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8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. - Worship 
9:10 a.m. - SCRIP (9:10-9:25 a.m.) 
9:15 a.m. - NO Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. - Bible 101 Class 
9:25 a.m. - Bible Class 

9:45 a.m. - SCRIP (10:10-10:25 a.m.) 
1:00 p.m. - Adult Volleyball 
6:30 p.m. - Adult Open Basketball 

������ MOL School—No School 6 p.m. - Worship 
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Church Office Closed 
MOL School—No School 

10 a.m. - Christmas Eve Service 
2 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service 
4 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service 
6 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service 
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MOL School—No School  
Church Office Closed 
No Bible Classes 

9 a.m. - Christmas Day Service w/ Lord’s Supper 

�������� MOL School—No School  

	����� MOL School—No School 2:00 p.m. - Zuberbier/Emmerich Wedding 

��������  5:30 p.m. - Worship  
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8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. - Worship  
9:10 a.m. - SCRIP (9:10-9:25 a.m.) 
No Sunday School or Bible Classes 
9:45 a.m. - SCRIP (10:10-10:25 a.m.) 

3:15 p.m. - Adult Volleyball 
6:30 p.m. - Adult Open Basketball 

THIS WEEK—December 22-29 
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Offerings  Week of 12/16/19 $34,728 $29,661 
Offerings  Fiscal Year-to-date $680,534 $612,974 
Offerings + Other Income Fiscal Year-to-date $1,198,943 $1,131,092 
Forward in Faith Week of 12/16/19   $9,091 
Forward in Faith Total Campaign to-date   $2,836,886 


������� This Week: (8 a.m.) - Mike & Kathleen Hyne, Carlton & JoAnn Klemp; 
 (10:30 a.m.) - George & Barb Green. 
 Next Week: (8 a.m.) - Kent & Charlayne Kiesling, Mark & Carol Schmidt; 
 (10:30 a.m.) - Steve & Catherine Wunderlich, Scott & Janelle Fuhrmann. 
��		�����	2�  This Week: (8-10 a.m.) - Mark & Anne Tollefson; (10 a.m.-noon) Louise Kesting, Tara Willenkamp. 
  Next Week: (8-10 a.m.) - Don & Edie Priebe; (10 a.m.-noon) Connie Bode, Sarah Raasch. 
���������  This Week: December 21 - Steve Priebe; December 22 (8 a.m.) - Jerry Evansen; 
  December 22 (10:30 a.m.) - Autumn Kaddatz; December 23 - Doug Van Straten. 
  Next Week: December 28 - Kenzie Mielke; December 29 (8 a.m.) - Zach Thede; 
  December 29 (10:30 a.m.) - Jonathan Leahy; December 30 - Aaron Tollefson. 

������
����  Sandy Kath, Mary Hall, Louise Ebert, Karen Johnson, Betty Flunker. 

������  
Saturday 5:30 p.m. - Mike Evers, Captain; Troy Graham, William Harold, Stan Rickert, Brian Willman. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m.  - Roger VandenLangenberg, Captain; Peter Sehloff, Mark Matz, Stephen Hetzner. 
Sunday 10:30 a.m.  - Brian Kirchner, Captain; Corey Zoromski, Mark Schroeder, Bruce Heckert. 
Monday 6:00 p.m.  - John Hoh, Captain; Ken Jaeger, Victor Bode. 

���������� This Week: Sheryl Schultz  Next Week: Carol Schuff  
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Weekly Attendance: 821 

Saturday: 196 — Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 286, 10:00 a.m. 231 — Monday: 108 

Advent Attendance: 405 
10 a.m.—113 6 p.m.—292 

Sunday Bible Classes: Pastor Raasch’s topic for this week will be “How do you Know You’re a 
Christian?” Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for this Bible class. Pastor Wordell’s Bible class 
entitled “God's Chosen Strangers: Lessons from Peter on Living in America in 2019” will take 
place in the Sanctuary.  

January’s Bible Classes: 

· 1 THING: Reading your Bible is the most important thing you do every day. What's the 
most important thing you'll do today? Your health, family, safety, work, comfort, faith, 
doing good—the opinions are endless. What if we had a quote from Jesus, which told us 
definitively the ONE THING more important than any other thing? We do. "Few things 
are needed—or indeed, only one. Mary has chosen what is better." (Luke 10:42) Mary chose 
to listen to the voice of God. For 5 weeks we are going to look at methods, tools, and 
technologies for reading your Bible. But wait, there's more! We'll even practice using those 
methods to develop the practice of daily listening to Jesus. Join Pastor Wordell and your 
Mount Olive family for 5 weeks, beginning on January 5th in the Sanctuary, as we study 
many ways of doing the 1 THING needed.  

· The Book of James: Starting Sunday, January 5th at 9:25 a.m., join Pastor Raasch in the 
Fellowship Hall for a Bible class on the Book of James. Taming the tongue, persevering 
through trials, trusting God for tomorrow, growing in patience, experiencing the power of 
prayer—these are some of the real life issues addressed in James’ letter to the early church. 
His words are as applicable today as ever. Come and learn how true faith shows itself in the 
Christian’s life.  

· Bible 101: Can I be sure I am going to heaven? Do I need Jesus? Does Jesus love me? How can I believe 
in Jesus? How do good works fit in? Please join us for a no cost, no obligation basic Bible 
information course that gives participants a solid, foundational understanding of God’s 
Word. Our classes meet for about an hour on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. or Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. Classes start January 12th and January 16th. Contact Pastor Priewe 
(pastor.priewe@mountoliveappleton.com) for more information.  

