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 Traci Sincock currently serves as the Supervisor of Maybury State 

Park, Northville’s 944 acre day use park operated by the Michigan De-

partment of Natural Resources. During her 26 year career with the 

Northville Parks and Recreation Department, Traci managed the largest 

park development growth in Northville’s history, including construction 

of 9 parks and the renovation of three community center buildings.  Up-

on retiring from the city and township in 2010, Traci served 5 ½ years 

at the Northville Chamber of Commerce as Associate Director, manag-

ing festivals, chamber events and providing support to the business 

members.  

 Traci returned to her parks and recreation roots in 2016 when she 

joined the DNR.  Known for her love of collaboration, partnerships and 

community involvement, Traci remains an active member of the North-

ville Rotary Club and will serve as Rotary District 6400 Governor in 

2022-23. 

Submitted by Rhonda York 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR 

WEBSITES:  

https://www.aauwmi.org/
https://www.aauw.org
https://aauwnn.org/
mailto:pdomin@hotmail.com
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President’s Message 

Jane Hecker 

jhecker101@gmail.com 

THIS IS US  

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO  

 STARTING 45 YEARS AGO 

 Amazing! The vaccine is around! The new President is inaugurated! Today 

(1/21) was sunny all day! Actually it is a little lighter longer each day. Life is 

GOOD! 

 So, why do I jump to the statistics I want to share with you? So we never 

forget that we have a mission to empower women and girls for a bigger and bet-

ter life, and the reasons are ever more present today. The information I’m sharing 

today came from our Michigan State President’s comments during our January 

meeting. The sources are aauw.org and the Michigan Women’s Law Center. The 

preface to all of this is how COVID-19 and the resulting pandemic have especial-

ly affected women. Read on: 

 Women have been disproportionately affected by furloughs and unemploy-

ment during the pandemic, largely because so many hold jobs in the indus-

tries that have shrunk amidst the pandemic 

 54% of low-wage workers are women 

 Part-time workers are predominantly women, often without basic employee 

benefits 

 2/3 of women of color in Michigan have either lost their jobs or faced re-

duced work hours because of COVID 

 80% of black mothers are the sole, co- or primary breadwinners for their 

households 

 One-third of single mothers are living below the poverty line 

 The nation’s lack of paid sick and family leave is endangering both the phys-

ical and economic wellbeing of countless American families 

 Retired women are twice as likely as men to be living at or below the poverty 

line 

 Women’s average retirement income is only 70% of men’s retirement in-

come 

 The challenges of caretaking – exacerbated by virtual schooling, closed day-

care centers and isolated seniors – have taken a significant toll on women’s 

careers 

 With women still shouldering the bulk of domestic responsibilities, many 

have no other option but to reduce their work hours, put off advancement 

opportunities or quit their jobs altogether 

 2/3 of student loan debt is held by women 

 College graduates in the class of 2020 face record unemployment, a student 

debt crisis and the gender pay gap  

 So, at this point we can keep this in mind as we consider our place and role 

in it all. Stay informed and do what you can – it is important for you and for all 

of us. Please do not hesitate to share any ideas of how we as an organization can 

offer our time and talents to help make a difference. It matters!  

NORTHVILLE-NOVI (MI) 
https://aauwnn.org/  

 

 President 
Jane Hecker 

(734) 276-6160 

jhecker101@gmail.com 
 

Vice President Programs 

Patty Domin 

(248) 514-0363 

pdomin@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President 

Membership/Diversity 

Corinne Vincent 

(248) 349-2932 

vincorinn@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary 
Mary Arnold 

(248) 773-5055 

maryasherarnold@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Joyce Murdock 

(734) 207-1942 

jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com 
 

Communication Chair 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

(734) 306-3991 

info@aauwnn.org 
 

Editor 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

(734) 306-3991 

info@aauwnn.org 
 

AAUW Mission 

The AAUW MISSION is to advance 

gender equality for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, and 

research. 
 

