
AAUW Northville-Novi 

General Meeting Minutes 

February 14, 2020 

Cassel’s Restaurant – Northville, MI 

Program 

Lunch was served at 12:00 p.m., and the Program, Novi Police Officer Stacey Stevens with K-9 

Officer Becker, followed at 12:30 p.m. 

Call to Order and Welcome 

President Mary Jane Kearns brought the business meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. after introducing 

a new member to the group. 

Minutes 

President Kearns will place approved minutes for October 2019 and January 2020 on file. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Joyce Murdock presented the following financial reports:  

 The Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan is showing the market value of our 

account to be $114,920.98 as of 11/30/2019, which is the most recent update 

 The balance in all accounts was $13,322.12 as of 12/31/19 

 The balance in all accounts was 13,556.79 as of 1/31/20 

Reports of Officers 

President 

 President Kearns thanked all who participated in the successful Tipping Point Theater 

event with a special call out to Darlene Ursel for her tasty and beautiful cookies. 

 There was a reminder about submitting nominations for the Named Honoree, requesting 

that submissions be sent to Mary Jane Kearns by March 29. 

 Members without magnetic name tags can sign up to get one for $10. 

 The Nominating Committee continues to fill board positions. 

 The Leadership Team is pleased to announce that its Strategic Plan has been accepted. 

 President Kearns and Karen Zyczynski met with Northville Mayor Brian Turnbull to 

introduce him to AAUW – NN. He was so impressed, he said his wife should join. 

 Remember to mark your calendar for the annual meeting on Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at 

Karl’s Cabin. 

 President Kearns encouraged attendance at the State Convention in Midland, MI,             

June 12 – 13, 2020. 
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Program 

 Jan Wilhelm reported on the March meeting presentation: The Women in the History of 

Northville. A local author, historian, community activist and advocate, Michelle Fecht 

will speak about notable Northville women based on her archival research. 

 Karen Zyczynski reported on the April meeting presentation: The Fascinating Politics of 

Michigan. Mary Pollock, state lobbyist for AAUW Michigan, will discuss what 

AAUWMI is doing within the state to better women’s lives. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Financial Development 

 Mary Ann MacLaren reported on the Tipping Point Theater event. She said organizing 

food and beverage donations through the special interest groups worked well. Eighty-five 

of 105 tickets were sold at a profit of about $500. About 30 members purchased tickets. 

 Karen Zyczynski reported on the Michigan Fashion Designer Showcase Luncheon II, 

confirming six runway designers and 14 accessory designers. Sixty-three tickets have 

been sold with a goal of selling 200+. Mary Ann MacLaren is preparing a slideshow of 

AAUWNN community events to show during MFDSLII and would appreciate photo 

contributions.  

Initiatives 

 On behalf of Jane Hecker, Carol Murchison passed sign-up sheets for Career Path Day 

and Let’s Read Math. Anyone who didn’t sign up and would like to participate should 

email Jane Hecker directly. 

 Rhonda York reminded members that we read to elementary school children in March, 

which is both National Reading Month and Women’s History Month. If you would like 

to volunteer for this program, email Rhonda York. 

Educational Foundation/Legal Advocacy Fund 

 Reporting on behalf of Marcia Horngren, President Kearns said the process is underway 

to select Schoolcraft College and Oakland Community College attendees for the annual 

trip to the National Conference for College Women Student Leadership.  

 Also, on behalf of Marcia Horngren, President Kearns said preparations are being made 

to select four high school senior girl scholarship recipients from Northville and Novi 

High Schools. This year, there will be two academic-based scholarships and two needs-

based scholarships. 

Special Committee Reports 

Public Policy 

 Karen Zycynski reported that she and Mary Jane Kearns will present letters encouraging 

proclamation of Equal Pay Day to mayors of three communities. Also, a trip will be 

organized to participate in related events in Lansing on April 29. 
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Announcements 

 Mary Jane Kearns is looking for an individual to manage the AAUWNN Facebook page. 

Interested parties should contact Mary Jane Kearns. 

 Corinne Vincent encouraged members to purchase clothing with the AAUWNN logo 

from Big Frog. They have numerous items from which to choose, including tops, jackets, 

vests and visors. Also, they will put the logo on your favorite clothing item. The purpose 

is to promote our brand. Big Frog is online with a store in Novi Town Square.  

 Corinne Vincent encouraged all members to invite, recommend and attend the March 31
st
 

annual potential member reception from 6:00 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Pear-Aphernalia on Main 

in Northville. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

 

Minutes by Mary Arnold for Susan Schanne 
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