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PEP Air / CASARA members at the unveiling of a memorial on the Legislative Building grounds in 
Victoria to BC SAR volunteers who have lost their lives in the line of duty. Left to right, they are: 
Deputy Director Fred Carey, Jeanette Thompson, Search Coordinators Jan Madsen (ZBB) and 
Dennis Nevett (YXX).  Article on page three.                                                Photo: June Nevett.



Good day, spring is here and with that the weather will improve 
for our crews who have been doing classroom work for the past 
few months. Now is the time to get into the air and put into 
practice what you have learned over the winter. This winter was 
most likely the coldest and hardest we have seen in a number of 
years with lots of snow and sub-zero temperatures all over the 
province and country.

Our Provincial Training Officer Kym Trask and Assistant 
Training Officer Pat McSorley will be travelling around the 
province in the near future to have Back to the Basics in 
Navigation Training. Electronic equipment is fantastic but when 
it quits, you'd better have your pen on the map so you know 
where you are and where you are going.

We are embarking on a new mission for PEP Air, it has been 
slowly rolling out for a few months now but this spring I suspect 
we will be put to work in many areas of the province. This new 
mission will be reconnaissance flights to video and take pictures 
of ice jams in rivers, mud slides and cave-ins. We have just 
received new cameras from CASARA National that will help with this mission. They will be distributed 
within the next couple of weeks to all areas within the province. The cameras have a Wi-Fi card in them 
so any pictures may be sent to SHQ on a timely basis, provided Wi-Fi is available from a phone or other 
device onboard the aircraft. We are working with Lightship and their software program that will help with 
transmitting the info and logging what we find. This program will enable EMBC workers to see exactly 
and almost live where the jams are and how bad, so they can send out crews to help save lives and get the 
required equipment on scene. This program also has a tracking capability to enable our SHQ to see where 
our assets are. We are also looking into replacing the SPOT units with InReach so we can have two-way 
communication from the aircraft anywhere and anytime.

Over the next few months, I anticipate interaction with our southern neighbours in the Civil Air Patrol 
(CAP).  We started with the CASARA National Executive visiting Montgomery, Alabama this past 
January to their headquarters. From here we hope to begin working more closely with them in any 
searches that are along the border and learn from them some of the more intricate systems they employ on 
board their aircraft. They are a well-trained unit that is very similar to PEP Air-CASARA in many ways 
and we won't necessarily have to re-invent the wheel if they have already perfected equipment or 
techniques; more on this will develop over the summer.

Regarding the Volunteer Tax Credit Letters that we send out each year. This year they were mailed out to 
the address that is in CMS. We had several of them returned as the member moved and CMS was not 
updated. Please take a minute to go on-line and check your personal page to see that all the info is up to 
date. Another reminder is to make sure that all your 'On Call' hours are updated within the program. Talk 
to your AADs and Administrators to see that these hours are being credited to your personal file. The 
guidelines are on our WEB page under the Secure Section.

The Western Canada SAREX (WCS) will be held in La Ronge, Saskatchewan, August 11-13. We are 
hoping to send at least one aircraft and crew. 

And in closing for this Newsletter, I would like to thank each and every one of you for your time and 
dedication  'That Others May Live'.
Have a great summer!

Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA
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Pat McSorley
Deputy Provincial
Training Officer

MEMORIAL HONOURS BRITISH COLUMBIA'S 
SEARCH AND RESCUE VOLUNTEERS

A memorial to the British Columbia 
search and rescue volunteers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty has been 
unveiled on the grounds of the Legislative 
Buildings in Victoria. The unveiling 
ceremony took place on Thursday, March 

nd2 , 2017. Seventeen volunteers have 
died during the past fifty years while 
taking part in search and rescue 
activities. There are more than 4,400 
search and rescue (SAR) volunteers 
active in the province today.  

The memorial was a joint project by the three organizations 
representing land, marine, and aviation SAR volunteers: the BC 
Search and Rescue Association, Royal Canadian Marine Search and 
Rescue, and PEP Air.  

The BC Search and Rescue Volunteer Memorial has been installed 
near memorials to police, fire and ambulance personnel on the 
southeast side of the Legislative Buildings. The three volunteer SAR 
organizations raised more than $100,000 to cover the cost of the 
polished black and grey marble monument. The Speaker of the 
Legislature provided support with site preparation.  

