
  

 but its rush and roar. But this should not be. For this is what 

happens: when a person wants to be a Christian and acts according to 

his feelings, he soon loses Christ. Drive the suffering and cross from 

your heart and mind as quickly as you can; otherwise if you think 

about it for long the evil grows worse. If you have affliction and 

suffering, say: I have myself not chosen and prepared this cross; it is 

because of the Word of God that I am suffering and that I have and 

teach Christ. So let it be in God’s name. I will let him take care of it 

and fight it out who long ago foretold that I should have this 

suffering and promised me his divine and gracious help. (Luther’s 

Works, v.51, p.203-204) 

 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:  The Sixth Commandment 

You shall not commit adultery. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we lead a 

sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and husband 

and wife love and honor each other.  

 

Collect for Trinity Nine 

Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your 

humble servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, make them 

to ask such things as shall please You; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

MDH 

 
Our Family Daily Prayers 

 

Easter 2 To Trinity 9 

April 12 – August 1, 2021 
 
 

 

 
 

Der Engel des HERRN lägert sieh umb die her so ihn förchte.  

Psal. 34, v. 7.  “The angel of the LORD encampeth round 

about them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

1000 North Park Avenue 

Herrin, IL 62948 

www.trinityh.org 

(618) 942-3401 

For Consecration 3. 
LORD, do Thou turn me all into love, and all my love into 

obedience, and let my obedience be without interruption; and 

then I hope Thou wilt accept such a return as I can make. 

Make me to be something that Thou delightest in, and Thou 

shalt have all that I am or have from Thee, even whatsoever 

Thou makest for Thyself; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 

Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 

1925, p.40-41). 

 

http://www.trinityh.org/


  

Our Family Daily Prayers – 2021 

Follow the order for Daily Devotions in Lutheran Worship, p.293. 

 

Week leading to Misericordias Domini:  April 12- 18, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 23 (LW, p. 320-321) 

Hymn – LW #135 / TLH 202  "Welcome Happy Morning” 
Daily Readings –  

12 Monday Eldona Synod April 12-16, 2021 

Exodus 22:20-23:13 Luke 4:16-30 

13 Tuesday      Exodus 23:14-33 Luke 4:31-44 

14 Wednesday 

 

Exodus 24:1-18 Luke 5:1-16 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

15 Thursday 

 

Exodus 25:1-22 

Option:  Exodus 25:23-30:38 

Luke 5:17-39 

16 Friday Exodus 31:1-18 Luke 6:1-19 

17 Saturday Exodus 32:1-14 Luke 6:20-38 

18 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Exodus 32:15-35 Luke 6:39-49 

Misericordias Domini   

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 2:21-25, John 10:11-16  

 

#33  That a Christian Should Bear his Cross With Patience (title 

of Luther’s Sermon) 

Some Excellent and Christian Thoughts of the Ancient and 

Saintly Fathers and Theologians of the Church, that a Christian 

Should Bear with Patience the Cross Which God Places upon Him, 

Applied and Elaborated by Luther  

The ancient and saintly fathers and theologians have contrasted 

the living wood with dead and have allegorized that contrast this 

way: From the living wood(Gen 2:17, “The tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil”) came sin and death; from the dead wood(the tree of 

the cross), righteousness and life. They conclude: do not eat from 

that living tree, or you will die, but eat of this dead tree; otherwise, 

you will remain in death. 

You do indeed desire to eat and enjoy [the fruit] of some tree. I will 

direct you to a tree so full that you can never eat it bare. But just as it 

was difficult to stay away from that living tree, so it is difficult to 

enjoy eating from the dead tree. The first {tree in the garden} was the 

image of life, delight, and goodness, while the other {tree-Christ’s 

cross} is the image of death, suffering, and sorrow because

Week leading to Trinity Nine:  July 26-Aug 1, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 54 (not in LW) 

Hymn– LW 478 / TLH 536 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
 
Daily Readings –  

26 Monday 1 Samuel 10:1-27 Acts 22:17-29 

27 Tuesday       1 Samuel 12:1-25 Acts 22:30-23:11 

28 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

1 Samuel 13:1-18 Acts 23:12-35 

Catechesis on Luke 16:1-13 

29 Thursday 1 Samuel 14:47-15:9 Acts 24:1-23 

30 Friday 1 Samuel 15:10-35 Acts 24:24-25:12 

31 Saturday 1 Samuel 16:1-23 Acts 25:13-27 

1 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

1 Samuel 17:1-19 Acts 26:1-23 

Trinity Nine  

2 Samuel 22:26-34, 1 Corinthians 10:6-13, Luke 16:1-13 

 

#49  The Christian Art of Suffering 

For this is the Christian art, which we must all learn, the art of looking 

to the Word and looking away from all the trouble and suffering that 

lies upon us and weighs us down. But the flesh is utterly incapable of 

this art, it sees no farther than the present suffering. For this also is the 

way of the devil; he removes the Word far from one’s eyes, so that one 

sees nothing but the present difficulty, just as he is doing with us now. 

What he wants is that we should deny and forget the Word altogether 

and gaze only at the danger which threatens us from the pope and the 

Turks. Then if he wins the play, he drowns us in the difficulty, so that 

we see nothing  

  

For Consecration 2. 
CAUSE us, O Lord, to become heirs of Thy testimonies, 

which have been made matter of belief unto us, let them be 

constantly in our thought, that: they may be sincerely held in 

true faith, and be so fulfilled in our work, that as they are 

uttered by the mouth they may guide us in sorrow with their 

comfort, and make us more ready to labor with Thee; through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.40). 



