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  by Doug Von Koenig, FIAT Club America President  

Greeting Members! Hope everyone is doing well, staying safe and 
that you had great holidays. 

A Win/Win Helping Out The Lancia Club Continues…
 As you know we’re always looking to include more content 
about Lancias every chance we get.  The Lancia Club finds itself 
temporarily without a magazine editor so we are helping both of 
our Clubs out by publishing ten pages of their content in the next 
few issues of Ricambi, this is the second issue we are doing this 
in.  How cool is that?!  Enjoy…

2021 Calendar
 Dues current members should have received, or will receive 
very soon, our 2021 calendar.  Thank you to everyone who 
submitted usable pictures to make this happen.  Our editor 
selects the best set of pictures to make up the 13 months and 
then puts at least one picture from everyone who submitted in 
the collage.  Thank you again for helping us build this out…

FreakOut 2021 Registration Is Now Open!
 Not only will this be a totally awesome FreakOut but, as we did 
in 2020, we will be following all the current at event time COVID 
guidelines should there still be any.   The Lancaster DoubleTree, 
our host hotel, will provide updates before and during our event.  
We successfully held a compliant and safe FreakOut in 2020, 
we will do this again for 2021.  Hopefully the Canadian border 
will be open by June (if not way before) so our Canadian team 
members can join us in person this year.  

 As a rule there are no refunds for registrations made.  This is 
necessary as the Club makes financial commitments to the hotel 
and others based on actual registrations, you pay us, we pay 
them.  That said should the government prevent us from actually 
holding our event in June we will refund 100% of all registrations.  
There is a force majeure clause in our hotel contract which 
covers pandemics.  
 We expect that our hotel will sell out well ahead of our event 
date so please book sooner rather than later... The DoubleTree 
has 185 sleeping rooms total and as of today they are 75% 
booked, including our reserved members block of rooms.  The 
Lancaster area overall is a major vacation destination and end of 
June is prime time vacation time.  
 Our goal is to insure those who register for FreakOut have 
access to sleeping rooms reserved for us.  To help manage this 
we are asking members to register for the event at the same time 
as you book your hotel room.  The longer you wait to book your 
reservations the higher the chances the hotel will be sold out…

A Final Thanks To Our 2020 Sponsors  
A special thank you to our sponsors for 2020, these businesses 
contribute financially to making FreakOut even more fun and we 
need to reward them with our business please:

From the Prez...

continued on page 29 *
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Ciao Amici!  Avvia i tuoi motori!
 It’s a pleasure and a privilege to once-again have your 
attention as I share my enthusiasm for our beloved Italian 
cars and the people who drive them!   Yes, the year 2020 has 
been nothing short of bizarre in every imaginable way, but 
you’ll read no lamentations about it here, as there’s no sense 
in repeating anything you haven’t already heard ad nauseum.  
When it pertains to our wonderful club and our cars, I’ve 
always attempted to employ an optimistic and positive outlook, 
despite disappointments within our sphere of enthusiasm.  As 
I constantly have reminded people, the creation of FIAT Club 
America occurred just a few months before FIAT announced 
its departure from North America in the spring of 1983.  With 
a dubious start like that, followed by a quarter-century absence 
in the USA and Canada, it’s a miracle that our club is still 
around today!  FIAT Club America has YOU to thank for that!
 As this article is being written, plans are being made for 
shareholders of FIAT-Chrysler Automobiles and the PSA Group 
(maker of Peugeot vehicles) to vote on the merger of the 
two companies.  The vote, if approved during the scheduled 
January 2021 meeting, will create the world’s fourth-largest car 
company under the name “Stellantis.”  Fortunately, it’s highly 
unlikely that any motor vehicle will ever sport a “Stellantis” 
badge on its flanks!  The merger adds strength to the future 
stability of both automakers, though I personally remain 
uncertain about the fate of the FIAT brand as far as it concerns 
North American enthusiasts. FIAT’s past five years in North 
America have been…shall we say…and exciting but “rocky” 
road.  Let’s hope for the best.

 We all know...and lament…the disappearance of the FIAT 
500 from the US and Canadian markets.  However, a new 
version of the all-electric FIAT 500e was unveiled in December 
2020 in Italy, with plans to sell the vehicle in many other parts 
of the world.  Yes, there has been an electric FIAT 500e in the 
USA.  In fact, I met with and interviewed the 500e’s project 
manager at the New York International Auto Show when that 
car was introduced.  The late Sergio Marchionne, former CEO 
of FIAT-Chrysler, infamously urged people NOT to buy the 500e 
because the company lost approximately US$14,000 on every 
one sold!
 The new 500e is a much-improved car, featuring an 
unusual fourth door.  Along with the 500’s familiar hatchback 
and two “main” doors, the new 500e adds another reverse-
opening door that accesses the rear seat from the right-hand 
“passenger” side of the vehicle.  Old-timers will remember the 
slang term “suicide door” being used for such a configuration.  
It’s pretty cool.  North American sales of the new 500e might 

continued on page 30 *
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ABARTH DAYS 2019
MILANO
 In the last issue of Ricambi I wrote the story titled “The 
Watchmaker” which was about my visit to the Romeo Ferraris 
shop located outside of Milan on the tail-end of my trip to Italy  
last October but my initial reason for visiting Italy was to go to 
Abarth Days in Milan.
 In America we are all members of FIAT Club America which 
is the only officially recognized club by FCA in North America. 
This includes owners of Abarths and FIATs. The club also 
welcomes owners of all other Italian marques including Alfa, 
Ferrari, Lancia and Maserati but predominantly you will fin new 
and vintage FIATs and Abarths attend our events. Abarths and 
FIATs are sold thru FIAT dealerships in the US.
 In Europe things are completely different. FCA owns Dodge, 
Ram, Jeep, Abarth, Alfa Romeo, FIAT, Lancia and Maserati 
and in the case of Abarth and FIAT they are sold in separate 
dealerships unlike in America. Abarth offers many different 
models in Europe and their numbers sold are very high 
compared to those in this country. I heard that in the UK alone 
6,800 Abarths are sold per year and consider that there are 
dealerships in every country of Europe the number may exceed 
over 40,000 Abarths sold each year.

 As I mentioned before Abarth is a separate entity controlled 
by FCA and they have strict use of the name in Europe unlike 
in America. About 10 years ago they found the need to control 
the popping up of Abarth clubs in Europe and brought them 
legally under one umbrella. If you want to have a Abarth 
chapter in your area you must first apply to FCA with your 
intentions and area you plan to cover and they grant you an 
area and tell you how you must organize events and which 
logo you may use. The members of these chapters falls under 
“Scorpionship”.  You get a membership card with your name 
and number and basically it is free to join as long as you own a 
Abarth. You must supply Abarth with your VIN number to prove 
ownership. You are then part of a chapter for instance Abarth 
Club Como, Abarth Club Roma, Abarth Club Monaco, so on 
and so forth. Average chapters may have memberships of 40-
200 plus members depending on the region. The number of 
Scorpionship members exceed 100,000 worldwide. This is the 
only legal Abarth only club in the world recognized by FCA.
 Every year Abarth based in Torino hosts large events around 
Europe in addition to the events put on by smaller chapters. 
Last year Abarth debuted their new 595 and coordinated the 

by Robert Zecca
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debut with Abarth Days in Milan.  Being so involved with 
our club I knew I needed to attend this event.
 This was a 2-day event located to the north of Milan 
in an area where the world’s fair was once hosted. It was 
a massive area covering hundreds of acres with a huge 
expansive promenade area maybe 50 yards wide and 
extending maybe 1.5 miles. It took literally 15 minutes 
to walk from the entrance to where the cars were lined 
up. The weather was picture perfect for the Saturday/
Sunday event without a cloud in the sky. As you approach 
the area where the event started you had vendors lined 
up to the left and to the right selling Abarth logoed 
merchandise including clothing, keychains, bicycles even 
sound systems. Immediately after this was a huge square 
area with a massive stage erected to the left where the 
unveiling of the new 595 would take place. To the right 
were many food and drink vendors serving everything 
imaginable and all of it was quality food. This is Italy......no 
junk food to be found anywhere.                                     
 As you proceed to walk past the square area you were 
met with 4 rows of Abarths lined up side by side. One 
row to the left, two rows in the center and one row to the 
right. The length of one row went on for about 1 km so 
you had 4 kms of cars lined up side by side which totaled 
over 2,000 vehicles. Think about that. Each chapter of the 
Scorpionship were grouped together so you had about 18 
cars come in from the UK, many from Portugal, Spain, 
France, Germany, Austria, Poland, Russia, Georgia, 
Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland and in addition you had 
maybe 40 chapters present from all over Italy. I heard 
there were over 5-6,000 in attendance over the two-day 
period from basically all over Europe and even one lone 
American.                                                              
 So.....what did these enthusiasts have in common? 
Abarth! They wore Abarth hats, Abarth clothing, their 
cars were modded, wrapped, decals, you name it. These 
people were into it and as I approached or spoke to 
different people no matter where they came from they 
made me feel welcome regardless of my age. I was 64 
at the time and many were maybe half my age but even 
if we spoke a different language we still spoke the same 
language. I met so many Facebook friends there in 
person for the first time including the writers of AutoItalia 
magazine, Mariano Orra of Orra Racing, the guys from 
Old School Garage, the list goes on and on.
 Beside the countless number of cool cars Abarth 
set up an area where they were given test rides on a 
small autocross type course in their 124GTR rally cars 

with Abarth factory drivers. These cars are amazing to 
watch as they sit at the starting line, rev the motor to 
near redline, pop the clutch and take off with blinding 
acceleration and incredible braking. You just felt proud 
being associated with Abarth watching this. In addition 
they brought 4 antique Abarth rally cars for exhibition 
which was pretty cool to see in person. Located at the 
very far end of the venue Abarth set up a small road 
course where for a fee you can take your car out for some 
hot laps as long as you wore a helmet. You were also 
allowed to take a passenger so this had to be a real treat 
for many. I would estimate over 400 participated in this 
event while taking a break from displaying their vehicle. 
As Sunday afternoon came and the event began to wind 
down I began to feel a sadness. The same feeling I get 
Sunday morning at the end of Freakout. I just wish this 
event would never end but that was not the case. You can 
fit all of America geographically into Europe. When we 
hold an event like Freakout many of our club members 
are reluctant to make the trip due to distance. This seems 
not to be the case in Europe. Remember one thing, these 
are just Abarth owners not FIAT owners and they just like 
us are very passionate about their cars yet as proven by 
the magnitude of this event they were not worried about 
traveling for a day or so and spending the money for gas, 
tolls, food or hotels to attend such an event. Hell.... I flew 
in all the way from America to be part of such a historic 
gathering and I would do it again in a heartbeat regardless 

