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It’s was the worst kind of silence—the kind that makes 
you feel the full weight of the things you’ve done. It was 
the kind of silence that made you wonder if he would 
ever speak to you again. He had tried and tried! He had 
chased after you long enough, but you just wouldn’t 
listen. You just couldn’t be helped, and now it seemed 
like maybe he was done trying. The silence forced you to 
remember some of the last haunting words he said,  
“Or else…”  

It was the worst kind of silence. God had stopped 
speaking to the world. His Bride had continued to run 
after other men. Now she would feel the effects of 400 
years of silence. Not a jot or a tittle written, not a vision 
or a dream recorded—only silence, the worst kind.  

We’ve got names to describe the effectiveness that 
silence has in alerting someone to a problem in the 
relationship: “The Cold Shoulder,” “The Silent 
Treatment”. As a kid, I could expect a stern “talking to” if 
I had been ordinarily naughty. But I remember a 
particular car ride home when the silence spoke volumes 
that a “talking to” never could. I knew I had really done it 
this time because I had left them speechless, 
disappointed—silent.  

It seems God’s silence also had a purpose: to drive his 
people to remember what he told them in the past and 
to take it to heart. Some of the last words of God before 
his silence come from the pen of the prophet Malachi, 
positioned as our last book of the Old Testament. “See, I 
will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and 
dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the 
hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts 
of the children to their parents; or else I will come and 
strike the land with total destruction.” (Malachi 4:5-6) 

The people were to look for the second Elijah, but it 
would be 400 years waiting, watching, wondering, all in 
the silence of not knowing when he would come. Then 
with five short words, God once again broke the silence 
of heaven as he sent his angel to deliver a message to a 
man named Zechariah. “Do not be afraid, Zechariah.” 

God was speaking to his people again! 13 “Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John…16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel 
to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the parents to their children and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”  (Luke 1:13,16-17) 

As we begin a new church year with the season of 
Advent (coming), we remember this season’s meditative 
purpose. Believe it or not, the purpose is not an 
extended reminder to put up the tree, buy gifts, and 
binge on early Christmas music. Advent’s purpose and 
meaning is threefold: to make ready a people prepared 
for 1) the coming of the Lord in flesh at Christmas, 2) the 
coming of the Lord in his Word, and 3) the coming of our 
Lord in glory at the end of time.  

Advent gives us time to reflect on what has gone wrong 
in our relationship and to turn our hearts back to God. 
For that reason, there is a note of solemnity to the 
season, but there is also joyful hope as we remember 
that God will surely fulfill the promises he made in the 
past—to come to us! 

It’s only because of his unending grace that his last 
words to us were not, “Or else.” They say a picture is 
worth a thousand words, but the gift God gave us never 
stops speaking. “In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son,” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

God bless your preparation for his coming! 

Pastor Priewe 
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Memorials & Gifts 
Tuition Assistance 

$25 Ken & Mary Wehrman in memory of 
Winifred Pankow 

Ministerial Trust 

$50 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 
Winifred Pankow 

$25 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 
Linda Kobin 

$30 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Dean 
Tesch 

$30 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Linda 
Kobin 

$50 Werner & Jeanine Koehler in memory of 
Frieda Carow 

$50 Werner & Jeanine Koehler in memory of 
Winifred Pankow 

$25 Lucille Stensberg in memory of Dean 
Tesch 

$100 Lucille Stensberg in memory of sister-in-
law, Donna Stensberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Forward in Faith 2 

$2,000 Wayne & Joan Strelow in memory of their 
parents Chester & Elvera Scheibe and 
Hugo & Elda Strelow 

