No local meeting, no fire drills conducted and PA system on 10th floor 

does not work. The alarm system accidentally went off and there was a lot of confusion as there 

was no way to communicate. Fire wardens did not wear vests.   

                         Mr. Mullen: it’s a leased building and it’s my understanding a fire plan was in 

place. Mgmt. will check with Building Administration and coordinate a meeting.  

 

 

NYC/1301-   Chermayne: bed bugs were observed again, always seem to be in or near actuarial 

department  

                       Mr. Mullen: bed bugs are hitchhikers and 1 or 2 bedbugs do not constitute an 

infestation. When Mgmt. received the report, “dogs” were brought in and no infestation was 
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found. The area of the sightings was treated anyway. Jason is going to 1301 after this meeting 

regarding the recent sightings and check 

                     CSEA- what is being done as a preventative measure? 

                      Mr. Mullen:  there is a preventative program at Church St, not currently at 1301 

                      Chermayne: the water fountain is broken and ice machine does not work 

                      Mr. Mullen: Use the facilities mailbox to report these types of issues. Also copy 

Martha and Karen 

                      Jason: They are aware of it and working on it 

 

NYC- Church St –   Armin- a industrial hygienist has already been hired and is on site 

                          Mr. Mullen- the air monitoring results that were conducted February 28, 2017- 

March 28, 2017 for floors 8-15 were forwarded to PEF and CSEA on 4/18/17. 

                          Don- quickly reviewed all the results and no alarms were noted on the results 

which mean the results are within permissible levels. The results were also forwarded to the PEF 

safety and health Specialist 

                      Mr. Mullen- the results were consistent with industry rules, regulations and 

standards. Samples were completed on occupied floors by NYSIF’s environmental consultant.  

The samples are being taken according to Industry standards and NYSIF’s environmental 

consultant’s judgment.  

                      Clarence- are they being taken during work hours? 

                       Mr. Mullen- That is a decision left to NYSIF’s environmental consultant as they 

are the specialists. 

                       Don- it is also noted on the results what floor and the time and time span the air 

monitoring was conducted  

                     Clifvon- the 8th floor doors are locked, why?  Employees think they are keeping 

asbestos out? 

                     Mr. Mullen- not true, it must do with air flow and drafts 

                     Clifvon- it is over 80 degrees on some floors. Is the HVAC working properly? 

                    Jason - Yes, it is, the system was recently switched over from heat to air 

conditioning and it takes awhile.  

                    Mr. Mullen- Also there is a protocol for asbestos abatement and the Dept. of labor 

are conducting on site inspections to ensure protocol is followed. In demolition areas, plastic is 

being used to cover vents and duct work to avoid excess dust. The vents and filters are usually 

cleaned monthly, however during the demolition; it is being conducted twice a month.              

                

 

Melville- Mark: there is speaker noise in some areas 

                Cliff: this was mentioned to Al Angelo; Cliff will look at the wires 

                Mark: brought up the concern of air quality and if monitoring can be done? 

                Cliff: this was brought up at the local H & S meeting by an employee. There is 1 are 

that has low humidity and affects 1 person, not widespread.  

                Mark: there was a concern on employee ratio to the size of the refrigerator used in the 

office. Possibly check with PESH. Also, Mark mentioned that the size of the restrooms seems 

small as compared to number of employees.  
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Buffalo- No problems or concerns, handled as they come up as Ron has open door policy 

 

Syracuse- Kathy: No recent meeting, Patti has an open-door policy. Renovations are occurring 

to update older equipment; a new security camera is being installed. The driveway has large 

potholes and is not stripped for lanes.  

                  Mr. Mullen: mention this to Patti at the local level; it may be an easement issue 

 

Albany- 

 1 Watervliet: Patty- new cubicles that came from storage were extremely dirty and 

smelled. They were not cleaned before installing. Several people apparently went home due to 

the smell. Is it possible to get them cleaned prior to setting up?  Whose responsibility would this 

be?  Patty mentioned the bottled water club?   

                                   Lola: possible installation of automatic door or a handicapped door button 

for bathrooms on both floors 

                                  Mr. Mullen:  go through the Business Manager first 

  

 Bldg 8 : Aaron- still have an hand towel/hand dryer issue. People are not using the slow 

hand dryer. They either aren’t washing their hands or washing their hands and then going to 

kitchen to get a paper towel. Possible alternatives?? The last one was too loud 

                          Mr. Mullen: evaluate several different hand dryers and send the findings with 

the best one to Al Angelo and copy me  

 

  

           Bldg 15: no issues 

 

  

Binghamton- no recent meetings.  

                    Leslie:  can the AED be taken out of the building during a fire drill? 

                     

Rochester- no recent meetings,  

                    Joan - still working with Dan on chair cleaning, he is not sure of protocol.  Joan also 

discussed that mice are still around. The refrigerator is broke. 

                  Mr Mullen:  you must go to either Patti or Dan  

 

 

Updates on offices from Management: 

 

199 Church- The ductwork and filters are being cleaned twice a month. Also, there are updates 

on the intranet 

 

 

Albany 1 Watervliet- nothing 

 

Albany 8 Computer Drive- nothing 
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Albany 15 Computer Drive- nothing 

 

Buffalo- nothing 

 

Binghamton- nothing 

 

Melville- nothing 

 

Rochester- nothing 

 

Syracuse- nothing 

 

White Plains- nothing 

 

 

 

New Issues- 

Anita- I would like to put in for CSEA to attend the meetings in person, not by phone.  

Mr. Mullen- You must put the request in with Ms. Siegel.  

 

Armin: the building surveys of the offices in conjunction with CSEA, PEF and a Field Service 

Rep will start in beginning of May and be completed by the end of May 

 

 

Open Issues- 

 

 

  

 

 

 

________________________________  ________________________________ 

Don Stephens, Co-Chair PEF   Armin Holdorf, Co-Chair Management 

 