continued on page 29 *
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 FIAT has been one of Europe’s grand marques from its 
inception. Prior to the First World War the Turin firm was 
internationally renown for its mighty racing machinery. These 
sporting vehicles incorporated cutting edge engineering with 
rock solid build quality. The 1907 130 horsepower FIAT 
race cars were a great success in their day. This vehicle’s 
16 liter (sic) displacement four cylinder engine incorporated 
an oversquare design with cylinder bore greater than stroke, 
overhead valves, hemispherical combustion chambers 
and centrally located spark plugs. These were innovations 
substantially ahead of their time.
 Imagine my pleasure when I encountered one of the 
FIAT racing team’s 1907 race cars displayed on the field at 
the Amelia Island Concours d’ Elegance on March 8, 2020. 
Meticulously restored, the FIAT was painted in gleaming Italian 
racing red and even had its original competition #20 proudly 
emblazoned on the massive radiator. After photographing this 
historic treasure I undertook some research after I got home. 
That was during the long weeks of covid 19 lockdown, which 
did much to expand my on-line based knowledge… and my 
waistline. On the internet, I found original 1907 photographs of 
the Amelia Island FIAT, as well as of one of its stable-mate, #22. 
There were apparently three 130 hp racecars in the Scuderia 
FIAT of 1907.  This was a triumphant triumvirate for FIAT near 
the close of the brass era. The drivers of these cars went on to 
become legends in their own right: Felice Nazzaro, Vincenzo 
Lancia and Louis Wagner. Nazzaro enjoyed great success on 
the racing circuits in Italy, Germany, France and the United 
States.  Lancia went on to found his own car company, destined 
to become a part of the FIAT empire. Wagner successfully 
competed in the 1914 French Grand Prix for Mercedes, 
establishing that Swabian firm’s eminent position in motor 
sports. 
 Carefully restored antique motorcars are works of art. 
However, over the last decade car aficionado interest has been 
strongly drawn to historic vehicles which have languished in the 
shadows for many years. The so called “preservation class” at 
premier concours d’ elegance like Amelia Island and Pebble 
Beach has attracted a lot of attention. The illusive “barn find” 
truly sparks the imagination. Wouldn’t any one of us be thrilled 
to discover a historically significant automobile that has been 
long forgotten in a garage, shed or other prosaic shelter, which 
time has forgotten?
 I think of myself as a pretty down to earth person, not prone 
to extravagant fantasies or delusions. Imagine my reaction 
when, looking through the broken window of an overgrown 
corn crib on a farm in the Sourland Hills, I espied the dusty 
outline of a ancient vehicle of long faded crimson hue. Despite 
its sorry state and ignoble environment there was something 
positively riveting about this denizen of New Jersey’s agricultural 
belt. I had to clamber over plough shears, mower decks and 
other implements in various states of disrepair, to get to my 
objective. With scuffed trousers and skinned knuckles I found 

my way to the business end of an open wheeled aerodynamic 
conveyance which obviously dated from a bygone era. There is 
no describing the sensation I experienced when I made out the 
number “21” painted in chipped paint on the massive radiator. 
Quite literally, I had to pinch myself. Recollect that there had 
been three 1907 FIAT racers and the documented vehicles 
bore numbers 20 and 22.
 I have been a very fortunate person. In the real world I have 
enjoyed some professional successes. Personally, I have found 
happiness in the bosom of my family. In the vita automobilia 
I have been lucky to have owned some fine cars and to have 
driven many more. At birth, I was conveyed home from the 
hospital in a 1949 Packard straight eight. That’s how it all 
began. If I were to tell you that the 1907 FIAT Grand Prix car 
which I found in the Jersey barn now resides under my roof, 
you might think my name is Midas… or that I am crazy.
 Did I actually uncover the legendary third FIAT race car of 
1907 in the Sourland Hills of west central New Jersey? Well, 
yes… and no. You see, quite unaccountably, within a few 
months of having seen the restored 1907 FIAT #20 at the 

car show in Florida, I did run across an ancient weathered 
carrosserie with leather straps holding down the bonnet, open 
wheel design and boat tail configuration. The number 21 
was faded but unmistakable. However, what I found in the 
neglected agricultural structure earlier this year was a dusty 
old one eighth scale children’s toy. Nevertheless, for me it is an 
absolute treasure. Constructed by an anonymous, highly skilled 
toymaker an indeterminate number of years ago, it is a very fair 
representation of the legendary third grand prix FIAT of 1907.
 As a dedicated FIAT aficionado I am tickled to have this 
fine piece of craftsmanship on the mantle at my home. But 
I do face one serious question, which is the same quandary 
I would contemplate if I had the actual full size automobile 
in my collection. Should I undertake a Pebble Beach quality 
restoration, or leave it as I found it… a preservation class barn 
find?
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ROOSEVELT REMEMBERS
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT JR. RECALLS HIS YEARS WITH FIAT
by Peter Vack

 The mid-1950s marked the beginning of the small car 
revolution in America. While Detroit slept, fortunes and 
reputations were made and lost as the visionaries, snake 
oil salesmen, and entrepreneurs scrambled for a share in a 
booming small car market. It didn’t require a stock market 
analyst to see the light. In a short four years, Renault alone 
jumped from a meager 800 cars sold here in 1955, to 
importing a whopping 65,250 units by 1959. Meanwhile,  
the already-established Volkswagen enjoyed a 143%  
increase during the same period.

 In 1957, FIAT appeared ready to re-enter the US market 
after a 33-year lapse. One of the two distributors was to be 
Max Hoffman, who had been importing various exotic makes 
since the end of World War II. The other was Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Jr., whose partnership with FIAT resulted in one of 
the most successful import car franchises in the United States.

 Nothing in FDR Jr.’s past prepared him for the twelve years 
that he spent as a FIAT distributor, car enthusiast, race fan, 
and sponsor of Team Roosevelt. He was born in 1914 at the 
family summer home of Campobello Island, in the province of 
New Brunswick. He spent his childhood in Washington, D.C., 
attended the Buckley School in New York City, and entered 
Groton at age twelve. When FDR Jr. entered Harvard in 1933, 
his father had already become the 32nd President of the 
United States. To say that his life was altered by his father’s 
position and accomplishments would be an understatement. 
As the President’s son, his behavior, successes, and failures 
were reported by a critical and often 
hostile press. 
 Nonetheless, Roosevelt graduated 
with honors from Harvard, earned 
a law degree from the University of 
Virginia, and promptly enlisted in the 
Navy in 1941. Returning to civilian 
life, Roosevelt practiced law in New 
York City, and in 1949 was elected to 
the House of Representatives.
By 1956, Roosevelt had tired of 
politics and the legal profession. The 
ensuing partnership with FIAT from 
1957 to 1970 would be among the most satisfying of his life. 
Roosevelt brought a new dignity, dedication and professionalism 
to the imported car industry and to those who worked with 
him. To many car enthusiasts (then referred to as “sports car 
aficionados”), he will be remembered as the sponsor of Team 
Roosevelt, a bevy of FIAT-Abarths that terrorized and dominated 
SCCA class racing in 1959 and 1960.

1960 Renault Dauphine © Wikimedia Commons

Original F.I.A.T. assembly plant in Poughkeepsie, NY.

FDR jr. © Wkipedia `
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 In search for the past, we spent many hours talking  
to former associates of FDR Jr., and realized that only  
Mr. Roosevelt himself could give a collective account of those 
years. Surprisingly enough, our request for an interview 
was granted. We arrived early on a Saturday morning at his 
country home near Poughquag, New York, and were led into 
a large, light and airy living room by his housekeeper. There 
were mementos of his family, but the walls were graced with 
paintings of Thoroughbred horses, Roosevelt’s current passion 
and business. 
 Shortly Mr. Roosevelt appeared, carrying several books and 
boxes. “I’ve found the pictures!” he said, obviously satisfied. 
He immediately sat down and began to recall his years in 
the automotive industry. I had only to guide him through the 
interview as he was answering all of my questions without being 
asked. 
 Prior to the interview, I had talked to FIAT specialist Carmello 
La China, who had been a dealer for Roosevelt in the 1960s. 
La China had told me that there was some reason, although he 
couldn’t remember exactly why Roosevelt had been partial to 
FIAT. I asked Roosevelt about his youth and if he had known 
anything about FIAT as a boy: 

 “Ah…you remind me…you bring back memories. FIAT had 
a plant, up on the north side of Poughkeepsie. It was right 
on Route 9, the Albany Post Road, and only three miles 
south of my family’s place at Hyde Park. FIAT had set up this 
plant to make large limousine-type cars. It only lasted six or 
seven years after World War I. My family never bought one…
my grandmother had a Packard with a chauffeur. As a kid 
though, I remember being very interested in that FIAT factory 
and went down there many times.”  

 As an adult, however, Roosevelt was to follow his father’s 
footsteps into the political arena. After serving in Congress, 
Roosevelt unsuccessfully ran for Governor of New York. In 
1954, he returned to his law practice, unsure of his future in 
politics. Yet he remained unsettled: 

 “I found that I am, by nature, more of the executive 
type, getting things done, than I am the legislative 
type who is going to work out all the compromises and 
slowly achieve something rather than nothing. So in 
some ways I suppose I was, without realizing it, looking 
for some new activity which would be more along the 
executive lines rather than the political or legal lines.” 

 Roosevelt told me that his initial interest in the FIAT venture 
was a result of a letter from an Italian friend sent in June of 
1957. The letter encouraged Roosevelt to seek out a franchise 
with FIAT. However, Roosevelt found that Max Hoffman had 
beat him to the punch and had already acquired the franchise 
for the lucrative California and northeast areas: 

 “Hoffman had a very interesting career. Maxie had 
a habit of getting a franchise and not doing very well 

with it. The company would buy him out at a very 
comfortable profit. Maxie was really making more money 
selling the franchise back to the company than he 
was putting the car across as a major import. The next 
area that looked attractive was the southeastern states, 
and my partner, Dike Cullum, and I wound up with the 
franchise for that area. My next move was to get the 
cars and parts in and set up a warehouse. I realized that 
parts were the key problem with most imports and that 
was the one thing I wanted to have at least on a par with 
Detroit, and if possible, be better. At this time, I found 
out that Mr. Cullum had no intention of building a sound 
imported car distributorship. He was following the Maxie 
Hoffman line of not doing a good job and letting the 
factory buy us out. That was not my intention at all and 
we had a falling out. FIAT cancelled our distributorship 
and a lawsuit followed. Mr. Cullum never made the 
fortune he had expected to make, but I was then able to 
form the Roosevelt Automobile Company and FIAT then 
gave me the franchise.” 

  Roosevelt learned the imported car business from the 
ground up, and observing the VW operation, he decided that 
he would follow different ground rules: 

“First, we did not try to set up exclusive dealerships. 
I remember going into a VW dealer and remarking 
on the neatness and orderliness. The dealer told me 
that the factory reps came in every week and if a 
wastepaper basket was out of place they caught hell. 
I thought that would stifle the natural initiative of the 
American car dealer. We had many programs such as 
business advisory courses, but we didn’t say this was 
the only way.” 