$500 Ken & Mary Wehrman in memory of Elda 
Vandel  

$25 Dar & Irene Hintz in memory of Frieda 
Carow 

$25 Dar & Irene Hintz in memory of Winifred 
Pankow 

$25 Mark & Carol Schmidt in memory of Dean 
Tesch 

$30 Nancy Wunderlich in memory of Dean 
Tesch 

$20 Tammy Alksnis in memory of Adam 
Foshag’s mother 

$25 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 

$25 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 

$50 Robert & Barbara Luedtke in memory of 
Linda Kobin 

$500 Debra Tesch in memory of Dean Tesch 

$25 Don & Helen Meyer in memory of Dean 
Tesch 

$10 Kay Zuberbier in memory of Dean Tesch 

$50 Steve & Donna Melchert in memory of 
Bernice Thyssen 

Membership Changes 
Baptisms: 
 Abel Beier, son of August and Emily Beier, 

baptized on November 15, 2020 

Called to Glory: 
 Linda Kobin, funeral on November 13, 2020 
 Bernice Thyssen, funeral on November 16, 2020 
Transfer In: 
 Sarah Abrams (2 children) from Trinity Lutheran, 

Neenah, WI 
 Aaron Eichhorst (2 children) from Trinity Lutheran, 

Brillion, WI 
 M/M Jakob (Andrea) Parnau (2 children) from 

Bethlehem Lutheran, Germantown, WI 
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Church Council Report from November 16, 2020 Meeting 
Pastors’ Report 
• Pastor Raasch: The Board of Member Ministry began to reach out to members who have not attended in-

person service to check-in.  Many of these members are attending virtual service and were happy to receive 
the call.  In-person services are starting to fill up, and we may need to add an additional service if attendance 
continues to increase. 

• Pastor Wordell: Sending notes home with Mount Olive students to encourage families to attend in-person 
church service. Virtual Christmas program is being recorded and sent out. 

• Pastor Priewe: Bible instruction class continues to go well.  
• Pastor Zank: WELS Synodical Council met last week and was pleased to learn that through the end of October, 

God's people gave nearly $16.7 million dollars in offerings throughout WELS. That is 2.2 percent ($358,000) 
higher than the 2019 Congregational Mission Offering (CMO) for the same period and 4.3 percent higher than 
projected 2020 CMO receipts. What a wonderful spirit of generosity in the midst of a pandemic! 

Several of the Boards have members with their terms ending this year.  Many of the members have agreed to 
return for an additional term.  The Boards are seeking new members to replace those who decided not to return 
for an additional term.  

A motion was made and seconded for Andrew Motowski to fulfill the remainder of Steve Leffew’s term.  Motion 
carried.  

Financial Report 
Reviewed October financial report:  
• October offerings were $24,739 lower than budgeted. 
• Tuition was $2,864 lower than budgeted. 
• Other income was $3,349 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income was $30,952 lower than budgeted. 
• Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions, were $10,356 lower than budgeted. 
• The net loss for October, including FVL/Synod distributions of $18,488 was $64,860.  This compares to a 

budgeted net loss of $44,264. 

Reviewed YTD (17 weeks ending October 31, 2020) financial reporting:  
• Offerings are $50,386 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income is $54,960 lower than budgeted. 
• Total expenses are $95,570 lower than budgeted. 
• YTD net loss is $72,357, which compares to the budgeted YTD loss of $112,967.  The result is $40,610 better 

than budgeted. 

Continued concern over lower than budgeted offerings noted by those in attendance. Further recognized was the 
overall impact of COVID when comparing actual to budget amounts. 

Forward in Faith Phase 2 
The congregation committed $1.7 million towards phase 2.  The Church Council discussed how to prioritize the 
needs in phase 2. Recommended priorities: create classrooms downstairs in current fellowship hall, moving 
kitchen upstairs, convert old gymnasium into new fellowship space. 

The members of the Church Council unanimously provided their support to move forward with phase 2. 

Teacher Vacancies 
The Board of Education is recommending a special voters’ meeting on December 2, 2020 to fill the teaching 
vacancies.  The following resignations were announced: Ms. Petra Thao, Mrs. Carissa Priewe. 

Action Items 
•  Voters’ meeting on December 2nd at 7pm and on December 16th at 7pm 

Announcements 
•  Next Church Council meeting – Monday, December 14, 2020.   
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SISTERS—Advent by Candlelight 

Jesus is the Light of the world John 8:12 

Our SISTERS Advent theme this year is Jesus is the 
Light of the world.  Jesus is our Light!  2020 has 
been quite a year! Pandemics, unrest, elections. But 
we know as God’s children, we can find comfort in 
his Word. The gospel always points us and reminds 
us to keep our eyes focused on JESUS! He’s our 
HOPE, he’s our LIGHT, and most importantly, he’s 
our SAVIOR!  

