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(Romans 4:25) He was delivered over to death for our 
sins… 

Have you seen the Rocket Mortgage commercial? A 
young family is looking at a home they’d like to buy. It’s 
beautiful. The wife says to her husband: “Can we even 
afford this house?” The husband replies: “I’m pretty sure 
we can.” Celebrity Tracy Morgan suddenly joins the 
conversation as he quips: “Pretty sure? With Rocket 
Mortgage you can be certain – not pretty sure!” An 
inquisitive husband asks: “What’s the difference?” And 
so, the “lesson” begins as Tracy offers to illustrate the 
difference between “pretty sure” and “certain.” 

Soon you see the family huddled together in the cargo 
section of an airplane from which they are about to 
skydive. As the husband is braced in the doorway, 
preparing to jump, Mr. Morgan shouts over the noise of 
the engines: “I’m pretty sure these are parachutes…” Just 
as the father takes his leap of faith, one of his daughters 
points out that her “parachute,” the splitting image of her 
father’s, is really nothing more than a kid’s backpack. As 
you might expect, after a series of similar lessons, the 
family is convinced that “certain” is so much better than 
“pretty sure.” 

Dear Christians, although the calendar suggests that 
Easter has passed, the certainty it provides has not. Each 
day we face powerful temptations and suffer, at times, 
from doubt and fear. The great accuser, Satan, is 
constantly playing on our guilt. He and his minions 
witness our transgressions. They are students of human 
nature. They know the kind of thoughts that go through 
our head as they poke and prod and tempt us. Satan 
doesn’t stop there. He turns up the heat. He holds our 
many sins before our eyes and with those sins, he tries to 
smash our confident standing with God. Although he’s 
out to shipwreck our faith completely, on many, many 
days he’s content to settle with “pretty sure,” as in, “I’m 
pretty sure God forgives me.” The devil knows that 
“pretty sure” is never enough. He knows that “pretty 
sure” will bring sleepless nights. He knows that “pretty 
sure” will have us searching for certainty in all the wrong         
      places. He’s knows that when we’re only “pretty sure” 

of our forgiveness, he’s got us right where he wants us. 

Our Savior God knows this too – of course he does! He’s 
the Author of our salvation. He knows that forgiveness 
and certainty must go hand-in-hand! So, he doesn’t leave 
us hanging. He gives us certainty both to enjoy and to 
proclaim.  He inspired his apostle to write: “[Jesus] was 
delivered over to death for our sins…” (Romans 
4:25).  We and those we serve need not doubt it. God 
promised salvation already in Eden. He gave more and 
more details as the centuries unfolded of One who would 
be bruised and pierced in our place. And then, his 
promise took on flesh and blood in the person of his one 
and only Son. There could be no mistake about it. Jesus is 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to punish Another in our 
place, and so with his wrath satisfied, remember our sins 
no more (Hebrews 8:12). 

We live forgiven! We have the Savior’s word on it: “It is 
finished!” (John 19:30). He was delivered over to death as 
payment in full for all our sin! But can you really count on 
the word of a dying man? It’s a fair question. A dead 
Savior would be no Savior at all. The One who promised 
to live and die as our Substitute also promised to rise 
from the dead to give us new life. So, when the Holy 
Spirit inspired Paul to write, “He was delivered over to 
death for our sins…” he made sure to add: “and was 
raised to life for (because of) our justification.” That, 
dear Christians, is certainty. The One who earned our 
peace with God, lives to proclaim it to us. He lives to 
constantly renew his promises to us in Word and 
Sacrament. 

Jesus is our LIVING Redeemer – the One who with his 
own holy blood, has paid for our sin completely. When 
we cling to Christ’s promises, we are not leaping blindly, 
like one putting trust in a child’s backpack or even a well-
packed parachute. We rest securely in the arms of the 
One who loves us and gave himself for us, the One who 
has risen from death to make and keep us his people 
forever.  

Certain is better! It’s the only way to live! 

