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“STRENGTHENING the disciples and ENCOURAGING 
them to remain in the faith.” (Acts 14:22) That’s what 
Paul was doing as he traveled through ancient Turkey. 
But how? That’s the tricky part. 

 

 

 

 

 
We’ve talked a lot about encouraging one another 
these days, especially in Christian circles. But how do 
we do it?  

Those ancient Turks had begun to feel the heat of 
following Jesus. They experienced persecution, and I’m 
sure they felt better when they saw old pastor Paul. He 
was probably a nice guy, with plenty of compliments 
for those he loved. Perhaps you’ve been holding out 
for the day when you can see your old friends again, 
preferably people who have a lot of nice things to say 
to you. That will be nice. But Paul didn’t encourage 
people by trying to make them feel better. 

I’ll bet he did remind those believers to trust in God, 
especially when they were hurting. And when you 
point friends to God’s love despite our pain, that’s 
sound teaching. But that’s not how the Bible describes 
Paul’s encouragement.  

Instead, Acts chapter 14 says, “Then they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the 
disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the 
faith.” But how’d they do it? “’ We must go through 
many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,’ they 
said.” Many hardships? That wouldn’t make them feel 
better! That doesn’t sound like good news at all 
because it wasn’t.  

It seems Paul did not set out to solve the problems of  

the persecuted disciples. And he wasn’t there to 
reassure them it would all work out. No, he was there 
to encourage—literally in his language, “to pull up 
alongside” them. So he did what one scholar calls 
“speaking to the deep-down fear.” 

Each one of us carries around within our hearts a deep-
down fear. Maybe yours is related to your health. 
Perhaps it’s your children or your love-life, or—well, 
you know what it is for you. When someone 
encourages you, they help you conquer that fear for 
today. You can get out of bed with a little courage. You 
can face the next day, have that difficult conversation, 
stick with your project. And it helps when someone 
speaks to your deep-down fear. 

That’s true of each individual you encounter too. No 
matter how polished they look, or how disheveled, no 
matter how confident or meek. Everyone’s got a deep-
down fear. And you, dear disciple, you know how to 
speak to it—because God has spoken to you.  

The Lord, your God, has looked at you and said, “We.” 
You and I walk every step together because “Never will 
I leave you, never will I forsake you.” He said, “We 
must go through many hardships.” Jesus knows this 
world is scary because he foretold, “In this world, you 
will have trouble, but take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” He said, “We must go through many 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” And enter 
the kingdom of God we will. His irrevocable promise is, 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God.”  

Would you do your neighbor the gracious service of 
listening for their deep-down fear? Then you will be 
ready to speak to the deep-down fear with all the 
grace of Jesus—“STRENGTHENING the disciples and 
ENCOURAGING them to remain in the faith.” (Acts 
14:22) 

Pastor Nathan Wordell 
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Memorials & Gifts 
February Correction 

Connie Prasher gave in memory of Orvin, Phyllis & 
Jay Rieckmann 

New Hymnal 

$25 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 
Mary Woldt 

$100 Robert & Dorothy Luft in memory of Mary 
Woldt 

$100 Kevin & Michele Rust in memory of Mary 
Woldt 

Ministerial Student Trust 
$30 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Judy 

Yohr’s brother, Jack Wunderlich 
$30 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Fred 

Zwicker’s brother, David Zwicker 
$50 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 

Dorothy Splieth 
$25 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 

Barb Umnus 
$25 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 

Don Wenninger 
$30 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Don 

Wenninger 

Forward in Faith 2 

$25 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 

$25 Mark & Tanya Tesch in memory of Bernice 
Thyssen 

$100 Ken & Jean Neumann in memory of         
Rev. John F. Murphy 

$25 Carl, JoAnn & Jenni Klemp in memory of 
Barb Unmus, mother of Sue Talo 

$25 Werner & Jeanine Koehler in memory of 
LeRoy Huebner, step-father of Mary Jo    
Van Dyke 

Tuition Assistance 

$189 Mary Seidler in memory of Tom Seidler 

Mount Olive School 

$100 Kenneth & Mary Wehrman in memory of 
Elda Van Handel  

Organ Music 

$50 Carl, JoAnn & Jenni Klemp in memory of 
Mary Woldt, former piano teacher & Mount 
Olive organist 

  

