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“There were just too many people crowded around!” 
This statement might sound like the words of a 
frustrated shopper after a trip to the grocery store in 
2020. Actually, the statement comes from a time long 
before COVID-19 became a regular part of our daily 
vocabulary.  

Here’s the scene:  

Four men were on a mission and they couldn’t be 
stopped. They found themselves digging a hole through 
a roof. No, these men weren’t firefighters trying to get 
into a burning building. When else would digging a hole 
in the roof ever make sense?  It should be the other way 
around! If there is a hole in the roof, four guys should be 
patching it. On this occasion, however, their situation 
required some improvising and their solution to the 
problem made perfect sense—dig a hole through the 
roof.  

Their mission was vitally important. Their friend was 
hurting and he needed help in more ways than one. Their 
friend needed Jesus! So their mission was clear. They 
needed to get their friend to Jesus! But there were just 
too many people crowded around. Time to improvise! 
“Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 
by digging through it and then lowered the mat the 
man was lying on. They lowered him on his mat 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in 
front of Jesus” (Mark 2:4. Luke 5:19 NIV 11).  

There Jesus provided the ultimate help this man needed, 
and notice that it wasn’t for his paralyzed legs! ‘Friend, 
your sins are forgiven’” (Luke 5:20). And afterward, he 
healed the man’s legs too, “so that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins” (Luke 5:24).  

Mission complete! These four friends found a way to get 
this hurting man to Jesus. No name recognition for them. 
They probably even had to go back up and patch the 
hole in the roof. But the sight they got to witness was 

more than enough of a reward. “Immediately, [their 
friend] stood up in front of them, took what he had 
been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone 
was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled 
with awe and said, ‘We have seen remarkable things 
today’” (Luke 5:25).  

Friends, people are hurting, perhaps now more than 
ever. They need Jesus now just as much as ever. Our 
mission is clear, but maybe just a tad different than that 
of those four men, practically speaking. Since we can’t 
dig a hole in the roof to get people to Jesus physically, he 
reordered our mission, “Preach the gospel to all 
creation” (Mark 16:16). Translation: get Jesus to them!  

Just like those four men, this is a mission we can’t let 
anything stop—even a global pandemic. When methods 
like inviting people to an in-person worship service or 
hosting a big crowd of people to our campus for 
community get-together might not make the most 
practical sense for the times, how might we improvise? 
What does “digging a hole through the roof” look like in 
our situation? Online services have certainly jumped to 
the top of our priority list. Our Evangelism team is 
considering how we might move forward together with 
gospel-sharing efforts in this new situation. 

Here is a task for you to consider: what does “digging a 
hole through the roof” look like for you and your 
situation.  How might you improvise to get Jesus to 
someone? How might you use the physical and mental 
anguish that is weighing on our world as a bridge to get 
Jesus to hurting people. Their ears are open, but most of 
what they are hearing is more bad news. It’s time to get 
them Good News. It’s time to get them Jesus. 

If you have a suggestion or opportunity where the 
Mount Olive Family might serve or bring the gospel to 
our community, I’m all ears. 

Serving our Savior, Pastor Priewe 
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Memorials & Gifts 
Forward in Faith 
$25.00 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 
$20.00 LaWellyn & Yolanda Tesch in memory of 

Howard Heup 
$20.00 Doug & Diane Enter in memory of Howard 

Heup 
$25.00 Mark & Carol Schmidt in memory of Jill 

Miller 
$25.00 Mark & Carol Schmidt in memory of 

Howard Heup 
$50.00 Tom & Brenda Meyers in memory of 

Howard Heup 
$50.00 Tom & Brenda Meyers in honor of 35 

years of marriage 
$25.00 Darwin & Irene Hintz in memory of 

Howard Heup 
Ministerial Trust 
$25.00 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 

Howard Heup 
$30.00 Ron & Donna Zahn in memory of Howard 

Heup 

 

Membership Changes 
Baptisms: 
Robert James Foshag, son of Kristina & Adam 
Foshag, baptized on June 21, 2020 

Ivy Mae Anderson, daughter of Angela and Ryan 
Anderson, baptized on July 12, 2020 

Dax Timothy Braun & Andi Joann Braun, twins of 
Megan & Craig Braun, baptized on July 20, 2020 

