Fernie & District Historical Society

2013 Annual Report
March 24, 2014

Introduction

This report presents a summary of the activities undertaken by our Society during 2013 with an
outlook to 2014 as well.
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The Museum’s 2013 Programs and Activities

1.1

Museum and Info Centre Operation

The Museum and Info Centre keeps detailed records using customized forms based on those
used by Tourism BC. Information is collected daily documenting not only numbers of visitors,
but where they are from, how long they are staying what service or information they require
etc.
A selection of 2013 statistics is presented here;
Period
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Totals

Days
Open
28
27
28
27
21
17
31
31
25
27
27
25
313

Number of
Visitors
790
1011
1010
584
492
553
1611
2972
1162
937
637
900
12659

Visits per
day
28.7
37.7
36.6
21.7
24.0
32.3
52.1
96.1
46.5
34.3
23.7
35.6
40.5

Museum
Visits
450
590
667
323
126
254
841
1916
823
622
395
549
7556

Information
Requests
647
806
676
449
463
509
1335
1879
483
487
307
483
8524

Total
Visits/Requests
1097
1396
1343
772
589
763
2176
3795
1306
1109
702
1032
16080

Note: May, June and to a certain extent July numbers were impacted by Core Exhibit
installation.

1.2

Research and Programming Requests

Family Histories
There are few things more satisfying than connecting someone with their past and as interest in
Fernie increases so does the number of people seeking out their connections to our
community. Some of these were directed to the Society by the Fernie Heritage Library, the
Chamber of Commerce and City Hall, while others found us on their own. The scope of this
work ranges from the simple response to a phone call or may involve a significant investment of
time. For the most part this service is provided free of charge. In 2013 ‐ 55 requests were
handled and documented with an estimated 150 plus dealt with on the phone.
Research for Businesses and Organizations
Interest in Fernie’s history has increased and the Fernie & District Historical Society have
witnessed the result. Real estate agents, mining companies, property owners, developers and
interior designers made use of our resources in the past and 2013 was no different. Some of
the research resulted in much needed revenue for the Society as well as providing an
opportunity to delve deeper into our community’s history.
Exhibit Tours by Groups
One of the goals of the Society stated in our strategic plan is to develop and promote
educational programming geared to adults, children, youth and schools. To this end we are
always open to opportunities that further this. In the work carried out by our exhibit design
committee and in community focus groups related to our core exhibit this goal was kept to the
front.
Of particular note is our work with Fernie’s Destination Marketing Organization ‐ Tourism
Fernie. Their vision to ensure that Fernie is the most sought after tourism destination in the
Canadian Rockies is fully supported by our Society and because of our dual role as museum and
visitor information centre we have the opportunity not only to showcase Fernie’s history and
historic buildings but also to support Tourism Fernie’s mission to increase revenue for
stakeholders through tourism marketing by sending visitors to our businesses and services.

1.3

2013 Museum Projects, Events and Programs

Fernie Museum ‐ Presenting History – Video Interview Project

The history of communities like Fernie is held in
the memories and experiences of our citizens.
Since 2008 the Society has been systematically
recording video interviews of people and their
history, but has not been able to make them
available to the public through our archives,
exhibitions and permanent galleries.
Interviews or sections of interviews stored at the
Fernie Museum Archives will be used in the
exhibitions and galleries of the Fernie Museum
to make displays come to life with personal
memories and may also be integrated into
educational history programs for schools and the
community.

2014 Historical Calendar

Our 2014 calendar was themed around the
50th anniversary of the curse lifting
ceremony.
Sales of the calendar were brisk and revenue
generated will support the ongoing
operation of our Museum.
Publication of this calendar has been
sponsored in part by many of the generous
businesses in Fernie. We thank them for
their support of our vision.

Fernie Museum Project Completion Events

Fernie Museum Project Completion

Community Celebration - Heritage Tea

Community Program – Celebrating our Core Exhibit

Fernie Museum Exhibits and Events

2nd Floor Gallery – Fernie Celebrates Exhibit

Gerald Mucklow – Presenting William Fernie
Archive to the Museum

Fernie Museum Community Outreach Activities

School Programing

Children in the Museum

Fernie Chamber of Commerce Collaboration

Presentation to Fernie Rotary Club
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2013 Capital Project – the Fernie Museum Project

Beginning in 2009 the Fernie Museum Project has renovated and upgraded the Home Bank/BC
Hydro building to allow it to function efficiently and effectively as a museum/info centre, gallery
and an accessible public exhibition space. The Fernie Museum Project consisted of three
phases. The first phase addressed interior health, safety and accessibility items which enabled
building occupancy and use by the Historical Society. Phase 2 was the development and
enhancement of our core exhibits and associated programs. Phase 3 is the
preservation/restoration of the building exterior.

2.1

Phase 1 – Building Interior Upgrades

The initial work on Phase 1 of the Fernie Museum Project – which addressed building code
health, safety and accessibility items to allow building occupancy and use by the Society, was
completed on Jan 22 2010. This allowed the Museum to open. 2011 work focussed on the final
component of Phase 1 ‐ the installation in the old bank vaults of an accessibility lift to allow
access to the 2nd floor gallery. With the final inspection and approval of the lift in 2012 Phase 1
was complete.

Fernie resident Grace Brulotte and her mother
Janice christen our accessibility lift.

