
                          June 2020 Mount Olive Messenger     Page 1 

 

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your 
relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!”  Philippians 2:1-8 

Have more practical words ever been spoken for a 
time like this? As I try to find words to address 
perhaps the most confusing, changing, and 
polarizing situation of my lifetime, I keep trying to 
write something. Then I just keep re-reading those 
verses over and over again.  It’s the 10th time 
through the cycle. Honestly, it’s better that way. 
Take a moment and do it with me! But first, let’s 
offer the prayer of the little boy Samuel from the 
Old Testament.  

“Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.” 
1 Samuel 3:10 

As I read the section again and again, the concepts 
resonate one after another like the notes of 
sweetest melody I’ve ever heard.  

 

Encouragement. Unity. Christ. Comfort. Love. 
Common Sharing. Tenderness. Compassion. Joy. 
Like-minded. One in Spirit. One Mind. 

The things we’re desperately craving the most have 
proven to be the hardest to come by. The world we 
live in and the natures we are born with are always 
busy training for the next gold medal of selfish 
ambition and vain conceit. But the sweet song of 
unity in Christ doesn’t play when we’ve ascended to 
our own victor’s podium. The song of unity in Christ 
serenades brothers and sisters bowing to each 
other in humility, looking to the needs and concerns 
of others first. Being one in Spirit and of one mind 
doesn’t necessarily mean having the same opinion 
about everything that takes place, it means being 
like-minded in our attitude and commitment to love 
one another through it all.  

Christians bear more than just the name of Christ; 
they bear the cross of Christ with the mindset of 
Christ. Christ denied himself all the rights and 
privileges of reigning as God himself. He made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant. 
He bore the cost and humbled himself even to the 
point of death on a cross. We experience all the 
benefit; it was for our good! At the greatest cost 
ever paid, the Scriptures tell us that accomplishing 
our good ultimately brought him joy. That’s how 
Christian songwriter Matt Papa defines love. “Your 
good, my cost, our joy.”  That’s the mindset of 
Christ in action. And so, dear brothers and sisters, as 
we inch our way through perils of each day, 
remember these words.  

“In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus.” 

In Christ, Pastor Priewe 
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Worship Opportunities (at this time) 

 Sundays at 9:00 a.m. livestreamed This is the 
primary worship service for the entire 
congregation. 

 Holy Communion Services Beginning May 30, 
Mount Olive will offer simplified communion 
services with attendance limited to 50 per 
service. (20-30 minutes long with no singing or 
sermon) These communion services will be 
conducted at the following days/times:  

 Saturday at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

 Sunday at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

 Monday at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.  

 Wednesday at 10 a.m. (masks REQUIRED) 

To maintain a 50-person limit, all worshipers are 
required to register. Click here to sign up on-line or 
call the church office 920-739-9194.  

May God bless the time we spend feeding our faith 
with His Word and Sacrament! 

 

Mount Olive Family News 
Membership Changes 

Profession of Faith: 
M/M Tim (Linda) Olson from Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Appleton, WI 

Transfer Out: 
M/M David (Tammy) Weber to St. Peter Lutheran, 
Freedom, WI 
Rachel Weber to St. Peter Lutheran, Freedom, WI 

Baptisms: 
April 29,2020 
Oliver Ryan Picard, son of Ryan & Michelle Picard 

Youth Confirmation: 
Each confirmand filled out an examination packet 
and conducted a one-on-one video interview with 
Pastor Wordell. God willing, we’ll have a public 
confirmation service in August. As Mount Olive’s 
congregation meets at the Lord's Table to celebrate 
Holy Communion before the public confirmation 
service, this year's 8th graders will be welcome to 
join the other confirmed members of their family 
and receive Jesus' body and blood for the 
forgiveness of their sins.  

John William Barth  
Parker Reese Beyer   
Braeden Michael Brenn 
Lillian Rebecca Drephal 
Malachi Mark Enter    
Bethany Helen Fick              
Benjamin Lovern Guta   
Lauren Beth Heckert  
Malory Marie Hess   
Luke Brendan Kritzer    
Cody Benjamin Liebzeit  
Adam Jackson Loberger 
Ella Elayne Lornson 
Meghan Anne Maas 
Lauren Claire Movrich 
Andrew Marcus Needham 
Connor Jacob Ohland 
Amelia Louise Segelstrom 
Erin Nicole Slominsky 
Lauren Jane Steffens 
Courtney Anne Thede 
John Fredrick Unruh 
Evan John William Wilson 
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Church Council Report 
Pastors’ Report 
 Pastor Raasch has been in contact with other pastors 

in the synod to share plans on reopening churches. 
 Pastor Zank is working on assigning the recently 

graduated teachers. 
 On Wednesday, May 20, the school graduation 

service was livestreamed. 
 June 28 Mount Olive is planning to have the outdoor 

church service, but is cancelling plans for Family Fest 

to maintain social distancing. 