Called to Glory: 
Howard Heup, funeral on July 10, 2020 

Adult Confirmation: 
Jarrod Justinger 

Profession of Faith: 
Sally Dittmar 

Transfer In: 
Tayla Hilbert (2 children) from Immanuel,    
Greenville, WI 

Penny Johnson from Martin Luther, Oshkosh, WI 

Jeff & Sue Prothero from Centennial, Milwaukee, WI 

Ben Zietlow from St. Paul, New Ulm, MN 
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(through August 21st) 
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1pm-4pm, Friday 8am-Noon 

Thank You 
To my Mount Olive family, 
Thank you very much for your generous and 
thoughtful gift. Thanks to the help of all of you, my 
brothers and sisters in Christ, I will continue to 
pursue my dream of being a pastor. I always look 
forward to coming home and worshiping with my 
family at Mount Olive, and I will continue to do so 
during this next school year! 

God’s richest blessings!! 
Caden Rindt 

 
Dear members of Mount Olive,  
I want to say thank you for providing me with 
financial support as I study for the teaching ministry 
at Martin Luther College. This gift has provided me 
the opportunity to continue my studies with more 
ease, knowing I have the support of not just my 
family, but also my congregation as well. Thank you 
for showing continuous support with your generous 
contributions towards my tuition. It is something that 
I will always be thankful for.  

God’s blessings,  
Brooke Wasser 
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Church Council Report 
Pastors’ Report 
• Pastor Raasch: Masks required at the 8 AM service achieved its goal of flexibility. There was no dip in the overall 

attendance and we saw some folks for the first time, who had not worshipped in person prior to the mandatory 
mask wearing, including several visitors. We may need to make a more conscious and active effort by ushers and an 
announcement prior to the service, to maximize seating capacity, especially in the 10 AM service.  

• Pastor Zank: Nothing new to report. 
• Pastor Priewe: We’re nearly finished with another Bible Instruction Class. COVID has presented challenges, but 

even digitally, availability to busy families has increased. 
• Pastor Wordell: Sunday School is going to look different. Mount Olive school is planning on returning to normal this 

Fall.  There will be a back up plan in case there is a resurgence of COVID-19 or if there are new government 
regulations.  

Financial Report 
Reviewed June financial report:  
• June offerings were $23,648 higher than budgeted. 
• Tuition was $4091 lower than budgeted. 
• Other income was $3,736 higher than budgeted. 
• Total income was $23,293 higher than budgeted. 
• Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions, were $16,242 lower than budgeted. 
• The net loss for June, including FVL/Synod distributions of $21,010 was $5,895.  This compares to a budgeted net 

loss of $24,421. 

Reviewed YTD (52 weeks ending June 30,2020) financial reporting:  
• Offerings are $23,511 lower than budgeted. 
• Total income is $16,422 lower than budgeted. 
• Total expenses are $53,457 lower than budgeted. 
• YTD net income is $37,034, which compares to a zero based budget. The result is $37,034 better than budgeted. 
• Insurance, Utilities, Church Maintenance, and Youth Ministry line items were underspent in YTD budget (due to 

COVID, a mild winter and over-estimated insurance costs). 
• The unspent general fund dollars in Pastor Education, Music Conference, Properties, and Called Worker Tuition 

Assistance will be transferred to the corresponding restricted funds (to be used in future years). The remaining 
general fund surplus will be moved to the General Fund Reserve. The Church Council Audit line item has sufficient 
funds for next year’s budget and will not be carried forward. 

• The Board of Finance is not proposing any prepayment on our Forward In Faith loan this month, as at least one 
bond requires that we begin principal payments soon. 

• Church Council authorized a one-time gift of $1500 to Camp Phillip from our surplus. 

Mount Olive Vision  
• The Church Council meets with Grace in Action on August 20th, 30th and 31st. 

• The Forward in Faith stewardship campaign is closing soon.  A new campaign will begin this Fall. Paul Kolell was 
appointed as chair of the new campaign. 

Action Items 
• Approve female called worker housing/parsonage allowance at the recommendation of the WELS Synodical Council 

because a private law firm has successfully challenged 1956 private ruling to allow the tax status of “Minister of the 
Gospel” to include synodically certified female called workers.  
A motion was made and seconded to allow our female teachers to designate a portion of their salary as a 
parsonage allowance.  Motion carried.  The actual amounts will be approved by the Church Council with an email 
vote before the end of July (to allow the allowance to begin on July 1). 

