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I trust you have all enjoyed the warm weather we had this
summer. I'll bet you are like myself and wish we didn't have to
put up with all the thick smoke covering a lot of the province.
This is another record year for forest fires. As I sit here writing
this, I am looking out and see that we are getting a real heavy
rain, almost the first for the summer. I hope it puts out or at
least calms down any fires that are still burning.
This summer has been very busy for our members right from
the far north to all of the lower part of the province. We did a
lot of personal transport to take GSAR members from one
area of the province clear to the other end for support of
missing persons. Our aircraft were called in to look for missing
persons in support of GSAR a large number of times so far
this year. This is real nice to see as it keeps our volunteers
interested in the 'job' and we have been very successful in
finding the targets or person's vehicle so that in many cases
the size of the search area can be reduced. We do a lot of
training and sometimes it can be almost too much if our
volunteers are not called to do an actual one.

Alton King
Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

This summer saw the completion of our map project. Our new 1:250,000 maps made
expressly for PEP Air by BC Forest Service are now available online. If you need access,
please send your CMS number and a password you would like entered into the system to
either Fred Carey (fcarey@telus.net), Brian Dunham (bdunham@telus.net) or myself
(pepair.casara@gmail.com). We will then send you the link to their location. The complete
province is now there and as of today while writing this, all of the maps have been loaded
and calibrated for the OziExplorer program and also online for download. Some of these
maps will be updated from time to time, so make sure to check back to see if you have
the latest version available.
I'm very pleased with the SAR Awareness and Outreach that has been done within the
province so far this year. Since April 1, we have done eighteen events. We have attended
airshows big and small, mall engagements, presentations to corporate and flying clubs
throughout the province. A special thanks to each and everyone of you who took the time
away from family and friends to spread the word of search and rescue, how we operate
and how the public can help us find them when required.
The new air-to-ground radio project is almost complete, there are just a very few units left
to be distributed. GSAR are extremely satisfied with our capability to communicate with
them with no problems being reported.
Have a great fall season, some of our best flying is still ahead of us. Keep up the great
paperwork that is now flowing electronically within the province.

‘That Others May Live'

We got to the Comox Air Show at eight in the morning and didn't leave
until five – a very long day. Sometime in the afternoon, the PEP Air
CASARA contingent lined up for a group shot beside “Snake 456”, in
which many of us have flown, some more than once. “Wait a minute!
There's someone else who has to be in this photo.” I hurried to the back
of the plane and made a special request of SAR Tech Sergeant Dan
Verret. “We're taking a group picture – would you be able to join us?”
He agreed, and two or three minutes later, about half-a-dozen pictures
had been taken from various cameras which were passed to
photographer Shannon….thanks for your patience, everyone! I was
looking forward to reconnecting with the people (both volunteer and military)
rather than look at the non-SAR aircraft, and am grateful to everyone (that includes Dan, too!)
for your friendship and hospitality.
- Marie Woodruff

....in the front page photo:
Back row: Arthur Self (Nanaimo), Bill Velie, Cory Hamilton and Rick Grant (all from Port
McNeill), Warren McCormick (N), Keith Bjorndahl (Victoria), Janet Harms (N), Robert Northcott
(V), Ted Harms, Edie Ives, Bob Longmore and Howard Coram (all from Nanaimo).
Front row: Laurie Mace (PM), Sandra DiMenna (N), Dan Verret and Marie Woodruff (V). Many
thanks to our very busy photographer, Shannon Lee Rae of SLR Imaging(V).