Financial Report 
 In April, Mount Olive had a net loss.   
 Prior to April, Mount Olive was ahead of budget and 

is now slightly behind on budget for year. 
Reviewed April financial report:  
 April offerings were $47,662 lower than budgeted. 
 Tuition was $5,021 lower than budgeted. 
 Other income was $21,336 lower than budgeted. 
 Total income was $74,019 lower than budgeted. 
 Total expenses, before FVL/Synod distributions,  
 were $20,755 lower than budgeted. 
 The net loss for April, including FVL/Synod 

distributions of $29,656 was $32,834.  This compares 
to a budgeted net gain of $20,430. 

Reviewed YTD (43 weeks ending April 30, 2020) financial 
reporting: 
 Offerings are $25,785 lower than budgeted. 
 Total income is $50,032 lower than budgeted. 
 Total expenses are $47,634 lower than budgeted. 
 YTD net loss is $5,390, which compares to the 

budgeted YTD loss of $2,992.  The result is $2,398 
worse than budgeted. 

Mount Olive 2020-2021 Budget 
Notable expenses and changes included in the proposed 
budget: 
 The new hymnal is being released.  The cost to 

purchase new hymnals is included in budget. 
 

 
 The budget for the Church property includes  

improvements to the roofs at the parsonages and 
parking lot improvements. 

 The cost for an audit is included in the budget, which 
is required to participate in the School Choice 
program. 

 An increase of $10,000 over the prior year for the 
FVL and WELS subsidy payment. 

 There is about $61,000 of salary and benefits for 
cooks and after school workers being moved to the 
General Fund from miscellaneous income. 

 The recommended budget proposal is at a 5% 
increase over the projected offerings received for the 
12 months ending June 30, 2020.   

The projected offerings are lower than what was 
budgeted. The budget is about a 3% increase over the 
prior year’s budget.  Historically, Mount Olive has 
increased the budget by 4-5% from year to year. 

Memorials & Gifts 
Forward in Faith 
$300.00 Family & Friends in memory of Tom Seidler 
$50.00 Richard & Marion Hinz in memory of Marion’s 

sister, Louise Albrecht 
$50.00 Richard & Marion Hinz in memory of Richard’s 

sister, Phyllis Hass 
$50.00 Glen & Mary Vick in memory of Tom Seidler 
$140.00 Family & Friends in memory of Lloyd Hoeffner 
$30.00 Mary Hall in memory of Trudy Stern’s mother, 

Irene Albrecht 
$25.00 Lillian Court in memory of Ed Court 

Christian Education 
$2,000.00 Family in memory of Gary Schoeneck 

Ministerial Trust Fund 
$556.00 Dan & Jerelyn Grunwald in thanksgiving for 

their 56th wedding anniversary on May 2 
$25.00 Kenneth & Arline Kolander in memory of 

Willis Loeck’s sister, Viola Wegner 
 

 

June 1  Joyce Drier, 88 
June 4  Donald Knuth, 84 
June 10 Willis Loeck, 83 
June 11 Audrey Flunker, 88 
June 14 Pearl Tank, 77 
June 14 Joan Krueger, 87 
June 22 Marion Hinz, 85 
June 22 Lois Hoenecke, 87 
June 28 Daryl Hintz, 76 
June 28 Barbara Kluess, 80 
June 30 Helen Meyer, 79 
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Group News 

Mount Olive SISTERS 

Have you been living with a heavy heart, or maybe 
an overwhelmed or anxious heart these last 
months? Please find comfort in His promises. Open 
up His Word and meditate on it. If you're looking for 
answers, they're actually not that hard to find. In 
our human frailty, we tend to forget that 
sometimes. We tend to make things harder than 
they have to be.  I hope you can find comfort in the 
following passages from Deuteronomy 7:9 "Know, 
therefore, that the Lord your God is God; he is the 
faithful God..." Faithful He is! Prayers for anyone 
struggling. Lean on the One who "marked off the 
earth's dimensions" Job 38:5. If you're feeling down, 
look up to the One who has "engraved you on the 
palm of His hand" Isaiah 49:16. Prayers for peaceful 
days and nights, friends. 