We usually would be excitedly preparing for our 
Advent by Candlelight service.  But, this year, like 
everyone else, we’ve had to do things differently.  
How thankful we can be that God and his gospel 
continues to be shared in so many different formats. 
So, this year your SISTERS Committee has come up 
with different ways to connect all of us, so we feel 
united as we prepare our hearts for CHRISTmas.  
Hopefully, by now, you have received in the mail a 
magnet and a devotional letter.  We encourage you 
to read through the handpicked Bible readings. How 
wonderful to know that all of the Mount Olive 
sisters are united together as we read through the 
same Bible study. 

We have also put together a recorded Advent by 
Candlelight service, The Light to Brighten Your 
Christmas.  To view, please click on this link and 
watch it at your convenience.  

Enjoy reading the following passages as you are 
reminded again of the LIGHT! 

Psalm 4:6 Let the Light of your face shine upon us,   
O Lord.  

 

Psalm 18:28 You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; my 
God turns my darkness into Light. 

Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my Light and my salvation—
whom shall I fear? 

Psalm 56:13 For you have delivered me from death 
and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before 
God in the Light of life. 

Psalm 89:15 Blessed are those who have learned to 
acclaim you, who walk in the Light of your presence, 
O Lord. 

Psalm 119:105 Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light for my path. 

Psalm 89:15, 16 Blessed are those who have learned 
to acclaim you, who walk in the Light of your 
presence, O LORD. They rejoice in your name all day 
long; they exult in your righteousness.  

Dear Lord, please forgive me when I forget to 
delight in your name all day long. Praise be to you 
for sending your Son to be my Savior, and the 
Savior of all people throughout the world.  Amen. 

December 1  Roger Wilke, 82 

December 2  Linda Schlavensky, 80 

December 10  Rev. David Bode, 82 

December 11  Pat Bellin, 82 

December 23  Robert Bauer, 83 

December 25  Yolanda Tesch, 77 

December 27  Sharon Riehle, 89 

December 29  William Bastar, 80 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnnD2qxm_POOpe5f2YRw22cWkrD2X2_9/view?usp=sharing
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LWMS 

Thank you to all who 
were able to attend our 
November “Girl’s Night 
In,” and helped with 
the projects for our Mount Olive School. It was a 
different evening as we were scattered and enjoyed 
wrapped treats, but a great night of fellowship and 
mission sharing. The teachers were very grateful for 
our help. Thank you to all who came! 

We had about 65 attendees at our Paperland Circuit 
Fall Rally on October 24th at Riverview in Appleton 
and many more watched it livestreamed from their 
homes. Emily Kom from Bethel, Menasha was our 
mission speaker and she shared with us the mission 
news from her trip visiting our WELS Russian 
missions. The mission box money collected this fall 
from the 31 churches in our circuit was $7,190.50. 
This is truly a miracle and blessing as we look at all 
of challenges we have faced in 2020. To God be the 
glory! 

Below are LWMS dates for the coming months. 
Mark your calendars! 

 December, LWMS Mission Tree - Atrium 

 January 12, 6:00 pm - Fellowship Hall 

 February 9, 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 

 February 13,14,15 – Heart for Missions Project 

 March 9, 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall 

 April 13, 5:30 pm, Banquet – Fellowship Hall 

Please think about attending one of our meetings. 
We would love to meet you, and all women of 
Mount Olive are already members! 

Atrium CHRISTmas Tree - LWMS 

This has been an extra ordinary year.  Wherever we 
look it seems life has changed for everyone.  We 
should not take anything for granted.  God is in 
control and we can depend on him to help us 
through life’s challenges. 