“A great big team” at the Comox Air Show
Sixteen PEP Air/CASARA volunteers from all over Vancouver
Island (VIZ) descended on 19 Wing Comox Saturday, August
15. Port McNeill and Victoria flew from their home towns,
departing as early as 6AM (Nanaimo's group, being the
closest, drove to the base). Despite overcast and cool
weather when we arrived, the welcome was warm. We
were ideally situated on the tarmac. Our planes (Bill Velie's
Cessna 172 C-GASC and Keith Bjorndahl's C-182 CGWAU) and the public display were right beside a Buffalo
(Snake 456) – where Sergeant Dan Verret was on duty
greeting visitors and telling them about the plane and his
role as a SAR Tech.
All of us had ample opportunity to check out the flying and other static displays. In
the afternoon, we lined up for a group shot beside 456, which many of us have flown in
over the years. I asked Dan to join us and he graciously agreed. A few minutes, a lot of smiles, and a
half-a-dozen pictures from various cameras later, we had a great souvenir of a very enjoyable day of sights,
spectacle and camaraderie. Most importantly, we got to educate a lot of people about what we do here on
Vancouver Island.
Not many PEP Air/CASARA volunteers get to visit Comox, so this was a tremendous opportunity for us to see
the base, reconnect with people (both volunteer and military), and explore some very interesting aircraft. When
we departed the base shortly after 1700, all of us were tired but happy. Thank you to everyone (including Dan!)
for your fellowship and hospitality.
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CASARA Vancouver Island Zone participates in the 19 Wing COMOX (CYQQ) Armed Forces Day
By Arthur G Self, CASARA Nanaimo Team

On Saturday August 15, 2015 we were proud and excited to
attend the Comox Air Show with CASARA Vancouver Island
Zone participants from our Nanaimo location as well as
aircraft from our Victoria and Port McNeill locations. This
airshow is taking off for the second time in three years. Our
booth and aircraft space was snuggled nicely next to a 442
Transport and Rescue Squadron CC-115 Buffalo aircraft and
CH-149 Cormorant helicopter.
We set up our booth and demonstration space highlighting not
just some of our more recent training missions but also our
radio and ELT systems for DF and homing as well as our latest
Garmin GPS units for air and ground search navigation.
Throughout the day, we enjoyed a very high number of
interested folk as well as one or two applications to join our
volunteers.
The airshow featured military static and flying displays from
across the Canadian Forces. In addition, a large variety of
unique, historic and modern military and civilian aircraft from
across North America graced the sky and tarmac. Whilst the
weather was not that good in the morning, the clouds cleared
away after lunch and the sun came out for a spectacular set of
flying demonstrations in the afternoon. We were delighted by
both military displays such as with the Cormorant, 407
Squadron CP-140 and a single CF-18 fighter jet but also the
veritable RCAF Snowbirds display team and some incredible,
dare-devil flying both singly and in combination from many

Arthur, he’s the one on the right!
civilian pilots. Ms. Teresa Stokes from Gene
Sourcy Airshows was absolutely amazing in
her wingwalking on the Grumman "Showcat"
biplane as she stayed on the wing top whilst
her pilot threw the biplane around the skies in
high 'G' maneuvers to the delight of the large
airshow crowd.
Also seen was the occasional STAR WARS
Imperial Stormtrooper from the Galactic
Empire (not as tall as you would think it
seems!) but there was no sign of his spaceship
at the airshow.

aging

Photo: SLR Im

Credit and many thanks to CASARA
Nanaimo member Bob Longmore for
organizing us all, including parking passes, a
good location and stimulating conversation
throughout the day! Good Job! We show him
here in front of the CC-115 Buffalo aircraft
next to our own display. Thanks also to the
CASARA Vancouver Island Zone teams who
flew down in their own aircraft from Victoria
and Port McNeill.
4