In British Colombia, local ground search teams, Royal Canadian 
Marine Search and Rescue crews, and PEP Air pilots and crews 
collectively respond to more than 2,000 incidents every year, saving 
many lives. Volunteers log a total of more than 280,000 training and 
mission hours each year.  

PEP Air is proud to have partnered with the British Columbia GSAR 
and Marine SAR volunteer organizations over the past year and 
more to coordinate the planning work necessary to make this 
memorial a reality. 

The unveiling ceremony was well attended, and was presided over 
by the Speaker of the BC Legislature. The BC Lieutenant Governor 
was the senior dignitary present. After a First Nations blessing dance 
and ceremony, the beautiful black and grey marble monument was 
unveiled. This was followed by dignitary speeches and the singing of 
'God Save the Queen”.  A reception for families, participants and 
guests followed at the BC Museum adjacent to the BC Legislature. 
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Victoria Memorial - Continued from previous page. 

Members of the PEP Air Honour Guard 
are from left to right: Marie Woodruff, 
Bill Velie, Ian Coneybeer (behind Bill) 

and Shannon Rae. Aside from Bill, they 
are all Victoria area members. 

All three volunteer SAR organizations provided members for the planning committee, for honour 
guard duty at the memorial during the ceremony, and for work crews to set up, take down and act as 
ushers for the families of the fallen and invited guests.

PEP Air would like to recognize the following 
members who contributed their time to this project. 
Alton King, Fred Carey and Pat McSorley were on 
the organizing committee. Honour Guard members 
were Bill Velie, Shannon Rae, Marie Woodruff and 
Ian Coneybeer. Victoria AAD Robert Northcott and 
several of his area members were part of the work 
crew and usher staff. PEP Air was well represented 
at the event and thanks go out to all who 
participated.           

In the news release associated with the event, PEP 
Air Director Alton King was quoted as follows: “As 
volunteers we receive no payment, but dedicate our 
time and skills to helping our communities. We are 
pleased this memorial will honour all those who 
serve.”

To anyone who visits Victoria in the future, take the 
time to walk to the park behind the Legislature 
Buildings to see the monument. It really is a 
stunning work of art, and a fitting memorial to those 
who have paid the ultimate price, so “That Others 
May Live”.  

Photo: Pat McSorley

Life Jacket: If you’re 
wearing it, it is survival 
gear. If it’s in the back 

of the airplane, it’s 
camping gear.



Fred Sampson
Webmaster
CASARA Nova Scotia
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CASARA Debert received a call on Saturday 
Jan. 29, from the Debert flying club, reporting 
that an ELT was going off. CASARA members 
Jim Sutherland and George Murray responded to 
help find where the signal was coming from and 
discovered that a u/s ELT they were using as a 
demonstrator still had a battery in it and 
?someone had turned it on. ?There was no antenna 
on it thus, the signal was weak and not getting 
out very far. After finding the unit, ?they removed 
the battery and reported to JRCC that the unit 
was found and had been disabled.

CASARA'S Debert Zone
    

            Answers Call For Help

George Murray Jim Sutherland

Little did Shimal Fernandopulle think as he was taking a first aid 
course with CASARA that it would someday be the reason he 
would be able to save a choking child. On October 2, 2016 while 
at a fund raising breakfast for the Cantley Village Recreation 
Association which was being held in Sydney River, Nova Scotia, 
Shimal noticed a group of people around a small boy who seemed 
to be choking. Bystanders attempted two or three times to 
dislodge the food in the child's throat, it was clear from the blueish 
colour of the child's face this wasn't going well. It was then that 
Shimal got up, ran over to the child and remembering what he was 
taught in first aid for choking, grabbed the child and started to do 
abdominal thrusts and followed with finger swipes pulled a large 
piece of bacon out of the child's mouth. The child's colour quickly 
started to come back and Shimal was hailed as a hero that 
morning by all the neighbours in his community.

It was clear that if it wasn't for the quick response of our member, 
this could have had a tragic outcome. This ten year old and his 
family and friends will be ever so grateful to Shimal for a very 
?long time. Well done Shimal, we here at CASARA are also very 
proud of your actions !!

