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FROM OUR
PATRON

Gordon Sombrowski
Chair, Paton’s Council

The last year has been an exciting one for the I.G.S. Group in partnership with the Museum!
We were very pleased to continue to be a supporter of the fund and friend - raiser that has become an annual treat
in Fernie. The Shake, Rattle and Roll Hop had us all hopping with or without socks! However, there was so much more
this year!
One of the most important aspects of our partnership this past year has been the work the Fernie and District
Historical Society has undertaken regarding the preservation of our heritage. We were particularly thrilled to be able
to support the ongoing efforts to understand how to save Fernie heritage. The understanding that was gained about
the challenges that exist when trying to save a particular heritage building in Fernie will be invaluable as we move
forward to create a community structure whereby our built heritage can, on a case by case basis, be preserved as a
living part of the community. At the same time we were partners in the initiating steps towards the creation of a
Heritage Strategy and the work led by Ron Ulrich and Elana Zysblat and her team from Ance Building Services. The
process of creating a Heritage Strategy has been one of learning for all the partners in the community and we have
been very pleased by the depth and excellence of the work that is being done. We look forward to seeing the results
in the coming year.
As always, we are incredibly pleased that our partnership is helping the museum to educate people of all ages about
Fernie’s history, heritage and culture. In this ethereal digital world, we more than ever are searching for meaning and
authenticity. These are things our heritage and culture provide, and they must therefore be preserved and shared.
Join us in partnering with the museum to ensure that this valuable work continues!
Gordon Sombrowski, for the I.G.S. Group

PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

Dave O’Haire
President

Welcome, and thank you for attending the 2017 Annual General Meeting at the Fernie Archives
Centre. This space is donated by Scotiabank, Fernie branch and is one example of the type of
community partnerships enjoyed by the Society which enable us to fulfil our mandate.
This has been a year of many new and exciting upgrades at the museum, both on the main floor
and in the second floor gallery. Our exhibits and programming continue to be outstanding and
incredibly well received by everyone attending. These upgrades and programs are part of the
strategic plan developed and adopted by the Board in 2015. None of these accomplishments could
have been accomplished without our incredible staff, board, volunteers and patrons. Thank you.
Many thanks to Gordon Sombrowski, chair of our Patron’s Council, whose exemplary skill and
energy has done wonders for the Society. I cannot overemphasize, as well, the value that our
Executive Director, Ron Ulrich, brings to our organization and to culture in Fernie in general.
I wish the new board every success in 2018-2019.
Dave 0’Haire, President

THE FERNIE MUSEUM IS A VIBRANT, COMMUNITY-BASED CULTURAL
INSTITUTION WHICH INTEGRATES HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE
TO UNDERSTAND, COMMUNICATE AND PRESERVE WHAT IS UNIQUE
ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY AND REGION.

Our work drives four strategic outcomes:
Building Community
Fostering a sense of community by engaging residents and visitors and creating meaningful
cultural and social experiences.
Building Place
Fostering a positive sense of place and pride for residents and visitors alike.
Building Memory
Developing and providing access to the museum’s diverse collections and sharing community
stories.
Building Sustainability
Adopting long-term financially, operationally and environmentally sustainable practices.

2016 TO 2020 STRATEGIC PLAN
In 2016, the Board of the Fernie & District Historical Society adopted a 5-year
strategic plan that creates a solid foundation on which the Museum can grow
in the future with an equal focus on the following:
•The core functions of museum work: collections, research, exhibits and
community engagement
•Facility restoration and rehabilitation: stabilizing the building envelope and
additional tenant improvements
•Capacity building created by sustained financial growth
•Ensuring the protection and conservation of Fernie’s built heritage in
partnership with the City of Fernie.

2017
BY THE NUMBERS
Total visitation was 29,225, an
increase of 46% from 2016.
The Fernie Museum and Visitor
Centre was enjoyed by 11,237 walkin visitors in 2017.
9,078 Fernie residents and visitors
participated in community
programming.
412 Fernie students participated in
school programs.
8,498 visitors enjoyed our extension
exhibits.
$56.256 in community donations, an
increase of 51%.

REVIEW 2017

2017 IN REVIEW
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT
•The archives collection has now been stored using
museum grade shelving, large format flat storage units
and acid free conservation materials through a grant
from Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance.
CURATORIAL RESEARCH
•The Italian Community Memory research project which
examined Fernie’s Italian pioneer history (1880 to 1921)
is being finalized; a virtual exhibit using this research
will be launched on July 1, 2018 in partnership with the
Canadian Museum of History.
•Undertaking research into the ethnic communities
affected by the World War I ”enemy alien” designation
in partnership with the Canadian First World War
Internment Recognition Fund. The project will be
completed in 2018.

2017 IN REVIEW
MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS
•Upgraded the This Is Our Fernie permanent exhibit with
the installation of new exhibit panels and new
interactive stations. Refreshed the existing exhibit
cases.
•Installed new lighting and a humidifier in the Gallery
allowing the Museum to achieve Canadian Class A
Gallery Standards. These improvements, along with the
exhibit upgrades, were funded by an $82,000 grant from
BC Canada 150 grant program administered by the BC
Museums Association.
•Curated, designed and installed 3 new exhibits in the
Gallery:
I Am Fernie, Fernie Artography, and
Treasures and Curiosities From Our Collections as part of
the Canada 150 Cultural Series.