At East Fork Lutheran School in Arizona, life with 
the Covid-19 virus is especially difficult.  “A Plea for 
Help” from one of the teachers there states:  
“Everyone has had to deal with loss, a loved one, 
supplies, freedoms – to travel, to see loved ones, to 
give hugs…Isolation and loneliness are hard to 
measure but are some of the biggest repercussions 
of this virus.  Our Apache children do not have 
many of the luxuries that other children in our 
country take for granted.  One of these is 
technology.  Most Apache children do not have any 
technology in their homes…Most households do not 
have internet…We have a handful of computers and 
Chromebooks that students share.  Then a virus 
enters our lives and everything changes.  Students 
can’t share.  Students can’t even bring anything 
from home…we must teach children from a 
distance.  We need to use technology to reach 
them.” 

In talking with Sophie Korte, LWMS Spiritual Growth
-Mission Awareness Coordinator, computers and 
Chromebooks are desperately needed at the school 
along with children-sized masks.  The school is 
working with tribal elders for more hot spots. 

How can Mount Olive help?  Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Society (LWMS) will again put up a 
CHRISTmas Tree in the atrium.  All proceeds will go 
to East Fork Lutheran School for computers and 
Chromebooks. Please make out your checks to 
Mount Olive and put your envelope in the offering 
box in church.  You can also mail your donation to 
Mount Olive, Attn: LWMS Tree. 

The boxes under the tree will collect purchased (not 
homemade) smaller masks for the school children.  
These can be purchased at Old Navy, Meijer, 
Woodman’s, Costco and Target.   

Deadline for donations is January 4th. 

Yes, the holidays will be different this year, but 
there are constants:  God’s love for us, the birth of 
his Son, the fact that Jesus died for us, and the fact 
that heaven is waiting for us. 
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2021 Men of His Word Conference 
Everyone wants to be a winner, but we often feel 
like losers. We work so hard to be the best and do 
our best. We want to be loving husbands, caring 
fathers, faithful church members, hardworking 
employees, good neighbors and so much more. We 
try, but it’s easy to feel conquered. The devil is 
constantly attacking us. The world lures us away 
from God and responsibility. Our sinful natures 
condemn us. Should we just give up? No! God 
promises that we are MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
through him who loved us (Romans 8:37). Not only 
does God promise strength for our battles now; he 
promises MORE - that nothing will separate us from 
his love until we live with him in eternal joy as 
CONQUERORS.  

Join us to find strength for the battles and 
guaranteed victory through Christ. The 12th Annual 
MOHW Conference will be held at the Best Western 
Premier Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh 
on Saturday, February 20 2021. Additional details 
and online registration are available at 
www.menofhisword.org. The registration fee is $50 
for adults and $25 for youth – these rates increase 
to $60 and $30 respectively after January 31st . 
Please join us for a day of fellowship in God’s Word!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our goal is to keep 
our participants safe:  

 Our maximum capacity is 300 participants to 
enable social distancing 

 Masks are required while inside the Hotel and 
Convention Center 

 All food (continental breakfast and box lunch) 
will be individually packaged 

 Hand sanitizer will be available 

 If you have any COVID-19 symptoms, please stay 
home 

2021 Flower Donation Calendar 
The calendar is on display in the west school 
hallway. Members may sign-up to donate a floral 
arrangement for the Chancel area. This is a nice way 
to help beautify our church as well as 
commemorate special events or express gratitude 
for blessings received. 

Poinsettia Orders 
Please consider purchasing a poinsettia to help 
decorate our chancel during Christmas. We will be 
taking orders for twenty-one poinsettias. The cost is 
$24.95 each.  To order a poinsettia, please call the 
church office at 739-9194 or email 
church.office@mountoliveappleton.com. 

http://www.menofhisword.org
mailto:church.office@mountoliveappleton.com
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Mount Olive Electronic Giving: Easy to Do 
Have you considered the convenience of electronic 
giving?  If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, 
you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a 
year or prepare 52 offering envelopes.  And when 
travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you 
from attending services, your weekly offerings will 
continue on an uninterrupted basis.   

