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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blesses Jesus, at Your Word 
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M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 
 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!     (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 
 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.   

              (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. 

For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,  

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The 

Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to 

pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 

and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 55:10,11 

God’s Word accomplishes his purposes 
 

10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 

watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 

and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 

to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I  

sent it. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Acts 18:1–11 

Paul proclaims the Word 
 

1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila,    

a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he 

was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he 

reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and 

Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, 

testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and 

became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be   

on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 Then 

Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper   

of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; 

and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.  
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9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 

not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because 

I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, 

teaching them the word of God. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

The parable of the sower 
 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on 

the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 

sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 

came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the 

plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, 

where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever 

has ears, let them hear. 18 Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When 

anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown 

along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the 

word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a 

short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 

away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but 

the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word 

and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown.” 
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Preach You the Word 

Christian Worship 544:1,2,5 

 

 
 

SERMON…………………………………………………………….Pastor Joel Zank 

Text: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

 
 

My Word Has Made You Grow 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.      

We look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M:  O Lord, light of the world and saving strength of your people, we thank you for the 

gift of your Word.  

C: Implant it in the hearts of your people, so that, set free from the power of Satan 

and the fear of death, we may live to serve and honor you.  
 

M:  Pour out your Spirit on us, that we may grow richly in divine knowledge and 

spiritual understanding.  

C:  Bless the proclamation of your Word everywhere, so that hearts may be turned 

from the darkness of spiritual ignorance, falsehood, and despair to the light of 

knowledge, truth and life.  
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M: Let your Word shine in our homes, that parents and children may dwell together  

 in love and serve one another in kindness and humility.  

C:  Supply us by the grace of Jesus with the Spirit’s power, that we may ever be 

comforted by your truth and sustained by your love.  
 

Special intercessions may follow. 
 

M: For these and all the other things you know we need, we confidently ask in the 

name of him who gave himself for us that we might live through him, Jesus our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Almighty God Your Word Is Cast 
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we     

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 

comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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Mount Olive’s Mission Statement 
 

United by our faith in Jesus Christ and our confession of God’s Word, 
the members of Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church use the   
gospel in Word and sacrament to win the lost for Christ, to nurture one 
another in Christian love, and to equip God’s people for lives of    
Christian worship and service, all to the glory of God. 

 930 E. Florida Avenue  
 Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 
             Church & School Office ..........................................739-9194 
 Church and School Website:      

 www.mountoliveappleton.com 
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Timothy T. Priewe ........................................... 944-5920 
Robert F. Raasch .............................................830-1142 
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Joel M. Zank ....................................................733-3171 
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
  Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
  Sunday 8 & 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. June-August) 
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Holy Communion: First and third Sundays of the month in both       
services, at the Saturday evening service preceding those Sundays, 
and at the Monday evening service following those Sundays. We     
practice “Close” Communion. Visitors from our sister congregations in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and ELS are       
welcome to commune with us. If you are a visitor and wish to           
commune, please speak to one of our pastors before the service. 
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