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The Old Year Now Has Passed Away 

Christian Worship 71:1,4 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 
 

Psalm 103 
 

M: Praise the LORD, O my soul; 

C: all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
 

M: He forgives all your sins 

C: and heals all your diseases; 
 

M: he redeems your life from the grave 

C: and crowns you with love and compassion. 
 

M: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

C: slow to anger, abounding in love. 
 

M: He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

C: or repay us according to our iniquities. 
 

M: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

C: so great is his love for those who fear him; 
 

M: as far as the east is from the west, 

C: so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 

M: As a father has compassion on his children, 

C: so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 

M: for he knows how we are formed, 

C: he remembers that we are dust. 
 

M: Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field; 

C: the wind blows over it and it is gone. 
 

M: But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him 

C: from everlasting to everlasting. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: As we stand at the doorway to another new year, we are reminded of our sins    

during the year now drawing to a close. If we say we have no sin, we deceive     

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  (1 John 1: 8) 
 

C: But God has promised that if we acknowledge our sins and confess them to him, 

he will forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ. (John 1: 9) 
 

M: Let us call to mind those sins of which we are aware and seek God's forgiveness, 

and those sins of which we are not aware, and still need forgiveness. 
 

C: Forgive us, O Lord, for our sins and our sinfulness. We repent of all that has been 

done in the past that has transgressed your Law. We repent of all of our offenses 

and ask for your mercy and forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ. Grant that we 

may amend our sinful lives and begin this new year of grace with hope and joy. 
 

M: God has promised to hear us when we call to him and in his great goodness          

responds to our petitions. As a called servant of Christ, and in his stead, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 

mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 

leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph forgives his brothers 
 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So   

they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 

 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and 

the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the 

servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 
18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your 

slaves,” they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of 

God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 

now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for 

you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 4:29-5:2 

Get rid of bitterness and forgive each other 
 

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 

for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.         
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day    

of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along 

with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 

other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly 

loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

How many times shall I forgive? 
 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell 

you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven     

 is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the 



Continued on the next page. 

settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him.       

 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 

and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 At this the servant fell on his knees 

before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The 

servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 But when that 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 

coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded. 29 His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, 

and I will pay it back.’ 30 But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown 

into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had 

happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had 

happened. 32 Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I 

canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him 

over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 This is how my 

heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.” 

 

 

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

Christian Worship 493:1,3,4 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 

 
 

SERMON…………………………………………Seminarian Jeremiah Wallender 

Text:  Genesis 50:15-21 
 

 

 

   

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      

We look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name. 

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the 

countless gifts of grace we have received from you. 

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made. 

M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we 

are much more valuable than they. 

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things. 

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—all 

these come to us from your generous hand. 

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them     

to us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to 

anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live 

our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace. 

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his 

name we bring it to a close. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

                                                                     

THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

PRAYER 
M: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of your Son's body and blood. Bless us throughout the 

days of this new year now begun and keep us firm in the true faith throughout all 

of our years so that, on the day of our Lord's returning, we may, together with all 

your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom which has no 

end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Abide with Me 

Christian Worship 588:1,5,6 

Sung by the Congregation 

 
 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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