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The Tenebrae service is a traditional service of the Christian church used during Holy 

Week to impress upon the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequences of sin 

and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice. The word Tenebrae means darkness, and 

indicates the darkness which covered the earth at the time of Christ’s crucifixion. The 

gradual extinguishing of the lights and candles symbolizes the resentment and hatred 

of the world over against the Savior. The loud sound, called the “strepitus,” represents 

the stone being rolled in front of Christ’s tomb. The removal of the Christ Candle at the 

end of the service symbolizes the death of Jesus. The return of the candle represents the 

sure hope of his resurrection.  
 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

M: O Lord, open my lips, 

C: and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 

M: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

Psalm 22   (selected verses) 
 

M: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

C: Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
 

M: O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 

C: by night, and am not silent. 
 

M: But I am a worm and not a man, 

C: scorned by men and despised by the people. 
 

M: All who see me mock me; 

C: they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
 

M: “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. 

C: Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
 

M: Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, 

C: they have pierced my hands and my feet.   
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M: I can count all my bones; 

C: people stare and gloat over me. 
 

M: They divide my garments among them 

C: and cast lots for my clothing. 

 
 

PRAYER  
 

M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus 

Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and 

suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who 

now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 

JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: God did not spare his own Son: 

C: But gave him up for us all. 

 

Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 53:7 

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb 

to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his 

mouth. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: Mark 15:1-5 
1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law 

and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and 

handed him over to Pilate. 2 "Are you the king of the Jews?" asked  Pilate. "Yes, it is as 

you say," Jesus replied. 3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate 

asked him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you 

of." 5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

 

 



M: It was for us that you suffered, O blessed Jesus; it was for our sins you were         

condemned to die. Oh, grant that we may detest our sins and obtain your mercy 

and pardon. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C:  Have mercy upon us. 
 

Silence for meditation 

The first candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn: O Dearest Jesus  

Christian Worship 117:1,4  
 

O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken 

That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken? 

Of what great crime have you to make confession 

What dark transgression? 
 

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 

The Shepherd dies for sheep that love to wander; 

The Master pays the debt his servants owe him, 

Who would not know him. 

 

JESUS BEARS THE BURDEN OF OUR SIN 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: The Lord has laid on him the guilt of us all: 

C: He was stricken for our transgression. 

 

Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 53:4 
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 

stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: John 19:16-17 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of 

Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic 

is called Golgotha). 
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M: O Jesus! Grant us, by virtue of your cross, to embrace with meekness and cheerful 

submission the difficulties we encounter for your name’s sake, and to be ever ready 

to take up our cross and follow you. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 

 

Silence for meditation 

The second candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

Christian Worship  127:1-3  
 

1. Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,  

See him dying on the tree! 

'Tis the Christ, by man rejected;  

Yes, my soul, 'tis he, 'tis he. 

'Tis the long-expected Prophet,  

David's Son, yet David's Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it:  

'Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS IS MOCKED 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: Like one from whom men hide their faces 

C: he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
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2. Tell me, as you hear him groaning,  

Was there ever grief like his? 

Friends through fear his cause disowning,  

Foes insulting his distress, 

Many hands were raised to wound him,  

None would intervene to save, 

But the deepest stroke that pierced him  

Was the stroke that justice gave. 

3. If you think of sin but lightly  

Nor suppose the evil great, 

Here you see its nature rightly,  

Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed;  

See who bears the awful load— 

'Tis the Word, the Lord's Anointed,  

Son of Man and Son of God. 



Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 22:7-8 
7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 8 "He trusts in the 

LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him." 
 

New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 23:35-37 
35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved 

others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 36 The soldiers 

also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, "If you are 

the king of the Jews, save yourself." 
 

M: O Lord Jesus, many are the times that we have turned away from you. We ask that 

you guard and protect us with your power from the enemies that may cause harm 

to our soul. May we cling to the salvation that you have given us on the cross at 

Calvary. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 
 

 

Silence for meditation 

The third candle is extinguished. 
 

Hymn:  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

Christian Worship  105:1-3  
 

O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded, With thorns your only crown, 

O sacred head, no glory Now from your face does shine; 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine. 
 

Men mock and taunt and jeer you, They smite your countenance, 

Though mighty worlds shall fear you And flee before your glance. 

How pale you are with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn! 

Your eyes with pain now languish That once were bright as morn! 
 

Now from your cheeks has vanished Their color, once so fair; 

From your red lips is banished The splendor that was there. 

Grim death with cruel rigor Has robbed you of your life; 

Thus you have lost your vigor, Your strength, in this sad strife. 
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JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: They have pierced my hands and feet: 

C: I can count all my bones; the people stare at me and gloat. 

 

Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 53:12 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 

the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 

transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 23:33-34a 
33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the 

criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing." 

