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Brief History of the  
Dewey Brothers Company Building on Center Street 

Goldsboro, NC  
by Marty Tschetter 

Wayne County Public Library 
2.19 

 

The Dewey Brothers Company evolved from a small machine shop in the late nineteenth to a notable foundry 
known for sound workmanship. The original products were agricultural implements sold throughout the South, 
though by about 1920 the company focused on its foundry operation. After the Second World War, Dewey 
Brothers provided durable metal castings that included manhole covers and sewer grates to municipalities 
worldwide. The company became an important employer to the Goldsboro economy.  
 
The company formed in 1885 at 113 N. Center Street under the stewardship Charles Dewey and his two brothers. 
As the fledgling business reached the twentieth century, Charles’s sons started college and returned to Goldsboro 
with their Ivy League education in engineering, becoming the second generation to work at the firm. About 1917  
the company outgrew the downtown space and relocated to South George Street 
 

Over the lifetime of the 
company a wide range 
of items were casted 
including metal parts 
for larger steel 
structures, steam 
turbines, gears, sewer 
grates, and manhole 
covers. Starting about 
1898, Dewey Brothers 
built over 60 narrow 
gauge locomotives for 
use in brick plants, quarries, saw mills, and 
dredging operations.  
 
Foundry work proved to be extremely labor 
intensive with long hours, but employees took 
pride in their workmanship, and often spent 
their entire careers with the company.  
 
Dewey Brothers ceased operations in 1996 due 
to cheaper labor overseas, environmental 
concerns, and the constant struggle with 
technology to stay competitive with larger 
foundries. Though the company no longer 
exists, the institutional memory of Dewey 
Brothers remains important and is expanded in 
the following pages.  
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In January of 1885, Charles Borden 
Dewey (1851-1924) started the 
machine works company Dewey 
Brothers, Inc. in downtown 
Goldsboro. As a young man Charles 
worked eight years learning the 
trade from his uncle at the W.F. 
Kornegay & Company whose 
original business on William Street 
became destroyed in the 1884 fire. 
Kornegay relocated his business to N. Center Street in early January 1885. Within a week he dissolved his 
company and sold the business to his nephew. Once at the helm, Charles immediately changed the company 
name to Dewey Brothers. When W.F. Kornegay died in 1896 he served as president of the North Carolina 
Railroad Company.  

 
Gradually the company increased its 
products from power engines to metal 
parts for agricultural implements, 
steam turbines, gears, vents, tools, 
sewer grates, and manhole covers.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

May 4, 1885 
The Goldsboro Messenger 
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The Original Dewey Brothers 
 

 

Born in 1851 in Goldsboro to Dr. Charles Frances and Harriet Maria 
(Borden) Dewey, his father worked as a physician in both Goldsboro 
and Wilmington. Charles was educated in private schools in Goldsboro 
and Raleigh.  
 
An industrious boy, in the North Carolina Biography published in 1919, 
Dewey shared that as a teenager in 1865 he sold tobacco to Union 
soldiers when Sherman’s army occupied the town, making 20 cents for 
every dollar sold. In 1874 he married Mary Alice Steele of Fayetteville, 
which their union produced three sons and two daughters. The three 
boys later worked as executives for the company.  
 
As the business became successful, Charles Dewey the citizen found 
time to invest and serve on boards of other local enterprises that 
included Wayne Agricultural Works (another foundry), the Goldsboro 
Garage and Motor Transport Company, the Whiteville Lumber 
Company, the Goldsboro Ice Company, the Goldsboro Furniture 
Company, the Enterprise Lumber Company, Wayne National Bank, The 
Borden Manufacturing Company, A.T. Griffin Manufacturing Company, 
and the Empire Manufacturing Company. 

“Charlie” Dewey at age 23 
1874 

 

Wayne County Public Library 
Local History Collection 

 

 
His contributions to civic service included director of the Wayne County Fair Association, chairman of the Wayne 
County Highway Commission, Knights of Pythias, trustee of the Caswell Training School in Kinston, and steward of 
St. Paul United Methodist Church.  
 
Charles was heavily involved in the International Order of the Odd Fellows (IOOF), faithfully serving the local Neuse 
Lodge, as past master for the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, and on the board of trustees for the IOOF Orphan 
Home in town. A beloved citizen, when Charles Dewey passed away an extensive eulogy appeared in the statewide 
organ for the fraternal organization.  
 