“Plus I had a second basic rule, which was again 
entirely different from VW and most of the other 
imports. I believed that Americans could sell a foreign 
product better to Americans than an Italian coming 
over here trying to sell a FIAT to Americans. We 
understood advertising appeal and public relations. 
One of the other little things I thought of initially was a 
way to get people to look at FIATs. I decided that for a 
three or four-month period, just so that people would 
say ‘Gee, I saw a FIAT on the street today,’ I had all 
my sedans painted in the same color, I think it was 
maroon. It gave the impression that there was a hell 
of a lot more FIATs than there actually were!” *
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We discussed the poor reputation for reliability that plagued 
many imports. He commented on his experiences: 

 “I remember that there were four big construction 
workers at Cape Canaveral who bought a 500cc FIAT 
Bianchini to commute back and forth 100 miles a 
day…flat out. It lasted about six months. When they got 
through two of them, they realized that they had gotten 
their money’s worth…because they were cheap little 
cars. I think we sold them for less than $1500. They 
moved up to a FIAT 1100 and commuted for a few 
more years. 

 “But yes, the cars were reliable, if the car was being 
asked to do the things it was designed to do. I can’t say 
the same for later on.” 

 At this point I asked Mr. Roosevelt what he drove as his 
personal vehicle…images of his 6’4” frame unfolding from a 
FIAT 600 at the Capitol building surrounded by huge black 
Cadillacs raced through my mind: 

 “I drove a FIAT 100 sedan and later a 1200, but I 
would drive the entire line to keep up with the changes. 
I was always trying to get FIAT to improve the interior. 

Anyway, no matter where I went, to any type of function, 
I drove a FIAT, until later on when I started to handle 
Jaguar. Then I drove a Jag. The Jaguar had all kinds of 
problems in those days…a real problem car.” 

 
 Shortly after Roosevelt set up the distributorship, he gave 
his mother a FIAT 1200 Gran Luce sports car: 

 “She only drove it at Hyde Park. She was not a very 
good driver, and she was a bit afraid of it, even though 
it was not really a sports car. I think it was powder blue 
in color, and we took it right of the line. Her cottage, a 
Val-Kill, was right up Route 9G from Hyde Park, and 
she would drive to Hyde Park, the rose garden and 
the library, for any special function or any particular 
visitor who was coming up. We had given the land at 
Hyde Park to the government after father died, but 
she continued to live on the Val-Kill property which my 
father had given her.” 

  
 If Eleanor Roosevelt was a bit afraid of the 1200, her attitude 
toward Roosevelt Racing Team must have been apprehensive: 

“Well, my mother realized that the purpose of it from 
a business point of view was to spread the name and 
the reputation for reliability, because racing cars must 
be reliable, but she did not want me to actually race, 
and I did not. I used to take the cars out and test dive 
them after we’d get them tuned and ready. I didn’t have 
the time to do the practice it took to be a good driver…
besides, by that time I was too damn old…in 1962 I was 
48, and the cars were pretty damn uncomfortable. You 
know, we just took the seats out and you sat right on the 
floor with just a back rest. They were uncomfortable but 
a hell of a lot of fun…you had a real power plant there.” 

 We went on to discuss wealthy families and the automotive 
industry, racing and upper class sports.  I wondered if any 

1960 FIAT 600 – Page from the Roosevelt Automobile Company catalogue

Page from the Roosevelt Automobile Company catalogue

Eleanor Roosevelt driving her FIAT 1200 GL, with friend © Roosevelt Collection 
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member of his family or social circle ever voiced ay objections 
to his career or participation in auto racing: 

 “That’s an interesting question…I never thought 
of it like that…and while my family is certainly an 
old American family…my great uncle had been 
President, then my father…but still we were certainly 
not snobs—let’s put it that way—about our name 
or our activities. I don’t think there was ever any 
question about the name of my company and I owned 
it 100%. And I was in car racing because I loved 
automobile racing as a competitive sport and I was 
also in it from a business point of view to publicize the 
name of FIAT and FIAT-Abarth, and in this way prove 
that we had a good, tough, reliable product.” 

 Roosevelt was close to another famous American family, 
the Kennedys. Although they apparently did not share his 
enthusiasm for cars, Roosevelt did recall the only time a 
Kennedy rode in one of his FIATs: 

“The night after President Kennedy’s burial in 
Arlington, some of the very close friends of the family 
went back to the White House for a light buffet supper. 
As you can imagine, it had been a very emotional 
day. After most people had left, Mrs. Kennedy 
(Jackie) asked me if I would drive her back over to 
the gravesite. I said, “Well, gee, what about the Secret 
service?” She said, “Well, you’ve got your car here…” I 
told her I just had my little FIAT Spider. My wife, Jackie 
and I piled into this Spider on the south lawn…the 
entrance of the White House. Jackie told the guards 
that we were going over to Arlington and that she didn’t 
want the Secret Service, didn’t want the big cars...the 
press might follow her. We drove over to Arlington…I 
don’t think we were there for more than a few minutes. 
The light had been lit, and I guess we all said our 
prayers and I drove her back to the White House. 
 “As far as the other Kennedys, Bobby certainly wasn’t 

interested in cars, nor was Ted, not that I ever knew 
about. I was the Undersecretary of Commerce while 
MacNamara was Secretary of Defense. He had come 
from Ford and we used to talk about the automotive 
industry. He was the only other person even remotely 
connected with automobiles. We would talk a lot at 
parties and in fact, when I see him today, we still talk 
about our automobile days and what’s happened to the 
industry.” 

 In 1959 the Roosevelt Racing Team was literally unbeatable 
in SCCA racing, winning every Class 1 event they entered with 
the 750cc FIAT-Abarth. Team Manager John Norwood, drivers 
Paul Richards and Ray Cuomo, along with chief mechanic 
Jim McGee, formed the nucleus of Roosevelt’s successful 
team. Roosevelt’s desire to run at Sebring turned into a rousing 
success as well. Paul Richards in a record Monza Abarth won 
the 4-hour Endurance event for cars under 1000cc, beating 
Stirling Moss in a special Sebring Sprite. Roosevelt discussed 
those years and events with obvious fondness: 

Page from the Roosevelt Automobile Company catalogue

*

Roosevelt FIAT Abarth Racing Team transporter © Carl Goodwin

From left to right: Stirling Moss, John Norwood and Paul Richards, celebrating 
Richard’s victory over Moss at Sebring in 1960 © Carl Goodwin 
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“In 1959 I was looking for a way to have a race team for 
public relations value to Roosevelt Distributors and to FIAT. 
I discussed it at length with FIAT and considered Ferrari. 
There was also Alfa-Romeo, who we had some discussion 
with about taking on their American distributorship, but 
there as too much red tape. There was some question in 
Alfa-Romeo’s mind about being joined with FIAT through 
me as the American distributor and they felt it might hurt 
them. Actually, it might have solved some of the problems 
that Alfa-Romeo never has solved in this country. It became 
clearer and clearer that Abarth, who had made this very 
great reputation as an automotive engineer of successful 
racing cars, would provide the ideal set up. So I went 
around to see him with FIAT’s knowledge and blessing and 
we worked out a separate contract with Abarth. We had a 
budget of about $60,000 which was a hell of a lot of money 
to spend on public relations in those days. 

 “I dealt with Carlo Abarth himself. He was a charming man 
but could have some sour mods. He of course showed me 
through his factory many times. He was difficult to deal with 
in the sense that he didn’t want to take on commitments.   
I wanted absolute commitment on parts and he was always 
reluctant to go into those kind of details. As I remember,  
the contract was a very simple and straightforward deal that 

I would buy six cars immediately. We worked 
out specifications and told him exactly what we 
would be doing, racing in the SCCA events and 
building up to the Sebring event.” 

 There is always a question about whether or not Abarth was a 
talented hot-rodder or true genius. Roosevelt had a high opinion 
of Abarth’s abilities: 

 “I would say that Abarth outgrew his hot rodding days a 
long time before that and he was a real brilliant engineer. 
He was willing to experiment, knew the cars himself, and 
was also a first-rate driver. He was also a good enough 
salesman to have FIAT’s respect and FIAT cooperated 
with him tremendously.” 

 In 1966, Roosevelt became the National Distributor for 
FIAT and moved his offices to New Jersey. In 1967, a new 
management at FIAT began to create new directions for the 
Turin automaker. Hoping to increase their share in the American 
market, they approached Roosevelt in 1970 with an offer to buy 
the franchise back: 

 “We were selling over 60,000 cars a year and were in 
the top four or five imports at the time. Its’ the same 
old story…when the franchisor wants to take on the 
franchisee there’s no argument about it. I had started 
the business on $50,000 borrowed capital and built it 
from scratch. If you look at the dollar sign it may sound 
lucrative, but not for what the company was really worth. 
Of course, from there on it was all downhill for FIAT in 
this country, and after years of struggling with parts and 
Federal laws, they decided to pull out for good.” 

Pete Vack has owned Abarths, FIATs, Ferraris, and many Alfas. He is 
the author of the bestselling Abarth Buyer’s Guide and his work has 
appeared in Automobile Quarterly, Road & Track and Forza.   He has 
conducted exclusive interviews with David Letterman, John Surtees, 
Giancarlo Baghetti, Denise McCluggage and the Roberto Rossellini 
family. He the Publisher and Editor of VeloceToday.com, 
an online magazine about French and Italian cars. 

Ad promoting the Sebring victory © mycarquest.com

The Sessler/Holbert Porsche passing the Jeffords/Kuhn Abarth 750.

ROOSEVELT REMEMBERSCONTINUED
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The FIAT Abarth 750 of Jim Jeffords and Bob Kuhn
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PIRELLI CINTURATO CN54:
A NEW VINTAGE TIRE FOR 
FIAT 500 COLLECTORS

 Pirelli launched a new tire for the iconic FIAT 500: the 
car that symbolized mass motoring in Italy. This new tire 
is part of the Pirelli Collezione range: tires dedicated to 
cars from 1950 to 1980, which combine a classic look 
with modern technology.

A HIGH TECHNOLOGY TIRE
 For all the different versions of the FIAT 500 that were 
made since 1957, Pirelli has recreated the Cinturato 
CN54 in 125 R 12 size, which was originally launched 
in 1972. This is a radial tire with a tread pattern design 
and sidewall that are similar to the original, but made 
with modern technology. Pirelli Collezione tires use 
contemporary compounds to offer increased grip and 
improved road holding on wet surfaces, guaranteeing 
reliability and high safety standards without compromising 
the original style. Throughout the tire’s research and 
development program, Pirelli’s engineers used the same 
parameters that the original vehicle designers used, 
in order to perfectly complement the suspension and 
chassis settings of the car. To achieve this goal, they 
referred to original materials and designs housed in the 
Pirelli Foundation archives in Milan.