CASARA Sydney Member

   Saves Choking Child

Shimal Fernandopulle
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I watched with profound admiration during the recent 
BC SAR Volunteer Memorial dedication in Victoria. The 
monument includes the names of personnel lost during 
SAR missions in BC by PEP Air (CASARA), BCSARA 
(GSAR), and RCM-SAR (CCG Aux). I was unable to 
attend but was able to catch the live broadcast provided 
on Facebook by BCSARA. It was a poignant and deeply 
moving ceremony that allowed us to honour our fallen 
comrades for the ultimate sacrifice which they have made 
“That Other's May Live”.  The monument is an excellent 
tribute to their service and their sacrifice, as well as a 
tribute to all those volunteers still serving.

As I watched the ceremony unfold, it reminded me of
other times in my life where I have found myself at 
similar ceremonies paying my respect to those that had 
made the ultimate sacrifice. Too often it had been 

someone that I knew, even worked with…always it was someone that I respected.

As I watched the ceremony, I remember these same feelings coming over me so many 
years ago. It was accompanied by a strong desire to find a deeper, more meaningful 
way to honour their memories. The answer I came up with then is as fitting today as it 
was back in the day…

Perhaps the most fitting tribute we can give to our fallen is to strive to ensure that we 
do everything possible to never have to add any more names to their numbers.  

I learned as a Navy diver and as an Air Force SARtech that ever improving knowledge, 
continuing experience and a never ending attention to detail is a minimum standard in 
the lifestyle we have chosen to follow. We must understand how costly a moment's 
inattention might be, and that we must always learn from yesterday's lessons so that 
we can incorporate them into tomorrow's goals.

Since becoming a member of PEP Air I have always emphasized my vision of trying to 
be even more “Safe and Effective”. Perhaps it is not enough to merely honour the 
sacrifice of our comrades but to also learn any lessons that their experience and 
sacrifice might have provided us. This way they will always be remembered and their 
selfless sacrifice will never have been in vain.

Be safe, have fun and enjoy a wonderful summer.

C
O

R
N

E
R

BRIAN’S

Brian Dunham
Executive  Committee  Member
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Dale has kept a record of every flight he has made, and though actual 
“wheels up/wheels down” time is only in the 510 hour range, as you 
know it does not represent the actual time involved. Time spent by a 
lot of us in search planning, debrief, exercises, training, would actually 
be in the thousands over those years.

Dale joined PEP Air/CASARA in February 1992 and has served 
continuously since then: twenty-one years with North Island (Port 
McNeill), and most recently with Victoria. He has been a qualified 
spotter since 1992, and navigator since 1994 (maintaining currency in 
both positions in every year). He has over 500 PEP Air/CASARA flight 
hours with 180 hours on fifty-one operational SAR missions (seventy 
SAR hours on military aircraft). Completed numerous Professional 
Development courses, including 
Assistant Search Master, Training 
Officer's Back to Basics, Military First 
Aid, Military Spotter, Aircraft Safety and 
Underwater Egress Training. Was one 
of three spotters on RCAF Buffalo 465 
during SAR Kella Lee in October 2001, 
and he played an instrumental role in 
finding and saving of one of the missing 
fishermen. As part of the crews in SAR 
Kella Lee, shared in the honour of 442 
Squadron receiving the Mynarski 
Trophy for 2002. Received the PEP Air 
Volunteer of the Year award for 2001. 
Participated in numerous provincial and 
regional SAR Exercises. Served as 
Area Air Deputy for ten years, and 
fifteen years as Area Training Officer, in 
Port McNeill. Taught Air Search and 
Rescue as a volunteer instructor while 
serving with the Canadian Rangers and 
to Royal Canadian Air Cadets for the 
last ten years.

Marie Woodruff
Vancouver Island

Dale “Jack” Drysdale receives his         
25-year certificate from Victoria Air

Deputy Robert Northcott.

Photo: Trevor Black
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Provincial
Training

Officer

KymTrask

Continued on next page.

Winter is slowly leaving us so that we can finally change gears for the peak flying seasons.

In the next two months there will be three zone evaluations in BC (SWE, NWE and NEA). These 
evaluations provide a clear picture as to how well the zones are functioning, and what areas need 
reinforcement and/or further development. Remember that the evaluation is designed to cover 
normal training operations and functions that are not normally practiced in routine training, such as 
media and the 'sightings desk.' Most participants enjoy the challenge, experience gained, and look 
forward to liaising with the military personnel involved.