  

 

Goldsboro Odd Fellows Orphanage 
Superintendent Leff Waggoner, 
Board of Trustee Charles Dewey,  
News Argus Editor Col. Joseph Robinson,  
Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels,  
Mrs. Mary Cleaves Daniels,  
Superior Court Judge Frank Daniels,  
Board of Trustee Mr. C.B. Edwards (Raleigh) 

January 3, 1914 
Wayne County Public Library 

Local History Collection  
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Goldsboro Odd Fellows Orphanage, 1920 

Wayne County Public Library 
Local History Collection  

 
 

At the beginning of the new company, brother 
George Wood Dewey (1857-1939) worked at the 
firm. However, he left Goldsboro in the 1890s to 
work in New York City, eventually becoming a 
director of the Niagara Insurance Company. In 
the early years he continued supporting the 
company financially, maintaining the title as vice 
president.  
 
After retiring George returned to Goldsboro in 
1936, and at the time of his death lived in the 
Hotel Goldsboro. He never married. 

 
 

 
Ernest Brownrigg Dewey, Circa 1920 

Wayne County Public Library 
Local History Collection 

George Wood Dewey, 1880 
Wayne County Public Library 

Local History Collection 

 
Brother Ernest Brownrigg Dewey (1860-1929) worked 
as an insurance broker in Goldsboro. He primarily 
supported the company financially.  
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1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
North Carolina Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/
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As the company struggled to make a profit and stay 
open, Charles Dewey figured a way to serve the 
emerging lumber industry. Dewey Brothers had a 
vision. According to Michael J. Dunn who wrote a 
1965 article in the Railway & Locomotive Society 
Journal,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The narrow gauge locomotives were designed for 
brick plants, logging, quarries, saw mills, and dredging 
operations. The first of at least 60 locomotives were 
assembled at the Center Street location. Production 
of the little trains ceased about 1928.  
 
Company records indicated that most were 
purchased by lumberman in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. In 1926 
Henry Ford acquired one used in Weldon for his 
personal museum. However, at some point the 
Dewey locomotive was removed from his collection.  

 

  
  

 
 

  

Dewey Brothers responded to the growth of 
logging in the area by adding to its line 
equipment for rail logging. The company 
developed two unusual types of small logging 
locomotives ideally suited for use in the level 
plain swamp country of the coastal South.  
 
One type locomotive was an oscillating-cylinder 
machine, put on the market about 1898; 
following it was a geared locomotive with a 
chain drive. 

Dewey Brothers locomotive 

Brick and Clay trade journal 
July 4, 1916 
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In 1907, Angus Sinclair published the book 
Development of the Locomotive Engine, which 
became a standard reference on American  
locomotive history and for decades the only 
comprehensive study available.  
 
Sinclair was born in Scotland in 1841, the son of a 
railway section foreman; he followed in his father’s 
career path. Eventually he sought adventure in North 
America.  
 
After many years in the field during the nineteenth 
century, he joined the magazine staffs of the 
American Machinist, Locomotive Engineering, and 
wrote several related books.  
 
The oscillating engine designed by Dewey Bros. 
caught his attention and was included in his landmark 
book.  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Entry for the Dewey Bros locomotive in 
Development of the Locomotive Engine 

by Angus Sinclair 
Originally published in 1907 

 
Wayne County Public Library 

Local History Collection 
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Second Generation Dewey Brothers 
 

George Steele Dewey (1881-1940) Born in Goldsboro he received education in the 
local public schools and graduated from Goldsboro High School in 1897. He attended 
Randolph-Macon Academy and then Virginia Military Institute (VMI), graduating with 
high-honors in 1903.  
 
He attended graduate school at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, studying 
mechanical engineering and graduated the following year, then returned to 
Goldsboro and joined the firm.  He apprenticed as a shop foreman and eventually 
became the general manager. In 1908, he married Johnnie Rhea Rodgers from 
Tennessee; they had three sons and two daughters. When his father died in 1924, 
George Steele became owner of Dewey Bros. In 1932 poor health forced him to retire 

 early. In 1940 he died at age 59.  

 George Steele Dewey 
Circa 1910 

 

 

Thomas Augustus Dewey (1883-1929) Born in Goldsboro he received education in the 
local public schools, attended the University of North Carolina, and VMI where he 
graduated top in his class in 1903 with a bachelor of science degree. He served as a 
captain in the Corps of Cadets.  
 
Thomas returned to VMI to work as an assistant professor of engineering, mineralogy, 
and tactics for one year before entering Cornell University to study engineering with 
his brother. In 1906 he earned an electrical engineering degree, and then worked 
through December 1908 for the Erie City Iron Works in Pennsylvania, before returning 
to Goldsboro. From January 1909 through 1920 he worked at the family foundry as 
secretary and treasurer. When he left Dewey Bros, he worked for the Borden Brick and 

 Tile Company until his untimely death at age 45. Thomas never married.

