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Isaiah 65:17–25 17 “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. 

The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create 

Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over 

Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of 

crying will be heard in it no more. 20 “Never again will there be in it an 

infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his 

years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails 

to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They will build houses 

and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer 

will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For 

as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones 

will long enjoy the works of their hands. 23 They will not toil in vain or 

bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by 

the Lord, they and their descendants with them. 24 Before they call I will 

answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb 

will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be 

the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 

mountain,” says the Lord. 

 

1. When was the first time you experienced the death of a loved 

one or friend? What impact did that death have on your life? 

Answers will vary. This is an opportunity to comfort and 

console each other. Death touches all of us. If someone is 

troubled by the thought that a friend or loved one may not be in 

heaven, use the opportunity to remind each other that we can 

leave such things in the hands of our loving God. He knows 

how he uses his Word to reach people and keep them his. 

 

2. What was God’s plan for Adam and Eve in Eden as it 

concerned: a) their family relationship; God made the man and 

woman to live in perfect harmony with himself and each other. 

If they had remained perfect, their family would have been 

God’s perfect family, all members living in perfect fellowship 

and peace with each other. b) their work; There was work to do 

in paradise (Genesis 2:15). The man and woman were to work 

the garden and care for it. Their work would have been pure 

joy to them. No weeds, thorns or thistles would hamper their 

work. There would be no blight, famine, or pests - no problems 

of any kind. Adam and Eve would perfectly subdue the earth 

God made for them, ruling everything without toil or trouble. 

c) their future? It would seem that if sin had never entered the 

picture, God’s people would have been invited to eat of the tree 

of life and live forever free of sin and temptation – unable to 

sin and never susceptible to illness, disease, or death.  Explain 

how sin “undid” each of these aspects of God’s plan for Adam 

and Eve and for all people (see #2).  a) Sin ruined the man’s 

and woman’s relationship with God and each other. Scripture 

records how the sinners pointed the finger of blame at each 

other and even God. Sin brought pain to what was supposed to 

be life’s most joyful moments. Even having a child would 

bring pain as the family grew. b) God cursed the ground that 

Adam would work. From then on work would be toil. He’d eat 

his food by the sweat of his brow. Sin made all work a rat race. 

While God still wants people to use his creation for their 

benefit, creation would no longer cooperate because of the sin 

to which Adam and Eve subjected it. c) Sin would cut the 

sinners’ future short. They would no longer live forever. The 

wages of their sin was death for all. 

 

3. Define the following: a) spiritual death; this is the separation 

sin brings between the sinner and holy God (Isaiah 59:2). b) 

physical death; this is the death that results in the soul of a 

person separating from the body. c) eternal death; when a 

spiritually dead person dies physically, the sinner dies eternally 

in hell, forever separated from God. What has Christ done to 

death? Jesus has abolished death in this way: He took our 

place, dying spiritually and eternally in our place – separated 
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from God in the depths of hell (Matthew 27:46). Jesus died 

physically, conquering physical death when his soul returned to 

his body and he rose from the grave. When God works faith in 

us to believe this about Jesus, a resurrection takes place. God 

raises us from spiritual death to spiritual life (Revelation 20:6). 

Once we are spiritually alive, physical death can do no harm to 

us. By rising from physical death, Jesus has turned the 

believers physical death into the way the believer’s soul enters 

the glories of heaven to await the second resurrection – the 

resurrection of the body when Christ returns. The second death 

(Revelation 20:6) – eternal death has no power over us. 

 

4. Our text is filled with picture language. What is God teaching 

us with the following: 

a. “as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people.” 

By this picture, God is showing us that eternal life is “long 

life” beyond our imagination. 

 

b. “The wolf and the lamb will feed together.” With this 

picture, God is showing us that the peace of Eden is 

restored in the “new heavens and the new earth.” There 

will be no hostility in paradise. Former enemies from this 

sinful world will now form the family of God forever at 

peace. 

 

c. “but dust will be the serpent’s food.” The ancient serpent 

(Revelation 12:9), the devil will pose no threat to us. He 

will eat the dust of hell’s dungeon forever. 

 

5. Agree or disagree and why? God’s plan to create new heavens 

and a new earth isn’t a “do over.” It’s a restoration of Eden. 

(Hint: See #2) If this were a “do over,” God would have no 

saving plan for the people he had created. As it is, Daniel 12:2-

3 says that he dead will rise. This isn’t a “do over.” This is a 

restoration. God is creating a new heavens and earth for his 

people in which to live as he intended them to live in Eden. 

This is a place where relationships are perfect, work is 

perfectly productive, fulfilling and satisfying. This is a world 

where the future is eternal life in the presence of God. 

6. Why do we call those who are in heaven the “saints 

triumphant”? A saint is someone who is holy before God. Here 

on earth we believers enjoy a holy status before God because 

he declares us holy for the sake of Jesus who credits his 

holiness to us and who has canceled our sin-debt with his 

sacrifice for our sins. By rising, he has gotten us victory over 

sin, death, and hell. We saints on earth form the church 

militant, still engaged in the war with God’s enemies, a war 

that has been won by Jesus, but will play out until he returns. 

