
AAUW Northville-Novi Branch 

Board of Directors Meeting 

October 22, 2019 

Mary Jane Kearns Home 

PRESENT:  Mary Jane Kearns, Kandi MacDonald, Maryann MacLaren, Carol Murchison, 

Joyce Murdock, Corinne Vincent, Jan Wilhelm, Rhonda York, Karen Zyczynski 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Mary Jane 

Kearns.  A quorum was present. 

MINUTES: The August 2019 minutes were approved as corrected. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  

 Treasurer Joyce Murdock 

 *The August and September 2019 Treasurer’s reports were presented.  

The ending balance for September 30 2019 is $10, 628.56.  The CFSEM balance has not 

been updated since June 30, but should be available at month’s end. 

The reports will be filed for audit. 

REPORTS OF OFFICER 

 President: Mary Jane Kearns 

*President Kearns reported on the success of the fall Leadership Conference we hosted 

on October 19.  From that conference it was learned that our donation to 

Kids4Afghanastan should not be in the form of money, but could be a purchase of some 

goods or a scholarship.   

The two holiday projects proposed for our December gathering, Living and Learning and 

Feed the Need are not working out.  Living and Learning just needs money and 

volunteers and Tia Marie Sanders has not gotten back to us regarding Feed the Need.  It 

was decided to ask people to bring paper products and non-perishable food items to the 

party instead for Civic Concern.   

Kearns had tried to join Nation President Kim Church’s webinar, but could not get audio. 

Kearns passed out copies of National’s 5 Star Recognition Program.  This program is an 

attempt to bring branches closer to mirroring the goals and strategic plan of National.  

She asked board members to return in November prepared to discuss what we can do 



with this information.  In the meantime, she will look for someone to help with leadership 

development and succession plans for all positions 

Programs:  Kandi MacDonald, Program committee member 

 Kandi reported on the upcoming November general meeting to be held at The 

Garage.  To date, 22 people have paid for the luncheon, but 38 are needed to break even.  

She and Emily have had difficulty negotiating terms with The Garage, but everything is 

prepared and the speaker booked.  A blast will be sent out encouraging people to attend 

as well as a note on Facebook. 

Corinne Vincent reported that the December holiday celebration is set.  She will send out 

information after November’s meeting so that there is no confusion to the membership as 

to which meeting they respond to.   

Karen Zyzcynski reported that the April meeting with Mary Pollock has been changed 

from the Northville library to Novi First United Methodist Church. 

Karen will also do a showcase at the Novi Library in March on the second level.  The 

showcase at Northville Library was booked. 

Membership: Corinne Vincent, VP Membership 

*Corinne reported that we have 94 paid memberships; however, there are still a 

few people who will be contacted to pay their dues which should bring the 

membership up to 100. 

Corinne passed out information on all new members from 2019-2020 and asked 

that committee chairs not bombard them with requests for service, but to help ease 

them into activity. 

Standing Committee Reports 

 Maryann MacLaren, Financial Development Chair 

*MacLaren passed around a prototype for a certificate for members to 

give to people they buy tickets for the Tipping Pointe fund raiser since all 

tickets are will call.  It was designed by Patty Doman. 

*The “Non Party” invitaions have been printed and will be mailed out 

around November 1 to all members and others who are felt to be potential 

donors.  Two hundred invitations with envelopes were printed.   

MacLaren deferred to Karen Zyczynski, chair of the 2
nd

 annual Michigan 

Designer Showcase to be held in April.  Things are moving along with 



emails going out to potential sponsors; accessory designers are being 

contacted as are last year’s designers.  New designers will be contacted 

soon.  Tickets go on sale to the public on February 1, but whole tables can 

be purchased before that.   

Policy and Procedures:  Jan Wilhelm, chair 

*Wilhelm thanked everyone for their feedback.  There will be a new draft 

in a few weeks.  The draft currently on the website will be removed by 

Mary Ann MacLaren. 

Special Committees 

Jane Hecker reported via note that Let’s Read Math is going slowly for 

November in Northville, but that is not unusual.  She could use more 

volunteers, but is aware that one date conflicts with our November 

meeting. 

New Business: 

Joyce Murdock presented an invitation from Schoolcraft College 

Foundation to attend the annual “thank you “dinner.  Kearns pass this on 

to Marcia Horngren to try to fill a table. 

MacLaren demonstrated how to get into the member side of the website 

and the changes she has made. 

We were reminded of Livonia AAUW’s annual auction and dinner on 

November 19 and were encouraged to attend. 

Murchison will make a list of what is needed from whom for the archives 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm. 

 

Rhonda York 

For Susan Schanne 

 


