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As with Gladness Men of Old 

Christian Worship 83:1,3 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 
 

Psalm 33 
 

M: Endow the King with your justice, O God, 

C: the royal Son with your righteousness. 
 

M: He will defend the afflicted among the people 

C: and save the children of the needy. 
 

M: He will endure as long as the sun, 

C: as long as the moon, through all generations. 
 

M; He will be like rain falling on a mown field, 

C: like showers watering the earth. 
 

M: All kings will bow down to him, 

C: and all nations will serve him. 
 

M: All nations will be blessed through him, 

C: and they will call him blessed. 
 

M: Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

C: May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking  

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God   

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant:  I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one  

and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the 

perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 60:1–6 

God’s promise for the nations 
 

1 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.               
2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord   

rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All 

assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried   

on the hip. 5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with    

joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will 

come. 6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And 

all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the 

Lord.” 
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SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 3:2–12 

Gentiles are heirs together with Israel 
 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to       

me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already 

written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into 

the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations         

as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This 

mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 

together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 7 I became a 

servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given 

me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to 

everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden  

in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ  

Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 

and confidence. 

 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1–12 

The coming of the Magi 
 

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod 

heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together 

all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 

written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.      



10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw   

the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.    
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

 

 

 

How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

Christian Worship 79:1 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
 

SERMON………………………………………………………..Pastor Robert Raasch 

Text:   Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

 

The Nations will Come to Your Light 

I. Foretold by the Prophet 

II. Fulfilled by the Magi 

     III. Celebrated by Believers  

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED LEADERS (Sunday services only) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 

  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and   

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

         

DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 

our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to 

live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Christian Worship 80:1,3,4 
 

 

 

 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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