  

 

the present suffering to the consolation and promise. Then we will 

learn that what Christ says is true: “In me you shall have peace” 

[John 16:33]. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.203) 

 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:   

The Fifth Commandment 

You shall not murder. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do 

not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him 

in every physical need.  

 

Collect for Trinity Eight 

Grant to us, Lord, we implore You, the Spirit to think and do always 

such things as are right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good 

without You, may by You be enabled to live according to Your will; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 

 

 

one tree is living, the other dead. There is in man’s heart the deeply 

rooted desire to seek life where there is certain death and to flee from 

death where one has the sure source of life.  (Luther’s Works, v.43 

p.183) 

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors 

The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should 

receive their living from the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14 

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good 

things with his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be 

mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Gal. 6:6–7 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 

double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and 

teaching. For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is 

treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 1 

Tim. 5:17–18 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who 

are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the 

highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with 

each other. 1 Thess. 5:12–13 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over 

you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage 

to you. Heb. 13:17 

 

Collect for Misericordias Domini 

Merciful Father, who by the humiliation of Your Son raised up the 

fallen world, grant to Your faithful people perpetual gladness, and 

make those whom You have delivered from the danger of everlasting 

death to be partakers of eternal joys; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen.  

2nd Tim. 4, v. 7-8.  

7. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 

kept the faith: 8. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 

me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 

love his appearing. 



  

Week leading to Trinity Eight:  July 19-25, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 78 (Not in LW) 

Hymn– LW 478 / TLH 536 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
Daily Readings –  

19 Monday 1 Samuel 2:18-36 Acts 15:22-41 

Eldona Youth Camp July 19-23, 2021 

20 Tuesday       1 Samuel 3:1-21 Acts 16:1-22 

21 Wednesday 

 

1 Samuel 4:1-22 Acts 16:23-40 

Optional: Acts 17:1-34 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

22 Thursday 1 Samuel 5:1-6:3, 10-16 Acts 18:1-11, 23-28 

23 Friday 1 Samuel 6:19-7:17 Acts 19:1-22 

Optional: Acts 19:23-21:14 

24 Saturday 1 Samuel 8:1-22 Acts 21:15-36 

25 Sunday  

 

 

10:15 AM 

 

1 Samuel 9:1-27 Acts 21:37-22:16 

St. James, the Elder 

1 Ki 19:9-18, Rom 8:28-39, Matt 20:20-28 

Trinity Eight   

Jeremiah 23:16-29, Acts 20:27-38, Matthew 7:15-23 

 

#48  Christ Strengthens Us in Our Suffering 

So it is with all other things; when it gets going it becomes too 

heavy, whether it be sin, devil, hell, or even our own conscience. But 

how are we going to do it? Where shall we go and hide ourselves? For 

us it looks as if the whole thing would fall to the ground. But on the 

other side they are confident and proud; they think they already have 

won the day. I too see the good Christopher sinking; nevertheless he 

gets through, for he has a tree which he holds on to. This tree is the 

promise that Christ will do something remarkable with our suffering. 

“In the world,” he says, “you shall have afflictions and tribulations, but 

in me you shall have peace” [cf. John 16:33]. And St. Paul says, “We 

have a faithful God who helps us out of affliction, so that we can bear 

it” [cf. I Cor. 10:13]. These sayings are staves, yea, trees, which we 

can hold on to and let the waters roar and foam as they will. 

So in Christopher we have an example and a picture that can 

strengthen us in our suffering and teach us that fear and trembling is 

not as great as the comfort and the promise, and that we should 

therefore know that in this life we shall have no rest if we are bearing 

Christ, but rather that in affliction we should turn our eyes away from   

For Synod.  2 
O ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, Who hast given the Comforter 

to Thy Church that He should abide with it forever: Pour forth the 

blessing of Thy Spirit on our pastors now assembled ... (about to 

assemble) ... in Thy name: defend their hearts from all hindrances of 

this world, and from all earthly feeling; grant them abundantly, 

steadfastness of faith, purity of love, sincere desire for peace, and 

firmness of authority, that they, by the help of Thy Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord, may both rule Thy flock committed to their care, according 

to Thy will, and also, together with their people, receive from the 

great Shepherd and Bishop of us all the rewards which are promised 

to Thy saints, and be united to the number of Thine elect; through the 

Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.74-75). 

 

Art. XVI  Das Weltliche Obrikeit von Gott geordnet sey, 

denen rum zu gehorsame schuldig ist. 

“The secular authorities are ordered by God, to whom 

obedience is owed.” 

Romans 13, v. 1  “Let every soul be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the 

authorities that exist are appointed by God.” 

1st Peter 2, v. 13  “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance 

of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme.” 



  

Collect for Trinity Seven 

O God, whose never-failing providence orders all things both in 

heaven and earth, we humbly implore You to put away from us all 

hurtful things and give to us those things that be profitable for us; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

Week leading to Jubilate:  April 19-25, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 146 (LW, p. 364) 

Hymn – LW #135 / TLH 202  "Welcome Happy Morning” 
Daily Readings –  

19 Monday Exodus 33:1-23 Luke 7:1-17 

20 Tuesday       Exodus 34:1-28 Luke 7:18-35 

21 Wednesday 

 

6:30 PM 

Exodus 34:29-35:21 

Option Exodus 35:22-38:20 

Luke 7:36-50 

Catechesis on John 16:16-22 

22 Thursday Exodus 38:21-39:8, 22-23, 

27-31 

Luke 8:1-21 

23 Friday Exodus 39:32-40:16 Luke 8:22-39 

24 Saturday 

 

Exodus 40:17-38 

Optional  Leviticus 1:1-7:38 

Luke 8:40-56 

25 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

Leviticus 8:1-13, 30-36 Luke 9:1-17 

Matins on St. Mark, Evangelist 

Isaiah 55:1-5, Eph 4:7-16, Luke 10:1-9 

Jubilate   

Isaiah 40:25-31, 1 Peter 2:11-20, John 16:16-22 

 

#34  That a Christian Should Bear his Cross With Patience – Pt 2 

“Taking up the cross is by nature something that causes pain.  