m

h

fro
s
o
ot

ep
r
o
M

Comox Armed
Forces Day

Photo: SLR Imaging

Early this summer Kamloops area held a SAREX with a task to locate a “missing family in a green minivan
along the TransCanada Highway west of Kamloops,” a mission very similar to two actual tasks we had in
the previous year or two. We were flying between Kamloops and Cache Creek checking roads, roadsides,
campgrounds, viewpoints, and other possible stopping or wreck areas along the route. On the return track,
Theresa, one of our most experienced spotters located a green vehicle off the road and deep in a ravine.
You would not have been able to spot it from the roadside or most locations on the ground. It was difficult to
spot even from the air. I suspected it was not previously found. It was on its wheels and the windshield was
still intact despite having obviously crashed off the highway.
After returning to the SHQ and a brief discussion with our AAD, it was agreed that I should report this
finding to the RCMP. The Mounties went to the site almost immediately and reported back that the vehicle
was a 1988 Jeep Grand Cherokee that was reported missing in 2010 — five years ago! — when it had
fallen off a transit trailer and the owners could not find it. Fortunately, no one was in the vehicle at the time
of the accident.
During exercises we occasionally make such findings and often don't report them, assuming the RCMP will
not do anything about it — obviously not the case here. And what if there were still survivors or remains?
Clive Giolma, Navigator
Kamloops
5

OK…this is my first article for CASARA….where to start? It's easy to entertain SAR
Techs……just be politically incorrect. CASARA on the other hand, I have been
carefully feeling out how much I can get away with. The FFSSF acronym for the
survival pattern seems to be well accepted (STOP HERE and yes, you should be
going over the FFSSF in your head).
I would like to say a big thanks to Henry Ilg for keeping me on track and making sure
I had someone to whine to about my travel adventures. From dog crap on my boot,
to airlines losing my flight bookings…..Henry got to hear it all. Those were lonely,
confusing months in the beginning, not having a military partner in crime to hang
out with in the ever so desolate CASARA Office hidden in an obscure area of the
squadron. As you all know, that lonely space is now filled by Captain Bob
“Hurricane” Evans (every pilot should have a call sign….right?). He came along and
made work fun again. Besides being a really good SAR pilot, he is actually a nice
guy too (insert P.E.R. Points here).
Over the last few months, Bob and I have been flying around the province having a
good time meeting all the members. Socials, hearing the stories, and yes, putting
you through your paces, so far, so good. Just in case you didn't know, every region
has passed and you guys are enthusiastic players. What more could we want? Oh
wait….I know…..more involvement of the Buff or Corm…..make it more fun for you
guys! From serviceability issues, to lack of aircraft with flying hours, trust me, we
are as frustrated as you.
Looking into the future, I know Mean Jean used to schedule his meetings around
hunting season (whenever that is?), but I am more of a motorcycle/summer guy, so
you can bet I will do most of my work during the good riding months. Bob and I are
both maintaining our flying currency as it's hard to let go of the old ways……or is it
that we are not at that age yet. Must be the latter I think. We both have a passion for
this job of search and rescue, and judging by what we have seen, the members of
CASARA do too.
Keep up the good work!
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As long as I have been involved with PEP Air I have
always focused on what makes us safer and more
effective. To that end, I believe we should be very proud
of the inroads we have made. I know I am extremely
proud to be involved with an organization which is as
professional as this, with hardworking, dedicated
volunteers. I know you are proud too.
From time to time we come across something that raises
an alarm. In itself it would seem minor but has the
potential to reduce both our safety and our effectiveness.
In this case it is incorrect or incomplete Mission Forms
(PEP Air #008). Many members of the executive have
noticed a rash of incorrectly completed forms from a
number of zones. The most worrying part for me is that
search object information is missing, task information is
missing, and debrief information is missing.