At the National Training Officer's Meeting in January the issue of electronic devices in evaluations and 
actual SARs was discussed: 'What is required in an evaluation?' The National CLO undertook follow-

The

  
PTO’s
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Kym Trask - Continued from previous page. 

up with his chain of command, and JRCC's input. During actual SARs or evaluations, printed 
material (charts and records/logs) and electronic files (Foreflight) are acceptable. Electronic files 
may be emailed to JRCC. Paper material may be held in the zone unless requested by JRCC.  

Our fundamental navigation skills (marking paper charts in pencil) are perishable; the training 
officers have been focusing on a 'Back to the Basics' approach to navigation that has been very 
beneficial. We will be holding a Provincial Navigation Training Course to be held in all six zones. 
This is designed to be a weekend program commencing Friday evening and completing Sunday 
afternoon. Interested members will be able to contact their Zone Commander, space will be 
limited to twenty members per zone.

The provincial executive is considering the purchase of equipment to facilitate a four person 
procedures training for SAR. This would entail a pilot flying a simulated mission (using a flight 
simulator) with the navigator and spotters all performing their functions as if they were actually 
flying the mission. Each flight crew position has a screen simulating what they would see in an 
actual flight.

The resultant experience is very real, actual inputs to throttle, rudder and avionics provides full 
crew coordination along with high-resolution scenery. Crews can home ELT beacons and ground 
targets. I trust we can have the equipment in place this quarter and it is designed to accommodate 
transporting to our six zones. Headsets with intercom can be configured to have either “CASARA 
Base” and/or “ATC” providing inputs – depending on training requirements.

Ground ELT homing is a priority item for timely location of the ELT. During any regular gathering 
of PEP Air members it is advantageous to practice ELT homing (air and ground). There is a Draft 
Ground ELT Homing Specialist policy developed by the national training officers. This draft policy 
will be discussed at the CASARA National Board of Directors meeting in May 2017. It is consistent 
with PEP Air policy. 

Regular recurrent field training consisting of aircrew survival and first aid review, navigation 
exercises, a simulated JRCC SAR briefing, and ground ELT homing will continue this year. Ideally 
we will schedule the training prior to zone evaluations.

Our provincial evaluations continue to be of a high standard, the professionalism and dedication 
of the PEP Air members is evident. We continue to enjoy the confidence of our strategic partner 
the Canadian Forces. If you feel unwell prior to an evaluation please advise your Zone Commander 
so that another person is able to fulfill your role.

The Search Coordinators (SCO) perform crucial roles in our operations. We are providing more 
information for the quarterly reports SCO file, I've already emailed the SCO quarterly template to 
all ZCs. In addition, we are providing a Sample Report outlining the core areas common go all 
SCOs. Expect the sample report to be distributed after the ZC Meeting in late April.   

Lastly, although I was unable to attend the unveiling of the SAR Memorial in Victoria I understand 
it was an emotional and touching tribute to our fallen members. I look forward to seeing it myself 
in April. Al King, Pat McSorley, and members of VIZ represented PEP Air. Pat wrote an article on 
the event in this newsletter.

Happy flying!
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In early January, as we welcomed 2017, the COSPAS-SARSAT system welcomed a new 
satellite constellation. The Medium-altitude Earth Orbit Search and Rescue system, or 
MEOSAR became operational after years of testing, providing our Canadian Mission Control 
Centre (CMCC) in Trenton with increased capability in detecting 406 MHz beacons. This 
system augmentation will dramatically improve both the speed and location-accuracy for 
detecting beacons. These MEOSAR satellites orbit the Earth at an altitude between 19,000 and 
24,000 km, a range considered as medium-altitude Earth orbit. It will complement the existing 
LEOSAR and GEOSAR systems.