As we are unsure of future plans we tentatively have 
planned our annual Garden Gathering on July 8th at 
Kerri Kleist's home. We will keep you posted as we 
get closer to the date.  

Also please save the following date for our SISTERS 
In Christ Retreat- Saturday, September 12, 2020. 

 

LWMS Convention News 
Many of you have heard that the LWMS Annual 
Convention scheduled for June 25-28 this year in 
Athens, GA has been cancelled due to Covid-19 
concerns. If you have registered, please check the 
LWMS website for details on a refund. 

“Taste and See” NEW LWMS/WELS Mission Event 
LWMS has an exciting opportunity to partner with 
the WELS Missions Office to hold an online event 
that combines the best of our convention with the 
missions event “Taste of Mission”, which was held 
for the first time last year. Planning is underway to 
hold a two-week online event called “Taste and 
See.” This event we will have live-streamed worship 
services, the LWMS flag presentation, workshops, 
mission speakers and devotions as well as cooking 
tutorials with mission families, recipes, family fun 
activities and mission updates. 

Mark your calendars and save the date! “Taste and 
See” will begin Saturday, June 27 and wrap up with 
the commissioning of new missionaries on Saturday, 
July 11, 2020.  Watch for more details in the bulletin 
and on the LWMS or WELS Missions websites. 
 

Apple Valley 
Food Pantry 
Our next pantry date 
is Sunday, June 14. 

Items needed by the food pantry are:  Cereal (we 
average between 150-175 boxes per month), 
cookies, crackers, boxed potatoes, canned fruits, 
mac-n-cheese, Hamburger Helper, toilet paper, 
paper towel, pancake mix and syrup, tomato and 
chicken soup, all canned meats, peanut butter, and 
healthy snacks. 

To give monetary donations, please make checks 
out to WELS Apple Valley Food Pantry and send to: 
Apple Valley Food Pantry 
c/o St. Matthew’s Church 
129 S. Mason Street 
Appleton, WI 54914 

Thank you for the amazing gifts for the pantry that 
were received over the past couple of months!  God 
certainly does provide for his people through your 
acts of Christian love and kindness. Every little thing 
you do to support the pantry is appreciated by all of 
us and those whom we serve.   
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Group News continued 

 

 

 

 
WLC Congregational Matching Grant 
Wisconsin Lutheran College (WLC) is a liberal arts 
college affiliated with the WELS and is committed to 
providing quality teaching, scholarship, and service 
that are rooted in Holy Scripture; promoting the 
spiritual growth of students and preparing students 
for lives of Christian leadership.  WLC offers a 
Congregational Matching Grant program so that 
churches can encourage and support students who 
want to attend WLC.  WLC will provide a dollar for 
dollar match, up to $1,000, for any congregational 
grants given to full-time, undergraduate 
students.  Each year, a number of Mount Olive 
students are enrolled at WLC. 

Mount Olive’s Scholarship Committee must approve 
all distribution from the WLC Matching Grant 
Fund.  The actual amount of the yearly grant is the 
same for every student who submits an application 
by May 1st for the upcoming school year. 

Mount Olive has awarded $1,000 grants for the 
2020-2021 school year to the following students: 

 Melanie Berge 
 Grace Flatau 
 Gabrielle Medema 
 Addie Slominsky 
 Rachel Volkman 

As the WLC Matching Grant Fund is a restricted 
fund, the Fund does not receive support from 
Mount Olive’s operational budget.  The WLC 
Matching Grant Fund is dependent only on direct 
contributions.  If you would like to contribute to the 
WLC Matching Grant Fund, simply indicate your gift 
on any blue envelope.  Based on federal and state 
tax regulations, donations to the Fund cannot be 
directed to any specific student, but must be 
awarded equally among qualified students from the 
congregation.   

Mount Olive’s Scholarship Committee, 
Al Vetting, Debbie Vetting and Ron Zahn 
 

Vacation Bible School 
We have postponed VBS but plan to share God’s 
word with his lambs in some NEW way later this 
summer. Watch for details in Mount Olive’s weekly 
announcements and emails.  

FVL News 
 President Jeff Loberger filmed a video to 

announce FVL's commitment to make sure every 
underclass student can return to continue their 
Christian education this fall. Click here to view 
his message.  

 FVL Tuition Assistance applications for families 
struggling with COVID-related needs are being 
accepted until June 15.  Go to the FVL Tuition 
Assistance page online or contact President Jeff 
Loberger at jloberger@fvlhs.org. 