Membership Changes 
Baptisms:   

 Cameron Michael Schmudlach, son of Jason & 
Susan Schmudlach, baptized on January 31, 2021 

 Waylon James Ring, son of Brian & Daydre Ring, 
baptized on February 14, 2021 

Called to Glory: 

 Don Wenninger, passed on February 5, 2021 

 Carol Willenkamp, passed on February 21, 2021 

Transfer Out: 

 Abigail Arnold to St. Mark Lutheran, Leesburg, FL 

 M/M John & Barbara Knapp to St. Peter/CORE 
Lutheran, Appleton, WI 

 M/M Don & Edith Priebe to St. John Lutheran, 
Kaukauna, WI 

 M/M Cameron & Miriah Seidl (1 child) to 
Immanuel Lutheran, Greenville, WI 

 Elijah Weber to St. Peter Lutheran, Freedom, WI 
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Church Council Report from February 15, 2020 Meeting 
Pastors’ Report 
• Pastor Priewe: Working on getting members of the congregation involved with music and singing.  
• Pastor Zank: Working on the Ash Wednesday sermon with a new series called the Hands of the Passion.  For 

the synod, Pastor Zank is preparing for the synodical council meeting next week.  
• Pastor Raasch: Spending time working with the Asia One team.  Pastor Raasch is the chairman of the Asia One 

committee.  Building remodel committee update: Working on the layout of the new classrooms and new 
kitchen. Piano room will likely become the audio-visual room.   

• Pastor Wordell: Preparing for confirmation and graduation.   

Financial Report 
Reviewed January financial report:  

• January offerings were $23,567 lower than budgeted. 

• Tuition was $437 lower than budgeted. 

• Other income was $10,003 lower than budgeted. 

• Total income was $34,007 lower than budgeted. 

• Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions, were $42,201 lower than budgeted. 

• The net loss for January, including FVL/Synod distributions of $20,932 was $79,905.  This compares to a 
budgeted net loss of $88,099. The result is $8,194 better than budgeted. 

Reviewed YTD (31 weeks ending January 31, 2021) financial reporting: 

• Offerings are $72,425 lower than budgeted. 

• Total income is $61,911 lower than budgeted. 

• Total expenses are $103,831 lower than budgeted.  

• YTD net loss is $69,524, which compares to the budgeted YTD loss of $111,440.  The result is $41,920 better 
than budgeted. 

Forward in Faith cost tracking update: 

• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that Forward in Faith 2 receipts amount to $416,594 of 
which $307,266 came from pledges at the end of January 2021. Total Forward in Faith 2 pledges are 
$1,752,350 at the end of January 2021.    

• Assistant Treasurer Fred Strey informed the board that Forward in Faith funds are available to make another 
bond prepayment. The board approved making an additional payment on Series C Bond Note for $100,000 
paying it off in its entirety.  

Rock Review 

• Review the status of each leadership team rock (“on track” or “off track” or “complete”). 

• The members of the church council reviewed the Mount Olive one-year plan and Rocks.  (The Rocks are the 
quarterly goals for Mount Olive church and school.)  Status updates will be provided at the March church 
council meeting. 

Announcements 
• Next Church Council meeting on Monday, March 15, 2021 

Thrivent Choice 
Thrivent members, if you own a qualifying Thrivent product (e.g. life 
insurance, etc.), please consider directing your Choice Dollars to Mount 
Olive, FVL or the WELS.  Call (800) THRIVENT, go to  https://
www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html 
or contact your Thrivent rep.  
 *Please note, 2020 Choice Dollars will expire if not used by March 31, 2021.  

https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html
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LWMS 

Thank you, Mount Olive for your generosity during 
our “Heart for Missions Candy Sale.” God blessed 
our sale and the total amount donated was $1,900. 
This money will be sent to the Central African 
Medical Mission to help provide preventative health 
care and to treat illnesses in Zambia and Malawi. 
Thank you all again. To God be the glory! 

Paperland Circuit LWMS Spring Rally: April 17 

Location: Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, N8728 
Coop Road, Menasha, WI; Bethel Lutheran Church, 
Menasha will be the co-host 

Registration: 8:00 - 9:00 AM followed by business 
meeting and speaker 

Lunch: 12:00 PM 

Theme for the day: “We Will Tell the Next 
Generation.”  

