
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

A Family Growing in Christ 
 

September 12-14, 2020 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Family Growing in Christ 



1 

Speak, O Lord 

Christian Worship Supplement 735:1,3 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 

 
 

Psalm 67 
 

M: May God be gracious to us and bless us 

C: and make his face shine upon us; 
 

M: may your ways be known on earth, 

C: your salvation among all nations. 
 

M: May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

C: for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. 
 

M: Then the land will yield its harvest, 

C: and God, our God, will bless us. 
 

M: God will bless us, 

C: and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 

mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 

leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:36-41 

Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the 

heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter 

replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise 

is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God 

will call.” 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were 

baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
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SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 1:3-14  

Every Spiritual Blessing IN CHRIST 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before 

the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined 

us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 

will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 

loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their 

fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 In him 

we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were 

the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also 

were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

“Christ Is with Me” 

Kari Tiarks and Julie Neujahr 
 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: John 15:1:-8 

Growth can only come IN CHRIST 
 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 I am the vine; 

you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;  
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apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 

that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 

burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 

 

 
 

Christ Is Our Cornerstone 

Christian Worship 528:1,3 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 

 
 

SERMON…………………………………………………………….Pastor Joel Zank 

Text: Ephesians 1:3-14  
 
 

We Are A Family Growing IN CHRIST 

   

 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,     

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members 
of your holy Church and this family growing in Christ, for your gracious Word and 
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for 
occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our congregation 
and in our synod. 

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 

M: Gracious Father, you make us your own dear children by the washing of rebirth 

and renewal in the Holy Spirit. Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in 

Baptism that each day they may die to sin and rise again to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

C: See what great the love that Father has lavished on us that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we are!  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom 

come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints 

and angels to sing your praise forever. 
 

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom  

   and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

Christian Worship 472:1,4 

Sung by the Mixed Chorus 

 

 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we     

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 

comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Saturday Pianist……………………………………………………………Miss Heidi Schone 

Sunday Organist……………………………………………………………Mr. Klint Kaddatz 

Monday Organist……………………………………………………………….Mr. Jon Riehle 
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Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
 

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, 
the members of Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the   
gospel in Word and sacrament to win the lost for Christ, to nurture one 
another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for lives of    
Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 

 930 E. Florida Avenue  
 Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 
 Church & School Office 739-9194 
 Church and School Website:      

 www.mountoliveappleton.com 
 E-mail:   church.office@mountoliveappleton.com or 
  school.office@mountoliveappleton.com 
 

 Pastors: 
Timothy T. Priewe ........................................... 944-5920 
Robert F. Raasch ............................................ 830-1142 
Nathan A. Wordell  .......................................... 903-7788  
Joel M. Zank ................................................... 733-3171 
Ronald C. Gorske ........................................... 731-5703 

 Principal: 
Landon J. Zacharyasz ..................................... 422-3832 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
   Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
   Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
   Monday 6 p.m. 

 

Holy Communion: First and third Sundays of the month in both       
services, at the Saturday evening service preceding those Sundays, 
and at the Monday evening service following those Sundays. We     
practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister congregations in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS are       
welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to           
commune, please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

http://www.mountoliveappleton.com/
mailto:church.office@mountoliveappleton.com

