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O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Christian Worship 55:1,4 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

 
 

M: You love the world so much that you sent your only-begotten Son to live in our 

midst, and clothed him in human flesh and blood. 

C: We praise you, God the Father. 
 

M: You came into this world to give your life for us, that we might have the gift of life. 

C: We praise you, God the Son. 
 

M: Your presence among us and dwelling in us brings us life and light. 

C: We praise you, God the Holy Spirit. 
 

M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

C: and the government will be on his shoulders. 
 

M: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

C: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

M: Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. 

C: He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 
 

M: The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.     Isaiah 9:6-7 

C: To God be glory and praise, both now and evermore.  Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: there was a time when  the world sat in darkness, 

separated from God because of sin.  Since we human beings were unable to find  

God in that darkness, he came near to us as a baby, born of a virgin, bringing with 

him the great light of our salvation.  Come near to God, open your hearts to him,  

and confess to him your sins. 
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C: Most merciful God, we confess to you that we have sinned and that we are by 

nature sinful.  We have walked in darkness and sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed.  We deserve your punishment, now and forever.  For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and make your 

light shine upon us to scatter the darkness.  
 

M: Almighty God in his mercy sent his Son to be the true Light of the world. He came to 

live on this earth and to suffer and die to pay the price for your sins. Because of what 

Jesus has done for you, God forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of God 

and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

Christian Worship 38:15 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us 

free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 52:7-10 

The Lord has comforted his people 
 

7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 

proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 

“Your God reigns!” 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout  for 

joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes.  
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9 Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted 

his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the 

sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 1:1-9 

God has spoken by his Son 
 

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and          

in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son  

is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the 

angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels 

did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I 

will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6 And again, when God brings his firstborn 

into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7 In speaking of the angels 

he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 8 But about the 

Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will  

be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with 

the oil of joy.” 

 
 

THE GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 

The Word became flesh 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of 

all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.     
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was  

not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to 

everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world 

was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which   



was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to  

those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 

children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 

born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have  

seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

 

Let All Together Praise Our God 

Christian Worship 41:1,3,4 

Sung by the Male Chorus 

 

 

SERMON…………………………………………………….Pastor Timothy Priewe 

Text: John 1:1-14 
 

 

God Makes His Home With His People Once Again! 

   

 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of     

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again     

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the   

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      

We look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of 

time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and 

praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 

our Savior. 
 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 

know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds 

spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 

we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 

what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all   

people. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you,     

today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
                                               

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
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PRAYER 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

 

Joy to the World 

Christian Worship 62 

Sung by the Congregation 
 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Presiding Minister…………………………………………………………….Pastor Joel Zank 

Organist…………………………………………………………………….Mrs. Sharon Meyer 

Instrumentalists……………………………………......Katherine Oleszko, Seth and Norah  

             Jaeger, James and Julie Neujahr 
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