PART OF THE FIAT 500 STORY FROM THE START
 The FIAT 500 was born in 1957. The tire size was 
a conventional 125 12, featuring either the Cisa tread 
pattern, the tried-and-trusted Stelvio, or the Rolle design 
that was also available for the larger FIAT 600. The 
FIAT 500 range would expand over the years, from the 
original N version to the D that was presented in 1960. 
This version was the first car to adopt Pirelli’s Sempione 
“Safety Shoulder,” featuring more rounded sidewalls for 
better road holding through corners. The FIAT 500F came 
out in 1965, followed by the L in 1968, both with Pirelli 
12-inch tires. When the R version was launched in 1972, 
the Pirelli Cinturato range was sufficiently wide that FIAT’s 
runabout could also have a radial CN54 tread pattern, in 
125 R 12 size. This is the tire that Pirelli is recreating for 
owners of this classic Italian icon. The CN54 of the time 
was directly derived from rallying experience,  maintaining 
the tread pattern design of the classic CA67 – which 
made the Cinturato name famous all over the world, 
thanks to a new belted structure that improved both 
comfort and tire life.
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PIRELLI COLLEZIONE, HISTORY ON THE ROAD
 The Pirelli Collezione family was born with the goal 
of preserving automotive history through tires that serve 
a dual purpose: maintaining the look and driving feel of 
the original versions, and improving efficiency and safety 
thanks to modern technology and production processes. 
The range started with the legendary Stella Bianca, first 
launched in 1927. Then, in 2018, Pirelli brought back to 
life the Stelvio to exclusively supply the Ferrari 250 GTO 
– the most expensive car in the world – together with the 
CA67 (1955), CN72 (1964), CN36 (1968), CN12 (1968), 
Cinturato P7 (1974), P5 (1977), P Zero (1984) and 
P700-Z (1988). 
 Throughout the development process of these reborn 
tires, Pirelli’s engineers used the same vehicle parameters 
that the original designers would have relied upon at 
the time, but using all the know-how and experience 
when it comes to materials and production processes 
that have been built up in the meantime. The result is a 
compelling mix of performance, style, and authenticity. 
The images, plans, and other materials supplied by the 
Pirelli Foundation archive were a fundamental part of this 
process. The Foundation has kept all documents relating 
to the design, development and production of every Pirelli 
tire over the years: including homologation certificates, 

mould designs, tread pattern studies and testing results, 
as well as price lists and catalogues. 
 For information on local availability of Pirelli Collezione 
tires please check on www.us.pirelli.com or contact 
Pirelli’s flagship P ZERO World store in Los Angeles by 
phone 310 203 3900 or via email pzeroworldLA@pirelli.com

PIRELLI’S OFFER IN NORTH AMERICA
Pirelli's offer for the U.S. is wide and complete, with a 
range of products designed specifically for consumers 
in this market. The Plus product line, for example, 
was born out of the strategy to create a simple, yet 
comprehensive product portfolio for American needs: 
namely the popularity of vehicles such as SUV / CUVs, 
and the trend for more mileage per vehicle. The 
champions of this line are for sure the Scorpion Verde 
All Season Plus II (the eco-friendly tires for the Crossover 
and SUV segment) and the Cinturato P7 All Season Plus 
II (tires specifically designed for the North American 
touring market). Pirelli also has a dedicated product 
for off-road lovers: the Scorpion All Terrain Plus. And 
then, there is of course the hero of the Pirelli product 
range: the P Zero, chosen as original equipment for 
most performance-oriented and powerful models on the 
market.
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OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS ARE SEATED
 In preparation for FIAT Club America’s annual election of 
Officers and Board of Directors, the Club reached out to the 
membership via a Call for Nominations in email blasts to the 
members. In addition to the two-year officer positions of Vice 
President and Treasurer, there were 4 three-year seats on 
the Board of Directors up for election.  
 To give our club members ample time, our nomination 
period was left open until October 31sth when nominations 
closed. The nomination process is intended to confirm 
that every nominee is willing to serve and is aware of the 
time commitment involved. The Club received a total of 5 
nominations. Since none of the Officer or Board seats was 
contested, each candidate needed just one vote in order to 
be elected.
 According to Robert's Rules: "When only one nominee is 
put up, the chair can declare that the nominee is elected, 
thus effecting the election by acclamation."   Holding an 
election for 5 uncontested seats would be a meaningless 
formality. Rather than asking members to vote in an 
uncontested election, the Club followed Robert’s Rules 
and declared all 5 nominees as immediately seated by 
acclamation. 

The newly seated Officers and Board are:
Vice President Mike Louviere
Treasurer Sam Germana

Board of Directors:
John Montgomery    Brian Benson Andy Truscott

Due to staggered terms, the following Club Officers and Board 
Members were not up for election and will continue to serve:
President Doug Von Koenig
Secretary Tim Beeble
Board  Thad Kirk 
Board  Jerry Cucchiara   
Board  Hilary Falkenberg 
Board  Matt Ross    
Board  Mike Keene   
Board  Arman Labrada
Board  Bobb Rayner

 We thank Jim Dimond who served on the Board of 
Directors and chose not to serve another term. Jim helped 
us tremendously by reaching out to informal, independent 
FIAT groups to urge them to affiliate with FIAT Club America.
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Rank and title:   
Colonel David May Special Forces
Years served:  1985-2019 

      Colonel May served as the Commander, 
Special Operations Detachment - NATO where 
he was responsible for coordinating efforts 
between United States Special Operations 

Forces and NATO Special Operations Forces Headquarters.
 Colonel May began his military career when he enlisted as a Single 
Channel Radio Operator in 1986. He completed the Special Operations 
Communications Sergeant Course in 1987 and reached the rank of 
Staff Sergeant. He was commissioned through the Florida National 
Guard Military Academy Officer Candidate School, Class 28, in 1989.
 His past assignments include Special Forces Operational 
Detachment Alpha Commander, Special Forces Company Executive 
Officer, Special Forces Company Commander, B Co, 2nd Bn, 20th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne); Coalition Special Operations Forces 
Director, Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force – Afghanistan; 
Operations Officer and Deputy Commander, Special Operations 
Detachment – Joint; Deputy Chief of Staff for Deputy Commander 
Special Operations Forces, Special Operations Joint Task Force – 
Afghanistan.
 Colonel May’s service includes mobilization and deployment with C 
Co, 3rd Bn, 20th Special Forces Group (Airborne) as a Special Forces 
Assistant Detachment Commander in support of Operation Desert 
Storm; with B Co, 2nd Bn, 20th Special Forces Group (Airborne) as a 
Special Forces Detachment Commander and Special Forces Company 
Commander in support of Operation Enduring Freedom; with B Co, 
2nd Bn, 20th Special Forces Group (Airborne) as Coalition Special 
Operations Forces Director in support of Operation Enduring Freedom; 
with Special Operations Detachment – Joint as the Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Deputy Commander Special Operations Force in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Colonel May’s also conducted numerous 
overseas missions in EUCOM, SOUTHCOM, AFRICOM, and Korea.
 His military education includes Infantry Officer’s Basic and Advance 
Courses, Special Forces Detachment Officer Course, Combined Arms 
Staff Services School, Command and General Staff College and the 
U.S. Army War College.

 Colonel May’s awards include the Soldier’s Medal, Bronze Star 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal for Valor, Army Commendation Medal with Silver 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal, Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal with 2 Bronze Stars, Global War On Terror Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War On Terror Service Medal, Korean Defense Service 
Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer 
Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with M device, Bronze 
Hourglass, 2nd Award, NCO Professional Development Ribbon 2nd 
Award, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon 3rd Award, 
Army Reserve Components Overseas Training Ribbon 8th Award, 
French Defense Nationale Medal – Silver, NATO Medal, Special Forces 
Tab, Shoulder Sleeve Insignia for former wartime service, Combat 
Infantryman Badge, Military Free Fall Jumpmaster Badge, Military 
Free Fall Parachutist Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Parachutist 
Badge, Italian Parachutist Wings  German Schutzenschnur Shooting 
Award Gold and Silver, Joint Meritorious Unit Award 2nd Award, 
Meritorious Unit Commendation 2nd Award. He graduated from Barry 
University in 1994 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Human Resource 
Management. He earned his Master of Strategic Studies degree from 
the U.S. Army War College in 2016.
 Colonel May is a resident of Raleigh, North Carolina and is married 
to Denise May. They have one daughter, Katlyn. Dave has also been a 
club member for many years. He has one of the 500 Prima Ediziones 
and has owned a X1/9, 850 Racer, among many others.

Ciao fellow Veterans and welcome to the Veterans Corner.  Each Ricambi we will have a new column on Veterans news and an answer and question 
section.  We would also like to do profiles of our veteran members that want to participate.  Do a career write up from boot camp to discharge and a 
picture of you in uniform and we will get your service recognized.  Please send all questions and submissions to brianben40@gmail.com
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 Photos are before and after of this car which was found 
in Virginia having been in storage for 34 years. It was a 
mountain road course race car during 1970-74. It was 
equipped with Abarth additions of the period. The damage 
to the car was considered totaled and insurance paid for. 
The owner decided to switch to another brand of auto with 
a V-8 powerplant. The 1970 124 "Plum Crazy" is that color 
in memory of our son Tom. He passed away from cancer 
and crohns Feb. 25, 2018 at 43 years of age. As he grew up 
his best liked musician was Prince, song "Purple Rain" and 
Purple color.
 With the engine locked-up I decided to explore a alternate 
engine. The chassis being a one year only model I got 
lucky in regard of locating the right engine for it. I got a 
call one day and a lady who wanted me to come see her 
husbands inventory of FIAT parts and cars. It was only 25 
miles away so I went right over. Low and behold it was a 
massive collection of 850, 600 and 500 parts. after rooting 

around awhile I noticed a wooden crate marked FIAT with 
an address and production date of 1974. Well now that was 
a real surprise that it was a first addition of the 1756 engine 
with a small crank end and clutch. I asked her how much 
it was and her answer was she would take $200 for it as no 
one else was interested in it.. Brand new and it turned over 
by hand, what luck!
 Having spent many hours disassembling the car down 
to a rolling chassis it went for body work and paint. In 
a business deal with Matt Brennen along with my parts 
inventory he and his crew put it all back together with 
improvements as it has today. Then I brought it home and 
worked out the small details still needing attention. For those 
who may not know this chassis is a one year only and so is 
the engine a real surprise. The engine had been there as 
long as the lady could remember gathering dust. This car 
represents two orphans that are today married together as 
long as they live with much happiness.