Pastor Joel Zank 
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Memorials & Gifts 
Forward in Faith 2 
$25 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 
$40 Janice & Carrie Willer in memory of Carol 

Willenkamp 
$250 Robert Bauer in memory of William & Bernice 

Bauer 
$25 Don & Helen Meyer in memory of Louis 

Meyer 
$15 Pat Bellin in honor of Leta Krueger’s birthday 
$25 Mark & Carol Schmidt in memory of Chris 

Schumacher’s father 
$20 Mark & Anne Tollefson in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
WELS Christian Aid & Relief 
$25 Nancy Wunderlich in memory of Rev. Louis 

Meyer 
$20 Bruce & Faye Thede in memory of Rev. Louis 

Meyer 
$25 Thomas & Brenda Meyers in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$50 Jon & Della Young in memory of Rev. Louis 

Meyer 
Costa Maya Ministries 
$500 David & Mandy Gauvin in memory of Harold 

& Delores Smith  
 
 

Music Program 
$50 Ed & Trudy Stern in memory of Mary Woldt 
Ministerial Trust Fund 
$50 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
Mount Olive School 
$25 Dale & Jean Flunker in memory of Carol 

Willenkamp 
New Hymnal Fund 
$20 Donald & Diane Johnson in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$25 Robert Bauer in memory of Rev. Louis Meyer 
$25 Daniel & Jerelyn Grunwald in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$50 Werner & Jeanine Koehler in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$25 Kenneth & Mary Wehrman in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$25 Mary Seidler in memory of Rev. Louis Meyer 
$25 Louise Ebert in memory of Rev. Louis Meyer 
$50 Robert & Dorothy Luft in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$25 Jim & Mary Jo Van Dyke in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
$120 Staff at Zion Lutheran Columbus, WI in 

memory of Rev. Louis Meyer 
$100 Mount Olive Male Chorus in memory of Rev. 

Louis Meyer 
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Membership Changes 
Baptisms:   

 Emma Joyce Schlavensky, daughter of Michael 
Schlavensky and Brittany Plutz, baptized on 
March 28, 2021 

 Josephine Kaye Priewe, daughter of Pastor and 
Carissa Priewe, baptized on April 2, 2021 

 Harper Lee Miller, daughter of Andrew and 
Ashley Miller, baptized on April 25, 2021 

Called to Glory:   

 Pastor Louis Meyer, passed on April 12, 2021 

Transfer Out: 

 Michael & Michelle Rindt to Immanuel Lutheran, 
Greenville, WI 

 Caden Rindt to Immanuel, Greenville, WI 
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Church Council Report from April 19, 2020 Meeting 

Pastors’ Report 
• Pastor Wordell: Writing a paper for the WELS Pastors’ Conference on the Book of Revelation.  
• Pastor Raasch: The Asia One committee is seeking a missionary for Thailand.  
• Pastor Zank: Focused on assignments for the district. The call window for teachers is closed with 28 

vacancies in the district. There are over 200 teacher vacancies across the WELS.  There are 17 pastor 
vacancies in the district, and 136 pastor vacancies across the synod.  

• Pastor Priewe: Provided an update on his daughter, Josie.  

Financial Report 
Reviewed March financial report:  
• March offerings were $9,307 higher than budgeted. 
• Tuition was $5,961 higher than budgeted. 
• Other income was $17,922 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income was $2,654 lower than budgeted. 
• Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions, were $13,192 lower than budgeted. 
• The net gain for March, including FVL/Synod distributions of $27,888 was $22,679.  This compares to a 

budgeted net gain of $12,141. The result is $10,538 better than budgeted for the month. 
Reviewed YTD (39 weeks ending March 31, 2021) financial reporting: 
• Offerings are $72,682 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income is $79,474 lower than budgeted. 
• Total expenses are $124,575 lower than budgeted.  
• YTD net gain is $21,676 which compares to the budgeted YTD loss of $23,426.  The result is $45,102 

better than budgeted. 
Forward in Faith cost tracking update: 
• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that Forward in Faith 2 receipts amount to $591,571 at 

the end of March 2021 of which $478,883 came from pledges. Total Forward in Faith 2 pledges are 
$1,752,350 at the end of March 2021.    

• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that Forward in Faith funds are available to make 
another bond prepayment. The board approved making an additional payment on Series B Bond Note for 
$75,000. 

FVL 
Jeff Loberger, FVL President, joined the Church Council meeting to provide updates on FVL High School and to 
discuss the Mount Olive contributions for 2021 – 2022. 

Forward in Faith 2 
Pastor Raasch provided an update on Forward in Faith phase 2 and shared drawings of the new commons 
area and conference room.  Construction is planned to start Memorial Day weekend and be completed 
around the time school begins in Fall. 