AAUW Diversity Statement 

AAUW values and seeks an inclusive 

membership, workforce, leadership 

teams and board of directors. There 

shall be no barriers to full participa-

tion in this organization on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, 

gender identity, geographical location, 

national origin, race, religious beliefs, 

sexual orientation, and socioeconomic 

basis. 

Update is published monthly, August 

through May, for the members and 

friends of the American Association of 

University Women Northville-Novi  

(MI)  

mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
https://aauwnn.org/
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:pdomin@hotmail.com
mailto:vincorinn@yahoo.com
mailto:vincorinn@yahoo.com
mailto:maryasherarnold@gmail.com
mailto:jgmurdock12051942@wowway.com
mailto:info@aauwn.org
mailto:info@aauwn.org
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CELEBRATE OUR SUCCESS OF 45  YEARS 
 

 In commemoration of our 45th anniversary, let’s take pride in reflecting on our recent successes as 

we stood together in the face of a raging pandemic. We overcame the obstacle of in-person meetings by 

transitioning to virtual gatherings where our enrichment programs have remained true to our mission of 

empowering women, supporting women entrepreneurs and promoting diversity: 

 

September: Mary Pollock, Government Relations Coordinator of AAUW Michigan, spoke on public 

policy issues impacting women. 

October:    Tracy Nichols Busch, PhD, professor of women’s studies and founder of the Ferris Muse-

um of Sexist Objects at Ferris State University, revealed the ugly side of female suppres-

sion, demonstrating what women have overcome and challenges they still face. 

November: Successful entrepreneur Rachel Liu Martindale, founder and owner of Milk and Honey 

Bakery in Ann Arbor, led members in a scone bake-a-long and shared her philanthropic 

and community giving.  

December: Talented members Patty Domin and Val Gagnon hosted a gala holiday event, demonstrat-

ing gift wrapping and making holiday appetizers and beverages. 

January:   Carrie Cook, certified yoga instructor, led members in chair stretching exercises, which 

can be integrated easily into a home-based workout routine. 

  

 An exciting benefit of going virtual has been attracting new members 

from out of state, with great potential to broaden our scope to empowered 

women across the nation. Do you know potential members from other 

states who might like to join us? 

 In the last fiscal year (just before and after the pandemic), although we 

haven’t been able to fundraise, careful budgeting has allowed us to contin-

ue many of our key activities and make total contributions of $7,000 to 

scholarships, endowments, local education projects, and “Remember the 

Ladies” with a donation made to the K-4 media centers to purchase materi-

als about historical women achievers. We also contributed $350 to the 

AAUW Greatest Needs Fund Named Honoree. 

 Plans are being made now to continue as many of these giving activities as possible in 2021 with 

your help by finding ways to work around the pandemic. For example, as we did in 2020, we will award 

two scholarships of $1,000 each to both Northville and Novi High Schools this spring. Both schools are 

working with us to make this process virtual.  We are committed to send participants from both 

Schoolcraft College and Oakland Community College to the 2021 National Conference for College 

Women Student Leaders. Again, this event will be virtual. 

 Ongoing success in our mission to empower women through such a difficult time is empowering for 

us and truly something to celebrate.  
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VP Programs 

Patty Domin 

pdomin@hotmail.com 

WINTER MEETINGS 2021 
  
 Due to Covid, our February 9, and March 9 meetings will be held via 

Zoom starting at 11:30 AM with lunch. See Page 1 for details. 

 Ordering lunch from your local eateries will offer much needed sup-

port! Many restaurants use DoorDash, GrubHub or offer delivery for a 

nominal fee. Let's support our local communities and "eat out" for our win-

ter meetings! 

 

 Owing to the overwhelming response to our January meeting, Carrie is 

offering an on-going group class. 