PLUM CRAZY IS READY AFTER 12 YEARS
Dale & Terri Crandall 



FIATclubAmerica.com 2021 FIATclubAmerica.com

RICAMBI 70.indd   22 9/21/17   12:01 PM



23 FIATclubAmerica.com

THE FIAT CLUB AMERICA AT CARLISLE, PA
JULY 15, 2020
 2020 will definitely be remembered as “the Year of 
Covid-19,” its heavy global human toll, the lockdowns and the 
attendant cancellation of most public and live sports events. 
 Nonetheless, the FIAT Club America team showed 
extraordinary resilience starting in the 
summer. Its 2020 Freak Out on the 
Dragon, long-scheduled and planned 
with great precautions for July 22-26 
in Knoxville, TN, did successfully take 
place despite the pandemic. It proved 
a joyful winner thanks to the splendid 
organization led by the Club’s determined 
president and his highly dedicated team, especially with local 
resident and leader Brett Melancon having masterfully planned 
splendid rally courses along the serpentine roads of eastern 
Tennessee.
 The next opportunity to deploy a chapter of the FIAT Club 
America in a major public event was the Carlisle Import 
and Performance Nationals on August 15 in Pennsylvania. 
There was a little bit of luck involved in this timing. “Carlisle 
Events” is actually a year-long series of 10 major automobile 

shows, starting in April with the biggest of them all being the 
Spring Event in April. It is normally followed by the Import and 
Performance Nationals event in May, then eight others all the 
way to the Fall Event scheduled in September and closing the 
season.
 This year, Covid-19 scrambled everything, reducing the 
schedule of events and pushing the first ones into the early 
summer, with attendance of cars and guests cut by nearly two 
thirds to allow for social distancing. And that is how the Import 
& Performance Nationals, the only one where Italian cars can 
fit, found itself rescheduled for August 15-16, just 3 weeks after 
the FIAT Freak Out.

 So Central Pennsylvania Chapter Leader Brian Benson and 
his wife Candy, closely seconded by Vince Gallo and his wife 
Karen, took charge of the Club’s participation in that event.  The 
FIAT Club America pavilion found itself conveniently located 
right near the entrance of the Carlisle Fairgrounds. The local 
team did a great job, to which Bob Zecca – with whom this 
author rode from northern New Jersey – soon added his own 
touch, including two Motul flags as a nice touch for a FIAT Club 
sponsor. 

by Philippe Defechereux, 2020

The FIAT Club America pavilion at Carlisle with a splendid FIAT 124 Spider in 

front.
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 Other “usual suspects” were also in attendance, such 
as Bobb Rayner, Tim Beeble and Matt Ross. The space 
allocated to the FIAT Club was relatively limited, and 
therefore so were the Italian cars on display. For the people 
who had attended previous Carlisle events, the view of 
relatively so few cars and guests around the entire field 
looked a bit strange. In a normal year, all 82 acres of the 
Carlisle Fairgrounds are literally filled to the gills with cars 
and people. But this, we all now know, is not a normal year; 
we’re still getting used to it. The sky was overcast but rain 
was not in the forecast.

 The FIAT Club “family feeling” was nevertheless as warm 
as ever, while the food was plentiful and delicious. Among 
other scrumptious items, Karen Gallo had cooked a large pot 
of irresistible and rather large Italian meatballs. Though I am 
rather strict with my food intake, I thoroughly enjoyed twice 
as many as my guideline dictated… And there were many 
other takers.
 All around the pavilion and the cars, members chatted, 
many praising their recent Knoxville FFO experience. Lance 
Miller Sr., son of the Carlisle Events co-founder Chip Miller, 
spent a lot of time with us, as his 2013 FIAT 500 Abarth was 
going to be taken later in the afternoon on a trailer 170 miles 
east to Bob Zecca’s repair shop for a thorough overhaul. He 
proved to be a wonderful “regular car guy,” or one of us, 
which felt really nice.

 One other “Italian car” on the grounds is worth 
mentioning: a red 1960 Ferrari Testa Rossa; well, sort of. 
When its owner drove it confidently inside the FIAT Club 
area in mid-morning, all heads turned towards it. Puzzled 
looks followed. Though the overall styling appeared perfectly 
correct, the car seemed smaller than the original grand 
racing winner. Upon further checking, the cockpit and 
steering wheel seemed in tune, with the Ferrari logo capping 
the steering column. The whole game was given away when 
the hood was open: instead of the needed powerful 3.0 liter 
Ferrari V-12, there stood an Austin-branded big but humble 
six-cylinder engine… The joke was on us, but it was still a 
beautiful car.

 Meanwhile, the fun went on until around 4pm, when 
a light drizzle fell, but only briefly. This was the signal for 
Bob Zecca and I to pack and head home, as we had left for 
our trip at 6am in the morning and had a near three-hour 
drive ahead of us before getting home. His comfortable and 
powerful second-hand RAM truck proved it could easily tow 
the trailer and its precious charge. And we got home safely 
just as the sun set.
 Well, I missed the Knoxville 
FFO due to personal reasons, 
but I made it to Carlisle. Though 
amazingly it was my first time 
there, the FIAT Club people 
immediately and through the 
whole day, made me feel part of 
the family. I was a happy fellow. 
See for yourself: un-retouched 
pictures don’t lie.

A view of the field from the FIAT Club area.it shows the relative sparseness and the empty 
grandstands. VW was our nearest neighbor.

Three enthusiasts in front of the FIAT 500 Abarth in need an overhaul. From left 
to right: Brian Benson, Lance Miller Sr. and the inimitable Bobb Rayner.

The Faux 1960 Ferrari Testa Rossa.  Very good try, but no cigar.



A FATHER-SON 
DINO STORY
 On a fall day in 1927 in Umbria, Italy, Mario Bittoni was born 
in an old stone house where, according to legend, St. Peter 
slept one night while on his pilgrimage.  Mario grew up in a 
peasant family that farmed land for other landowners.  In 1939, 
at the age of 12, his family moved to Rome where he survived 
World War II as a young teenager, and met his soul mate, Maria.  
He was hired at FIAT as an apprentice mechanic and, after 
many years of hard work, advanced to a more prestigious role as 
a test driver.  In 1956, he was proud to be part of the FIAT support 
crew for the Mille Miglia.  During the 60's Mario was selected as 
the FIAT driver who would deliver new FIATs to the Pope, therefore 
allowing him the prestigious opportunity to meet face-to-face with 
Pope John XXIII and Paul VI.
 I recall sitting in the passenger seat of our FIAT 500 as we drove 
through Rome in the mid 60's.  My dad, Mario, invented a game in 
which he would point to a car and I had to identify it.  I loved playing 
this game with my dad, as I was very good at it and proud of myself 
for being able to identify cars on the road at a young age.  Mario 
was now a "collaudatore", a test driver for FIAT.  He was specialized 
in the 2300 S Coupe, and later in the Dino.  Obviously I had 
inherited a large dose of Mario's automotive genes.
 I idolized my dad.  He was big, strong, and always had an 
answer for my many questions, whether automotive or other 
subjects.  As I grew older, I realized he may have made up some 
of his answers on the "other" subjects, as many dads do, but he 
was an expert when it came to cars.
 In 1967, my family was on the way to see our "nonni", our 
grandparents, when a FIAT Dino Coupe passed us on Via 
Prenestina.  I immediately fell in love.  The car was beautiful, fast, 
big and had a wonderful unique sound that was new to my ears.  
I remember hearing the Ferrari V-6 engine with its triple Webers 
long after the Dino had passed.  Naturally, I asked many questions 
about the Dino and my dad was very happy to answer all of them.  
The one I remember the most was my last question.  I asked 
why we could not get one, and I will always remember my dad's 
answer.  He said that only two types of people buy a Dino; the 
very wealthy and the criminals.  I knew we were neither of those 
and I quickly realized that we would never own one.  Our Dino 
conversation ended abruptly, to my disappointment.  
 One day in 1968 my dad came home with a new book titled 
"1968 Catalogo Mondiale dell'Automobile".  My life literally 
changed that day.  The book listed every car built that year with 
a picture and specific details.  My life’s passion for cars had 
sparked.  Within a few weeks I had the book almost completely 
memorized and could identify most cars on the road.  The book 
currently sits on my bookcase. The cover is gone and the pages 

are yellowed, but it is by 
far my favorite out of the 
many automotive books on 
my bookshelf.
 In 1969 our family 
moved to America.  I still 
thought about the Dino 
frequently, but I assumed 
that I would never see one 
again.  Fortunately for me, 
two years later, we were 
back in Rome visiting 
family, when my dad 
decided to go see his old 
FIAT friends.  Naturally, I was by his side.  This was the first time I 
was able to go where my dad worked, and also my first experience 
in hearing adult males greet each other using choice Italian words 
that were new to me.  I remember seeing all kinds of FIATs from 
the tiny 500 to the top of the line 130.  I recall spending a long 
time in Roberto Pozzi's office.  Roberto was one of my dad's best 
friends and had now been promoted to manager.  Somehow, my 
dad arranged for us to get a ride in a customer's Dino on the track.  
Looking back, probably not the best decision, but it was the early 
70's!  What could possibly go wrong?  I was in the right rear seat 
with a partially blocked view, but I was getting a ride in a Dino, 
on a track, and experiencing a level of excitement and happiness 
that I never felt before.  It was an oval track with banked curves.  I 
still remember the revving of the engine, and the tires squealing, 
as I was holding on feeling equal parts fear and excitement, while 
grinning with probably the biggest smile I have ever had.  My dad 
and the driver talked the whole time we were on the track, but I 
was too consumed in my exhilaration and was so busy cherishing 
the experience that I did not hear a word they said.  I will never 
forget that day in which I experienced extreme joy, comparable 
to that of the day I got married or witnessed the births of my two 
daughters.
 Back in America, my dad would occasionally work on cars for 
family and friends in our garage.  It is here that I learned about the 
birds and the bees.  I was speechless and somewhat embarrassed 
that my dad was sharing this with me, but as I got older I realized 

by Giorgio Bittoni
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that this would be one of our best memories, and another 
priceless car related experience.  Our family kept our Italian 
automotive heritage throughout the years by always having at 
least one FIAT in the garage.  You could say that we remained 
brand loyal.  My driver's license test was in a 124 wagon.  No 
blind spots on that Familiare!
 Fast forward to 2018.  Mario is now 91 years old, very 
frail and his memory is challenged.  My parents have lived 
in America for 49 years and love this country, possibly 
more than some of the locals who were born here, but still 
hold Italy close to their hearts.  One fall day, I drive up their 
driveway with a completely restored Dino Coupe that I had just 
purchased.  Mario slowly walked to the door and yelled "Oh 
my God!".  He walked out of the house forgetting his cane, 
illustrating the healing power of enthusiasm and emerging 
memories from days gone by.  Mario spent a long time staring 
at the car, mostly the engine bay, and smiling.  He did not 
say much, but the many memories with the Dino that were 
swirling in his head were clearly visible in his eyes and his 
smile.  Eventually, I helped my dad into the passenger seat 
of the Dino.  It was physically painful for him, as he had not 
been in a car this low for a long time.  I do not think he even 
noticed the pain. He spent what seemed like an eternity 
examining the wood details, gages, steering wheel, and so 
on.  I put the Dino in first gear and slowly rolled down their 
long driveway.  Mario was quiet but very attentive.  We drove 
the streets of Worthington, Ohio, while Mario smiled enjoying 

the crisp sound of the Ferrari V-6 engine.  I made sure to up-
shift through all five gears, and then downshift while double 
clutching, like he taught me as a teenager.  All he said was 
that he could not believe this moment was happening.  
 Driving the Dino is a throwback in time, which is very 
typical of cars from that era.  You will not be texting or eating 
because the Dino requires your full attention, as it should.  
For the most part it blends in with traffic, but there is always 
that car enthusiast who knows it is something unique, and is 
working hard at guessing what it is.  The Dino feels like it is in 
a time capsule, including its goofy city and country horn.  The 
driver of a Dino can select one of two horn sounds depending 
on whether driving in the city or the country.  Good luck 
finding that option today!  In its day it was a fast car, but not so 
much by current standards.  The Dino is by far the best and 
most unique driving experience of any car I have ever owned.  
As Enzo once said, hearing a finely tuned Ferrari engine is like 
attending a great opera performance.
 We drove back to the house and let the car idle a little.  
No words were exchanged except for a beautiful and 
mutual smile that did all the talking.  I tried to help him out 
of the Dino, but soon realized that he was not ready.   He 
was relishing the experience and clearly was in no hurry.  
Eventually, with help, he painfully and slowly got out of the 
Dino.  He circled the Dino a few times smiling and shaking his 
head in disbelief.  No words were needed, his expression and 
smile said it all.