Brian Dunham

This is a strong indicator that proper mission planning is
not taking place. It also indicates that our aircrew flying
training
is becoming currency based rather than mission
Executive Member
based, in other words, we are only flying to check off
currencies. This depletes the effectiveness of the training. Often I am seeing four different search
patterns (plus transit) in a one hour flight. It seems like speed-dating to me and certainly doesn't
improve our effectiveness. We need to practice the same way we intend to carry out a mission,
exercising our full team of aircrew, SHQ personnel, administrators and zone officers.
The second and equally distressing observation is that this phenomenon is being picked up at the
executive level instead of the zone level. This means that our oversight which is so important in
keeping us safer is being diminished. Mistakes or incorrect Mission Forms should be intercepted
by the aircrew themselves, Search Coordinators, Zone Administrators, AADs and Zone
Commanders.
The much hated paperwork we are asked to complete is not merely a paper trail. It is also a
means to identify disturbing trends and their underlying issues. It is a testament to the
professional standard in which we carry out our day to day operations and training and it helps
make us SAFER AND MORE EFFECTIVE.
I hope everyone was able to enjoy a safe and fun filled summer. Thank you for everything you
do “That Others May Live”.
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Photo taken at the
Chilliwack Flying
Club, April 20 where
Paul Monchamp and
George Nunn did a
two hour CASARA
presentation to the
students of Principal
Air flight school, with
fifteen attendees. A
Powerpoint slide
presentation was
followed by a handson demonstration of
ground ELT homing
procedures.

Paul Monchamp is on the far right side of the photo
and George Nunn is beside him in the blue shirt.

Outreach
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Left Seat
Musings
Henry Ilg
Provincial Training Officer

It's my pleasure to introduce and welcome Pat McSorley as our Deputy Provincial Training
Officer. Major (Retired) Pat McSorley joined PEP Air/CASARA earlier this year after more than 35
years of service with the RCAF, much of it spent in the SAR program. His operational squadron
background (as a navigator) included three tours on the C-130 Hercules and one tour on the
DHC-5 Buffalo, over the course of which he accumulated more than 5,000 military flight hours
and took part in numerous SAR missions and major searches. He also worked as a Search
Coordinator at JRCC Victoria. In addition, his service included senior positions in the SAR
program, including Buffalo Flight Commander at 442 Squadron Comox, Officer-in-Charge of
JRCC Victoria, RCAF secondment officer to the National SAR Secretariat (NSS) and Senior SAR
Staff Officer at Canada Command Ottawa.
Pat is a member of the Vancouver Island Zone Victoria PEP Air/CASARA unit, where he was
assisting the local Training Officer with ground continuation training activities prior to taking on
the additional role of deputy Provincial Training Officer. Pat will assume the Provincial Training
Officer role when my term as PTO ends.

Pat McSorley at the
five thousand hour mark!

Continued on page 22.
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The Hangar at YSE

- Doug Barry, ZBB

, ZBB
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Don Cadman
(Zone Commander NE)
was checking the
Prince George
webcam for weather
and discovered a
murder of crows!
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Missing Woman Located by Cranbrook Crew
Allister Pedersen
Cranbrook PEP Air
Training Officer &
Cranbrook GSAR
Cranbrook PEP Air located a missing woman in her car on August 20 in support of a GSAR
tasking. Two days later, on Saturday afternoon, there was a tasking for a missing male at the
request of Cranbrook GSAR. A crew in C-FHLT searched the Bull River FSR and Sulphur
Creek FSR until dusk. Sunday morning a road search was conducted between Cranbrook and
Coleman along Highway 3. There was another road/river search on Sunday afternoon and
although visibility was fairly good our eyes were watering from smoke irritants. Sunday evening
I met with two of the GSAR managers and agreed upon our tasking for Monday, however the
Monday morning conditions and forecast were MVFR deteriorating to IFR. The heavy smoke

Brian Weeks,
long-time member and
former navigator,
monitoring radio comms,
SPOT share pages
and text messaging.

and poor visibility grounded our search aircraft along with three air tankers fighting nearby
wildfires for several days. The subject's vehicle was located on Tuesday in the area we were to
search on Monday and the subject himself was located by the RCMP early Wednesday. The smoky
conditions were very frustrating, especially after having concluded a successful search a few days
earlier, but a note of thanks from Cranbrook GSAR lessened the frustration. In an email, Greg
Bedwell, President Cranbrook Search & Rescue, stated that, “Again I want to thank you and
CASARA for another fantastic effort to find Mr. Rice. The time and miles that your group
dedicates to Search and Rescue will never go unnoticed by CBKSAR. Although the outcome is a
sad time for his family and friends, you can be sure all our efforts are much appreciated. Again,
thank you.” Recent efforts working with GSAR over the last few years have resulted in not only
more taskings but very often an immediate request for PEP Air support as soon as our GSAR
11
colleagues are tasked.