(“Such a cross and pain is necessary; it must be known as such and 

really bear down painfully, as does some great peril to one’s goods and 

honor.…” LW 51, 198.).  It must not be self-imposed (as the 

Anabaptists and all the workrighteous teach); it is something that is 

imposed upon a person. (“It should be the kind of suffering which we 

have not chosen for ourselves, as the fanatics do in choosing some 

suffering for themselves to bear.…” LW 51, 198.)  
The Need for It.  We must be conformed to the image of the Son of 

God, Romans 8 [:29].  “All who desire to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted,” II Timothy 3 [:12].  “In the world you have 

tribulation” [John 16:33]. Likewise, “You will be sorrowful; you will 

weep and lament, but the world will rejoice,” John 16 [:20].  “If we 

share in [Christ’s] sufferings we shall also be glorified with him,” 

Romans 8 [:17].  “If you are left without discipline, in which all have 

participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons,” Hebrews 

12 [:8]. Otherwise, what is the purpose of so many comforting 

passages of Scripture?  (Luther’s Works, v.43 p.183-184) 

  

For Consecration. 
O HOLY Spirit, Love of God, infuse Thy grace, and descend 

plentifully into my heart; enlighten the dark corners of this 

neglected dwelling, and scatter there Thy brightening beams; 

dwell in that soul that longs to be Thy temple; water that 

barren soil, overrun with weeds and briars, and lost for want 

of cultivating, and make it fruitful with Thy dew from heaven. 

O come Thou Refreshment of them that languish and faint. 

Come Thou Star and Guide of them that sail in the 

tempestuous sea of the world; Thou only Haven of the tossed 

and ship-wrecked. Come Thou Glory and Crown of the living, 

and only Safeguard of the dying. Come, Holy Spirit, in much 

mercy, and make me fit to receive Thee, Who with the Father 

are one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.39-

40). 

 



  

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  Of Civil Government 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there 

is no authority except that which God has established. The 

authorities that exist have been established by God. 

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 

against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who 

do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free 

from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 

will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But 

if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 

nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer. Rom. 13:1–4 

 

Collect for Jubilate   

Almighty and everlasting God, the heavenly Father who shows 

the light of truth to those who are  in error so that they may return 

into the way of righteousness, cause all who are admitted into the 

fellowship of Christ's Church to avoid those things that are contrary 

to their profession and to follow all such things that are agreeable 

thereto; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.

All right then, anybody who has taken upon himself the burden of the 

Christ, the beloved child, must either carry him all the way across the 

water or drown; there is no middle way. It’s no good to drown; 

therefore we’ll go through the water with the Christ, even though it 

looks again as though we would have to stay in it. After all, we have 

the promise that he who has Christ and relies and believes on him can 

boldly say with David in Ps. 27 [:3], “Though a host encamp against 

me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet will I be 

confident.” Let them paw and stamp their feet, let them threaten and 

frighten as they please, were the water never so deep we shall 

nevertheless go through it with Christ. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.202-

203)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:  The Fourth Commandment 

Honor your father and your mother. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, 

serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

 

  

For Grace to Praise God 2.  
O LORD Jesus Christ, by Thine excellent Name, spread 

through all the world by the apostles, perfect the praise of Thy 

victory in us who are the work of Thy hands, that our enemy 

may be stilled, and we be crowned with the perpetual triumph 

of glory and worship; Who livest and reignest with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.36). 

 Psal. 34, v. 8 (7)  

“The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear 

him, and delivereth them.” 



  

Week leading to Trinity Seven:  July 12-18, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 34 (LW, p. 324-325)  

Hymn– LW 478 / TLH 536 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
Daily Readings –  

12 Monday Judges 7:1-23 

Optional: Judges 7:24-12:15 

Galatians 1:1-24 

13 Tuesday      Judges 13:1-25 

Optional: Ruth 1:1-4:22 

Galatians 2:1-21 

14 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Judges 14:1-20 Galatians 3:1-22 

Catechesis on Mark 8:1-9 

15 Thursday Judges 15:1-16:3 Galatians 3:23-4:11 

16 Friday Judges 16:4-30 

Opt:  Judges 17:1-21:25 

Gal 4:12-31 

17 Saturday 1 Samuel 1:1-20 Galatians 5:1-26 

18 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

1 Samuel 1:21-2:17 Galatians 6:1-18 

Trinity Seven  

Genesis 2:7-17, Romans 6:19-23, Mark 8:1-9  

 

#47  At First Being a Christian is Easy, Then Over Our Head 

How goes it then with him? This way: when a man accepts the 

faith, he does not allow himself to think of it as something 

burdensome. He thinks of it as being like a little child, which is 

beautiful and well-formed and easy to carry, as Christopher found. 

For at first the gospel looks like a fine, pleasant, and childlike 

teaching; as we saw at the beginning, when it started everybody got 

cracking and wanted to be an Evangelical. There was such a yearning 

and thirst for it that no oven is as hot as the people were then. But 

what happened? The same thing that happened with Christopher. He 

did not find out how heavy the child was until he got into the deep 

water. 