2.2

Phase 2 – The Core Exhibit

In the fall of 2011 the Society prepared a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an Exhibit Design
Solution for our main floor exhibit space. The scope of work was to design a fun and engaging
exhibit for the Museum’s main exhibit hall to showcase Fernie’s early history while maximizing
the use of the space and elevating our exhibits to a new level of design, professionalism and
impact on our audience.

The RFP was sent to six design firms and from
their responses three were selected for site
visits. The successful firm was Vancouver
based Double Dare Design.

Throughout 2011 and early 2012 the Society
conducted community focus groups to
determine what stories our core exhibit
should tell.

Our design consultant’s preliminary
layouts on floor plans were reviewed
edited and modified by an 8 member
design committee. By end November the
review was complete. December saw the
selection of River City Wood Works as the
project manager. Fabrication began early
in 2013 with the exhibit complete in
September.

Selected Images from Installation of Our Core Exhibit Installation

Installation of Rear Wall Mural

Fabrication of Exhibit Panels

Display Case Content Installed

Completed Welcome Desk

We Play Hard Exhibit

Experience Fernie Area

Fernie Faces with Interactive Touchscreens

Fernie Though Time

2.3

Phase 3 – The Building Exterior

The Fernie Museum building is a two story
brick masonry structure constructed in 1910
for the Home Bank of Canada. The building
over the years has had modifications made to
the historic fabric. In general, considering the
intrinsic problems with the brick and stone
masonry, the exterior historic fabric of the
building is in good condition.

In order to assess work to be done in the
summer of 2011 the Society engaged a
masonry consultant well versed in the
preservation and restoration of buildings
such as ours. His report made
recommendations that were carried out
2012.

Water caused damage to the brick piers
and parapets. Where this occurred failed
bricks were replaced and the area re‐
parged with common mortar.

The street level sandstone plinth placed on top
of the concrete foundation walls were damaged
by water infiltration. These were replaced by a
more durable stone recommended by our
masonry consultant.

Repairs to Metal Parapet and First Floor
Cornice were also part of work done in
2012.

With painting of the exterior and refinishing entrance doors 2013 saw the
completion of the Exterior Renovations

Installation of Scaffolding

Completed Scaffolding

Painting First Floor Cornice

Rolling Paint on Sidewall

Restoring Front Entrance Woodwork

Completed Building
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The Museum’s 2014 Programs and Activities

2014 marks the 50th anniversary of the curse lifting ceremony held on August 15th 1964. Our
programs and activities will be focused on this.

3.1

The Fernie Curse ‐ A Legend Examined – Interpretive Signage

Develop and install 5 interpretive signs, along public pathways and streets, commemorating the
50th anniversary of Fernie's curse lifting ceremony in 1964. The panels will highlight various
catastrophes, i.e. fires and floods, blamed on the Fernie curse with the use of historic photos
and narratives, developed by Fernie Museum staff. The signs will be located in the areas where
the historic photos were taken to juxtapose those times with present day views.

3.2

The Fernie Curse ‐ A Legend Examined – Community Celebration

The Community Celebration is an opportunity for the Fernie Museum to fulfill its mandate of
increasing access to residents and visitors alike to the rich history of Fernie. A program of this
nature allows Museum staff to work with artists in the community and helps promote synergy
between various professionals and community organizations. The goal of presenting Fernie’s
historic stories in creative and innovative ways is accomplished by working with local artists.
The Community Celebration is part of a yearlong program ‐ The Fernie Curse – A Legend
Examined. The events will be held over the August 15/16/17 weekend. Activities will include:
Friday August 15 – Street Dance – this family dance will be held on the street beside the
Museum. The music will be provided by Redgirl. The theme will be “An Old Timey Dance”.
Saturday August 16 – Community Celebration – Play Performance, written by Lindsay Vallance
– presented al fresco within a large tent positioned on the museum parking lot. Other activities:
Museum Gallery Exhibition opening reception; Guided Heritage Walking Tours.
Sunday August 17 – Downtown Sunday Social – working in conjunction with the Chamber of
Commerce.

3.3

Fold it up and put it away – A Curse Examined

Fold it up and put it away – A Curse Examined
Fernie Museum Gallery Exhibit
Exhibit Time Frame – July – September 2014
This major exhibit is the focus of the Fernie Museum’s 2014 programming based on the 50th
anniversary of the Curse Raising Ceremony, held in Fernie in 1964. The exhibit will examine the
how the Fernie curse legend was viewed by the community and how it has changed in meaning
over the years. The core of this exhibit will be an art installation by artist Gwen MacGregor, the
granddaughter of the Fernie mayor who helped raise the curse with local Ktunaxa elders in
1964.

3.4

2015 Historical Calendar

The goal of these calendars is to celebrate
the rich history of Fernie and to assist the
Society in preserving and interpreting our
community’s historical resources and we
anticipate that the 2015 calendar will
continue to do so.

3.5

Fernie Museum Computer Network Improvements Project

As part of The Fernie Museum Project, in which renovations and restorations were undertaken
to the museum, computer network cables were installed in anticipation of later upgrades. With
the completion of The Fernie Museum Project in 2013, upgrades to our computer network
system can now take place. This project involves: the purchase and installation of necessary
equipment to hardwire Fernie Museum’s computer network; the purchase of a computer and
associated software upgrades; the creation of two workstations, one for staff, the second for
visitors to access the museum’s archival databases.