Chair Yoga with Carrie 

Every Monday 10:00-10:45 AM  via ZOOM 

$5 per class, payable monthly, ongoing 

 Chair Yoga with Carrie focuses on simple yoga stretching and move-

ment work done on a sturdy chair. The class is designed for participants to 

move at their own pace and comfort level, with modifications given to help encourage continued pro-

gress. 

 This class also includes breathing and relaxation exercises designed to reduce stress, promote deep 

breathing and help us live a more healthy, centered life. 

 If you are interested in joining the class, contact Carrie Cook at carrielynnmcd@hotmail.com or 

call 614-354-6524 for information on payment arrangements. 

 For any other questions contact Patty Domin. 

Public Policy 

Karen Zyczynski 

zyczynski2002@aol.com 
 

MAKING OUR ACTION NETWORK STRONGER 

 
 If we do not have a seat at the table or make our voices heard whenev-

er possible, we can have little expectation our issues will be addressed by 

those making the decisions. Equal pay, education opportunities, and eco-

nomic security are all areas where women are often disadvantaged. If you 

are not already a two-minute activist, I am asking you to sign up today. 

 

 The cornerstone of AAUW’s advocacy efforts, Action Network, sends out urgent email notices to 

member participants when their advocacy is needed. With the two-minute activist tool, it takes literally 

only two minutes to contact your legislator and make your voice heard.  AAUW provides you with the 

necessary information to forward to your legislator. Anyone with an email address can sign up by visit-

ing https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/. If you would prefer to send a text message, text 

“AAUW” to phone number 21333.   

mailto:pdomin@hotmail.com
mailto:carrielynnmcd@hotmail.com
mailto:zyczynski2002@aol.com
https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/
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Membership/Diversity 

Corinne Vincent 

vincorinn@yahoo.com 

 

WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE... 
 
 Do AAUWNN Women back off when a pandemic strikes? You 

be the judge! 

Jeri Johnson, Northville DDA Marketing & Communication Director works non-stop on 

“Heat in the Street,” a collaborative effort to keep restaurants and businesses alive. Take a 

walk down Main St!!! 

Gwen Markham won Oakland County Commissioner re-election. 

June Marshall Smith left Novi United Methodist Church Pastor and Novi Police Chap-

lain posts for North Carolina retirement but remains an active AAUWNN member thanks 

to Zoom. 

Charlotte Neuhauser and Marcia Horngren stayed intellectually challenged with the 

Chautauqua lecture series. 

Marlyne Musleh flew safely back home after several months of unplanned, extended 

family visit abroad, suffered family sorrow and now her 2nd career… Realtor with North-

ville Century 21… has fired up as pent up demand for home sales surge. 

Susan Schanne, Karen Olson and Nanci Olgren each wrote about valued family experi-

ences and memories for a “Home for the Holidays” series of Northville First United 

Methodist Church. 

Karen Zyczynski became Public Policy Chair of AAUWN Michigan. 

Landia Eadeh mastered juggling...school teacher in a pandemic, 1st time grand mother-

hood and helper at her hubby’s CPA firm - one of AAUWNN’s sponsors. 

 

 Other members, who probably prefer to remain unnamed, have survived scary illness 

and surgery to be strong and recovered. Others have felt irreparable grief. 

 Some have learned more than they thought they needed to know about Cyber Attack 

terminology via Great Decision interest group. Or bake scones together with a young Ann 

Arbor Milk & Honey entrepreneur. 

 Most recently some of us have learned that meeting together on 

Monday morning to stretch out muscles and deep breath with Carrie 

is a great way to destress for an active, productive week ahead. 

 So how are we doing?? 

mailto:vincorinn@yahoo.com
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Communications 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

info@aauwnn.org      
JUST A FEW THOUGHTS: 

 The monthly newsletter and email blasts will be sent to you from info@aauwnn.org. 

 Articles and other information to be included in the newsletter, website and/or Face-

book and the contents of any email blast are to be emailed to info@aauwnn.org. 

