
 

SIXTHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

A FAMILY Growing in Christ 
 

September 19-21, 2020 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Family Growing in Christ 



1 

Oh, How Good It Is 
Saturday and Monday: Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

Sunday: Sung by JoAnn Guinn and Kari Tiarks 

 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

 
 

 

 

Psalm 84 
 

M: How lovely is your dwelling place, 

C: O LORD Almighty! 
 

M: My soul yearns, even faints, 

C: for the courts of the LORD. 
 

M: Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 

C: they are ever praising you. 
 

M: Better is one day in your courts 

C: than a thousand elsewhere; 
 

M: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

C: than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

M: O LORD Almighty, 

C: blessed are they who trust in you. 

 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to  

forgive us.  

 



C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Saturday 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we may 

lean on the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your love; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:42-47   

The believers devoted themselves to fellowship 
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying 

the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 
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SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 4:1-16   

The body of Christ grows together in Christ the Head 
 

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you  

have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another 

in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 

called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 

apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many 

captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that   

he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So 

Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will 

no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 

every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 

respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole 

body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 

up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: John 17:20-26   

Jesus prays that all believers may be one 
 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 

their message,21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I 

have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 
23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 

world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 



Continued on the next page. 

24 Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 

glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 

world. 25 Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they 

know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to 

make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I 

myself may be in them.” 

 

 
 

The Church’s One Foundation 

Christian Worship 538:1.2 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 

 
 

SERMON……………………………………………………….Pastor Robert Raasch 

Text: Ephesians 4:1-16 
 
 

 

   

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      

We look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 

receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 

joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 

privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 

thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you 

give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you 

send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole 

Christian Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 

love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, 

lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are 

perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open 

our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 

share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the 

school, the government, and all good institutions that you have established for the 

benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring 

your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

                                                                                  

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The pastor will give instructions for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 
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PRAYER 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

We All Are One in Mission 

Christian Worship 566:1.3 

Sung by the Congregation 
 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Presiding Minister……………………………………………………Pastor Timothy Priewe 

Saturday Pianist………………………………………………………….Mrs. Karen Medema 

Sunday Organist……………………………………………………………Mr. Klint Kaddatz 

Monday Organist………………………………………………………………..Mr. Jon Riehle 
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