So it was with the gospel; when it began to take hold the waves 

rolled out and pope, bishops, princes, and the crazy rabble set 

themselves against it. Then we first began to feel how heavy the 

child is to carry. For it came so dose to the good Christopher that he 

came very near to drowning. As you see, the same thing is happening 

now; on the other side which is against the Word there are so many 

tricks and stratagems, so much deceit and cunning, everything aimed 

at one purpose, to drown us in the water. There is such threatening 

and terror that we would be frightened to death if we did not have 

another consolation to oppose to it. 

 

 
  

Art. XVII  Das Christus ā Jüngstë tag Kome werde ein 

Richter der lebedige und das toten.  

“The Christ will come soon on Judgement day to judge the 

living and dead.” 
 

Es. (Isaiah) 66, v. 15 ; “For behold, the Lord will come with fire And 

with His chariots, like a whirlwind, To render His anger with fury, 

And His rebuke with flames of fire. 

Acts.  17, v. 31 ; “because He has appointed a day on which He will 

judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him 

from the dead.” 

 



  

Week leading to Cantate:  April 26 - May 2, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 66 (LW, p. 320-321) 

Hymn – "O Fount of Good, for All Your Love" LW 395 
Daily Readings –  

26 Monday Leviticus 9:1-24 Luke 9:18-36 

27 Tuesday      

 

Leviticus 10:1-20 

Option  Leviticus 11:1-15:33 

Luke 9:37-62 

28 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Leviticus 16:1-24 Luke 10:1-22 

Catechesis on John 16:5-15 

29 Thursday Leviticus 17:1-16 Luke 10:23-42 

30 Friday Leviticus 18:1-7, 20-19:8 Luke 11:1-13 

1 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Leviticus 19:9-18, 26-37 Luke 11:14-36 

Vespers on St. Philip and St. James, Apostles 

Malachi 3:16-18, Eph 2:19-22, Jn 14:1-14 

2 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

 

Leviticus 20:1-16, 22-27 Luke 11:37-54 

Cantate   

Isaiah 12:1-6, James 1:16-21, John 16:5-15 

 

#35  The Source of Persecution and the Prayer Regarding It 

The Source of It.  Because the devil, a mighty, evil, deceitful 

spirit, hates the children of God.  For them the holy cross serves for 

learning the faith, for [learning] the power of the word, and for 

subduing whatever sin and pride remain. Indeed, a Christian can no 

more do without the cross than without food or drink.   

The Entreaty.  The touch of Christ sanctifies all the sufferings and 

sorrows of those who believe in him. Whoever does not suffer shows 

that he does not believe that Christ has given him the gift of sharing 

in his own passion. But if anyone does not wish to bear the cross 

which God places upon him, he will not be compelled to do so by 

anyone—he is always free to deny Christ.  But in so doing he must 

know that he cannot have fellowship with Christ or share in any of 

his gifts.  For example, a merchant, a hunter, a soldier risk so much 

pain for the sake of an uncertain gain and victory, while here, where 

it is certain that glory and blessedness will be the result, it is a 

disagreeable thing to suffer even for a bit, as Isaiah 54 [:7], Christ in 

John 16 [:20–22], Peter in I Peter 1 [:6], and Paul in II Corinthians 4 

[:17] usually put it, “for a little while,” and momentarily. (Luther’s 

Works, v.43 p.184-185)

St. Christopher carried Him, he also carried the weight of the whole world on 

his shoulders. The child then vanished. 

 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments: The Third Commandment 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 

preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

 

Collect for Trinity Six 

Lord of all power and 

might, the Author and 

Giver of all good things, 

graft into our hearts the 

love of Your name, 

increase in us true 

religion, nourish us with 

all goodness, and of Your 

great mercy keep us in 

the same; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and 

reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
 St. Christopher Carrying the 

Christ Child, by Hieronymus 

Bosch (c. 1485) 
  

To Love Righteousness. 
GRANT, Lord, that we may love righteousness and hate 

iniquity, so that, advancing by Thee the Way, to Thee the End, 

we may be led by Thy wonderful right hand to the kingdom of 

eternal beauty; who livest and reignest with the Father and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 

1925, p.39). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Christopher_Carrying_the_Christ_Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Christopher_Carrying_the_Christ_Child
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieronymus_Bosch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieronymus_Bosch


  

Week leading to Trinity Six:  July 5-11, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 90 (LW, p. 335-336) 

Hymn– LW 478 / TLH 536 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 
Daily Readings –  

5 Monday 

ECLC Closed 

Joshua 23:1-16 Acts 12:1-25 

6 Tuesday       Joshua 24:1-31 

Optional: Judges 1:1-36 

Acts 13:1-12 

7 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Judges 2:6-23 Acts 13:13-41 

Catechesis on St. Matthew 5:17-26 

8 Thursday Judges 3:7-31 Acts 13:42-52 

9 Friday Judges 4:1-24 

Optional: Judges 5:1-31 

Acts 14:1-18 

10 Saturday Judges 6:1-24 Acts 14:19-15:5 

11 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Judges 6:25-40 Acts 15:6-21 

Trinity Six  

Exodus 20:1-17, Romans 6:1-11, St. Matthew 5:17-26  

 

#46  The Legend of St. Christopher, A Christ-Bearer 
St. Christopher was a man of significant physical stature. Christopher 

decided one day that he wanted to serve the greatest king he could. He 

presented himself before his local ruler and entered service, until he noticed 

the king cross himself at the mention of the devil, revealing that the king 

believed the Devil to have more power. St. Christopher then decided to 

serve the Devil. During his search, he encountered a band of thieves, whose 

leader referred to himself as the Devil. But when this leader avoided a 

Christian cross out of fear, St. Christopher learned there was someone even 

more powerful than the Devil. 