Announcements 
• Next Church Council meeting on Monday, May 17, 2021 

May Usher Schedule  
 Saturday, 5:30 PM - OPEN 

 Sunday, 8 AM - Mark Arnold (Captain), Ross Prochnow, Stephen Hetzner 

 Sunday, 9:15 AM - Mark Toll (Captain), Mark Schmidt, Richard Wunderlich 

 Sunday, 10:30 AM - Jay Vanderhoof (Captain), Mike Kesting, Michael Keller 

 Monday, 6 PM - John Hoh (Captain), Ken Jaeger, Victor Bode 
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Church Library News 
Adult Fiction:  Look Up From Your Phone: So I Can Love You, by Amy 
Vannieuwenhoven.  Have you ever thought that your children are 
spending too much time on their phones?  Are you looking for a 
gospel-driven way that your family might reconnect in this age of 
ever-present technologies?  Written by a middle school teacher and 
mother of four children ages 8 to 16, this book is an interactive 
journal meant to help parents communicate with their grade school 
and high school children about balancing and moderating their smartphone use.  Using thought-provoking 
prompts, the author leads parents and children toward reflecting on their behaviors, considering how to balance 
smartphone usage with family time, and ultimately turning to God in thanks for the gift of family.  

Child Nonfiction:  The Lord's Prayer: Matthew 6:5-14, Luke 11:1-4 for children, by Robert Baden.  Arch Books 
series.  Through fun-to-read rhymes and colorful illustrations, this book teaches children how Jesus taught the 
people to pray.  Ages 5-9. 

Why I Praise You, God, by Michelle Medlock Adams.  A wonderful little board book that is perfect for teaching 
young children not only about thanking God, but why we praise Him also.  Ages 2-5. 

Internet Link to the Church Library: Go to www.mountoliveappleton.com, click the "Member's Page" heading 
found at the top of the homepage.  Then within the "Quick Links" section on the right, select "Church Library 
Access." You will be taken to the church library's website where you can perform a custom search or simply click 
on "New Materials" to see what's been recently added to the library. 

Return all materials to the "Book Return" slot at the check out counter. 

Come Check us Out!! 

Our Mission Partners In Vietnam Learn to 
Zoom! 
Despite the pandemic, the Lord has provided a way for 
the WELS to continue training the Hmong Fellowship 
Church leaders. The last WELS trip to Vietnam was in 
January 2020. In November, the Vietnam mission team 
responded to the request of the Hmong Fellowship 
Church and offered Zoom training to 57 students in 
Hanoi. Rev. Joel Nitz teaches the gospel of Mark and I 
teach Law and Gospel.  

The students are divided into two groups. Each group 
spends eight hours per week online. Due to poor Wi-Fi 
connections, some students have had to travel to the 
city to get a better connection. They have never 
utilized technology to assist in their ministry before. 
Instruction via Zoom is something new for them. It 
took me two days to guide the students in how to use 
the program. Praise be to God, they finally learned 
how to use it! Due to their excitement, some students 
have asked permission for their wives and parents to 
join our training as well. They are welcome in Christ’s 
name! 

During the training. Rev. Nitz asked the students to 
recall the blessings in their lives given to them through 

Christ. Pastor Tsheej and Ntsuablooj said, “The biggest 
blessing in my life is the opportunity to be part of 
WELS training in Vietnam.” Pastor Nukhai said, “The 
more I learn from WELS, the more I feel like I know 
nothing about the Scriptures. There is so much to 
learn. If I look back to the last eight years, before I 
received WELS training, I saw a dark path in front of 
me. But now I see a clear path before and after me. I 
will dedicate my whole life to learning from WELS, God
-willing.” 

Written by Rev. Bounkeo Lor, Hmong Asia ministry 
coordinator 

Zoom meeting 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com
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SISTERS 

Romans 8:28 – And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. 

Please mark your calendars for some upcoming 
events that you might like to attend! 

• Brainstorming Meeting - May 5, 2021, 6:30 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall 

• Garden Gathering - July 7, 2021, 6 PM at Kerri 
Kleist’s home 

• Fall Retreat - September 11, 2021 - Our theme is 
"Taking Your Thoughts Captive" 2 Corinthians 
10:5 Such as all arrogance that rises against the 
knowledge of God, and we make every thought 
captive so that it is obedient to Christ 

 8 AM Brunch 

 9 AM Presentation with Stacie Nagorski,  
 Licensed Professional Counselor, Christian 
 Family Solutions. 

• 2021 Fox Valley Advent by Candlelight      
"What Child Is This" Nov 27, 2021, 1 PM at     
Fox Valley Lutheran High School. Fellowship and 
dessert to follow after service.  