 If you are having difficulty with setting up your Zoom and accessing our monthly meet-

ing, please email Mary Ann at info@aauwnn.org. Someone will contact you to work 

with you one-on-one to get your Zoom going 

A Tip for “More Engaging” Zoom meetings!  

 Please mute your microphone when you are not talking. Ringing phones, TV’s in other rooms, etc. 

are picked up by your mic and can be distracting to others at the meeting.   

  

Education and Legal Advocacy Funds 

Marcia Horngren 

marcia.horngren@gmail.com 

 The Scholarship Committee is planning to offer scholarships 

to students of Northville and Novi High Schools for the graduating 

class of 2021.  

BOARD MEETING TIDBITS 
 
January 25, 2021 Board Highlights 

 Once again AAUW National has proposed a bylaws amendment to elim-

inate the degree requirement for membership.  The intent is for the or-

ganization to be more inclusive and to build capacity.  More information 

and discussion will be coming. See page 7 for more details. 

  AAUWMI has established March 24, 2021 as Equal Pay Day. 

 National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) scheduled May 25 – 26, 

2021. Due to COVID, NCCWSL will be virtual this year. See page 7 for more details. 

 Both Novi and Northville High Schools will go forward with the AAUWNN scholarship program 

in 2021. 

 Everyone is invited to the Tuesday, February 23rd Great Decisions virtual meeting.  The topic is 

Supreme Court Equity. 

 The Michigan Fashion Designer Showcase Luncheon III, will be replaced by the 45th Anniversary 

Challenge, a Pledge of Choice.  Additional information will be available in the months ahead. 

mailto:info@aauwnn.org
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
mailto:info@aauwnn.org
https://plymouthcanton-mi.aauw.net/play/play-more/
mailto:marcia.horngren@gmail.com
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STATE PRESIDENT’S QUARTERLY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 The proposed by-laws eliminating the degree requirement change coming from AAUW National this 

spring was discussed emphasizing they are sending a clear message about why this change is ESSENTIAL 

for AAUW to moving forward: 

 

 Will help create more equity and diversity in organization 

 Young professionals and millennials see us as an exclusive  and non-diverse group and hesitate to join 

 AAUW nationally is losing sponsorships and grant opportunities  

 Many young professionals now do not get degrees and opt to become entrepreneurs, community activ-

ists, etc.  

 Proposed change will bring us in line with our overarching commitment to empower women and girls 

by providing equity, opportunity, diversity and a voice for all women to be heard.  

 

**More information will be coming from national and our branch in the next couple of months ahead of the 

voting 4/7-5/17. Comments period ends 2/5/2021. To add your comments click on this link election page 

on the AAUW website, and scroll down until you see the “Bylaws Amendment on Open Membership” and 

the blue box saying “COMMENT NOW” in the middle of the page.  

 

 Some discussion centered on donations to AAUW National to the “Greatest Needs Fund.” We contrib-

ute each year to this fund in honor of our “Named Honoree” in the spring. The fund was established to al-

low National to be able to direct donations to areas of need such as NCCWSL.  – shared by Patty Domin 

who attended the meeting on Jane Hecker’s behalf.  

 

 Jan Van Gasse’s (our state president) brother passed away Wednesday morning from complications of 

COVID-19 and Alzheimer’s. Our condolences to Jan and her family.  

 

National Conference for College Women Student Leaders  - NCCWSL 
Contact  Marcia Horngren at marcia.horngren@gmail.com  for additional information. 

 

It is vitual this year on these dates: 5/25-5/26 

Applications are in the AAUW national site 

Early Bird registration and Scholarship Applications 

1/15-2/28  $95 

Regular Registration 

3/1-5/21  $125 

Plymouth-Canton Branch is presenting Peter Pan—a virtual 

production. 