 Despite our Chapter’s 
best laid plans for an 
active 2020 event season, 
COVID-19 derailed our efforts. 
Nonetheless, our intrepid 
Chapter President, Simone 
Bonino, combined 2 events this 
past Thursday - The Woodward 
Dream Cruise and Drive-In 
Movie Night.
 The Dream Cruise, now in its 26th year, is the world’s largest one 
day car event with over a million people and 40,000 classic cars. In 
past year’s our club cruised Woodward and had a BBQ afterwards. 
Our movie night involves a BBQ at club member Pietro’s one acre+ 
park like backyard followed by an outdoor drive-in movie. (Note: 
Watch for a future Ricambi article outlining Pietro’s rich history with 
Italian cars).

     This summer Simone set up a 12-mile 
cruise on Woodward and we picked up 
carryout dinners on our way to Pietro’s 
for the movie. Last year’s movie was the 
“Italian Job” (of course), while this year 
we watched “The Gumball Rally”, a 1976 
American comedy film about an illicit coast-
to-coast road race.
     We had 12 members with 8 cars in 

attendance : 6 FIAT Spiders of various vintages and 2 Alfas. As a 
bonus, two of the attendees were new members and it’s always 
nice to make new friends!  Luckily the weather cooperated for a 
perfect August evening complete with crickets and fireflies.
So even with the interesting times we’re all in, our Chapter was able 
to get together for a little driving, dinner, movie and camaraderie, 
all while staying safe & socially distant. We are looking forward to 
getting back to our normal event schedule next year.

DETROIT CHAPTER CRUISE & MOVIE NIGHT
by Jim Dimond
Photos Courtesy of Simone Bonino
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continued}From the Prez 

continued}From ABARTH DAYS 2019

Website Content Added
If you haven’t checked out our website lately, please take 
a look at www.FIATclubamerica.com .  In addition to the 
Ricambi archives (want to read or download every Ricambi 
ever created?) and registering for FreakOut 2021, we’re 
adding content for past FreakOuts which includes videos, 
pictures, the post event issue of Ricambi and the registration 
information for that year.  For example you can find content 
for FreakOut 2019 here:

Another section we’ve added is for sister car club magazines.  

 We’ll expand this as we become aware of other magazines 
that we should post.  Know of some?  Please send me an 
email and I’ll pursue.

Club Membership Benefits
As a reminder to all of us the benefits of dues paid Club 
membership include:
• Physical Ricambi (36 page color magazine) mailed to you four 
times per year
• Our annual Club calendar mailed to you
• Online access to our Ricambi archives, there are over 150 
issues available to read online and/or download spanning the 
30+ years our Club has existed
• Members only content access such as the FIAT and Lancia 
articles from VeloceToday
• Ability to attend any Club sponsored event such as our annual 
FreakOut (premier event held in different locations throughout 
the country) or FIAT On The Dragon just to name a few
• Access to our Land’s End and Cafe Press logo’d apparel stores
• And more…
 Compared to other clubs we think we’re a pretty good deal 
at $45 per year.  Our goal is to grow our Club so we can afford 
to do more fun things with/for our members.  We could literally 
double the size of our Club overnight if each member reading 
this brought a new member into our family within the next 30 
days. 
 No doubt, you our members, have fantastic ideas about 
how to improve the Club and I am eager to hear them.  As 
far as I’m concerned the suggestion box is always open.  You 
have an idea to improve some aspect of the Club, I am all ears 
all the time.  Please let me know how to improve your Club 
experience. 
 
PS – our mailing address has changed, it is now FIAT Club 
America, 99 Wall Street #1241, New York, NY 10005

of time or cost. I live for Abarth and that is the difference. 
(photos of 124 rally car)
 Through my eyes and ears and travels I can hopefully 
share my experience with those who may not be able to make 
the trip for whatever reason and I am more than happy to do 
so. You and I share the same passion so let us just tell the 
story of a great man whose memory has lived on for many 
years after his death. Carlo Abarth is a myth, a legend all over 
the world and this event showed the admiration people have 
of all ages, no matter where they came from for this man and 
the brand. Abarth did a fantastic job hosting this event and to 
top it off it was for free

 2020 has been the year of Covid and was the first year 
in many that I was unable to attend an event in Italy. For 
2021 this will change and I cannot wait to see who I meet, 
where I go and what I do all in the name of the cars we love. 
Stay well.....stay safe.....and know that I love you all! As I am 
writing this article Brett Melancon who is the backbone of this 
club and editor of Ricambi is recovering from a recent illness. 
Brett lives in my heart everyday a close friend and one of 
many that I met because of this club. I just want to personally 
thank him for all he does for this club and bringing us all 
together thru this great publication Ricambi! God bless!!



continued}FIAT Freak

happen if there’s a demand, but in my opinion, that’s likely 
to happen if government entities continue to require zero-
emissions vehicles to be sold by vehicle manufacturers.  
FIAT-Chrysler has already announced plans to invest 
heavily in electric vehicle manufacturing in its Canadian 
factories, so who knows?  Perhaps some FIAT-badged 
electric cars could come from there.
 The previous issue of RICAMBI magazine made 
quite an impression on me for a variety of reasons.  Of 
course, the magazine’s creator, Brett Melancon, did 
his usual stellar job in putting it to press.  This club is 
nothing short of blessed to have his talent shared with 
our members.  I was particularly pleased to see so many 
photographs of concorso d’eleganza award-winners in 
that previous issue.  I can’t think of anyone whose ego 
is not “stroked” when his or her car is acknowledged for 
being a noteworthy example of its type.  If an enthusiast 
is a good steward of their car, that stewardship should 
be praised and appreciated.  When concorso awards are 
presented at FreakOut, those awards are just as much 
an acknowledgement of the car’s owner as it is of the car 
itself.  Bravo amici!

 Another aspect of the previous RICAMBI issue that 
deserves recognition is the amount of editorial material 
submitted by club members, most of whom did so for the first 
time ever. I have always encouraged members to share their 
stories and photos. Grazie Mille!  I was particularly touched 
and gratified to read so many kind words of praise from those 
who, in 2020, attended FIAT FreakOut for the first time.  I’ve 
often been accused of “over-selling” the virtues of FreakOut, 
only to have the same people alter their comments after 
attending their first FFO, most saying “you weren’t kidding.”  
The atmosphere of friendship and genuine affection between 
the members of FIAT Club America is unlike any I’ve ever 
witnessed in my nearly fifty years of involvement with car 
clubs and the car enthusiast culture.  I pledge to help 
continue that atmosphere until I’m in my grave!
 As always, I encourage (plead and beg!) members to 
actively contribute to the life of our club, especially in efforts 
to hold activities in their home areas.  We need your help!  
As we head into a new year that follows a very challenging 
year passed, I wish you all the best of health, safety, and 
happiness.  I cherish this club and its wonderful members.  
Love you…love your show!
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The Club is very pleased to be able to provide over 30 years of our club magazine Ricambi online to our 
membership.  There are over 140 issues and we’ve got 100 of them online now.  It will take us a few months 
to get every issue scanned and online so please check back often as we are adding new issues each 
month…You must be logged in as a current member to access the Ricambi Archives HERE. The direct link is 
https://www.FIATclubamerica.com/ricambi-archives

Ricambi Archives
www.FIATclubamerica.com/ricambi-archives

PUBLISHED WEEKLY SINCE 2001

E X C L U S I V E 
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A U T O M O B I L E S

Hugues Vanhoolandt photo

Wow, thanks VeloceToday for 
another very insightful look at yet 
another unsung hero, Giovanni 
Savonuzzi. – N. 

Keep up the great work with 
VeloceToday. I admire the way you 
have hung in there all these years. 
It is not easy to build a successful 
online publication. – E.G. 

Thanks for a great magazine, 
always interesting and able to make 
old guys (like me) make the leap to 
digital magazines. – B.B. 

All your output is great but 
the most recent edition was 
particularly so. Many thanks for 
keeping my interest. – J.F. 

Thank you for a wonderful year of 
articles! – C.W. 

Thanks for a great magazine – can’t 
do without my regular shot! – M.J.S.  

Photographer Jonathan Sharp is 
the best thing that ever happened 
to VeloceToday! – C.M

VT ad for Le Automobili Alfa.indd   1VT ad for Le Automobili Alfa.indd   1 7/29/20   4:50 PM7/29/20   4:50 PM
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Join the fun!
Find the FIAT Club America 
Chapter nearest to you and 
join the fun today.