· Wednesday Bible Study: Starting on January 8th, our 9:30 a.m. Wednesday morning 
Bible study will focus on the message of the Minor Prophets, so called not because their 
message is less important, but because their prophecies are relatively "short" in length. Join 
us to consider the "major" message these men had for the church of their day and ours!  
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    Year-end Gifts: Mount Olive recently changed to a fiscal year ending on June 30th.  However, 
your special offerings at the end of 2019 are vital for maintaining our ministries throughout the 
year.  Please consider making a special gift to the general fund, in gratitude for the grace God has 
shown to you in your Christmas Savior.  Your gift can be given by mail, online or in the offering 
plate using a 2019 offering envelope. Thank you!  

Poinsettias: If you purchased a poinsettia to help beautify our Christmas services, you may take 
your plant home after the New Year’s Eve service. (Please Note: This date is a change from 
what has been printed in the Christmas Day bulletin announcements. The Altar Guild has asked 
that the poinsettias remain up until after the New Year’s Eve service. Thank you for your 
understanding.) 

LWMS Mission Tree: This year donations will go towards Mission to the Children (MttC) in 
northern Mexico.  MttC provides the Gospel message and food to more than a thousand 
impoverished Mexican children and their families each month.  The mission also gives out school 
supplies, clothing, medical supplies, Christmas gifts, and offers vacation Bible school.  All this is 
done through donations from WELS organizations and volunteers. The LWMS Mission Tree is 
located in the atrium and will be up through the month of December. Please take an envelope, 
insert your donation, and put it in the collection plate.  Checks should be made out to Mount 
Olive.    

The Benevolence Committee provides help (food, clothes, financial assistance) to members of 
our congregation and community who are in need, currently including a family with major 
medical expenses.  To support this ministry of compassion, use a blue offering envelope or place 
your donation in the wooden box in the narthex.  

Have you ever thought of becoming an usher? We are looking for individuals to join our 
great group of volunteers! The online usher sign up is ready to go! Current volunteers and anyone 
interested please sign up with the instructions below: 

1. Go to www.mountoliveappleton.com. 
2. Click the “Usher Sign Up” box on Mount Olive’s home page. 
3. Scroll through the list of months and dates available. Click on the Sign Up box on the 

months and dates you wish to usher. 
4. When finished selecting your dates, click the “Submit and Sign Up” button at the bottom 

of the page. The dates you chose will appear.   
5. Fill in your name and email address and you are finished. You will receive an email notice 

before your scheduled work time. 

Thank you for your service! Please contact Mark Arnold (920-716-5299) or Pastor 
Priewe (Pastor.Priewe@mountoliveappleton.com) with any questions or for more information 
about joining the Usher team! Thank you for your interest! 
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Through the support and prayers of WELS members, WELS has surpassed its goal of receiving $2 million 
to support a theological education facility in Vietnam. This funding will pay for the land, building 
construction, and the first two years of operating expenses. 

The communist Vietnamese government invited WELS in 2018 to build this facility in Vietnam’s capital 
city of Hanoi to train leaders of the Hmong Fellowship Church (HFC). 

“Since I became Christian in 1994, I’ve been searching and praying for a church body that would bring me 
the true Word of God,” says Rev. Zang, one of the HFC leaders who is receiving training. “I have been to 
much training in the last several years, but none like WELS. Finally, God sends a church that teaches the 
true Word of God to Vietnam. The Word of God has brought peace to our community, and we are sure 
that our salvation is only found in Christ Jesus.” 

WELS first had contact with the Hmong Fellowship Church in 2011, when a leader in that church got in 
touch with Rev. Bounkeo Lor, a Hmong pastor who then served in Kansas City, Kan., after reading his 
online sermons. Lor made his first training trip to Vietnam in 2012. Members of the Pastoral Studies 
Institute began to accompany Lor on some of these trips starting in 2016. Since that initial trip, the church 
has doubled in size—now with more than 120,000 members—and discovered the true message of God’s 
grace. 

“The members of the HFC have been grateful for the message of the gospel, that they are saved by God’s 
grace alone,” says Rev. Xiong, one of the HFC leaders receiving training. “Now they are eager to have the 
opportunity to use the center in Hanoi for training pastors in the Word of God, especially in law and 
gospel.” 

Lor, who now serves as Hmong Asia ministry coordinator, says the training center is important for the 
ministry in Vietnam so that Hmong leaders can continue to grow in their understanding of God’s Word. 
“Nowadays, many churches call themselves Christian, but it is sad that they don’t teach the true Word of 
God anymore,” says Lor. “One of the brothers in the HFC told me that before they met WELS, they 
thought that every church taught the truth from the Bible, but now they know the differences between true 
and ideology teaching. They praise God for the teaching that WELS extends to their church body. They are 
eager to bring whatever they’ve learned from WELS to their leaders and members.” 

So far, land has already been purchased in Vietnam, and plans are being made for construction to begin on 
a new campus that will include a worship space, dormitories and kitchen facilities, ministry offices, and four 
classrooms. To date, more than 550 WELS congregations have given offerings to this campaign, and 
another 2,300 individuals and groups have offered special gifts or commitments.  

Lor asks for WELS members’ continued prayers on the ministry: “Please continue to ask God to bless the 
center so that it may serve more people, not only Hmong but also other minorities in Vietnam.” Learn 
more about this opportunity at wels.net/vietnamhmongoutreach. 

WELS News & Notes 
Funding Secured for Theological Education Facility in Vietnam 


