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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Historical Overview
Formed in1964 the Fernie and District Historical Society for the first 15 years worked on acquiring and expanding its
collections and by 1979 had established a Museum in the Catholic Church Rectory. The Museum operated until 1999
when the church again required the building for its own purposes. Since then the Society has “taken the museum to
the community” by creating a series of satellite exhibits throughout the community, producing a temporary exhibit on
an annual basis at the Fernie Arts Station and publishing theme based calendars and a Heritage Walking Tour. In
addition each year the Society has taken on a primary project that meets the Society's mandate and is attainable
within the scope of our resources. This approach, which provides a focus for both the Society and the Community
has met with great success and has very effectively engaged people with their history. In order to accomplish these
projects the Society has forged strong and enduring partnerships with Fernie and its citizens as well as granting
organizations at the municipal, provincial and federal levels. In 2004 as part of our Centennial Project a temporary
museum was opened. Centrally located at 362B 2nd Avenue it was to operate for the months of July, August and
September. After a review of the Museum’s operation the Society, working with the Fernie Chamber of Commerce
and the City of Fernie, beginning in December 2004 until December 2009 operated a combined Museum and Visitor
Information Centre at this location.
Since the closure of the Museum at the Rectory site in 1999 the Society has worked to re-establish our Museum in a
permanent location. Early in 2005, the Society and its partners, the Fernie Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Fernie investigated the BC Hydro Building as the site for the Museum and the Visitor Information Centre. The Society
endorsed the concept and in 2006 after reviewing results of the 2005 Museum and Info Centre operation the Fernie
Chamber did as well. In 2006 the City put the project on hold pending lease negotiations at the Courthouse. 2007
saw major progress with the City of Fernie reaching agreement on the sale of the building. The sale of the building
was completed in the fall of 2008 and in early 2009 the Society signed a 25 year lease with the City of Fernie as the
new home for the Fernie Museum. 2009 saw a successful fundraising campaign that allowed Phase One of the
Fernie Museum Project - which addressed health, safety and accessibility items to allow building occupancy. This
work was completed and the Museum opened on Jan 22 2010.

2011 Summary of Operations
The Fernie and District Historical Society maintains collections of over 9000 artefacts, and close to 10,000 images
relating to the human and natural history of Fernie and the Elk Valley and we continue seeking artefacts, images and
archival materials to fill gaps in the collection. The Museum and Info Centre saw 13,310 visitors in 2011 a 16%
increase over 2010. Information recorded is summarized monthly and shared with our partners.
There are few things more satisfying than connecting someone with their families past and in 2011 86 requests were
handled and documented with an estimated 200 plus dealt with on the phone. Consistent with our mandate most of
this work is provided free of charge. Use of our resources was also made by businesses as well. Some of this work
resulted in much needed revenue for the Society.
Our 2012 Calendar celebrated the 50th anniversary of our Ski Hill. Sales of the calendar were brisk and revenue
generated will support the ongoing operation of our Museum.
The Power of Powder – Tracing Fernie’s Ski Heritage a celebration of Fernie Alpine Resort’s 50th birthday the is an
exhibit tracing Fernie’s ski heritage. The exhibit follows the development of the ski company and the people involved
along the way.
Our second floor gallery was host to three shows featuring local artists, a fundraising event and use as a movie set
for a Disney movie.

2012 Museum Direction & Activities
As part of our 2012 operating plan, the Society has again successfully entered into a partnership with The Fernie
Chamber of Commerce to operate an information centre promoting Fernie and with the City of Fernie for building
operation for 2012. We will also produce a 2013 calendar. Our 2012 community history project is the Fernie Museum
- Satellite Exhibit Project. In 2000 the Historical Society placed a number of satellite exhibits in venues throughout the
community. These have been well received, but now need to be updated and new venues found. The intent of the
project is to tie the theme of each exhibit in some way to the building or business in which it is located. This project
will increase the capacity of the Fernie & District Historical Society to present our history and heritage and will make
learning and information more easily accessible to residents and visitors alike.
2012 will also see our efforts directed towards completing Phase 2(the development of our Core Exhibits) and Phase
3(exterior building restoration) of the Fernie Museum Project.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

We know that the citizens of Fernie care deeply about their history and heritage. On the highest level, a museum
helps to maintain our sense of community through documenting how our city came to be and how our families have
come to live here. Since its formation in 1964 the Fernie and District Historical Society has worked to protect,
preserve and interpret the history of Fernie.

Beginning in 1964 the Society worked on acquiring
and expanding its collections and by 1979 had also
entered into a 20 year lease agreement with the
Catholic Church for the use of its old Rectory.
The image here shows the building in 1979.

The Society successfully operated a Museum until
1999 when the church again required the building
for its own purposes. The museum was vacated
and the collections were placed in storage.
This is an interior view taken in 1997 of Museum
staff and displays.