Alabama (chapter) 
Jonathan Woodall - Alabama@FIATclubamerica.com

Arizona (chapter)
Eric Lynn– 602-524-0053 - arizona-desert@FIATclubamerica.com

Atlanta (chapter)
John Montgomery– 770-932-2380 - Atlanta@FIATclubamerica.com

Austin TX (chapter)
Dan Book–512-391-9090 - Austin@FIATclubamerica.com

www.facebook.com/groups/FIAT500Austin

Blue Ridge VA (chapter)
OPEN - BlueridgeVA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Carolina (chapter)
Denise Burchette– (eastern) - 336-918-2200  

carolina@FIATclubamerica.com

Central PA (chapter)
Brian Benson– 540-220-1146 - CentralPA@FIATclubamerica.com 

Chicagoland (chapter) 
Tim North (President) -  630-802-2297

Chicagoland@FIATclubamerica.com

Delaware Valley PA (chapter)
Ryan Tintera -  delawarevalleyPA@FIATclubamerica.com

Detroit (chapter)
Simone Bonino (President)– 248-219-0027 

Detroit@FIATclubamerica.com

Dallas Ft Worth (chapter)
Kathy & Dane Young - dallasftworth@FIATclubamerica.com

East Tennessee (chapter)
Brett Melancon– 865-604-3271 - easttennessee@FIATclubamerica.com 

Florida (chapter)
OPEN - florida@FIATclubamerica.com

Gulf Coast TX (Houston) (chapter)
Mike Rutenberg - gulfcoastTX@FIATclubamerica.com

Indiana (chapter)
Kevin Lingbeck - 317-979-1834 - indiana@FIATclubamerica.com

Iowa (regional contact)
Mike Louviere– 319-270-1454 - iowa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Kansas City (chapter)
Chet Nachtmann - Kansascity@FIATclubamerica.com 

Long Island (chapter)
Sam Germana - longisland@FIATclubamerica.com 

Mid-Atlantic (chapter)
 Haz Neuman -  midatlantic@FIATclubamerica.com  

Mid-South - West TN (chapter)
 OPEN - midsouth-westtn@FIATclubamerica.com

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (chapter)
OPEN - wisconsin@FIATclubamerica.com

Minnesota (chapter)
Nick DeJoy– 763-331-2414 -  minnesota@FIATclubamerica.com 

Montreal (chapter)   
Robert Rosa (President) - montreal@FIATclubamerica.com

Roamin’ Chariots  MO-AR-OK-KS (chapter)
Allen Lofland– 316-371-7666 

roamingchariots@FIATclubamerica.com

New Jersey (chapter)   
Matt Ross (president) - newjersey@FIATclubamerica.com

NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND (chapter) 
Jim Custeau - northernnewengland@FIATclubamerica.com

Northeast Coast  
(CT, MA, RI, & Metro NY) (chapter)

Tim Beeble– 203-241-0761 - northeastcoast@FIATclubamerica.com

Ohio Valley (chapter)
Leslie Logan– 419-310-1556 - ohiovalley@FIATclubamerica.com 

 Ottawa Canada (chapter)
Jeff Schneider– ottawa@FIATclubamerica.com 

Pittsburgh (chapter)
Jody Farr– 724-297-3221 - pittsburgh@FIATclubamerica.com

Portland, Oregon (regional contact)
Rik Burkhart– 503-432-5186 

portlandoregon@FIATclubamerica.com 

Reno, Nevada (regional contact)
Tom Mackowiak– 775-813-3303 - renonv@FIATclubamerica.com 

Rocky Mountain CO (chapter) 
Graeme Robinson– 949-394-7919 

rockymountainco@FIATclubamerica.com

SoCal (chapter) 
Sage Ipucha – 909-477-0832 - socal@FIATclubamerica.com 

Southeast Virginia (chapter) 
Hilary Falkenberg – SEVirginia@FIATclubamerica.com

San Francisco Bay Area (regional contact)
Brookie Cobb - sanfranbayarea@FIATclubamerica.com

St. Louis, MO (regional contact) 
Eugene Krafft – stlouis@FIATclubamerica.com

Toronto (chapter)
Jerry Cucchiara– 416-496-0071 - toronto@FIATclubamerica.com

West Michigan (chapter)
Karl Mead (President) – 616-292-1512 
westmichigan@FIATclubamerica.com 

West Virginia (regional contact)
David Gladkosky–westvirginia@FIATclubamerica.com 

Western New York (chapter)
Owen Stacey– 716-496-8990 

westernnewyork@FIATclubamerica.com

Visit our new interactive chapter map at www.FIATclubAmerica.com/chapters to find one close to home.

FIATclubAmerica.com 34



Lanciana 2

a large number of Lancias’ lined up, and my eyes got 
stuck on a couple of nice Flaminia models. 
 The parts for our car were scheduled to arrive later 
during the week, so we visited on Saturday again to pick 
it up and to return our loan car.  Upon arrival we found 
that the parts arrived late Friday and that the car would 
be ready on Monday instead! Joop, the owner had to 
leave that day, but his nephew was there to inform us of 
the status of the repair and show us more Lancias. One 
of the cars was sold to somebody in California so I gave 
him a Business card from the American Lancia Club, to 
send with the car.  A day later we finally had everything 
sorted out, and our Europe trip could continue. The 
first day only making it partly toward Sweden before 
we decided to call it a day. Next day we had no 
problems and reached Sweden via the bridge between 
Copenhagen and Malmo. We were greeted in Sweden 
by female police officers with alcohol testers in hand! It 
was smart of us not to have a beer or glass of wine on 
the boat earlier! The restrictions for alcohol levels (0.02) 
beat even the strict limits in California. An hour later we 
were safely at our destination in Helsingborg. We stayed 
in Helsingborg for a couple of days helping my 93-year-
old mother with a variety of things. We now only had a 
couple of days left before catching our flight back to the 

U.S., so we drove back to   Munich. After an overnight 
stop south of Hamburg we had a nice second day trip 
with a late dinner at the historic city of Lauf an der 
Pegnitz before arriving in Munich.
 We covered a total of 7622Km or around 4700 miles 
during the trip. The wheel bearings and the distributor 
points were the only issues!                                                                                                                                           
We took a day to clean up the car and to check the 
storage where the car is kept till our next use.    
 We are now starting to plan our next European 
adventure!!



1 Lanciana

Part 2  “Europe Travels 2019 in a1972 Fulvia Sport 1.3”



been a restaurant that she visited in the seventies. 
The guest terrace with a great view of the Monte Carlo 
Bay was beautiful. At the time a large boat builder 
convention took place, so the harbor was full, and ships 
were anchored in the bay.
 Barbara wanted to show me one of the great dinner 
spots that she remembered. We started the climb 
through the narrow alleys looking for the “Grotto” 
restaurant. As we kept going all of a sudden, she 
recognized a small door that actually was the entrance 
to the old restaurant, and it was open! The food was, 
as most of the time in Italy very good. The restaurant 
was originally a stable and the owner told us that he 
bought the restaurant from the original restaurant 
owner, but now he was getting older and ready to let go 
of the restaurant. There was no option but to carry all 
the supplies there and it was not getting easier growing 
older. After dinner we found our way back to the hotel 
and enjoyed the rest of the evening.

 Day two in Roquebrune was another trip to areas 
Barbara remembered from the past, we went through 
Monte Carlo and got a chance to drive on some streets 
used for the F1 Grand Prix. Parking was impossible so 
we kept going toward Nice and St. Paul de Vence the 
destination Barbara had picked, an historic town for 
artists. Barbara found an interesting artist there and 
got some nice art to bring home. There were also other 
shops to investigate. I took a chance and found a coffee 
shop and enjoyed myself overlooking the place.
After a short drive we stopped at the historic town center 
of St. Paul where the lunch was a welcome treat.
 By now the wheel bearings started to make noise 
so we cancelled our planned trip to Fobello and went 
directly towards The Netherlands. On the highway we 
were able to cruise in a speed that was balancing the 
suspension and we reached Auxerre without problems. 
There we were able to find a hotel and across the river 
was the old town with some nice restaurants. It was 
Saturday so we had to try a couple of places before 
finding an available table.   
 Next morning after inspecting the car I realized that 
the vibrations had also messed with our brakes and we 
needed to top off the brake fluid as well as the engine 
oil. It was Sunday and we took smaller roads hoping to 
pass a city large enough to have an open gas station 
or supermarket. Luck was on our side and we found a 
supermarket open with automotive supplies. After filling 
up fluids where needed and fuel at the adjacent Gas 
station we went back on the road. Without stopping for 
anything but fuel we made the trip through Belgium to 
our friends outside Haarlem without any other issues 
besides the noise from the wheel bearings. Next 
morning our friend took me over to a hardware store to 
get a jack and lug wrench! None of which came with the 
car when we bought it! Armed with tools I got the front 
of the car up in the air to find both wheels with massive 
play. With a hammer and screwdriver, I was able to 
tighten the lock nuts enough to feel comfortable driving 
to a garage to have the problem solved. Contacted one 
of the participants from the rally, Joop Stolze who had 
promised us that he would be happy to help if needed 
with any repairs. After a call we were on our way to his 
shop in De Lier, about an hour south of where we were 
staying. Arriving at his business we were surprised to 
find a large building full of all kind of classic cars which 
were for sale. We dropped our car off and were offered 
to use one of his cars while waiting for our car to be 
ready. During our visit we walked around inspecting 

continued on next page*
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Part 2  “Europe Travels 2019 in a1972 Fulvia Sport 1.3” Our Travels started with a flight from Sacramento CA to Munich Germany, where our car was waiting.
Story and pictures by Barbara and Leif Neuman

 After leaving the ferry in Ancona and the rest of the 
group from the rally, we headed towards Arezzo where 
we had booked room for a couple of nights. We were 
greeted in front of the hotel and were showed to our 
room. The hotel was a remodeled barn with tremendous 
character.
 Next morning, we took our time before visiting the old 
part of Arezzo to have lunch.  We took a walk around, 
and found a quaint corner café. After lunch we took a 
walk around the Piazza and met two of the guys from 
the rally who came up and said hallo, it is a small world 
after all! 
 The next day, we started the trip north with a planned 
stop in Genoa to pick up some Fulvia parts. After that, 
we headed towards Roquebrune (which is a mile and 
a half from Monaco) where we had reservations. When 
we got to the hotel Barbara noticed that the hotel looked 
familiar and remembered that, in earlier days it had 

9 Lanciana
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ALC West Coast Reunion, 2021 
Registration Form 

 
Please return to:            

Eric Lynn 

2709 E. Montecito Ave. 

Phoenix AZ 85016 

Paypal elynn1@cox.net 

Zelle (602) 524-0053 

 

ATTENDEE CONTACT: CAR INFORMATION 
NAME: Make: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

HOME PHONE: Model: 

CELL PHONE:  

ADDRESS: Year: 

  

ATTENDEES SIZE: CIRCLE PREFERENCE 

NAME 1: 
        Men:   S      M       L       XL    

  Women:   S      M       L       XL   

NAME 2: 
        Men:   S      M       L       XL    

  Women:   S      M       L       XL   

COST: $ 125.00 X                 TOTAL: 
$: 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST AND LUNCH, SUN-
DAY BREAKFAST  

DINNER PREFERENCES, IN-
CLUDED PER PERSON 

FOR DINNER ONLY CALL ERIC 

SATURDAY DINNER; FIRST COURSE:  ANTIPASTO 

                                                                                                                                                           
______ea. 

Second course;  Salad 
                                                                                                                             

______ea. 

THIRD COURSE;  PIZZA OR PASTA 

                                                                                                                                                                                  
______EA. 

Fourth course;  Dessert 

                                                                                                 
______ea.                                 

FIFTH OPTION;  WINE (2 GLASSES) 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
______EA. 

Note vegetarian please                  ______ea 
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For those of you planning to attend this Reunion
Please make reservationsnowwith St. Michaels Hotel at
928-776-1999be sure to mention American Lancia Club 
to get the discount.