Prior to MEOSAR coming online, two existing systems, LEOSAR and GEOSAR, contributed 
respective advantages to detection and location of distress beacons that have been activated. 
The GEOSAR system, orbiting at 36,000 km altitude, constantly covers the entire Earth except 
the high-latitude (e.g., polar) regions. While the GEOSAR system can receive beacon distress 
messages across most of the globe, it cannot locate the beacon unless the location is encoded 
in the beacon's message from a local navigation receiver (aka 'encoded' with GPS 
coordinates). Meanwhile, the LEOSAR system, at an altitude of 1000 km, can locate a beacon 
without the aid of a GPS or other navigation signal to the beacon by means of measuring 
Doppler shift, but the LEOSAR satellites have a view of only a small part of the Earth at any 
given time, so there may be a delay in receiving the distress signal over LEOSAR. 

Figure 1.  GEOSAR and LEOSAR systems.

Captain Gregory Clarke
Aeronautical SAR Mission Coordinator 
CASARA Liaison Officer
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre Victoria

Continued on next page.
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Figure 2.  Comparison of LEO (small circle) and MEO (larger circle) 
footprints, 20 minutes apart. Coverage of Polar Regions is continuous with 
just a few MEO satellites, but is intermittent with LEOs and not covered at 

all by GEOs.

Why MEOSAR?  To overcome known system limitations: LEOSAR has time delays, since they have a 
small footprint that orbits the Earth. LEOSAR also results in position ambiguity in first detections 
(Doppler A and B positions that causes initial uncertainty at JRCC for up to 30 minutes). Meanwhile, 
GEOSAR has no coverage in Polar Regions and cannot provide independent beacon location, unless 
GPS encoded. The new MEOSAR system will offer the advantages of both LEOSAR and GEOSAR 
systems without their current limitations by providing faster beacon detection, independent location of 
the beacon, with a near real time worldwide coverage. The large number of MEOSAR satellites that 
will be in orbit over the next several years will allow each distress message to be relayed at the same 
time by several satellites to several ground antennas, improving the likelihood of detection and the 
accuracy of the location determination.

Continued from previous page. 

Figure 3:  Full system, showing 
MEOSAR in red, plus LEOSAR 
and GEOSAR orbits in black.

Continued on next page.
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How does this help JRCC?  In terms of the effects on SAR response times and changes to daily 
operations, we anticipate that CMCC will provide us with much better satellite coverage with fewer 
gaps in satellite visibility.  Furthermore, given that most beacons detected by LEO are also be detected 
by MEO, the system will be able to merge the positions and resolve ambiguity very quickly. We will see 
a lot fewer cases where position ambiguity exists for more than a few minutes. Lastly, since MEO 
coverage will be nearly continuous, we will see fewer GEO 'detect only' alerts, as MEOSAR will 
simultaneously provide us an initial position.

At JRCC, we have already experienced faster and improved beacon positions, allowing us to better 
direct our SAR crews to mariners and aviators in distress. In a future article, I will highlight some of 
these cases.

www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org

Continued from previous page. 

Right: Henry Ilg instructing a 
newcomer in the use of the 
Visual Trainer.

Below: Zone Commander Tom 
Fisher (left) drops in on Peter 
Sleeman  (middle) and Bill 
Guest (right) as they bone up 
as CASARA Base at a recent 
ZBB training day.

@ ZBB
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Allister Pedersen
Cranbrook PEP Air
Training Officer &
Cranbrook GSAR

WO Dave Knubley rigs Allister for a 
jump with chute and medical pack.

WO Jean Tremblay & Allister 
Pedersen in CFSSAR Facility.

Being better prepared for general SAR questions was one 
of the reasons why I visited JRCC Victoria and 442 
Squadron in Comox during a recent holiday trip. Doing an 
Awareness presentation to any audience, whether it is for 
GSAR, a flying club or the annual meeting of the BC 
Floatplane Association can lead to a wide range of 
questions about SAR in general.    

My two hour JRCC visit was hosted by Captain Todd 
Gunther who reviewed both sides of JRCC; air and 
marine. One of the more interesting things I learned was 
that most 406 beacons are not embedded with a GPS 
chip and that beacon registration, or lack of registration, 
continues to be a problem especially when a beacon is 
sold and not re-registered by the new owner. To 
underscore Captain Guenther's remarks, an unregistered 
EPIRB, located 700 nm off the BC coast was triggered 
during my visit. My timing was perfect, I was able to 
observe the response to the EPIRB activation.