The Good Old Days

as seen by C. Pachal
Part 5

A joint announcement was made in early 1986 by the Minister of
National Defence and the Minister of Transport Canada of the
formation of the Civil Air Search and Rescue Association. The
Association back in 1986 was sponsored by both National Defence
and Transport Canada.
On or about April 1st, 1986 all provinces and territories reported
the number of members each organization had. I remember
without hesitation that BC (PEP Air) had 1,746 members, Alberta
at this time was governed by the Alberta Aviation Council and had
something like 1,400 members. Other provinces and territories
reported very few members except Ontario which had a
reasonable unit I believe in the Niagara Peninsula. Some other
areas had near zero membership. Remember these numbers, you
will read more about this later on.
Prior to April 1986 an invitation was sent to all provinces and
territories with advice that a meeting would be held in Ottawa to
introduce the formation of Civil Air Search and Rescue Association
(CASARA). The meeting would be held in the old railway station in
downtown Ottawa, now converted to a conference centre.

Charles Pachal joined the RCAF in
1942 and retired from the Canadian
Armed Forces in 1970. He served as
CASARA National President for six
years and has been a member of
PEP Air for over forty-three years.
Prior to 1986, the founding year of Civil Air
Search and Rescue (CASARA), rumours were
floating around about the possibility of a
National Air Search & Rescue unit being
considered. I first heard about this I believe back
in 1983 while on a visit to Comox. It wasn't long
after this that a committee was selected to
consider such a possibility.
This committee consisted of Ozzie Osborne and
Doug McQueen, both officers of 442 Squadron
and the third member was someone from either
Ontario or Quebec and could have been a
Transport Canada member, I cannot remember
his name. Being that Ozzie and Doug were both
442 Squadron members, they had much
experience with PEP Air, it stands to reason then
that much input to the founding of CASARA had
considerable PEP Air influence.

There were at least two members from each province and
territory at this meeting plus several military officers, Transport
Canada representatives, media including radio and television,
press and some insurance reps. Quite a few people in all.
Each provincial and territory member attending had a microphone
at his disposal. All conversations were translated from English to
French and French to English by two translators sitting in separate
booths at the rear of the meeting room.
After several briefings by various individuals, the end result came
about with some interesting statistics. For the first five years of
the current Contribution Agreement, the Ministers of Defence and
Transport would each provide $400,000 for each year. It was also
announced that the CLOs would control the funding that each
member organization received through their base finance office.
The initial insurance cost would be $80,000 with a limited number
of flying hours allowed, anything over this amount would be an
additional charge.
The military person from Ottawa who would have the overall say
at the time was a Lieutenant Colonel, who I believe was from the
office of the Director of Operations and Training. During this early
segment of CASARA he was a sensible guiding individual. Many
other things happened at this meeting which I no longer
remember in detail, except the election of a CASARA President.

Continued on next page.
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Now, where are the keys to this puppy...
I think I'll take it out for a spin!

Introducing our new
Assistant Provincial
Safety Officer
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Hello from Warren McCormick, the new Assistant Provincial Safety Officer. I am honoured to be
accepted as Assistant Provincial Safety Officer under Chuck Henderson. Safety is an important
issue especially when considering the type of activities we do in CASARA. We need to actively keep
safety front and centre in all events, it won't happen by itself.
I gained my PPL through an Air Cadet scholarship at the famous Rockcliffe Flying Club in Ottawa
the year man walked on the moon. After moving to BC twenty-five years ago, I discovered CASARA,
briefly first in Prince George then in Nanaimo. I came up through the ranks: spotter, navigator and
finally pilot about ten years ago. I was also Area Air Deputy for the Nanaimo Area and am currently
the Deputy Zone Commander.
I work for the BC Ministry of Environment in the field of Air Quality work. It involves assessing
ambient air quality through monitoring and the use of dispersion models for both regional air
quality issues and assessing the impact of large industrial facilities such as pulp mills. The work
involves extensive use of meteorological data from both our own sites and data from Environment
Canada. New advances now include the use of numerical weather models to generate
meteorological date.
I look forward to working with Chuck and all the Provincial Executive in this role. Here I am at the
last CASARA event at the Comox Air Show (photo above) which turned out well considering the
weather in the morning.