Since then the Society has “taken the museum to the
community” creating a series of satellite exhibits
throughout the community and creating a temporary
exhibit on an annual basis at the Fernie Arts Station. In
conjunction with the satellite exhibit project we have
published theme based calendars and a Heritage
Walking Tour which guides residents and visitors through
the exhibits as well as highlighting many of Fernie’s
historical buildings.
This image shows the installation of our 2008 Exhibit –
Gone in 90 Minutes – The Centennial of the Great Fernie
Fire.

In addition each year the Society takes on one primary project that meets the Society's mandate and is attainable
within the scope of our resources. This approach, which provides a focus for both the Society and the Community
has been met with great success and has very effectively engaged people with their history. In order to accomplish
these projects the Society has forged strong and enduring partnerships with Fernie and its citizens as well as
granting organizations at the municipal, provincial and federal levels. An overview of some of these projects is
presented here;

In 2002-2003 we researched and documented
Fernie’s built heritage and produced inventories
on 78 of Fernie’s buildings. These are made
available in paper and electronic formats free of
charge to those building owners who are
interested in restoring their properties to their
original appearance.
Here is an example of the impact this can have –
this view of The Trites Wood Store was taken in
1915. The two views below show the same
building before and after restoration.

Our Summer 2002 Career Placement project resulted in
the accession of over five hundred images by and an
exhibit on Fernie’s early commercial photographer J.F.
Spalding. The Spalding Exhibit was on display at the
Fort Steele Heritage Town during 2003 to 2005.

The exhibit title panel, as well as our some of our guests
at the exhibit opening evening, is presented here.

Other partners in the Spalding Project were the History of Art Department of the University of Victoria and The Royal
British Columbia Museum. In September of 2005 a website dedicated to Spalding and his work was completed and
can be viewed at the following location; http://www.maltwood.uvic.ca/spalding/

In 2004 as part of our Centennial Project; Fernie – A
Celebration of 100 Years a temporary museum was
opened. Centrally located at 362B 2nd Avenue it was to
operate for the months of July, August and September.
The Society used this opportunity to showcase its
resources, assist in family research and broaden public
awareness of its abilities and accessibility.

In the fall of 2004 after a review of visitation numbers, client comments, research requests and empirical observation
the Society’s Board of Directors decided to keep the museum open for 2005. At the same time the Society entered
into a partnership with The Fernie Chamber of Commerce to share some of our space as an information centre
promoting Fernie. In addition we received support from the City of Fernie for the rent and utilities for 2005 and were
also successful in receiving funding from the provincial government in the form of a Direct Access Grant. This program
allows eligible organizations to apply for funds from gaming revenues for direct delivery to their communities of
approved, ongoing programs such as ours.
Since the closure of the Rectory site in 1999 the Society continued to focus on the need to re-establish a Museum and
in 2002 established a building reserve fund. Based on the success experienced by present Museum location the
Society has actively pursued the acquisition of a permanent museum building. In 2005, working with the City of Fernie
and the Fernie Chamber of Commerce, the BC Hydro building was investigated as a site for both the Museum and the
Visitor Information Centre. 2007 saw major progress with the City of Fernie reaching agreement on the sale of the
building. The sale of the building was completed in the fall of 2008 and in early 2009 the Society signed a 25 year
lease with the City of Fernie as the new home for the Fernie Museum.

2009 saw a successful fundraising campaign that allowed
Phase One of the Fernie Museum Project - which
addressed health, safety and accessibility items to allow
building occupancy and use by the Society. This work
was completed and the Museum opened on Jan 22 2010.
This view is of the work on the main floor and shows the
installation of reclaimed oak flooring by three community
volunteers.
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2011 SUMMARY OF MUSEUM PROGRAM ACTIVITIES & DELIVERY

OUR MANDATE
To gather, preserve and publish information and records connected with the history of the area; To lead and organize
the citizens of the City of Fernie and District in the development of an historical society and historical museum and to
maintain, operate and conduct an historical museum and to promote the best interests of the community generally; To
engage in work of an educational nature, namely, development of an historical museum; To purchase, take on lease,
hire or otherwise acquire and hold lands or buildings or any interest therein for the purpose of creating facilities for an
historical museum and to equip the same with the usual and necessary adjuncts; To apply for and receive all available
grants and aids; To receive, acquire and hold gifts, donations, legacies and devises; To devote its revenues solely to
the above mentioned objects and purposes.

COLLECTIONS
The Fernie and District Historical Society maintains collections of artefacts, images and archival material relating to
the human and natural history of Fernie and the Elk Valley. Over 9000 artefacts are in storage pending the
establishment of a permanent location for our museum and for use in temporary or satellite exhibits. The Society’s
image collection now numbers close to 10,000. All our images are available in digital form. The originals are held in
our new museum building.
While the collections of the Fernie and District Historical Society provide a great deal of information about our
community, we will continue seeking artefacts, images and archival materials to fill gaps in the collection.