My visit to 442 Squadron in Comox was hosted by WO 
Jean Tremblay a CFSSAR instructor (Canadian Forces 
School of SAR) and WO Dave Knubley. WO Jean 
Tremblay, gave me his undivided attention during the 
CFSSAR tour and provided me with a wealth of 
information on the extremely diverse and demanding 
SARtech training. WO Dave Knubley toured us around 
442 T&R squadron. Prior to this 442 visit I had not seen 
him since the last SEA Eval in Creston when I found him 
at the Columbia Brewery (to his credit he was not in the 
brewery but in the parking lot with an ELT on the hood of 
his car! This was one of two ELT ground homings that 
were part of our EVAL). The highlight of the 442 visit was 
being outfitted with 100 lbs of SAR gear usually worn by 
SARtechs during a jump.

The JRCC and 442 T&R visits provided me with a huge 
amount of first-hand information so that I am better 
prepared for upcoming Awareness presentations and the 
knowledge that I should keep my day job as a Nav and 
Training Officer in Cranbrook rather than applying to 
become a SARtech although I am sure that a jump    
would be a lot of fun. 

Visits to Victoria JRCC
&

442 T&R in Comox
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Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....

As I write this we are turning the corner from winter to 
spring with the resultant changes in the weather 

patterns. Freezing levels are still below the 
mountain tops so rainfall in the interior 

valleys can still be snow flurries on the 
ridges. Visibility and airframe icing are still 
issues to deal with. On the other hand we 

are starting to see convective buildups which can result in 
isolated thunderstorms. Be careful out there and don't push the weather.

This time of the year might be a good time to change the batteries in your SPOT. Experience has 
shown that the battery indication can go from good to poor in only one or two flights. Best be 
sure and replace them now, this should be done at least yearly. I've experienced up to a twenty 
minute delay in the arrival of some reports so take this into consideration, SPOT says it's a result 
of spotty satellite coverage. To those who are still using a Gen 1 or 2 unit ask your AAD for a 
Gen 3 unit, they are much easier to use. If you have a PEP SPOT feel free to use it for all your 
flights, not just PEP missions.  

A reminder to all aircraft owners your Annual Airworthiness Information Report is due. This 
report, although required by Transport Canada, is not part of the required documentation for PEP 
Air aircraft.  All are expected to have submitted the report.

Apple has released a software update iOS 10.3. At last word Foreflight was checking its 
compatibility with their system and are expected to approve it soon. Don't forget to keep 
Foreflight updated, there are regular releases of new documents and maps which should be kept 
up to date. Remember current maps on your iPad are a requirement if you don't carry valid 
VNCs. It would be a good idea to carry both as iPads have been known to overheat and quit 
without notice.  

I just attended a SAREX in Penticton last weekend and was pleased to see the level of 
compliance to our safety requirement to have at least one crew member wear a high-viz safety 
vest when airside. Way to go folks!

Fly Safe!
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Kathy and Al have been active and committed volunteers with PEP Air since 2003, 

covering the Southwest PEP Air Zone from Squamish to Chilliwack. When not training or 

operationally deployed as spotters, they are busy behind the scenes making sure their 

team is well cared for and supported. Kathy was involved with the development of the 

zone crewing software and since then has been instrumental to crewing search aircraft 

for all exercises and actual searches. Al, not to be outdone by Kathy, has mastered the 

CASARA national computer system for tracking all training and operational activities. 

Without their dedication, the other volunteers at the Southwest PEP Air Zone would 

not be able to respond with their search aircraft within that golden hour.

Left: This is what dedication looks like, 
Kathy working on crew scheduling for the 
regular monthly Sunday training flights at 
ZBB while she and Al were in Peru for a 
month and a half earlier this year. The 
photo taken at the Direccion De 
Investigatin Criminal Policia National De 
Peru on Eapana Avenue in Lima. Al and 
Kathy were on a lunch break from 
watching security videos of an apartment 
building where their daughter Kym lived.

Public Safety Lifeline Volunteer Award Winners 2017

The Minister of State for 
Emergency Preparedness Naomi 

Yamamoto is on the far left.

Al and Kathy Kasatkin of PEP Air, 
are fifth and sixth from the left.

This is what the EMBC website had to say about Kathy and Al....



Spring is definitely in the air in the Yukon. Even though we still have quite a bit of snow, it is 
melting quickly. The swans are back at Swan Haven and a Robin was heard.