St. Christopher found a hermit who taught him all about Christ, the 

King of Kings. The hermit suggested that he spend his life in prayer and 

fasting, a thing which St. Christopher, a large and probably often hungry 

man found difficult, he objected. The hermit suggested he then find 

something else that would please Christ. St. Christopher offered to work at 

a nearby river, and help travelers across. The fording was dangerous and 

many with less strength people had drowned. The hermit advised St. 

Christopher this would please Christ. 

One day, a child approached St. Christopher by the river and asked to be 

helped across. St. Christopher obliged. However, as he entered midstream, 

the river rose and the child's weight grew and became extremely heavy. It 

was only by great exertion that St. Christopher safely delivered the child to 

the other side. When St. Christopher asked the child why he was so heavy, 

the child explained that He was the Christ and when 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  Of Citizens 
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matt. 22:21 

It is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay 

taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 

governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay 

taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then 

honor. Rom. 13:5–7 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 

be made for everyone–for kings and all those in authority, that we may 

live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, 

and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1–3 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to 

be ready to do whatever is good. Titus 3:1 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among 

men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who 

are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those 

who do right. 1 Peter 2:13–14 

Collect for Cantate 

Our merciful Father, the God who alone make minds of the faithful to 

be of one will, cause Your people to love what You command and to 

desire what You promise, that among the manifold changes of this 

world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

  

For Grace to Praise God 3.  
GOD, Who art the only Hope of Thy servants, grant us to 

kindle in our meditations, that our souls may be inflamed with 

Thy love, and our hearts on fire with Thy praise; through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.36). 

 



  

 

Art. XVIII  Das der mensch Zwar i eusserlichë dinge ein 

freÿen willen habe aber in Geistliche sache 

“That men indeed have a free will in worldly things except in 

spiritual matters.” 
Gen.  6, v. 5 ; And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in 

the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil continually. 

1st Cor.  2, v. 14 ; But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 

Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

2nd Tim.  1, v. 14 :   

That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the 

Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us..   



  

But you should not think that there ever was a man who was called 

by that name or who actually did what is said about St. Christopher. 

Rather the person who devised this legend or fable was without a 

doubt a fine intelligent man, who wanted to portray this picture for 

the simple people so that they would have an example and image of a 

Christian life and how it should be lived. And actually he did hit it 

off very well; for a Christian is like a great giant, he has great strong 

legs and arms, as Christopher is painted, for he bears a burden which 

the whole world, which no emperor, king, nor prince could carry. 

Therefore every Christian is a Christopher, that is, a Christ-

bearer, because he accepts the faith. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.201-

202) 

Catechism - The Ten Commandments:   
The Second Commandment 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it 

in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

Collect for Trinity Five 

O God, who has prepared for those that love You such good things as 

pass man's understanding, pour into our hearts such love toward You 

that we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

Week leading to Rogate:  May 3-9, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 67 (LW, p. 331) 

Hymn – "O Fount of Good, for All Your Love" LW 395 
Daily Readings –  

3 Monday  Leviticus 21:1-24 Luke 12:1-12 

4 Tuesday       Leviticus 23:1-22 Luke 12:13-34 

5 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Leviticus 23:23-44 Luke 12:35-53 

Catechesis on John 16:23-33 

6 Thursday 

 

Leviticus 24:1-23 

Optional:  Leviticus 25:1-55 

Luke 12:54-13:17 

7 Friday Leviticus 26:1-20 Luke 13:18-35 

8 Saturday Leviticus 26:21-33, 39-44 

Optional:  Numbers 1:1-2:34 

Luke 14:1-24 

9 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

Numbers 3:1-16, 39-48 

Optional:  Numbers 4:1-8:4 

Luke 14:25-15:10 

Rogate   

Numbers 21:4-9, 1 Timothy 2:1-6, St. John 16:23-33 

 

#36  Disregard the Eyes and Hold to the Word 

Notice how our adversaries, those torturers from the devil, are torn 

and divided in their teachings in so many ways that they fail to realize 

their hopes, since they must be concerned with so much peril and 

misfortune that they can never act for a moment with certainty or 

confidence.  And these penalties and punishments are only temporal! 

How can I comprehend their guilt, namely, that without God and 

through the devil’s craftiness they, beset by an evil conscience, are 

eternally lost? Even though they are uncertain as to the outcome of 

their endeavor, they keep on rejoicing in a hope that is completely and 

absolutely lost, while we, on the other hand, have God’s unfailing 

promises for our comfort. 

In short, since God is the same and the cause is the same, in which 

he has upheld the faith of all the saints so that he might be vindicated, 

God will not now, just for our own sake, be found a liar; nor are we to 

make a liar of him. God grant, whether we do or do not believe, that he 

will yet defend his word and surely help [us]. This demands great 

effort and care so that, in the first place, we turn our eyes from the 

might [of this world] and second, hold fast to the word. 

Eye disregarded the word and relied on what was visible, but a 

Christian, in contrast, disregards what he can see and holds to the 

word. The godless do not do so but rely upon the   

For Growth in Grace. 
O GOD, Who in Thy loving kindness dost both begin and 

finish all good things: Grant that as we glory in the beginnings 

of Thy grace, so we may rejoice in its completion; through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 

end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.39). 

 



  

emperor to uphold them in this world, but because they neglect the 

word, they will be mined and lost to eternity. In the year 1530.   