Pachal - Continued from previous page.
Someone made the decision prior to the meeting that if a vote were to take place within the organization, each province
and territory would have one vote for each member. With BC having 1,746 votes and a BC member who was a helicopter
pilot just recently retired from 442 Squadron in Comox it was very obvious that Bob Goldie was elected as the first
President of CASARA. I do not recall if the new Executive was voted in at this meeting or the second CASARA meeting.
More of this in a later segment.
The end result was that the BC Provincial Emergency Program (PEP) and the Alberta Aviation Council would be the
Member Organizations for these provinces and all other provinces and territories would more than likely be named such
as CASARAMAN for Manitoba and so on. The Alberta Aviation Council ceased being the Member Organization for
Alberta several years later.
The evening after this meeting was quite joyful, you can just imagine in your own minds what happened.
I certainly can.
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Peter Sleeman

ZBB

Down on the
ground in
Squamish after a
busy flight in May
and a gorgeous day
in beautiful BC!
From left to right:
spotters Marie Le
Bihan, Sandie
Meggyesi, Rick
Kinnear, pilot
Colette Morin and
navigator Peter
Sleeman. Photo
taken by Francois
Leh who Peter
describes as a
veteran instructor,
having been the
“stick and rudder”
guy for PRO at ZBB,
did some time
instructing for the
RCAF at Portage La
Prairie, and is fun in
the classroom.

On a Saturday in August I did a practice SAR exercise in a C206 out of Squamish operated by
Glacier Air and owned by its pilot, Colette, who I was navigator for....we had four spotters, six people
and sixty gallons of fuel. I was impressed at how the 206 handled the short strip with a full load of
people and fuel....despite the fact I had flown them (C206 ) from short gravel and ice strips in the
bush out of Fort St. John thirty-five years ago.
Our second flight search area was around Garibaldi Lake and Black Tusk (which Henry Ilg flew
Garry and Sandie and I around). One photo shows what looks like an earth dam holding back the
turquoise colour water of the glacier fed Garibaldi Lake (called “The Barrier” by hikers. -Ed). You can
see a stream of white water flowing out of the base of the "dam" in at least two places. The
government is fearful that the wall will let go and flood the valley. A reasonable thing given what
happened at the Hope and Frank slides....and Pemberton with a ten kilometre lake behind. We flew
by and I took a few pics of Table Top Mountain, Black Tusk and the lake. The glaciers have receded
dramatically due to global warming; Colette once landed ski planes on them with tourists. She is a
veteran mountain pilot.
When I first met Colette about twelve years ago she solved a long standing and perplexing question
for me. During my B737 flights south from Prince George, near the SKYPO intersection I often
observed snowmobile tracks in the snow on high glaciers but there were no roads leading to the ice
fields. They were flown in using a ski equipped Pilatus Porter from Glacier Air.

Continued on next page.
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Peter Sleeman - Continued from previous page.

Colette is a cancer survivor! This flight was one of her
first after recovering from her cancer treatments. She
reminds all you women out there to get tested...
...before its too late.
The flight took us over Gambier
Island doing a segment and
coastline search, then RTB to
ZBB via overhead YVR. After a
debrief and sandwich at ZBB we
did an ELT search up Indian
Arm, then a shoreline/contour
search back to Squamish. It took
me about three and a half hours
to drive home to Richmond due
to the traffic jams created by the
FIFA Women's soccer match in
Vancouver!
At right, passing by
Garibaldi Lake.