WLC Congregational Matching Grant 
Program 
Wisconsin 

Lutheran College 

(WLC) is a liberal 

arts college 

affiliated with the 

WELS and is committed to providing quality 

teaching, scholarship, and service that are rooted in 

Holy Scripture; promoting the spiritual growth of 

students and preparing students for lives of Christian 

leadership.  WLC offers a Congregational Matching 

Grant program so that churches can encourage and 

support students who want to attend WLC.  WLC will 

provide a dollar for dollar match, up to $500, for any 

congregational grants given to full-time, 

undergraduate students.  Each year, a number of 

Mount Olive students are enrolled at WLC. 

Mount Olive’s Scholarship Committee must approve 

all distribution from the WLC Matching Grant Fund.  

The actual amount of the yearly grant is the same 

for every student who submits an application by 

May 1st for the upcoming school year. 

 

Mount Olive has awarded $500 grants for the 2021-

2022 school year to the following students: 

 Grace Flatau 

 Gabrielle Medema 

 Matthew Medema 

 Abbey Schuff 

 Addie Slominsky 

 Rachel Volkman 

As the WLC Matching Grant Fund is a restricted 

fund, the Fund does not receive support from 

Mount Olive’s operational budget.  The WLC 

Matching Grant Fund is dependent only on direct 

contributions.  If you would like to contribute to the 

WLC Matching Grant Fund, simply indicate your gift 

on any blue envelope.  Based on federal and state 

tax regulations, donations to the Fund cannot be 

directed to any specific student, but must be 

awarded equally among qualified students from the 

congregation.   

Mount Olive’s Scholarship Committee, 

Al and Debbie Vetting 

Steve and Tami Wasser 

Ron Zahn 
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Mount Olive SCRIP 
Support Mount Olive 

Lutheran Church and 

School while you shop. 

Use gift cards to buy 

gas, groceries, and 

everything else you’re 

already buying—while raising money. It’s easy, it’s 

rewarding, and it fits right into your busy schedule.  

The SCRIP desk is open in the church atrium 

Sundays from 8:45-9:15 AM, 10-10:30 AM and in 

the school office Mondays and Fridays from 2:45-

3:15 PM when school is in session.  Please contact 

Carol at scrip@mountoliveappleton.com with any 

questions. 

Apple Valley Food Pantry 
The pantry's next collection date is May 16, 2021.  

The following list of items are needed by the 
pantry: peanut butter, jam, pork n beans, canned 
pears, mandarin oranges, canned pasta, boxed 
instant rice, 1 pound bags of rice, boxed mashed 
potatoes, helper meals, cookies, cheese flavored 
crackers, body wash, bath tissue and paper towel. 

To give monetary donations, please make checks 
out to WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry and send to:       
Apple Valley Food Pantry, c/o St. Matthew’s 
Church, 129 S. Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914. 

LWMS 

Thank you to Pastor Dennis Kleist for a wonderful 
presentation on Costa Maya Ministries at our April 
LWMS Mission Night. Thanks also to the great group 
of people that were there and for the generous 
donations to Costa Maya Ministries. Please keep this 
mission in your prayers. 

The spring rally of our Paperland Circuit was held at 
Mt Calvary, Menasha on April 17th.  We were so 
grateful to have 110 men and women meet in 
person and worship together. The theme for the 
day, “We Will Tell the Next Generation” was 
endorsed by our speaker. Gerry Worden, staff 
minister at The Word Lutheran Church, Stevens 
Point, shared exciting news of what our Lord is 
doing with Campus Ministry at UW-SP. The mission 
collection, from our 31 circuit churches this past 
year, was over $10,700 of which $655 was from 
Mount Olive. Thank you to all who donated! The 
circuit projects are Outreach to Roma – world 
missions and WELS Campus Ministry – home 
missions. Praise God for this very generous offering! 

 

 

 

 

The International LWMS Convention will be virtual 
again June 24–27, 2021.  Please check LWMS.org/ 
for more information and updates.  

There are tabs for: 
Donations—either online giving or mail in 
Devotions—with dates and times of the devotions 
Speakers—home and world mission speaker videos 
Zoom Rooms—an opportunity to listen and share 
thoughts with LWMS officers 
Business Meeting—anyone can attend the virtual 
business meeting, but must be registered. There is 
no charge.  

Mount Olive will be hosting the Paperland Circuit 
Fall Rally. Please watch the upcoming newsletters 
for more information and opportunities to serve.  

Coming soon… 

June 24-27 LWMS International Convention (virtual) 

mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
https://www.lwms.org/default/180014747
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Amazon Smile 
Do you use  

AmazonSmile? You 

can get the same 

products, prices, and shopping features 

as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you 

shop on AmazonSmile, 

the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 

the purchase price of eligible products to the 

charitable organization of your choice.  