(Luther’s Works, v.43 p.184-185) 

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:   

To Husbands 

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 

wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as 

heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will 

hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7 

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Col. 3:19 

 

Collect for Rogate 

O God our Father, from whom all good things do come, grant to us, 

Your humble servants, that by Your holy inspiration we may think 

those things that be right and by Your merciful guiding may perform 

them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

 

Week leading to Trinity Five:  June 28-July 4, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 147 (LW, p. 364-365) 

Hymn – LW 468 /TLH 659 "Feed Your Children God Most Holy" 
Daily Readings –  

28 Monday Joshua 3:1-17 Acts 9:1-22 

29 Tuesday       

10:30 AM 

Joshua 4:1-24 Acts 9:23-43 

Divine Service on SS. Peter & Paul, Apostles 

Ezekiel 34:7-16, Acts 12:1-11, Matthew 16:13-20 

30 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Joshua 5:1-6:5 Acts 10:1-17 

Catechesis on Luke 5:1-11 

1 Thursday Joshua 6:6-27 Acts 10:18-33 

2 Friday 

 

Joshua 7:1-26 Acts 10:34-48 

Visitation of Our Lord 

Zephaniah 3:14-17, Isaiah 11:1-5, Luke 1:39-56 

3 Saturday Joshua 8:1-28 Acts 11:1-18 

4 Sunday  

Independence Day 

10:15 AM 

Joshua 10:1-25 

Optional Joshua 10:28-22:34 

Acts 11:19-30 

Trinity Five  

1 Kings 19:11-21, 1Corinthians 1:18-25, Luke 5:1-11 

 

#45  The Example of St. Christopher, A Christ-Bearer 

So it is, as we see, that they cannot endure even the small 

afflictions. But when the big, strong afflictions occur, they despair 

altogether, destroy themselves, or they want to jump out of their skin 

because the whole world has become too cramped for them. Likewise 

they cannot observe moderation either in fortune or misfortune. When 

things go well, they are the most wanton, defiant, and arrogant people 

you can find. When things go wrong, they are utterly shattered and 

despondent, more than any woman; as we see those who are now 

pawing and bridling and bragging and boasting were so timid and 

nervous during the peasant uprising that they hardly knew where to go. 

So it must be when one does not have the promises and God’s Word. 

But Christians have their consolation even in the worst of suffering and 

misfortune. 

But in order that you may better understand this, I will give you a fine 

example in which the Christian’s suffering is depicted. All of you are 

doubtless familiar with the way in which St. Christopher has at 

times been portrayed. [For those not familiar, next week I will 

include the legend of St. Christopher.]  



  

Catechism - The Ten Commandments: 

As the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to 

His Household 

The First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above 

all things. 
 

Collect for Trinity Four 

Grant, O Lord, we implore 

You, that the course of 

this world may be so 

peaceably ordered by 

Your governance, that 

Your Church may joyfully 

serve You in all godly 

quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns 

with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen.  

  

Art. XIX  Das nicht Gott sonder der Teüffel eine ursach der 

sünde und alles bösen seye. 

“That not God but the devil is the cause of sin and all evil.” 
Gen. 3, v. 1 ; And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto him 
out of the tabernacle of the congregation saying,  
Zep. 2, v. 14 ; And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the 
beasts of the nations: both the Cormorant and the Bittern shall lodge 
in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the  windows; 
desolation shall be in the threshold: for he shall uncover the cedar 
work.                                                                                     

For Grace to Praise God 4.  
CHRIST the Lord, Whose holy name is as ointment poured 

out: Grant, we beseech Thee, that the ointment of Thy head 

may be poured down by Thee, so as to descend on the beard 

of Thy people, and come to the very edge of the garment of 

this mortal life; Who livest. and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.36-37). 

 

2nd Tim.  3, v. 14 :   

    But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 

hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 

 

For the Spirit of Prayer. 

O GOD of hope, the true Light of faithful souls, and perfect 

Brightness of the blessed, Who art verily the Light of the 

Church: Grant that my heart may both render Thee a. worthy 

prayer, and always glorify Thee with the offering of praise; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.39). 

 



  

Week leading to Exaudi:  May 10 – 16, 2021 

Psalm - May 10-13 Psalm 47 or 110 (LW p. 344) 

   May 14-16 Psalm 27(LW p. 322-323)  

Hymn – "O Fount of Good, for All Your Love" LW 395 
Daily Readings –  

10 Monday 

7:00 AM 

Numbers 8:5-26 Luke 15:11-32 

Rogation Monday  John 10:1-5, Amos 9:8-15 

11 Tuesday       

7:00 AM 

Numbers 9:1-23 Luke 16:1-18 

Rogation Tuesday  John 10:6-10, Isaiah 4:2-6 

12 Wednesday 

7:00 AM  

6:30 AM 

Numbers 10:11-36 Luke 16:19-31 

Matins on Rogation Wed. Mt 28:16-20, Is 29:18-24 

Catechesis on John 15:26-16:4 

13 Thursday 

7:00 PM 

Numbers 11:1-23, 31-35 Luke 17:1-19 

Ascension Day 

2Kings 2:5-15, Acts 1:1-11, Mark 16:14-20 

14 Friday Numbers 11:24-29; 12:1-16 Luke 17:20-37 

15 Saturday Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33 Luke 18:1-17 

16 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Numbers 14:1-25 Luke 18:18-34 

Exaudi 

Ezekiel 36:22-28, 1 Peter 4:7-14, John 15:26-16:4   

 

Ascension 

#37  First Christ’s Suffering Saves Us, Then It Becomes our 

Example. 