• Approve Mount Olive School Reopening Plan 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the school reopening plan. Motion carried. The Church Council 
reviewed a document outlining a safe but practical and reasonable in-person instruction Monday-Friday. The plan 
is requiring no masks for students, keeping classroom units together the majority of the day, limiting exposure and 
avoiding cross contaminating, increasing cleaning and handwashing.  This plan has the support of the staff, Board of 
Education, and parent committee. Watch for an informational e-mail and video from Principal Zacharyasz. 
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LWMS Mission Convention  
“Taste and See” was the theme of the 2020 LWMS 
virtual convention held in partnership with WELS 
Missions. The theme was based on Psalms 34:8 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” I hope many 
of you have been able to take advantage of all the 
great devotions, missionary presentations, and 
awesome worship services through the website. It’s 
not the same as attending a live convention, but it’s 
been a wonderful alternative. These presentations 
will be archived for one year, so you can listen to 
them at any time.  

The LWMS Central Office is working on convention 
updates, so watch for more convention details in 
the coming weeks. 

Mark your calendars for the next International 
Convention, June 24-27, 2021 in Cincinnati, Ohio, as 
we “Proclaim God’s Promises.” 

The Paperland Circuit Fall Rally is scheduled for 
October 24, 2020 at Riverview Lutheran Church in 
Appleton. Watch for updates in the coming weeks.  

 

Our next Mount Olive LWMS meeting is scheduled 
for September 8, 2020. We hope to be able to get 
together, but watch for more news and updates in 
the coming weeks. 

God bless and keep you all safe! 

Apple Valley 
Food Pantry 
The food pantry's next 
collection date is 
Sunday, August 9. 

The following items are currently needed by the 
pantry: shampoo, conditioner, body wash, pasta 
sauces, chunky soups, pork-n-beans/baked beans, 
canned tomato products, packaged rice and noodle 
side dishes, canned fruit, toilet paper and paper 
towels. 

August is Mount Olive’s turn to provide man-
power for the Food Pantry.  We’ll work at               
St. Matthew’s Church (129 S Mason St.) Saturday, 
Aug. 8  from 9-11:30 AM and Sunday, Aug. 9 from    
9-11:30 AM.  We need 4-5 helpers each day.  If you 
would like to help with receiving, sorting and 
shelving food items, please contact Bob Luedtke 
(858-9680) or Julie Sieg (527-8088).  Thank you!  

 
 
 
 

Mount Olive SCRIP 
SCRIP is available to 
order during office 
hours. 

Order forms are located 
inside the Florida 
Avenue entrance. Fill 
out the SCRIP form(s) 
and enclose your payment (cash, check, or money 
order only) in the provided envelope. Place the 
envelope in the wood lock box. 

Orders are filled every Monday, and you’ll receive 
an email when your order is ready. Completed 
orders are placed in the church mailboxes.  

ShopWithScrip.com is another great alternative! 
Just follow the simple online steps to order, reload, 
and purchase via PrestoPay. (There will be a small 
convenience fee of $0.15 per order.) 

Questions? Contact Carol, the SCRIP Coordinator, by 
calling  (920)739-9194 or email at 
scrip@mountoliveappleton.com. 

https://WELStasteandsee.com
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
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SISTERS 
“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.” Romans 5:3,4 

Ever want to tell God 
that you don’t want 
any more character? 
I’m kidding. Kind of. 
Sometimes, you just 
want it to be easy. 
Just want to get 
through a rough 
patch without feeling 
any of the pain from 
it. If you’ve ever felt 
that way, find 
comfort in your past. 
Look what He’s already gotten you through. His 
faithfulness has brought you to the other side of so 
many hard times already. “He will cover you with his 
feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.” 
Psalm 91:4 

That faithfulness is constant, so even if you are 
feeling like you’re fine in the “character” 
department, just know that He has walked this path 
before you. He loves you. You can have hope in His 
plan for you. After all, they are “plans to prosper.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

We have certainly 
been living in a time 
of uncertainty. But 
there is no doubt or 
postponement of 
Jesus’ love for us!  

We are sad to 
announce the 
postponement of our 
Annual SISTERS In 
Christ Retreat on 
Saturday, September 

12, 2020, “Taking Your Thoughts Captive.”   We have 
decided to postpone our retreat because of the 
current conditions of COVID. We do plan to 
reschedule, because we have a great speaker and 
topic that we want to share with all of you. We will 
keep you posted. 