2017 IN REVIEW
EXTENSION EXHIBITS
•The Rise and Fall of Emilio Picariello exhibit was
presented at the Southern Alberta Jubilee
Auditorium (Calgary, AB) in conjunction with
Calgary Opera’s presentation of Filumena, a
Canadian opera based on the story of Emperor
Pic. The museum was a presenting partner with
Calgary Opera.
•The exhibit also travelled to the Galt Museum and
Archives (Lethbridge, AB).
•The Museum received a BC Museum Award of
Excellence for the Rise and Fall of Emilio
Picariello exhibit, programs and book.

2017 IN REVIEW
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
•Hosted a Lunch and Learn program series in spring
and fall 2017.
•Hosted an Intimate and Interactive program series
in conjunction with the Canada 150 Cultural Series.
•Hosted summer walking tours twice daily each
Saturday and Sunday in July and August and a
series of cemetery tours.
•Hosted a series of exhibit openings, including a
launch of the refreshed museum and the opening
of the Museum’s new gift shop.

2017 IN REVIEW
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
•Coordinated the 2017 Fernie
Chautauqua and Fall Fair in
partnership with the Fernie Arts
Council, the Fernie Heritage Library,
Wildsight (Elk Valley chapter), the
City of Fernie (Leisure Services
department), the Fernie Seniors
Centre, Grow Children’s Boutique
and the Fernie Ministerial Group.
The four-day festival had a total
budget of $41,000 in 2017. An
estimated 9,300 visitors
participated in festival events.

2017 IN REVIEW
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
•With the City of Fernie, applied for a Heritage BC
heritage preservation grant for a new roof and other
structural repairs. A $175,000 grant received.
•A Heritage Conservation Plan for the Museum
building completed.
FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL
SUSTAINABILITY
•Developed and opened a new Museum Store on the
ground floor of the museum, with product related to
the geography, culture and heritage of Fernie and the
Elk Valley.
•Hosted a a 50s’ themed fundraising event that
generated nearly $10,000 profit.

2017 IN REVIEW
HERITAGE FERNIE
•Hosted a Built Heritage Workshop in partnership
with Heritage BC.
•Initiated the development of the Fernie Heritage
Master Plan in partnership with the City of
Fernie. Created a community-based steering
committee to help oversee the imitative.
Developed a scope of work to be undertaken.
•Applied for a Heritage BC planning grant to hire a
consultant to undertake the development of the
Heritage Master Plan; received $34,500 to be
leveraged by a one-time grant from the City of
Fernie of $10,000.

2017

GALA SPONSORS
The Fernie & District Historical Society would like to extend thanks to the many businesses and
individuals who contributed to making the Shake, Rattle and Roll Hop a resounding success. We
extend a special thank you to Lori Bradish for her work in coordinating the event, and the
management and staff of Park Place Lodge and Scotiabank for their ongoing support without which
this event would not be possible. The event raised $9,950 (net) in support of the Fernie Museum.

CORPORATE

SILENT AUCTION

Sombrowski Family
Park Place Lodge
Scotiabank, Fernie
Rockies Law

Alberta Ballet, Anne’s Independent Grocer, Annie’s Awesome Animals, Beanpod, Birch Meadows
Lodge, Brickhouse, Canadian Tire, Coal Town Goods, Elk River Apiaries, FDHS Board of Directors,
Grow Children’s Boutique, Himalayan Spice Bistro, Interior Envy, Island Lake Lodge, Lee-Anne
Walker/Wildsight – Wild Nature Tours, Nevados, Northern Bar and Stage, Not Just Pizza, Odyssey
Boutique, Reel Canadian Film Festival, Rockie’s Law, Rooftop Roasters, Smitty’s Restaurant, Spa 901,
Sparrow Hair, Sylvia Ayers, Tiny Cabins at Basecamp Lodge, The Guide’s Hut, Terry Nelson, Vogue
Theatre,

LIVE AUCTION
Annie McFarlane, Campisi Family,
Canyon Raft Gear Hub, Crossfit,
Fernie Golf Club, Gordon
Sombrowski, Heart’s Content
Ensemble, NuFloors, Natalie Fisher,
Le Grande Formage, Oolichan
Books, Polar Peek Books, River City
Woodworks, Sylvia Ayers, Urban
Settler

ART AUCTION
Angela Morgan, Gordon Milne, Mike Hepher, Pamm Ciupa, Vanessa Croome and Jay Ray, Jaime
Hide, Jesse Bell, Jim Nicholson, Kyle Hamilton, and Sarah Pike.

Thank you to the City of Fernie for use of the Fernie Community Centre and to City staff
for supporting this event following the tragedy at the Fernie Memorial Arena.