Therefore we must note in the first place that Christ by his 

suffering not only saved us from the devil, death, and sin, but also 

that his suffering is an example, which we are to follow in our 

suffering. Though our suffering and cross should never be so exalted 

that we think we can be saved by it or earn the least merit through it, 

nevertheless we should suffer after Christ, that we may be conformed 

to him. For God has appointed that we should not only believe in the 

crucified Christ, but also be crucified with him, as he clearly shows 

in many places in the Gospels: “He who does not take his cross and 

follow me,” he says, “is not worthy of me” [Matt. 10:38]. And again: 

“If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign those of his household” [Matt. 10:25]. 

Therefore each one must bear a part of the holy cross; nor can it be 

otherwise. St. Paul too says, “In my flesh I complete what is lacking 

in Christ’s afflictions” [Col. 1:24]. It is as if he were saying: His 

whole Christendom is not fully completed; we too must follow

Week leading to Trinity Four:  June 21-27, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 138 (LW, p. 360-361)  

Hymn – LW 212 "We All Believe in One True God, Father" TLH 251 

Daily Readings –  
21 Monday Proverbs 24:1-22 John 19:1-22 

22 Tuesday       Proverbs 25:1-22 

Optional: Prov 26:1-28 

John 19:23-42 

23 Wednesday 

 

Proverbs 27:1-24 

Optional: Prov. 28:1-29:27 

John 20:1-18 

No Learn-by-Heart/Catechesis 

24 Thursday 

 

Proverbs 30:1-9, 18-33 John 20:19-31 

Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Malachi 3:1-4, Isaiah 40:1-5, Luke 1:57-80 

25 Friday Proverbs 31:10-31 John 21:1-25 

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession 

Isaiah 55:6-11, Romans 10:5-17, John 15:1-11 

26 Saturday 

 

Joshua 1:1-18 Acts 8:1-25 

27 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Joshua 2:1-24 Acts 8:26-40 

Trinity Four  

Genesis 50:15-21, Romans 12:14-21  Luke 6:36-42 

 

#44  When Suffering Give Your Greatest Attention to the Promise 

So in our suffering we should so act that we give our greatest 

attention to the promise, in order that our cross and affliction may be 

turned to good, to something which we could never have asked or 

thought. And this is precisely the thing which makes a difference 

between the Christian’s suffering and afflictions and those of all other 

men. For other people also have their afflictions, cross, and misfortune, 

just as they also have their times when they can sit in the rose garden 

and employ their good fortune and their goods as they please. But 

when they run into affliction and suffering, they have nothing to 

comfort them, for they do not have the mighty promises and the 

confidence in God which Christians have. Therefore they cannot 

comfort themselves with the assurance that God will help them to bear 

the affliction, much less can they count on it that he will turn their 

affliction and suffering to good. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.201) 

  



  

after, in order that none of the suffering of Christ may be lacking or 

lost, but all brought together into one. Therefore every Christian must 

be aware that suffering will not fail to come. (“Sermon on Cross and 

Suffering,” April 16, 1530, Luther’s Works, v.51, p.198) 

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  To Wives   

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Eph. 5:22 

 [This is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God 

used to make themselves beautiful,] They were submissive to their 

own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him 

her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do 

not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5–6 

Art. XX  Das man gütte weck solle übe, aber nicht 1umb 

verdinst sondren der Ehrë Gottes wille. 

That one should call forth goodness, but not for the sake of the 

glory of God’s will.  
 

Gal. 5 v. 6 ;  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any 

thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 

1st Joh. 4, v. 10 ;  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us, and sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins.            

To Pray Aright 2. 
O LORD, Who seest that all hearts are empty except Thou fill 

them, and all desires balked except they crave after Thee: 

Give us light and grace to seek and find Thee that we may be 

Thine and Thou mayest be ours forever; through Jesus Christ, 

Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.38-39). 

 



  

 

Collect for Ascension (use May 10-13; use collect for Exaudi May 

14-16, below) 

Grant, we implore You, almighty God, that just as we believe Your 

only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also in heart and mind to heaven ascend, and 

continually dwell with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Exaudi 

#38  Suffering Hurts Badly. 

It should be, however, and must be the kind of suffering that is 

worthy of the name and honestly grips and hurts, such as some great 

danger of property, honor, body, and life. Such suffering as we really 

feel, which weighs us down; otherwise, if it did not hurt us badly, it 

would not be suffering. 

Beyond this, it should be the kind of suffering which we have not 

chosen ourselves, as the fanatics choose their own suffering. It 

should be the kind of suffering which, if it were possible, we would 

gladly be rid of, suffering visited upon us by the devil or the world. 

Then what is needed is to hold fast and submit oneself to it, as I have 

said, namely, that one know that we must suffer, in order that we 

may thus be conformed to Christ, and that it cannot be otherwise, 

that everyone must have his cross and suffering. (Luther’s Works, 

v.51, p.198-199)

Catechism - Daily Prayers:  How the Head of the Family Should 

Teach His Household to Ask a Blessing and Return Thanks 

Asking a Blessing 

The children and members of the household shall go to the table 

reverently, fold their hands, and say: 

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at 

the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of 

every living thing. [Ps. 145:15–16] 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we 

receive from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Returning Thanks 

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded 

hands say: 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] 

gives food to every creature. He provides food for the cattle and for 

the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength 

of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights 

in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love. 