FVL News 

• FVL Annual Golf Outing is rescheduled for Friday, 
August 14 at High Cliff Golf Course in Sherwood. 
Golfers can register at www.fvlhs.org/golf. Shot 
gun start at 8:30AM with the event wrapping up 
by 3PM.  

• FVL Schools Band 
 Band recruitment will happen at each school 
August 31-September 3. The directors will come to 
each school and meet with the appropriate 
classes, demonstrating different instruments and 
sharing information about the FVL Schools band 
program. 
 Join us for one of our open houses hosted at FVL 
on Thursday, September 10, 6:00-7:30pm or 
Saturday, September 12, 9:00-10:30am. At the 
Open Houses, further information will be given to 
parents, students can try out instruments, and an 
opportunity to sign up for band. 
 A one-day beginner band camp is Saturday, 
September 19. 
 Regular group rehearsals will start September 26. 

We appreciate your support and involvement with our 
band program! We are looking forward to the coming 
year and seeing how the Lord blesses our students and 
schools. If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas, 
please feel free to contact either James 
(jneujahr@fvlhs.org) or Elisabeth 
(ewagner@fvlhs.org).  

• Let the Children Come 
Offerings to support FVL's Let the Children 
Come mortgage payment are currently about 
halfway to our goal of $475K with five months left 
til the end of October. Any gifts for this need are 
greatly appreciated.   

http://www.fvlhs.org/golf
https://www.fvlhs.org/support-fvl/donate
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Click here to go to our website calendar for more 
details and the most up-to-date information.  

August 11 Forms & Fees Day 
 8 AM-12:30 PM, 3:30-6:30 PM 

August 17 Forms & Fees Day, 4:30-6:30 PM 

August 23 10 AM Outdoor Worship Service 

August 24 School Supply Drop-off 

August 26 First Day of School 
 8:15 Opening Service  

August 29 10:00 AM Confirmaton Service 

August 29-31 Sherry Krueger Bible Endowment 
Fund Distribution 

Worship Opportunities  

Summer Worship schedule on-campus at Mount Olive. 

Saturday at 5:30 PM 

Sunday at 8:00 AM & 10 AM 

Monday at 6:00 PM 

• All who attend the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service must 
wear a mask.  Those who plan to attend the 8:00 
a.m. service should bring their own mask from 
home.  A limited supply of masks will be available 
at the doors for those who need them.  All other 
services will be “masks optional/encouraged.”   

• Our worship services will continue to be 
livestreamed at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, and 
available to be viewed on our website at any time 
throughout the week.  

• The next outdoor service is scheduled for    
August 23 at 10 AM. (weather permitting).   

• Worship services have been shortened to reduce 
the time that worshippers are gathered in an 
enclosed room.   

• Outside airflow has been increased through our 
building’s ventilation system.  

• Common surfaces have been removed or are 
regularly disinfected.  Pews are wiped down with 
disinfectant after each service.  Exterior doors are 
propped open, so no handles are touched.  No 
bulletins, hymnals, offering plates or pew registers 
are used.  

• There will continue to be little or no 
congregational singing in our services. All hymn 
music will be pre-recorded by a small Mount Olive 
choir and played during the service.  

• Worship attendance is limited to 140 per service 
in order to maintain 6 feet between 
families.  Please go to our website to sign up for 
the service you plan to attend or call the church 
office at (920) 739-9194. 

• Holy Communion is offered in sealed, individual 
packets located in the pews.  Private communion 
is available for those who are home-bound.   

• If a worshipper tests positive for COVID-19, the 
time and date of the service attended will be 
shared with the congregation by email, so that all 
may assess their risk of possible exposure.  

• Mount Olive leadership will continue to monitor 
the situation, adjusting our plans to meet the 
changing needs and circumstances.  

A final encouragement:  

• Pray that our congregation be spared an outbreak 
of COVID-19.  

• Trust that God is still in charge.  

• Return to God’s House for his Word and 
Sacrament, as you feel comfortable.  

Please contact the church office or pastors with any 
questions or concerns. 

May God keep us all safe and strong!  

August 7  David Sievert, 78 

August 11  Jerry Greve, 84 

August 18  Irene Stamp, 91 

August 22  Ken Jaeger, 79    

August 24  Donald Wenninger, 83 

August 28  Joan Bauer, 75 

https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/
http://www.mountoliveappleton.com