MUSEUM AND INFO CENTRE OPERATION
The Museum and Info Centre keeps detailed records using customized forms based on those used by Tourism BC.
Information is collected daily documenting not only numbers of visitors, but where they are from, how long they are
staying what service or information they require etc.
The following table summarizes some aspects of our operation in 2011 compared to 2010;
Period
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total

2010
104
859
1032
639
682
805
1647
2694
1103
782
418
810
11575

Visitation
2011
% Increase
100
-3.8%
1052
22.5%
1225
18.7%
710
11.1%
589
-13.6%
693
-13.9%
2145
30.2%
2353
-12.7%
1496
35.6%
741
-5.2%
547
30.9%
983
21.4%
12634
9.1%

2010
72
926
904
616
770
957
2018
3168
1429
1006
489
951
13306

Info Requests
2011
% Increase
123
70.8%
1282
38.4%
1430
58.2%
783
27.1%
701
-9.0%
827
-13.6%
2610
29.3%
3206
1.2%
1964
37.4%
864
-14.1%
597
22.1%
1118
17.6%
15505
16.5%

Note: January 2011 was prorated to match 4 operating days seen in January 2010. Actual numbers were 776 for
visitation and 954 for info requests. Actual totals for 2011 were 13310 and 16336 respectively.

RESEARCH REQUESTS
Family Histories
There are few things more satisfying than connecting someone with their past and as interest in Fernie increases so
does the number of people seeking out their connections to our community. Some of these were directed to the
Society by the Fernie Heritage Library, the Chamber of Commerce and City Hall, while others found us on their own.
The scope of this work ranges from the simple response to a phone call or may involve a significant investment of
time. For the most part this service is provided free of charge. In 2011 - 86 requests were handled and documented
with an estimated 200 plus dealt with on the phone.
Research for Businesses and Organizations
Interest in Fernie’s history has increased and the Fernie & District Historical Society have witnessed the result. Real
estate agents, mining companies, property owners, developers and interior designers made use of our resources in
the past and 2011 was no different. Some of the research resulted in much needed revenue for the Society as well as
providing an opportunity to delve deeper into our community’s history.

2011 MUSEUM PROJECTS
2012 Calendar

Our 2011 Calendar was themed around the history of
railways in the Elk Valley and their impact on our
community. Our 2012 Calendar celebrated the 50th
anniversary of our Ski Hill.
Sales of the calendar were brisk and revenue
generated will support the ongoing operation of our
Museum.
Publication of this calendar has been sponsored in part
by many of the generous businesses in Fernie. We
thank them for their support of our vision.

Miners Walk - Faces of Coal

The installation of this exhibit on the grounds of
Fernie’s City Hall marks the culmination of over 7 years
involvement in this project by the Society. It addresses
the reality that despite being one of the most important
mining communities in the province, Fernie had never
established an overt recognition of our coal mining
heritage. Miners Walk: The Faces of Coal is a
permanent, high profile acknowledgement of our
mining heritage and the future of mining.

2011 EXHIBITS – A SAMPLING
The Power of Powder – Tracing Fernie’s Ski Heritage

In celebration of Fernie Alpine Resort’s 50th birthday the
Fernie Museum produced an exhibit tracing Fernie’s ski
heritage. The exhibit follows the development of the ski
company and the people involved along the way. Visitors
were entertained by the numerous stories within the story –
the marketing over the years; the ski patrol’s growth from a
1-man department to 40 patrollers; guessing the dates of
ski school uniforms; learning where successful Fernie
skiers are now; checking out different skiing interests from
snowboarding to ski touring to telemarking.

Miners, Mining and Community – Fernie’s History and Heritage

The exhibit tells the story of the importance of mining
and the powerful effect it has had in shaping the
community that it is today.

Fernie From the Air

Today we have available an almost unlimited catalog of
visual images, whether it be web cams at the Ski Hill, or
those showing highway conditions etc. Also at just about
any event anywhere images from digital or cell phone
cameras pop up on facebook or You Tube. If we wish to
have an aerial view of Fernie we go the Google Earth. It
wasn’t always so, these images taken from the lower
slopes of Mt. Fernie gives some appreciation of how Fernie
looked from above in 1910

2011 – GALLERY SHOWS AND USAGE

Our second floor gallery was host to a Robbie Burns
Fundraiser, Vignettes of Summer – featuring a
collection of local and regional artists, Taking Root –
Laura Nelson, Book Opening – Angie Abdou, Santa
Pups Movie Set and a Jewelry and Pottery Sale.
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2012 MUSEUM PROGRAM ACTIVITIES & DELIVERY

MUSEUM AND INFO CENTRE OPERATION

As part of our 2012 operating plan, the Society has
again successfully entered into a partnership with
The Fernie Chamber of Commerce to share some of
our space to function as an information centre
promoting Fernie.
The integration of the information centre using the
Society’s artifacts and furnishings is well
demonstrated in this view.