 

M: O Lord Jesus, draw us to yourself as you drew the dying criminal; intercede for us 

even as you interceded for those who reviled and crucified you. Remember us in 

your kingdom, and let your cross be our comfort in our final distress. Have mercy 

on us, O Lord: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 
 

Silence for meditation 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 

JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 

 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: Christ for our sake became obedient unto death. 

C: Even the death of the cross. 
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Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 53:8 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 23:44-46 
44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the 

ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I  commit my spirit." 

When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

 

M: O Lord Jesus, we look to the honored cross where you did love us even unto death. 

In that death we place all our confidence. From this time forth let us live only for 

you; and in dying, let us die embracing you by faith. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 

 

Silence for meditation 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

 

Hymn: O Perfect Life of Love 

Christian Worship 138:1-2,4-5  
 

Oh, perfect life of love! All, all is finished now, 

All that he left his throne above To do for us below. 
 

No work is left undone Of all the Father willed; 

His toil, his sorrows, one by one, The Scriptures have fulfilled. 
 

And on his thorn-crowned head And on his sinless soul 

Our sins in all their guilt were laid That he might make us whole. 
 

In perfect love he dies; For me he dies, for me! 

O all-atoning Sacrifice, You died to make me free! 

 
 

 

 

 

7 



Continued on the next page. 

JESUS IS DEAD 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 

C: My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 

 

Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 34:20 
He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: John 19:33-37 
33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not  

break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing  

a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his 

testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may 

believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of 

his bones will be broken," 37 and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one 

they have pierced." 

 

M:  Jesus, Lamb of God, you gave yourself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all   

people when you died on the cross. Grant to us the desire to give you thanks and 

praise in our lives for the gift of salvation which you have given to us through   

your death. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C:  Have mercy upon us. 
 

Silence for meditation 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 
 

Psalm 31 (Pastors)  
 

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

Be my rock of refuge, 

a strong fortress to save me. 

Into your hands I commit my spirit; 

redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth. 
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My times are in your hands; 

save me in your unfailing love. 

How great is your goodness, 

which you have stored up for those who fear you. 

You heard my cry for mercy 

when I called to you for help. 

 

JESUS’ BODY IS LAID IN THE TOMB 
 

M: Behold Jesus, the innocent Lamb of God; 

C: By his cross he has redeemed us from sin. 
 

M: you will not abandon me to the grave, 

C: Nor will you let your Holy one see decay. 

 

Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 53:9 
He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he had 

done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

New Testament Fulfillment: John 19:38-42 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a    

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he 

came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who 

earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the 

spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the 

place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in 

which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and 

since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

M: We, too, O God, will descend into the grave whenever it pleases you. Let your      

decrees be fulfilled; let our sinful bodies return to dust, but in your great mercy, 

receive our immortal souls, and when our bodies have risen again, place them    

likewise in your kingdom that we may love and bless you for all eternity, for        

Jesus’ sake. Have mercy on us, O Lord: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 



 

Silence for meditation 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 

 

Solo: “He Has Borne Our Griefs” 

 

The Removal of the Christ Candle 
 

The Closing of the Tomb 

The Strepitus 
 

A Promise Is Made 

 

The Return of the Christ Candle 
 

THE SILENT RECESSIONAL 
 

 

In silence and in darkness, the congregation leaves the church, dismissing from the 

back to the front. We ask you not to speak until you have left the church completely. 

 

 

 

Officiants………...….…………………Pastors Priewe, Raasch, Wordell, and Zank 

Organist……………………………..………...........................................Klint Kaddatz 

Soloist………………………………………………………………………Ben Zietlow 
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Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
 

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, 
the members of Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the   
gospel in Word and sacrament to win the lost for Christ, to nurture one 
another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for lives of    
Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 

 930 E. Florida Avenue  
 Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 
             Church & School Office ......................................... 739-9194 
 Church and School Website:      

 www.mountoliveappleton.com 
 E-mail: church.office@mountoliveappleton.com or 
  school.office@mountoliveappleton.com 
 

 Pastors: 
Timothy T. Priewe ........................................... 944-5920 
Robert F. Raasch ............................................ 830-1142 
Nathan A. Wordell  .......................................... 903-7788  
Joel M. Zank ................................................... 733-3171 
Ronald C. Gorske ........................................... 731-5703 

 Principal: 
Landon J. Zacharyasz ..................................... 422-3832 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
  Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
  Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
  Monday 6 p.m. 

 

Holy Communion: First and third Sundays of the month in both       
services, at the Saturday evening service preceding those Sundays, 
and at the Monday evening service following those Sundays. We     
practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister congregations in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS are       
welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to           
commune, please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com/
mailto:church.office@mountoliveappleton.com