AmazonSmile's impact: 

·         $1,425.65 to Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

and School of Appleton Wisconsin 

·         $217,644,976.48 to all charities in the US 

·         $237,615,915.89 to all charities worldwide 

Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile: 

1.      Visit smile.amazon.com. 

2.      Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials. 

3.      Choose a charitable organization to receive 

donations, or search for the charity of your choice. 

4.      Select your charity. 

Thank you for supporting Mount Olive! 

Trinity Marie Anderson 

Benjamin Brian Beyer 

Emma Elizabeth Beyer 

Isabelle Rose Beyer 

Molly Elizabeth Ann Bixby 

Eliana Elizabeth Brenn 

Joseph Gregory Collins 

Emily Marie Durn – nonmember 

Hayden Joseph Filen 

Evelynn Grace Hass 

Hayden Alexander Joch 

Brody Michael Kaphingst 

Connor Jacob Kempf – nonmember 

Carson Andrew Motowski 

Erin Marie Nelson 

Isaiah Matthias Nogar 

Natalie Elaine Ott 

Lucas Jarrod Papendorf 

Delaney Victoria Peterson 

Halle Makena Rademacher 

Adison Bee Rodd 

Jonah Harold Salzwedel 

Trey Edward Schaefer 

Aidan James Schmidt 

David Eli Schumacher 

Blake Jacob Vanderhoof 

God’s Richest Blessings to our Confirmands This Year! 

May 1  Red Beyer, 86 

May 2  Mark Johnson, 76 

May 2  James Tank, 87 

May 5  Herbert Neeck, 83 

May 5  Paul Noffke, 88 

May 6  Dennis Leahy, 77 

May 11 Roy Schlavensky, 82 

May 13 Richard Wunderlich, 75 

May 17 Robert Johnson, 82 

May 19 Leta Krueger, 77 

May 19 Kermit Coenen, 88 

May 23 Nancy Wunderlich, 84 

May 24 Irene Hintz, 77 

May 26 Majorie Thede, 93 

May 27 Charles Dreger, 92 

May 28 Marilyn Becher, 80 

May 28 Werner Koehler, 92 

May 29 Wayne Strelow, 85 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F


 

                          May 2021 Mount Olive Messenger     Page 8 

Summer Worship Service Schedule 
Saturday at 5:30 PM 

Sunday at 8, 9:15, 10:30 AM 
Monday at 6:00 PM 

 Outdoor services will be held at 10:30 AM on the last Sunday of the month 
(weather permitting) 

Click here to go to our website calendar for more details and the most up-to-date information.  

May 5   Women’s Ministry Brainstorm, 6:30 PM 

May 11   LWMS Meeting, 6 PM  

May 13   Ascension Service, 6 PM 

May 16   Apple Valley Food Pantry Pickup 

May 27   Mount Olive School Graduation, 6 PM 

May 29   Volunteer Demolition Day 

May 30    Called Worker Anniversary Celebration, 9:15 AM 

May 30    Outdoor Worship Service, 10:30 AM 

May 31   Memorial Day, Church Office Closed 

June 19-21  New Member Welcome Weekend    

June 24-27  LWMS International Convention (vitual) 

June 27   Mount Olive Family Fest 

July 7   SISTERS Garden Gathering, 6 PM 

Sept. 11   SISTERS Fall Retreat 

Nov. 27   Fox Valley Advent by Candlelight, 1 PM 

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

WELS United in the Fox Valley 
WELS United is a group of 20 congregations located in the Fox Valley Area. 
We have joined together to be able to accomplish things that we could not 
do on our own. Our prayer is that, through this cooperation, we can better 
serve the people of our congregations and our community. Please visit our 
website www.welsunited.org to learn more about our ministry. On our home page you will find a Facebook 
link, we encourage you to “like” us. You will also find a newsletter sign-up on our website, please enter your 
contact information to receive emails regarding upcoming WELS United events.  

The New Hymnal Fund 
After years of research and development, the Wisconsin Synod is set  
to publish a new hymnal, scheduled for release in the fall of 2021.  It 
will feature new hymns and settings, as well as time-tested favorites, 
geared to meet the needs of worshippers in every congregation and 
culture. Advances in technology will enhance the planning and 
production of worship folders and slides. Mount Olive’s pastors and 
worship leaders are eagerly looking forward to utilizing this important 
tool in our worship services.  However, supplying new hymnals and supporting materials for a congregation 
the size of Mount Olive will require a considerable investment of resources.  If you would like to help make 
this project a reality, feel free to direct your special gifts/memorials to the New Hymnal Fund.  Thank you! 

https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/
http://www.welsunited.org