To set up your electronic giving plan, go to the 
Mount Olive website, click on the “GIVE” link, and 
then “Donate Now.”  Gifts can be one-time or 
recurring.  Gifts can be made through direct transfer 
from your bank account, credit card or debit card.  
(If you choose to use your credit/debit card, please 
select the option to pay the 2.75% processing fee 
yourself.  There is no such fee for transfers from 
your bank account.)  Gifts can be directed to the 
General Fund, Forward in Faith 2 or Mission 
Partners.  You can change the amount of your 
recurring gift at any time.  Your offerings will be 
reported on your year-end offering statement.  

A second way to give electronically is through your 
smart phone by downloading “GivePlus Church” 
from your app store.  Search for Mount Olive, 
Appleton, insert your bank information (first time 
only), and from then on, you will be able to make 
donations at the touch of a finger. In our 
increasingly “cash-less” society, giving with your 
smart phone will allow you to participate in one-
time giving opportunities like door offerings and 
soup suppers.  

Use electronic giving as an easy, time saving and 
convenient way for you to make your regular, 
thankful gifts in support of the Lord’s work at Mount 
Olive.  For more information, contact the church 
office at 739-9194. 

Apple Valley Food Pantry 
The pantry's next collection date is December 13. 

The following list of items are needed by the 

pantry: 

canned vegetables (corn, green beans, peas), 
cookies, crackers, canned fruit, boxed potatoes, 

hamburger/tuna/chicken helper meals, hand and body lotion, men's and women's deodorant, household 
cleaning products (toilet bowl cleaners and kitchen and bathroom cleaning products), facial tissue and paper 
towels. 

To give monetary donations, please make checks out to WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry and send to: Apple 

Valley Food Pantry, c/o St. Matthew’s Church, 129 S. Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914. 

The pantry would like to thank everyone who donated or prayed for the pantry this year.  Without you, we 
would never have had the generous outpouring of love from our congregations to take care of the people on 
the pantry who need our help.  Happy Thanksgiving from the WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry! 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/
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Mount Olive SCRIP 
Do you need gift cards for Christmas gifts? The scrip 

office has a large variety of gift cards on hand and 

many more retailers are available to you online. A 

complete list of retailers is available 

at shopwithscrip.com. 

Special orders (cards we don't keep in stock at 

Mount Olive) are placed each Monday and can be 

picked up on Friday. The last date for special orders 

before Christmas is Monday, December 14th. 

The scrip office is open Monday and Friday 

afternoons from 2:45-3:15 PM in the school office 

and on Sundays from 8:45-9:15 AM in the church 

atrium. If you have any questions, please 

email scrip@mountoliveappleton.com. Thank you! 

Click here to go to our website calendar for more details and the most up-to-date information.  

November 25  Thanksgiving Eve Service, 6 PM 

November 26  Thanksgiving Day Service, 9 AM 

November 26-27 Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

December 2  Advent Service, 10 AM and 6 PM 

December 2  Voter’s Meeting for Called Workers, 7 PM 

December 3  Simple Communion Service, 10 AM and 6 PM 

December 9  Advent Service, 10 AM and 6 PM 

December 16  Advent Service, 10 AM and 6 PM 

December 16  Voter’s Meeting for FIF2 begin with Open Forum, 7 PM 

December 24  Christmas Eve Service, 10 AM, 3, 4:30, 6 PM 

December 25  Christmas Day Service, 9 AM 

December 31  New Year’s Eve Service, 6 PM 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Forward in Faith 2 

At worship services the weekend of November 15, 
we announced the total pledges received for 
Forward in Faith 2 was $1.734 million.  

If you haven’t done so already, we want to 
encourage you to submit your Response Forms. 
You can do that by filling out the form mailed to you 
and drop it off or mail back to church. You can also 
go to our website and fill it out online. 

If you plan to take advantage of any Matching Gift 
opportunities, please make a notation on your 
pledge form or contact the church office. 

For your convenience, please consider making your 
regular gifts to FIF2 via automated electronic giving. 
Sign up on the Mount Olive website. 

Our congregation will be presented an up-to-date 
pledge number and decide if and when to proceed 
with Phase 2 of the building project at the Voters’ 
Meeting on December 16 at 7PM, we will begin 
with an open forum. 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/
https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/fif2/
https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/donate-online/