Guest speaker: Gerald Worden, Campus Ministry at 
UW-Stevens Point 

Please sign up in the Atrium if you plan to attend the 
rally. Mission offerings will be gathered the 
weekends of March 7th and 14th.  Please place your  

offering in the box in the Atrium or use the blue 
March envelope in your offering box and deposit it 
in the offering plate. The money is going for the 
world mission project “Outreach to Roma (Gypsy 
Ministry)” and home mission project “WELS Campus 
Ministry Support.” 

Looking ahead…the congregation is invited to 
LWMS Mission Night, April 13th at 6:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. We are excited to have Pastor 
Dennis Kleist talk to us on Costa Maya Ministry. He 
is currently serving on the board of directors of the 
Costa Maya Mission and will share news and 
updates on what God is doing in Mexico. Watch the 
bulletin for more news. 

Coming soon… 

• March 9, 6:00 PM LWMS Meeting, Fellowship 
Hall 

• April 13, 6:00 PM LWMS Mission Night, Costa 
Maya, Pastor Dennis Kleist, Fellowship Hall 

• April 17, Paperland Circuit Spring Rally, Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church, Menasha 

• June 24-27 LWMS International Convention, 
Sharondale, Ohio 

March 3  Elleanor Zimmer, 97 

March 7  Fay Dreger, 88 

March 13  Fred Strey, 84 

March 14  Patti Jo Arnold, 75 

March 19  Darwin Hintz, 77 

March 19  Mary Borchardt, 89 

March 23  Char Kiesling, 75 

March 26  Mary Hintz, 76 

March 28  Tom Bartel, 77 

March Usher Schedule  
Saturday, 5:30 PM 
OPEN (Captain), Michael Hyne, Ross Prochnow 
Sunday, 8 AM 
Mark Toll (Captain), Mark Arnold, OPEN 
Sunday, 9:15 AM 
Tim Weihing (Captain), Scott Rademacher, OPEN 
Sunday, 10:30 AM 
Jesse VanderHeyden (Cptn), Michael Keller, OPEN 
Wednesday Lent Services 
March 3 
10AM Tom Bartel(Cptn), Ross Prochnow, John Hoh 
6PM Chad Krowas (Cptn), Dayton & Pierce Krowas 
March 10 
10AM Tom Bartel(Captain), John Hoh 
6PM Chad Krowas (Cptn), Dayton & Pierce Krowas 
March 17 
10AM Tom Bartel (Captain), John Hoh 
6PM Tim Weihing (Captain), Michael Keller, OPEN 
March 24 
10AM Tom Bartel (Captain), John Hoh 
6PM OPEN (Captain), Gary Manske, OPEN 
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SISTERS 
Hands and Feet of Jesus 

Last month we talked about how God loves it when we 
come to him in prayer. It’s one of the most important 
and effective ways to help others in need. God 
answers those prayers to help and encourage others in 
ways that we would never be able to do ourselves. He 
also encourages us to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  
You! Me! Our Mount Olive family!  

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10 

Humbly Use the Gifts God Gave You 

So by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as 
God distributed a measure of faith to each of you. For 
we have many members in one body, and not all the 
members have the same function. In the same way, 
though we are many, we are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another. Romans 12:3-5 

What a great blessing to be one body in Christ.  We all 
have different gifts and opportunities to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus. Not for our glory but to glorify God 
and to reflect HIS love here on earth.  Mount Olive is a 
“Family Growing in Christ” we can show love and 
encourage the members of our family who are going 
through trials.  

What gifts are you blessed with? Making meals, 
cookies, running errands, technology, shoveling snow, 
cleaning, giving a hand with child care? Whatever your 
gifts are - why not put them to good use and use them 
to God’s glory? 

Do you have a need? Our SISTERS Committee wants to 
encourage you to reach out if you need help.  Do you 
want to help those with a special need? We want to 
inspire and connect those who want to help with 
those who need a hand or a compassionate listening 
ear.  First always reach out to your pastors.  They love 
you and want to serve you too.  But, to assist our 
pastors we would also like to encourage you to send 
an email to sisters@mountoliveappleton.com. You can 
reach out to one of our committee members as well.  
We would like to pray for you.  We can keep your 
name private, or if you like, would be glad to share it 
with our standby prayer team.  