2017

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Fernie & District Historical Society would like to extend thanks to our many funding partners,
sponsors, community partners and volunteers, without whom the operation of the Fernie Museum and
Heritage Fernie would not be possible.
FUNDING PARTNERS
• Government of Canada | Canadian Heritage
• Province of BC | BC Arts Council, BC Lotteries Fund, RMI, BC
Canada 150
• City of Fernie
• Columbia Basin Trust | CKCA, Heritage BC
• Regional District of East Kootenay
• Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund
• Cranbrook & District Community Foundation | Fernie Fund
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
• Programs:

• Tourism:
• Culture:

Andrea Brennan, Angie Abdou, City of
Fernie - Public Works and Leisure Services
Departments, Fernie Arts Station, Fernie
Heritage Library, Fernie Seniors Centre,
Grow Children’s Boutique, Wildsight – Elk
Valley
Fernie Chamber of Commerce,
Tourism Fernie, Destination BC
Calgary Opera, Fernie Arts Station, Fernie
Heritage Library, Galt Museum and Archives,
Oolichan Books

SPONSORS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ann’s Independent Grocer
CTV Television
Fernie Free Press
IGS Group
Mow and Snow
Park Place Lodge
Save-On-Foods, Fernie
Scotiabank, Fernie
Starbucks, Fernie
Teck Resources

PATRONAGE
The Society wishes to thank the
Sombrowski Family for their
leadership gift in support of
museum operations and
programs.

VOLUNTEERS
The Board wishes to thank all
those who have volunteered on
the Board and have assisted with
events and exhibits in 2016. 103
volunteers contributed 2,451
hours in 2016. A big thank you
to Lori Bradish for volunteering
her time on the Fall Fundraiser.
GUEST CURATORS
The Board wishes to thank Kyle
Hamilton for partnering with the
Museum on the I Am Fernie
exhibit, the Fernie Arts Station for
their work on the Youth Identity
exhibit, the many artists who
participated in the Fernie
Artography exhibit and to Gord
Ohm, Randal Macnair and Erin
Teeple for sitting on the Canada
150 exhibit committee.

STRATEGIES 2018

2018 GOALS
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT
•Begin a 3 year collections management project whereby the entire collection is inventoried, moved
from existing storage to the new warehouse facility, catalogued and stored according to Canadian
standards of practice. The project is expected to cost $335,000 to complete through grant support by
CBT and tbe Province of BC.
•Collecting moratorium announced May 22, 2018 and is in effect until the collection management
project is completed. The Museum collection will inaccessible, even for museum exhibits, for the
duration of the project.
•Host a regional collections management workshop in partnership with the BC Museums Association
and Heritage BC.
CURATORIAL RESEARCH
•Complete the research project examining into ethnic communities affected by the World War I ”enemy
alien” designation in partnership with the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund.

2018 GOALS
MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS
•The Fernie Museum will present 4 exhibits in
2018
• Treasures and Curiosities from the Museum
Collections to May 22, 2018
• Backroads BC | June 15 to September 16. Features 48
works and studies by Fernie Artist Mike Hepher.
• Above Ground | September 27 to October 14 in
partnership with Fernie Pride, various artists from the
Kootenay region.
• En Pointe | November 2, 2018 to March 31, 2019.
Features 12 large scale works and 12 studies by
Turner Valley artist Gord Milne. Exhibit related
programming to be hosted in partnership with the
H/W School of Ballet, Calgary.

2018 GOALS
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
•Host the Lunch and Learn and The Curator Presents program series in spring and
fall 2018.
•Deliver three themed summer walking tours twice daily each Saturday and
Sunday in July and August.
•Deliver a series of one-time adult and school education programs in partnership
with the Alberta Ballet in conjunction with the En Pointe exhibit.
•Coordinate the 2018 Fernie Chautauqua and Fall Fair in partnership with the
Fernie Heritage Library, Wildsight (Elk Valley chapter), the City of Fernie (Leisure
Services department), the Fernie Seniors Centre, Grow Children’s Boutique and
the Fernie Ministerial (partners confirmed to date).
•Lay the groundwork to develop teacher led eduction programs using smart-card
activated kiosks.

2018 GOALS
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
•Apply for Community Lotteries funding in 2018 for further restoration work in
2019 and 2020 including the roof parapet, exterior foundation stones, interior
staircase. Facility development work to be undertaken in 2019/20 includes a
new staff/volunteer kitchen and rehabilitation of the basement for storage of
the museum’s education collection. This application leverages the funds
received from Heritage BC for the roof.
•Repair of the cornice work between the 1st and 2nd floors of the Museum
building.
FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY
•Beginning in 2018, the Museum will receive a small ongoing operations grant
from the BC Arts Council, a milestone in the museum’s strategic plan.
•Bring the Front Desk operations fully under the management of the Fernie
Museum.
•Fall Fundraiser will take on another form in 2018.

2018 GOALS
HERITAGE FERNIE
•Hire a consultant to undertake development of a Heritage
Master Plan.
•Community engagement sessions will be lead by members
of the heritage master plan steering committee.
•Host a variety of open houses, walking tours and
community engagement sessions throughout the
development process to gather community input and
information.
•Deliver Doors Open, Architectural Salvage, walking tours,
and open house events during Chautauqua and Fall Fair
2018.