THE FERNIE MUSEUM PROJECT
Background Information and Status

Since the closure of the Museum at the Rectory site in 1999 the Society has continued to work to re-establish our
Museum in a permanent location. Numerous options and sites were considered, reviewed and discarded. The
success experienced in the present Museum location has only reinforced our commitment. Early in 2005, the Society
indicated to its partners, the Fernie Chamber of Commerce and the City of Fernie, that the BC Hydro Building be the
site for the Museum and the Visitor Information Centre. This was consistent with an earlier Fernie council resolution
supporting the Hydro Building as the preferred location for a Museum. The Chamber quite properly wished to wait until
the winter pilot project on the Downtown Visitor Information Centre was complete and assessed before committing long
term. The 2005 summer pilot project further confirmed the viability of the shared Museum/Info Centre and in 2006 the
Chamber endorsed the concept. Also in 2005 an assessment of the building carried out on behalf of the City indicated
that while the building was structurally sound there would need to be modifications and remedial work to bring the
building up to today’s standards. In 2006 the City put the project on hold pending lease negotiations at the
Courthouse. 2007 saw major progress with the City of Fernie reaching agreement on the sale of the building. The
sale of the building was completed in the fall of 2008 and in early 2009 the Society signed a 25 year lease with the City
of Fernie as the new home for the Fernie Museum. 2009 saw a successful fundraising campaign that allowed Phase
One of the Fernie Museum Project - which addressed health, safety and accessibility items to allow building occupancy
and use by the Society. This work was completed and the Museum opened on Jan 22 2010.

Next Steps

2012 will also see our efforts directed towards completing Phase 2(the development of our Core Exhibits) and Phase
3(exterior building restoration) of the Fernie Museum Project.

2012 EXHIBITS AND PROJECTS
Fernie Museum - Satellite Exhibit Project

In 2000 the Historical Society placed a number of satellite
exhibits in venues throughout the community. These have
been well received, but now need to be updated and new
venues found. The intent of the project is to tie the theme
of each exhibit in some way to the building or business in
which it is located.
The project goals are to; Conduct an audit on the existing
satellite exhibits with an aim to upgrading, modifying or if
necessary removing; Working with public and private
venues develop additional exhibits. This project will
increase the capacity of the Fernie & District Historical
Society to present our history and heritage and will make
learning and information more easily accessible to
residents and visitors alike.

2013 Historical Calendar

The goal of these calendars is to celebrate the
rich history of Fernie and to assist the Society in
preserving and interpreting our community’s
historical resources and we anticipate that the
2013 calendar will continue to do so.

2012 2nd Floor Gallery

Use of this space will be expanded with opportunities for
local and regional artists as well as touring exhibits to use
this space.
This image shows the Gallery in use as a set for the Disney
Movie – Santa Pups.
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OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

We were fortunate to have so many
individuals, businesses and organizations that
demonstrated their support for the Fernie &
District Historical Society. Everything we
accomplished this year was truly possible due
to the generosity and efforts of the contributors
shown here and mentioned below.

Laura Nelson
Home Building Center
Regional District of East Kootenay
Cooks Electric
Dennis Djonlich
Nick Giuliano
Doug Fink
Columbia Basin Trust
Claris Media
Park Place Lodge
The Free Press
Krista Turcasso
Bear Necessities
Ghostrider Trading
Dave O’Haire
Scotiabank
Century 21 Maximum Realty
Maxine Wolfe
Koocanusa Lake Campsite & Marina
Fernie Heritage Library
Steve Kuijt
Ghostrider Trading Company
Teck Coal
Walter Ingram
City of Fernie
Fernie Chamber of Commerce

Resorts of the Canadian Rockies
Polar Peek Books and Treasures
Michael Pennock
BC Hydro
Blue Toque
Sparling East Medical Centre
Barry Dootoff
Red Tree Sports – Ski Base
Heritage Legacy Fund
Fernie Firefighters
Fernie and District Arts Council
Vanessa Croome
Mary Giuliano
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance
Terri Robins
Ski Base
Vogue Theatre
Overwaitea Food Group
Fernie Alpine Resort
Carosella Art Works
Fernie Fix
Best Western Fernie Mountain Lodge
The Guides Hut
Dr Rod Geddis
Fernie Stationers
Julie Langille

Selected Images from 2011 Fernie Museum Activities

Main Floor Exhibits – Summer 2011

Second Floor Gallery – Mini Exhibit

Summer 2011 Exhibit
Featuring many of Fernie’s local artists

Power of Powder Exhibit – 50th Anniversary of Fernie’s Ski Hill