The believers in heaven have been purged of all sin. They are 

not just declared holy for Jesus’ sake, they are holy through 

and through – no sin remains in them. They are part of the 

Church Triumphant – the church at rest from her enemies. 

They are saints triumphant, God’s holy people, enjoying the 

victory Jesus has won for them and us. 

 

7. Agree or disagree and why? We shouldn’t speak of a believer’s 

death as a “loss.” There could be a way to understand this 

statement, if we are thinking only in terms of this life here on 

earth. The early life in this existence is lost to the believer. But 

what is that? I pointed out in the sermon that to speak this way 

of our fellow believers is in accurate and not helpful to us. 

Those who die in Christ don’t lose anything. They gain 

everything. Here’s an opportunity to speak clearly and so 

encourage one another so that we do not grieve like those 

without hope. (1 Thessalonians 4:13) 

 

8. Diving deeper into the text…compare Isaiah 65:17-21 to 

Revelation 21:1-10. What similarities do you note? What do 

you make of the fact that God repeats himself? In both 

passages God speaks of new heaven(s) and a new earth (Isaiah 

65:17; Revelation 21:1). Both speak of the new/holy Jerusalem 

(Isaiah 65:18,19; Revelation 21:2) – Jerusalem in ancient Israel 

was the place God chose to place his temple – Jerusalem is his 

church then and the way he often refers to it now. No tears 

(Isaiah 65:19; Revelation 21:4). Former things forgotten (Isaiah 

65:17; Revelation 21:4). God delights in the people he has 

made holy (Isaiah 65:18; Revelation 21:2). God’s enemies will 

suffer the second death (Isaiah 65:25; Revelation 21:8). Those 



who are in Christ will inherit long (eternal life) (Isaiah 65:20-

21; Revelation 21:6-7). (My list is probably not all-

encompassing. This is simply what jumped out at me.) By 

repeating these things and so many other truths in Scripture, 

God is teaching us that his plans for us are eternal and sure. He 

does not change his mind. He is a God who renews his 

promises. He wouldn’t have to. Telling us the good news once 

should be enough, but he knows how we are, in need of 

constant reassurance. Isaiah prophesied 700 years before 

Christ. John wrote in the 90s AD. You have an 800 year span 

represented. 

 

9. Diving deeper still…what does Scripture mean when it says 

God will “create new heavens and a new earth”? (cf. Isaiah 

65:17; Daniel 12:2-3; Romans 8:19; 2 Peter 3:10; Hebrews 

1:10-12) Note – when passages refer to the new heavens and 

the new earth, we should understand that heaven, as it is used 

in this context, is not speaking of the abode of God. Rather this 

is a reference to the skies above us and what we refer to as 

“outer space” – the universe. All this God says he will make 

anew. There are longstanding questions on whether or not God 

will annihilate the present heavens and earth – wiping them 

from existence – to start over with something brand new. Or 

will God purify the present creation, restore it to its perfect 

state, and dwell here with us? There is no right or wrong 

answer. The scriptures seem to speak both ways as you may 

well determine for yourself when referencing the passages 

above. That’s the point of this question #9 – simply to make 

people aware and let them offer thoughts based on the passages 

referenced. When looking at a particular passage, keep the two 

points of view in mind. Does the passage advocate for one or 

the other? 

 

Here are some of my quick observations on the passages 

referenced: 

 

Isaiah 65:17 – speaks of something “new” and yet speaks of a 

life that is very well known to us. 

 

Daniel 12:2-3 assures us that no matter what God chooses to 

do, make a new earth or restore the old, we will be restored to a 

holy condition to live with him forever. He’s not getting rid of 

us to start over with a different people. 

 

Romans 8:19, in my opinion seems to favor a restored creation. 

Creation waits for the sons of God to be revealed on Judgment 

Day. It also waits to be liberated from its bondage. Of course, I 

suppose those who favor the idea that God will completely 

destroy the present earth would say, “When it’s destroyed, it 

will be liberated from sin’s grip.” 

 

2 Peter 3:10 – this passages seems to favor the idea that the 

present world will be done away with – destroyed by fire. And 

yet, the very last words could point to a renewal. The fire might 

be seen as a purifying fire, with the world laid bare – a blank 

canvass on which God will start over. 

 

Hebrews 1:10-12 – Here’s another passage that would seem to 

allow for both views. The world will wear out like a garment. 

The heavens and earth will perish (sounds like destruction of 

the old), but then comes the idea of a change of clothes for 

creation. That might be restoration. 

 

Two things stand out to me. As a child, I would have imagined 

heaven as a place of clouds where we float around. The Bible 

makes it clear that God will make his dwelling among us. We 

will continue to be physical creatures who will live with him in 

a physical world. Paradise will be restored.  The other point is 

this – whether God wipes out this present world or chooses to 

restore it, the people he made will not be wiped out. We will 

rise to be restored to a holy life with God in Christ. In my 

sermon, when I speak of “restoration” this is what I have in 

mind. I am not trying to say that God will restore this present 

world. I have opinions about that, but I won’t force them on 

others. 

 