Continued on next page.
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Peter Sleeman - Continued from previous page.

The Barrier below Garibaldi Lake.

Overflying YVR en route to ZBB.

A great view
of
Table Top
Mountain.
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FROM THE DESK OF....
Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

Welcome to the Fall 2015 edition of the PEP Air Safety
Newsletter. I continue to be amazed at the quantity
and quality of submissions to this newsletter. To
date Trevor Black, the editor, has not yet said
“enough” so keep the articles coming.
This newsletter is circulated across Canada
it would be nice to hear from those east of
us. We are gathering email addresses for flying clubs across
the nation so we can promote our aviation safety mandate by sending them a copy. Should you
know of a club not receiving this newsletter please send the contact info to our Director.
I am pleased to welcome Warren McCormick to the PEP Air Provincial leadership as our
Assistant Provincial Safety Officer. Warren is a pilot and member of the Vancouver Island Zone
and I look forward to sharing the Safety Officer duties with him. More from him later.......
One of the projects we have been working on is a review of the Safety Management Manual and
the inclusion of Safety Bulletin #3. We have indexed the manual and made some minor wording
changes. Safety Bulletin #3 deals with why the difference in reporting density altitude in
Foreflight vs Nav Can METARs. You can access the latest version under the documents section
in the PEP Air Foreflight program or on the PEP Air website at: www.embc-air.org
Our other major project is the new mapping program designed to replace the outdated TOPO
and JOG maps we currently use. The first edition is up and running and can be accessed on-line
by requesting a user name and password from either Alton King (pepair.casara@gmail.com) or
Fred Carey（
fcarey@telus.net). We continue to work on the project and hope to have the maps
available on Ozi shortly and on iPad next. We are also working with a programmer to integrate
our maps and SPOT tracking with an EMBC disaster reporting program. We are seeking your
feedback on the first edition of maps so please send your comments to myself at:
chuckhenderson.kam@gmail.com
On the August 14-16 weekend I flew up to Houston, BC to attend a joint GSAR/PEP Air
SAREX. There were over sixty participants from seven GSAR units from Prince Rupert to
Dawson Creek. This was an excellent chance to “show our stuff” and thanks to the SAR
Awareness Fund we were able to bring in PEP Air assets from Terrace to Vanderhoof. Our
presence was greatly appreciated and I think we even recruited a few excellent members. We
have been invited to participate in the next event and would like to invite 442 Squadron to
enhance the event even more.

That's all for now. Think Safety!
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Newfoundland pre-flight - Trevor Black, ZBB

Kim and Bryan at our
set-up at the Langley
Fly-In this summer,
spreading the word
about PEP Air /
CASARA through the
Outreach program.
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Long Service Recognition Awards
at Search Headquarters in Victoria
June 14, 2015

25 years: Darcy joined CASARA
in Winnipeg, then moved to Port
McNeill and ended up in Victoria in
late 1996. He has a lot of
operational and administrative
experience, was awarded a PEP Air
Certificate of Appreciation, and was
pilot for the Vancouver Island team
which won the BC SAREX in 2003.
Over the years, he has served as VI
Zone Commander, Deputy Zone
Commander, Victoria's Area Air
Deputy, pilot, navigator, and spotter.

Robert Northcott with Darcy Graham.

20 years: Marie initially joined the
search headquarters team, becoming
a spotter two years later. She
participated in the 2004 National
SAREX in Comox and in 2008
compiled the PEP Air history, for
which she was awarded a Certificate
of Appreciation. She is one of the few
to fly a spotter training flight in a Sea
King. She's also interested in
administration, volunteer recognition
(including Volunteers of the Year) and
communications. She was an
Associate Member of the Para
Rescue Association of Canada for ten
years.

Marie Woodruff.
Continued on next page.
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Long Service Awards. Continued from previous page.