Information can be found at this link:  

https://plymouthcanton-mi.aauw.net/play/play-more/        

https://click.everyaction.com/k/23752731/268565736/-1079078354?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjE4ZDljZTMxLWQ2NTUtZWIxMS1hNjA3LTAwMTU1ZDQzYzk5MiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFyeWF
https://click.everyaction.com/k/23752731/268565736/-1079078354?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjE4ZDljZTMxLWQ2NTUtZWIxMS1hNjA3LTAwMTU1ZDQzYzk5MiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibWFyeWF
mailto:marcia.horngren@gmail.com
https://plymouthcanton-mi.aauw.net/play/play-more/
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GREAT DECISIONS MIDWINTER BOOK EVENT - You are invited!  
 

We invite you to join us for our midwinter book event coming in February 2021. We will read and dis-

cuss this book Zoom meeting at 1:30 PM. 

 

February 16 - “Supreme Inequality: The Supreme Court’s Fifty Year Battle for a More 

Unjust America” by Adam Cohen. Hardcover, 442 Pages. 2020 

 “Cohen’s sweeping review is impressive and necessary... Supreme Inequality makes 

an important contribution to our understanding of both the Supreme Court and the law 

of poverty.” —- New York Times Book Review 

 

Contact Joan Cotton at joancotton@hotmail.com to participate and for additional infor-

mation. 

 This warm discussion on a cold winter day is open to all branch members. 

 

$$$ PASSIVE FUNDRAISING $$$ 
 

Shopping, it’s what we all do well, several 

times a week. We visit Kroger for food and 

gasoline, browse the treasures of Amazon in 

our pajamas, and purchase  AAUWNN spirit 

clothing from Big Frog. You can EASILY add 

to the coffers of AAUW/NN by signing up with these three companies. A portion of 

your purchase will go directly into our account. You do not have to do a thing but 

shop! You know how to do that, don’t you??? Sign up now! 
 
KROGER  

Sign up for the Kroger Community Rewards Program to help AAUWNN achieve its financial goals! Go 

online to https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards. Sign in using your email address 

and designate American Association of University Women Northville/Novi as the recipient of your rewards. 

If you do not already have a Kroger Plus Card, you will be issued one. 
   
AMAZON 

Sign up to help AAUWNN in this silent fundraiser. Attach AAUWNN to your Amazon 

purchases by following the link on our website. You must search for our name exactly 

as shown below: 

American Assoc of University Women Northville Novi Branch Inc 

 

BIG FROG 

Sign up from the homepage of our website: https://aauwnn.org/ . Scroll down to Spirit Wear and click to be 

linked to Big Frog, Novi. 

mailto:joancotton@hotmail.com
https://www.kroger.com/o/store-services/community-rewards
https://aauwnn.org/
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Movie Goers 

Rhonda York, Contact 
  

 Since the theaters are still closed 

and no other arrangements have been 

made to gather for video streamed 

movies, the Movie Goers will not meet 

until further notice. Watch for updates 

as they occur.  
.  

Bridge Group 

Marian Brockie, Contact    
                                                   
 There are no meetings 

planned for the Bridge players at 

this time.  Watch for further infor-

mation as the quarantine and dis-

tancing requirements are updated.  

Great Decisions     

Joan Cotton/Contact 

 

 Great Decisions 

will  meet Tuesday, 

February 16, 2021 at 

1:30 PM on Zoom. 

The book discussed is “Supreme Inequality: The 

Supreme Court’s Fifty Year Battle for a More Un-

just America” by Adam Cohen.  

See page 8 for additional information. All members 

are welcome. Contact Joan at joancot-

ton@hotmail.com for more information.  

Restaurant Rovers 

Joyce Murdock, Contact 
 

 The Restaurant Rovers 

will not be meeting in Febru-

ary.  We will re-evaluate the 

situation at a later date.. 

Fabulous Foodies 

Susan Schanne, Contact 
 

 Foodies has cancelled all gatherings for the 

near future. Watch for further updates as they 

occur. 