If you are a person who would like to volunteer to be 
on our prayer team, or to have the opportunity to use 
your gifts, email us!  We would like to have a list of 
people that we can contact to be the “hands and feet 
of Jesus”.  

The following women are part of the SISTERS 
committee. They welcome you to reach out to them… 

Gloria Knoll – gjknoll@att.net  
Holly Pautz – hollypautz5@gmail.com  
Mandy Ehlke – mandy.ehlke@gmail.com  
Carissa Priewe – Carissa.priewe@gmail.com  
Dawn Gunderson – salsamomma5@gmail.com  
Beth Flatau – elizabethflatau@gmail.com  
Kerri Kleist – kerrikleist@gmail.com 

Apple Valley Food Pantry 

The pantry's next collection date is March 14, 2021.  

The following list of items are needed by the pantry: 
crackers; cookies; hamburger, tuna and chicken helper 
meals; macaroni & cheese; 1 pound bags of rice; boxed 
instant white/brown rice; boxed rice side dishes; canned 
pasta; canned pears; applesauce; peanut butter; jam. 

To give monetary donations, please make checks out to WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry and send to:       
Apple Valley Food Pantry, c/o St. Matthew’s Church, 129 S. Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914. 

mailto:sisters@mountoliveappleton.com
mailto:gjknoll@att.net
mailto:hollypautz5@gmail.com
mailto:mandy.ehlke@gmail.com
mailto:Carissa.priewe@gmail.com
mailto:salsamomma5@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethflatau@gmail.com
mailto:kerrikleist@gmail.com
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Click here to go to our website calendar for more details and the most up-to-date information.  

February 27  Pizza Fundraising Pickup 12:30-2 PM 

March 3   Lent Worship Service at 10 AM & 6 PM 

March 4   Simple Communion Services, 10 AM and 6 PM 

March 9   LWMS Meeting, 6 PM 

March 10   Lent Worship Service at 10 AM & 6 PM 

March 14   Apple Valley Food Pantry Pick-up 

March 15 -19  Mount Olive School Spring Break 

March 17   Lent Worship Service at 10 AM & 6 PM 

March 24   Lent Worship Service at 10 AM & 6 PM 

April 1   Maundy Thursday Service at 10 AM & 6 PM 

April 2   Good Friday, Church Office Closed 

April 2   Good Friday Service at 4, 5:30, 7 PM 

April 4   Easter Service at 6:30, 8, 9:30, 11 AM 

April 13   LWMS Mission Night, Costa Maya by Pastor Dennis Kleist, 6 PM  

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Mount Olive SCRIP 

Support Mount Olive 

Lutheran Church and 

School while you 

shop. Use gift cards to 

buy gas, groceries, and everything else you’re 

already buying—while raising money. It’s easy, it’s 

rewarding, and it fits right into your busy schedule.  

Scrip rebates are distributed annually and you can 

choose to put your earnings towards: 

1. Tuition for a family member who attends Mount 

Olive. 

2. Tuition for another family with a student who 

attends Mount OIive. 

3. Mount Olive's Tuition Assistance Fund. 

4. Mount Olive's General Fund. 

5. Mount Olive's Forward in Faith 2 Fund. 

6. Cash payout to your family. 

The SCRIP desk is open in the church atrium 

Sundays from 8:45-9:15 AM, 10-10:30 AM and in 

the school office Mondays and Fridays from 2:45-

3:15 PM when school is in session.   

Questions? Contact Carol by calling (920)739-9194 

or emailing scrip@mountoliveappleton.com.  

Amazon Smile 
Do you use  

AmazonSmile? You 

can get the same 

products, prices, 

and shopping features as Amazon.com. 

The difference is that when you shop 

on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to the charitable organization of your 

choice. This past quarter, Mount Olive Lutheran 

Church and School of Appleton Wisconsin received 

a donation of $136.68. 

AmazonSmile's impact: 

·         $1,425.65 to Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

and School of Appleton Wisconsin 

·         $217,644,976.48 to all charities in the US 

·         $237,615,915.89 to all charities worldwide 

Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile: 

1.      Visit smile.amazon.com. 

2.      Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials. 

3.      Choose a charitable organization to receive 

donations, or search for the charity of your choice. 

4.      Select your charity. 

Thank you for supporting Mount Olive! 

https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/
mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F