10 years: After qualifying as
spotter and navigator in 2006,
Robert went to the BC SAREX
three years later. He then trained
as a Search Coordinator and
became Victoria's Area Air
Deputy in the summer of 2012,
while continuing to fly as a
navigator. He has also flown as
a spotter in the Sea King.” Marie
is holding Robert's ten-year pin
over his shirt pocket.

Marie Woodruff with Robert Northcott.

5 years: In addition to flying
with us as a spotter, David has
been with Metchosin Ground
SAR for six years. He's also a
member of the Critical Incident
Stress Management (CISM) team
for the BC SAR Association. This
team helps SAR volunteers deal
with stress after intense searches
(suicides, body recoveries).

Robert Northcott with David Kirkham.
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...from Steve Bridger, Abbotsford

Colette coming in to Squamish on a
wing and a prayer...or is that, a wing
and a bear?!

Steve Bridger took a photo of Peter
Sleeman taking a photo of pilot
Colette Morin!

The search
headquarters was set
up for the military
evaluation of the SW
Zone in Abbotsford.
One plane was crewed
and sent out, at least
one ELT ground search
crew was tasked. This
photo was from George
Nunn's Cessna 172.
Our crew was
successful in homing
the ELT and spotting
the ground target as
well. The SAR Tech in
the orange jump suit set
up the LL at Rowena's
near Harrison Mills. The
photo was from our
initial fly over and then since there is a runway at the golf course we
shot a missed approach so I was able to capture this closer target photo.

Photos:
Steve Bridger
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Henry Ilg. Continued from page 9.
Many of our members will have an opportunity to meet Pat during the coming winter season.
Pat and I will share the training session visits to each of our six zones, accompanied by SAR
Tech Dave “Knubs” Knubley.
The 2015 Provincial SAREX was scheduled for July 17-18 at Penticton. The weather conditions
prior to the SAREX were hot and dry, the wildfire situation became a major concern. A week
prior to the SAREX a risk assessment was done by the Executive. Due to probability of
extensive smoke in the SAREX area and along the inbound route for participants the SAREX
was canceled.
Always better to be on the ground wishing you were flying - than to be flying wishing you had
stayed on the ground. Director Alton King, OPS Chief Chris Campbell (Central Zone
Commander) and Logistics Chief Babs Tarasiuk are owed a huge “Thank You” for their
extensive prep work for the SAREX which unfortunately had to be canceled.
The National SAREX is being hosted by our own 442 Squadron at Comox from September 13th
to 18th. SAR units and equipment from all bases in Canada will participate. Two BC crews and
one NWT crew will be the CASARA participants. All Provincial Training Officers and CASARA
National's Brian Bishop and Rob McKenzie will attend. Here's hoping for a “smoke free” week.
A reminder to all CASARA members who have a pilot license. Check the expiry date on the
inside front page of your pilot license, now called an ADB (Aviation Document Booklet).
Ensure it is renewed prior to expiry.

SPOT batteries check – Good idea to check the tracking light is flashing green prior to
transmitting. Also a good idea to check the SPOT battery level after the flight.
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Here are some photos from our trip to Kaslo, BC. This is one
of the last remaining Fire Lookouts in the province, Mount
Tina Rahn.
Lavina Fire Lookout at about 8,000 feet in elevation.
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This newsletter requires input from you!
So, if you did anything, are, or will be
doing something in your Zone, let me
know (and thereby everyone else) with
a brief and snappy article...remember
however, that this is not the place for
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To”
pieces or those of an instructional
bent. These would best be placed as
links on our website, although
serialized articles are
acceptable...first and foremost, this
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying
interesting photos would be
to me,
m
e
h
t
d
wonderful but they should be
les, sen at
c
i
t
r
a
r
o
gf
captioned. Write them, get them to
Black
Lookin
Trevor shaw.ca
me and I’ll do the rest.
chley@
fin

The deadline for the next issue is November 30

th