Friday:  Arrival & Welcome. 
Saturday:  Glorious drives. 
Saturday eve: An authentic Italian dinner.
Saturday  After Party: Famous Prescott   
   downtown with music.
Sunday:   Concours, short drive & Farewells,   
   and a Raffle! - (Raffle Tickets given   
   to each paid attendee). After tour to
    commence after the Concours for   
   those registered for that.
Accommodations:  Hotel St. Michael 
   205 W. Gurley St. 
   Prescott AZ 86301

 This is a historic classic hotel built in 1901 with shops and 
art galleries in the building.Rooms are discounted for our 
group.Room rate includes an awesome breakfast, and hi-
speed internet (Woo hoo).Check-in is at 3:00pm.Optionally, for 
those wishing to arrive one or two days early or stay one or two 
nights longer the same rates apply.
 Group block name-ALC Reunion or “American Lancia 
Club” Guests will need to refer to this name when calling the 
Hotel to book a room. These rooms are not available to rent on 
line. Guests can call the Hotel at 928-776-1999 or email the 
front desk at-hsmfrontdesk@cableone.net

Rooms and rates- The rates below are before tax and are per 
night and reflect the 10% discount.

2021 American Lancia Club West Coast Reunion
“HIGH DESERT REUNION”
April 16 –18– Prescott, AZ
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Group 1 – 4-door Sedans
1st place - Chuck Schoendorf’s 1938 Aprilia
2nd place – Richard Lynn’s 1962 Appia

Group 2 – 2-door Coupes
1st place  - James Steerman’s 1958 Aurelia GT
2nd place – Dan Goldman’s Flavia Coupe

Group 3 – Convertibles
1st place  - Dave Adam’s 1963 Flaminia
2nd place – Steven Weinkranz’s 1967 Flaminia

 Both the Ladies’ Choice and the Gentlemen’s Choice 
were won by Chuck Schoendorf’s beautiful 
Aprilia.
 Unfortunately, some potential winners had to leave 
early, had they been able to stay the choices would have 
been even more difficult, especially with a couple of 
lovely Fulvias and with Mark Everett’s pristine 1993 Delta 
Integrale Evo in the field.
 Sadly, it was time to say our Farewells.  But wait, there 
was also good news:  Steven Weinkranz had been forced 
to load his beautiful Flaminia Convertible on a flatbed as 
he neared Scranton on Friday since it refused to start.
During the weekend this problem was the focus of much 
attention as several mechanically talented members 
pitched in to help solve it.Kurt Longeron, a new member, 
worked long hours Saturday & Sunday with others to 
identify the cause that turned out to require multifaceted 
solutions including a frayed wire to the distributor – the 
final fix.
 Finally, as prizes were awarded to the Concours 
winners on Sunday the engine roared to life and Steven 
& Allison were able to drive home without incident.A 
good example of the spirit of the ALC.
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roads.  Time for a break.  Although it was drizzling a little 
as we drove to Dan Gardner’s house in Moscow for the 
ALC Reunion Dinner, this didn’t dampen our spirits as 
the best was yet to come.  Dan and Donna’s Home was 
built in 1859 by Dan’s great-great grandfather.  
 A few years ago, they completed a full restoration and 
modernization while following the original architecture 
and using original structures where possible.  It was a 
pleasure to see the results and admire the antiques as 
Donna showed us around.  They were prepared for the weather and we dined 

on a wonderful Italian meal under a large white tent.  
The precipitation fortunately ended and we were able 
to comfortably inspect the two garages full of cars and 
automobilia that Dan had collected during a lifetime as 
an automobile enthusiast and amateur race driver.  The 
high point for Lancia fans was his Appia Zagato that he 
has raced in several vintage meets.  We were all very 
reluctant to leave the Gardner’s wonderful hospitality.
 Sunday Morning we held the Peoples Choice 
Concours in the Train Shed parking area.    There were 
so many beautiful Lancias at this event, from 1938 
to 1993, that Concours voting was very difficult.  This 
year, the Concours Committee decided to change the 
categories to body types (4-door sedans, 2-door coupes, 
convertibles) regardless of years and models.  The 
results were as follows:
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 Next stop was a Buffet Lunch in Tunkhannock 
prepared by Brandy Lynn at the Lynn’s new home on the 
Susquehanna River.  There were 55 people and more than 
18 Lancia's plus an Alfa Spider, a Corvette, and a MGB 
coupe on the tour, not to mention the four Lancia's we 
saw in various stages of restoration and the two beautiful 
examples at the last collection we visited in Dunmore.

 Following lunch, we headed south to Pittston, west 
and south of Scranton, to visit Tim Marinos at his 
restoration shop, Vintage Autocraft.  Tim has been active 
in restoring beautiful classic show cars for over 30 

years in several parts of the United States and Europe.  
Recently he moved his equipment from Tennessee to 
his present location in Pennsylvania where the climate 
is more suitable for his family.  He and his team have 
done restoration work on concours winners at Pebble 
Beach and Amelia Island.  He is highly regarded in his 
profession.  Among his many repeat customers are 
Ralph Lauren and Paul Russell.  Tim gave us a tour of his 
13,000 sq. ft. workshop where we were pleased to find 
the stripped and primed body of a Flaminia Super Sport 
Zagato undergoing a full restoration.   
 Several sports and racing cars as well as a Bugatti were 
also being restored.  Tim took time to answer hundreds of 
questions and tell us some of his experiences. 

 Next we traveled east along the southern border of 
Scranton to Dunmore to visit a Fabulous Collection owned 
by Donald Bernstein, a local businessman.  The hands-
on curator of the collection is Matt Goist who explained 
the origin of each vehicle. This collection includes two 
Lancias - a 1937 Belna (Augusta built in France) which is 
fitted with a retractable hardtop and the black Aurelia B24 
Spider previously owned by ALC past President, Armand 
Giglio.  But there were many other marvels including two 
rare Cunningham's, and excellent examples of Bugatti, 
Jaguar, Talbot, FIAT, Lincoln, Cadillac, Packard, Chrysler, 
Stutz, and many others.  
 It was only a short drive from Dunmore to the Hotel.  
We had circled the City of Scranton for a total distance 
of over 130 miles mostly on two-lane, curvy mountain 
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 American Lancia Club members gathered at the 
Radisson Lackawanna Railway Hotel in Scranton, PA on 
Friday afternoon.  This Hotel was built in 1908 as a train 
station hotel and office building to serve as a showpiece 
for the Delaware. Lackawanna and Western Railroad.  
Though the last train left the station in 1970, all the 
luxurious marble walls, Tiffany stained glass ceiling and 
unique tile murals in the French Renaissance style were 
preserved as original.  The hotel was renovated in the 
1980’s and the infrastructure further modernized in 
2006.  

 Our Lancias had the luxury of sleeping in a covered 
exclusive parking area that used to be a train shed.
 Friday evening, we enjoyed a wine party and an 
excellent meal at POSH @ The Scranton Club near the 
Hotel.  This elegant restaurant certainly lived up to the 
name.

 Saturday morning was an early departure as we had 
a full itinerary. The plan was to circumnavigate the City 
of Scranton visiting two Automobile collections, one 1st 
class Classic Car Restoration Shop and fit in a Buffet 
lLunch in about 8 hours.  So, after a quick meeting in 
the Lobby, we started our drive to the east and north.  
There were some curvy mountain roads included but 
nothing that the Lancias (and other interesting cars) 
couldn’t handle.  The Appia Berlina driven by Eric Lynn 
and Kurt Longeron ran out of gas very early in the drive 
and delayed their arrival at the 1st stop (it could happen 
to anybody}.
 We stopped first at Cranker’s Collection of Mechanical 
Marvels  in Honesdale which displays not only an electic 
collection of around 100 antique and classic vehicles 
but also a fine collection of operational mechanical 
musical instruments – player pianos,  calliopes, 
mechanical orchestras etc. from the early 20th century.  
Charlie Schaefer (new member restoring a Beta Zagato 
in Honesdale) guided the tour and activated the 
mechanical music.

2019 American Lancia 
Club East Coast Reunion
September 13th-15th
Submitted by: Richard Lynn
Vice President East
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 When the "revised" ALC West Coast reunion was 
cancelled in October due to COVID, members must have 
been quite eager to get those Lancia automobiles back on 
the road...apparently, as several day tours were planned 
at five locations throughout California, Pennsylvania and 
Arizona. Paul and I were members of the "eager to drive" 
Lancia and FIAT owners, who joined Leif and Barbara 
Neuman in a tour through the Sierra Foothills. Leif and 
Barbara were driving their Fulvia Coupe', Paul and Vicki 
drove the Aurelia Convertible, John Hafkenschiel, ( a 
long time Lancia owner and member) was in his FIAT 
X1/9 Roadster, and Don and Valerie Sawhill (Lancia club 
members and hopefully Lancia owners in the future) were 
driving their FIAT 500 Abarth.
 It was the perfect day for a leisurely drive through the 
winding roads that included lovely oak lined foothills, 
cattle, horses, goats, chicken, creeks, a steep grade as 
well as old farmhouses and ranch estates to admire. There 
is nothing better than to be driving these magnificent 
machines, especially in an open car, under blue skies 
with wispy clouds occasionally shading the sun, after 
weeks of horrific gray, and unhealthy air quality from the 
surrounding California fires in Northern California. 

Drive your Lancia Day 
October 10, 2020
Submitted by: Vicki and Paul Tullius
The Sacramento region tour, arranged by 
ALC President Leif Neuman

The one and a half hour drive took us through the areas of Newcastle, Penryn, Auburn and Gold 
Hill. We ended the tour at the beautiful "Chateau De Neuman" in the amazingly beautiful wine 
region of Lincoln where a fabulous lunch prepared by Barbara awaited us. A special treat for all 
was the unveiling of a gorgeous 1st series Flaminia Sport recently purchased and shipped from 
Europe to the Neuman's home in California.

We are eager for this beautiful addition to the Neuman Collection to be with 
us soon on future events. Thank you Barbara and Leif. We look forward to 
our next rally and gathering with our Lancia friends... and we hope that will 
be in the not-so-distant future.
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ALC 1956—2020 

The American Lancia Club was 
funded in 1956 by Hayden Shepley 
in Boston. In 1971 it was incorpo-
rated in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

The purpose of the club at the 
time and to this day are: 

1. Promote fellowship between 
Lancia owners and enthusi-
asts. 

2. To encourage the preserva-
tion of Lancia motor cars. 

3. To encourage the exchange 
of technical and parts infor-
mation. 

4. To organize meets and reun-
ions on regional, national 
and international levels. 

5. To distribute publications on 
a regular basis and to pub-
lish a roster of members, 
their addresses and cars. 

6. To make available badges 
and other items with the club 
or factory emblems 

7. To preserve and disseminate 
historical information on 
Lancia cars. 

    

President’s, on the road 

Christmas season is here and it is time to start planning for the coming year.  This spring 
we should hopefully see some less restrictive rules so we can do our drives and events as in 
the past. We have the West Coast Reunion scheduled for April 16—18 –2021 (see invita-
tion in this issue)  Start plan your participation and get your cars ready for a restart of the 
car group gatherings so we can forget the past year and focus on all the fun we will have in 
2021! 

Chiao, 

Leif Neuman  
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