 A handful of host families are still needed for 
FVL's International program. Applications have 
been received and acceptance depends on 
housing being available. Contact Monica 
Uhlenbrauck with questions at 
muhlenbrauck@fvlhs.org. A stipend of $6500 is 
available to offset expenses. 

 FVL is blessed to receive Miss Gabrielle Steidl, a 
Spanish and English teacher for next year. 

 Enrollment Director Ben Priebe's replacement 
will not be called until fall, an interim plan is 
being put in place by the FVL admin team. 

 Fox Valley Lutheran High School had a virtual 
graduation service on Saturday, May 23. 
Congratulations to all the graduates! 

 The FVL General Board will meet June 22 at 
7pm. More details to come. 

 FVL’s Annual Golf Outing has a new location, 
date and time. Sign up to join them on Friday, 
July 10, 2020 at High Cliff Golf Course in 
Sherwood. Shot gun start at 8:30 AM with the 
event wrapping up by 3 PM. Click here for more 
details and to sign up.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_JFxXARRww&t=0s
mailto:jloberger@fvlhs.org
mailto:muhlenbrauck@fvlhs.org
https://www.fvlhs.org/support-fvl/golf-outing
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Mount Olive SCRIP 
SCRIP is available to order 
during office hours. 

Order forms are located 
inside the Florida Avenue 
entrance. Fill out the SCRIP 
form(s) and enclose your payment (cash, check, or 
money order only) in the provided envelope. Place 
the envelope in the wood lock box. 

Orders are filled every Monday, and you’ll receive 
an email when your order is ready. Completed 
orders are placed in the church mailboxes.  

ShopWithScrip.com is another great alternative! 
Just follow the simple online steps to order, reload, 
and purchase via PrestoPay. (There will be a small 
convenience fee of $0.15 per order.) 

Questions? Contact Carol, the SCRIP Coordinator, by 
calling  920.739.9194 or email at
 scrip@mountoliveappleton.com. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Click here to go to our website calendar for more 
details and the most up-to-date information.  

Sundays Livestream Worship Service (9 a.m.) 

Sundays Interactive Life Group (10 a.m.) 

June 28 Outdoor Church Service – pending 

July 8 SISTERS Garden Gathering 

June 27-July 11 Taste & See, LWMS/WELS mission event 

TBD Mount Olive’s Vacation Bible School 

September 12 SISTERS Fall Retreat  

November 28 Joint Advent by Candlelight service 
with area WELS churches at FVL 

Mission Partners 

Dear Members of Mount Olive Lutheran, 
Thank you for your freely-given, gospel-motivated 
support for the WELS mission to the Hmong in 
Vietnam.  Your gifts will help spread the good news 
of Jesus by helping to train the Hmong Christian 
leaders in the Hmong Fellowship Church of 
Vietnam.  You may have heard how this group has 
grown from 55,000 members to over 100,000 
members since WELS work began with them in 
2014.  WELS Pastor Bounkeo Lor from Kansas City 
began work with them after they heard the pure 
gospel in his online sermons.  Since then many WELS 
pastors and professors have traveled with Pastor Lor 
to bring this pure gospel teaching to the Hmong 
leaders.  This led to the WELS effort you supported 
to build a training center in Hanoi.  Covid-19 has 
slowed the progress of the building and delayed 
planned visits for more training.  However, with the 
Lord's blessing, training will continue with two trips 
this summer.  As the newest member of the team, I 
will join the August visit to Hanoi.  I began serving 
my call on May 1, 2020.  I serve as Pastor Lor's 
assistant with the prestigious title WELS Hmong 
Asian Missionary in Vietnam.  I have begun Hmong 
language study with an online course offered 
through the University of Minnesota.   

Over the summer I start a more intensive Hmong 
language course offered through the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison.  Knowledge of the Hmong 
language and culture will help me when I begin 
teaching classes in Vietnam.  Brothers and sisters in 
Christ, thank you again for your wonderful support 
of this mission. 

Missionary Joel Nitz 

P.S. Anyone with a long memory might recall that I 
served as an instructor at Fox Valley Lutheran High 
School in the 1987-1988 school year.  Likely I served 
as a guest preacher at Mount Olive on some Sunday 
during that school year. 

*The picture shows the delivery of bricks for use in 
the construction of the training center in Hanoi. 

Summer Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 8am-Noon & 
1pm-4pm, Friday 8am-Noon 

mailto:scrip@mountoliveappleton.com
https://www.mountoliveappleton.com/members-page/

