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Prepare the Royal Highway 

Christian Worship Supplement 702:1,2 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 
 

Psalm 85 
 

M: You showed favor to your land, O LORD; 

C: you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 

M: You forgave the iniquity of your people 

C: and covered all their sins. 
 

M: Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, 

C: and grant us your salvation. 
 

M: I will listen to what God the LORD will say; 

C: he promises peace to his people, his saints. 
 

M: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

C: that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

M: Love and faithfulness meet together; 

C: righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give 

us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 

world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11 

Prepare the way for the Lord 
 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid  

for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of one 

calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made 

low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of 

the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord 

has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are 

like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers 

and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people 

are grass. 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 

forever.” 
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9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good 

news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to    

the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 

and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense 

accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his  

arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 3:8-14 

The Lord wants all to repent 
 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed 

by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will 

be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy 

and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 

will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 

heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, where righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking 

forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 

him. 

 

Sunday 

“Comfort, Comfort” 

Joyful Noise 
 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 

John the Baptist prepares the way for the Lord 
 

1The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way”— “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for     

the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 
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 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by      

him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather      

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 

“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 

Comfort, Comfort, All My People 

Christian Worship 11:1,3 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 

 

 

SERMON…………………………………………………………….Pastor Joel Zank 

Text: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Coming Soon: The God of His Word!  

   

 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  
Continued on the next page. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

PRAYER 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 

will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 

day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 
                                                                     

On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry 

Christian Worship 16:1,2,4 

Sung by the Congregation 

 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Saturday Pianist………………………………………………………….Mrs. Michele Pfeifer 

Sunday Organist…………………………………………………………..Mrs. Sharon Meyer 

Monday Organist……………………………………………………………….Mr. Jon Riehle 

 
Divine Service I. © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703838. 
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Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
 

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, 
the members of Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the   
gospel in Word and sacrament to win the lost for Christ, to nurture one 
another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for lives of    
Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 

 930 E. Florida Avenue  
 Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 
 Church & School Office 739-9194 
 Church and School Website:      

 www.mountoliveappleton.com 
 E-mail:   church.office@mountoliveappleton.com or 
  school.office@mountoliveappleton.com 
 

 Pastors: 
Timothy T. Priewe............................................ 944-5920 
Robert F. Raasch ............................................ 830-1142 
Nathan A. Wordell  .......................................... 903-7788  
Joel M. Zank .................................................... 733-3171 
Ronald C. Gorske ............................................ 731-5703 

 Principal: 
Landon J. Zacharyasz ..................................... 422-3832 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
   Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
   Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
   Monday 6 p.m. 

 

Holy Communion: First and third Sundays of the month in both       
services, at the Saturday evening service preceding those Sundays, 
and at the Monday evening service following those Sundays. We     
practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister congregations in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS are       
welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to           
commune, please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com/
mailto:church.office@mountoliveappleton.com