Thomas Augustus Dewey, 1906 
 

 

Ernest Miller Dewey (1886-1964) Born in Goldsboro he received education in the 
local public schools, and then followed his older brothers to VMI where he graduated 
in 1906. After college he worked a couple years for the Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and then attended Leigh 
University for six-months before taking a position with Dewey Bros. However, from 
1910 to 1932, he was the general manager of the Whiteville Lumber Company.  
 
In 1915, Ernest married Marguerite Louise Croom of Wilmington and they had two 
daughters. After his older brother George became sick, Ernest returned to Goldsboro 
to join the family business overseeing the daily operation. When his brother died in 
1940, Ernest became company president, a position he held until his death at age 77 

 in 1964. Ernest was the last Dewey family member to work at the firm.  
 Ernest Miller Dewey, 1906 
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The Cornell Connection  
According to Cornell Engineering Professor Emeritus 
Frances C. Moon, “By the end of the nineteenth 
century Cornell produced nearly one in five 
mechanical engineers in the United States. Its 
graduates were early leaders in many industrial firms 
and other emerging university programs in the 

Sibley College of country were patterned after the 
Mechanical Engineering and Mechanic Arts.”  
 

The principal areas of faculty teaching and research 
were power generation (steam power reciprocating 
machines, steam turbines), transportation 
technologies (railroad engineering), machine design 
(engineering mechanics, mechanics of materials), 
experimental engineering (testing materials, testing 
machine performance).  
 
In 1905, George Steele Dewey and a colleague 
submitted a thesis for mechanical engineering titled 
Efficiency and economy test of a Reeve’s vertical 
compound engine with varying steam pressures when 
run condensing.  
 

The study was intended to determine the economy 
and mechanical efficiency, and to observe the general 
behavior of the engine under various loads and steam 
pressures. 
 
 

 

 

George S. Dewey’s 1905 thesis 
 

Rare and Manuscript Collections 
Cornell University 

 

1904 Varsity Football Team 
Cornell Class Book 
George Steele Dewey 
 
Rare and Manuscript Collection 
Cornell University 
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Railroad town 
The railroad came first before the town and was the only reason for Goldsboro’s settlement in 1840.  The 
railroads’ clear goal was to promote and control business along the line. Every railroad promoted agricultural 
settlements and attracted industrial development with new investors. By the start of the Civil War in 1861, 
three major railroads intersected in Goldsboro, thus serving as a “Gateway to Eastern North Carolina” for 
products to reach distant markets.  
 
Dewey Brothers produced a heavy inventory of finished products that during this era could only be delivered 
by rail.  
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
North Carolina Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill 

 

Top of a Dewey Bros. locomotive.  
 
Dewey Bros. property facing James Street 
Circa 1910 
 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Digital Collection 

Finished Dewey Bros. 
locomotives were rolled onto 
the Center Street tracks.  

http://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/
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About 1917, the company outgrew the Center Street location and moved to a significantly larger property on 
South George Street, which at the time was just on the edge of town. At the new location the operation 
expanded significantly and became even closer situated to the railway. In addition, the company no longer 
interfered with commerce and pedestrians downtown.  
 
 
The 112 Center Street property 
After Dewey Bros. relocated, Charles Dewey kept ownership of the Center Street property. The buildings that 
faced Center Street were converted into the Goldsboro Garage & Motor Transport Company. The 1921 city 
directory advertised services available for Cadillac, Buick, Dodge, and International Trucks. The Goldsboro 
Garage listed Charles Dewey as company president, Henry Pike as vice president, and Benjamin Edmundson as 
secretary. The latter half of the property that faced James Street became Edgerton’s Salt Brick Company, 
manufacturers of a medicated salt brick managed by Roland Edgerton, which only lasted a couple years.  
 
In 1924, Charles Dewey passed away and by 1928 the Goldsboro Garage Company dissolved. Over the 
following decades the original lot became divided for new businesses, and additional buildings were 
constructed for various uses.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

1918 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 

After Dewey Bros. relocated to S. George Street 
North Carolina Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill 

 
 
 
 
 

http://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/
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1953 Sanborn Map 
Wayne County Public Library  

Local History Collection  
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Original Dewey Brothers building  
 

  
Original tin molding Molding 

+6 

  
Upper floor  Upper floor support 

 

  
Wood floorboards Original wood roof 

 