It's been a quiet winter with not many SAREX flights being done. With low cloud cover, snow 
and cold our aircraft could not get airborne. There were happy crews on the few flights that did 
occur. The target setters used snow machines to get up into the mountains and snowshoes got 
them even further. It's been difficult to get the targets far off nearby roads and near buildings in 
previous winters as our setters did not have the equipment to get high up into the mountains and 
away from residential areas and cabins. We now have members with boats that can set targets in 
new areas as well as 4-wheel quads to get into places normally inaccessible.

Greg Shaffer, our new Training Coordinator. has been very busy learning CMS, organizing 
training exercises and generally becoming familiar with how CASARA works. Greg comes with 
a wealth of information and experience with his years with the US Air Force. He has attended 
his first Training Officers' meeting in January and has taken the ICS 100 and 200 courses. Look 
forward to his submission to a future newsletter.

We've had new spotters join in the last few months. They have had their ground training and are 
waiting to complete their four flights. It's an exciting time when new members join with interest 
and enthusiasm.

We have an evaluation scheduled for June 18. Our new members are looking forward to the 
experience with a bit nervousness and excitement.

There is an aviation reunion planned for July 21-23 in Whitehorse. Many notable names will be 
ndspeaking at our Meet & Greet on July 21 and enjoying a wonderful dinner buffet on the 22 . 

Buses will be available to take those interested in day trips on July 23. If you are interested in 
more information go to:  . Let me know if you 
will be visiting Whitehorse, I'll give you a tour of our headquarters.

www.aviationreunionwhitehorse.myevent.com

Donna Clayson
President

CASARA Yukon

Whitehorse
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Members of CASARA Nova Scotia gathered on March 24-26 for a 
Search Coordinator course at the Canadian Coast Guard College, 
in Cape Breton. Provincial Training Officer for Nova Scotia, Olivier 
Beyer, led the classroom and practical exercises. Despite poor 
weather delaying the arrival of some members, safety was of the 
utmost importance, and PTO Beyer began every day's lesson with 
that in the forefront. Classroom training began that weekend, with 
an extensive practical exercise following the classroom training. 
Participants worked in teams to coordinate a scenario that included 
the availability of crews from three zones, four aircraft, five 
sightings and an ELT beacon. Teams were given a tasking and 
worked together to plan their search headquarters and action plan 
to coordinate the search. Major Jeff Isenor, Atlantic CASARA 
Liaison Officer was in attendance as well, offering help and support 
to the provincial volunteer members. After a debriefing, members 
expressed the value and extensive content of the course, and are 
looking forward to practicing their roles as search coordinator in 
their respective zones.
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The Creston Air Search & Rescue recently 
had their spotters training, two planes flew 
in from Nelson and one from Cranbrook. 
Rob McCloud, our pilot from Creston was 
there with his plane. There was a high flyer 
and the other three took spotters out to make 
call arounds. The weather was perfect for 
flying. Larry Wolf was our radio operator.

Robert McLean receiving   
his 20 year Certificate. 

Creston Radio Operator Larry Wolf.

Pilot & Navigator from Cranbrook    
Dan & Louise, with spotter Mike. 

Submitted by Jenifer Wolf
Creston Air Search & Rescue 

Visiting B-52 at Abbotsford.
Photo: Trevor Black.
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“That Others May Live”

March, 9, 2017
CASARA (National)
L. Col Nelles
A3SAR / SSO SAR
17 Wing Winnipeg
P.O. Box 1700
Station Forces
Winnipeg MB R3J 3Y5
Dear Sir

On the occasion of the recent dreadful accident, which took place in Yorkton 
Saskatchewan involving the RCAF SARtech Cpl.  Alfred Barr, please accept the sincere 
condolences of CASARA National and all CASARA members.

As CASARA works closely with the men and women of Canada’s RCAF, this loss is very 
close to us, our prayers and thoughts go to the family and friends of Cpl.  Barr and to all the SAR 
members of the RCAF.

Sincerely;

Frank Schuurmans
President
CASARA National

BC SAR Memorial Victoria. Photo: Pat McSorley.
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Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is July 31

The Delta Police Pipe Band sheltering under the protective wing of a visiting B-52 
from Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, here for the Girls Fly Too! event at Abbotsford. 

Photo: Trevor Black

Photo

Showcase

Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!
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