Mah Jongg 

Jane Hecker, Contact 

 

 The group is not meet-

ing at this time. Future plans 

will be made as quarantine 

and distancing requirements 

are updated. Please contact Jane at jheck-

er101@gmail.com or one of the Mah players 

for more information.  

Daytime Book Group 

Marian Brockie, Contact 

 

 January’s meeting will 

be Friday, February 12, 

2021 at 10:00 AM on 

Zoom. The book discussed 

will be “A Paradise Built in 

Hell - The Extraordinary 

Communities That Arise in 

Disaster” by Rebecca Solni. 

Discussion lead by Jan Wilhelm. For more in-

formation on joining contact Marian Brockie at 

mbrockie@umich.edu. 

Evening Book Group 

Mary Jane Kearns, Contact 
 
 February’s meeting will be 

Monday, Feburary 22 at 7:00 

PM on Zoom. We will be discuss-

ing “The Nickel Boys” by Colson 

Whitehead. Discussion lead by 

Marcia Horngren.  

 We welcome new members. 

For more information on joining 

contact Mary Jane at mjkearns1@outlook.com 

mailto:joancotton@hotmail.com
mailto:joancotton@hotmail.com
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:jhecker101@gmail.com
mailto:mbrockie@umich.edu
mailto:mjkearns1@outlook.com


10                               FEBRUARY 2021 

Northville-Novi (MI) update 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND ACCESSORY DESIGNERS WHO DONATED IN LIEU OF THE 

MICHIGAN FASHION DESIGNER SHOWCASE LUNCHEON II. PLEASE FREQUENT THEIR BUSINESSES. 

Maria Okoh happyeye-

silk@gmail.com  

Hand painted silk scarves  

ART KREATIONS BY KELLY  

http://www.artkreationsbykelly.com/  

HTO Designs Helen O’Neal  

https://www.etsy.com/shop/ 

 

Refuge for Nations  https://refugefornations.com/  

GOWNS, CAPS, MASKS 

Refuge for a Nations is a nonprofit social enterprise committed to empowering refugee and 

immigrant women in the United States.  They are currently sewing reusable gowns, caps and 

masks for hospitals, nursing homes and custom orders.  AAUWNN appreciates the support 

Refuge for Nations provided by donating the Accessory Designer Fee to our organization. 

https://www.cfcu.org/
https://www.epiphanykitchens.net/
https://kellykellylaw.com/
https://www.wellnessliving.com/fitness/plymouth/plymouthmi-zmwlru/review/?id_mode=12
https://aauwnn.org/membership/
https://www.eastbrookedental.com/
https://www.originalhagopian.com/
https://www.veronicamurff.net/?cmpid=c5r9_blm_0001t
https://www.drtomei.com/
http://www.corriveaulaw.com/
https://www.billandrodsappliance.com/
https://pattimullen.com/
http://www.schoolcraft.edu/vistatech
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
mailto:happyeyesilk@gmail.com
http://www.artkreationsbykelly.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
https://refugefornations.com/
https://www.tholzerford.com/
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Articles for the March 2021 issue due  

February 20 to: 

Mary Ann MacLaren 

info@aauwnn.org 

AAUW Northville-Novi (MI) Calendar of Events 

visit the website for more information  at  
https://aauwnn.org/   

Board Meeting ...…………..…Fourth Tuesday, 6:45PM   

Bridge Group……..……………...Wednesdays, 1:00PM 

Mah Jongg…………….…..…….…….Fridays, 1:00PM 

Restaurant Rovers………….Third Wednesday, 6:00PM 

Foodies …………………….First Wednesday, 11:30PM 

Day Book Group……………..Second Friday, 10:00AM 

Evening Book Group…………Fourth Monday, 7:00PM 

Great Decisions ……………….Third Tuesday, 1:30PM 

https://aauwnn.org/