[Ps. 136:1, 25; 147:9–11] 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Trinity Three 

O God, the Protector of all that trust in You, without whom nothing is 

strong, nothing is holy, increase and multiply upon us Your mercy that, 

You being our Ruler and Guide, we may so pass through things 

temporal that we finally lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son,  our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  

For Grace to Praise God 5.  
ALMIGHTY and. Holy Spirit, the Comforter pure, living, 

true: Illuminate, govern, sanctify me, and confirm my heart 

and mind in the faith, and in all genuine consolation ; preserve 

and rule over me, that dwelling in the house of the Lord all the 

days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, I may be and 

remain forever in the temple of the Lord, and praise Him with 

a joyful spirit in union with all the heavenly Church; Who 

with the Father are one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.37). 

 



  

Week leading to Trinity Three:  June 14-20, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 103 (LW, p. 339-340) 

Hymn – LW 212 "We All Believe in One True God, Father" TLH 251 

Daily Readings –  
14 Monday Proverbs 14:1-27 John 15:1-11 

15 Tuesday       Proverbs 15:1-29 John 15:12-27 

16 Wednesday 

 

Proverbs 16:1-24 John 16:1-16 

Catechesis on St. Luke 15:1-10 

17 Thursday 

 

Proverbs 17:1-28 

Option:  Proverbs 18:1-20:4 

John 16:17-33 

18 Friday Proverbs 20:5-25  

Optional: Prov. 21:1-31 

John 17:1-26 

19 Saturday Proverbs 22:1-21 John 18:1-14 

20 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Proverbs 22:22-23:12 John 18:15-40 

Trinity Three  

Micah 7:18-20, 1Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 

 

#43  The Cause of Our Suffering is Not Sin, But Holding to the 

Word of God 

Moreover, the cause of our suffering is the same as that for which all 

the saints have suffered from the beginning. Of course the whole 

world must bear witness that we are not suffering because of public 

scandal or vice, such as adultery, fornication, murder, etc. Rather we 

suffer because we hold to the Word of God, preach it, hear it, learn it, 

and practice it. And since this is the cause of our suffering, so let it 

always be; we have the same promise and the same cause for 

suffering which all the saints have always had. So we too can 

comfort ourselves with the same promise and cling to it in our 

suffering and tribulation, as is highly necessary. (Luther’s Works, 

v.51, p.200-201)

Collect for Exaudi 

Almighty, everlasting God, cause us always to have a devout will 

toward You and to serve Your majesty with a pure heart; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

For Spiritual Communion 
O GOD, the Health of our countenance, after Whom the souls 

of Thy servants ardently long: Grant, we beseech Thee, that 

while we are nourished with the food of our visible tears, we 

may see Thee invisibly with- in the tabernacle of our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.37). 

 

Apoc. 14 v. 6.7 [2nd Chronika / Chronicles]  

 I saw an angel fly in the midst of the hill, which had an 

everlasting Gospel to announce, who sits and dwells on earth 

and speaks with great pleasure, fear God and pray in the glory.          

 

 



  

Week leading to Pentecost:  May 17-23, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 104(Not in LW) 

Hymn – LW 154 / TLH 224 “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  

Daily Readings –  
17 Monday 

 

Numbers 14:26-45 

Optional:  Numbers 15:1-41 

Luke 18:35-19:10 

18 Tuesday       Numbers 16:1-22 Luke 19:11-28 

19 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Numbers 16:23-40 Luke 19:29-48 

Catechesis on John 14:23-31 

20 Thursday Numbers 16:41-17:13 

Option: Numbers 18:1-19:22 

Luke 20:1-18 

21 Friday Numbers 20:1-21  Luke 20:19-44 

22 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Numbers 20:22-21:9 Luke 20:45-21:19 

Divine Service on Pentecost Eve 

Acts 19:1-8, John 14:15-21 

23 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

 

Numbers 21:10-35 Luke 21:20-38 

Pentecost   

Genesis 11:1-9, Acts 2:1-21, John 14: 23-31 

 

#39  True Suffering is Not a Stinking Self-Chosen Suffering. 

When one knows this it is the more easy and bearable, and one 

can comfort oneself by saying: Very well, if I want to be a Christian, 

I must also wear the colors of the court; the dear Christ issues no 

others in his court; suffering there must be. 

This the fanatics, who select their own cross, cannot do; they 

resist it and fight against it. What a fine and admirable suffering that 

is! And yet they can reproach us, as if we did not teach aright 

concerning suffering and they alone can do it. But our teaching is 

this, that none should dictate or choose his own cross and suffering, 

but rather, when it comes, patiently bear and suffer it. 

But they are wrong, not only with respect to their choosing their 

own cross, but also in that they flaunt their suffering and make a 

great merit of it and thus blaspheme God, because it is not a true 

suffering but a stinking, self-chosen suffering. But we say that we 

earn nothing by our suffering and therefore do not frame it in such 

beautiful monstrances as they do. It is enough that we know that it 

pleases God that we suffer in order that we may be conformed to 

Christ, as I have said. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.199) 

 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 

Collect for Trinity Two  

O Lord, who never fails to help and govern those whom You bring up 

in Your steadfast fear and love, make us to have a perpetual fear and 

love of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen.   

Gesetz Stab Moses des Treibers.  

Es.   9. v. 4 “The hearders staff of Moses.” 

 

Der Hüter Israels schläfft noch Schlummert nicht.   

Psal. 121, v. 4. “The keeper of Israel shall neither slumber nor 

sleep.” 

 

 

To Pray Aright. 
O LORD, I beseech Thee to look upon Thy servant, whom 

Thou hast enabled to put his trust in Thee; and grant him both 

to ask such things as shall please Thee, and through Thy love, 

obtain the same; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.38). 

 

Gesetz Stab Moses des Treibers.  

Es.   9. v. 4 “The hearders staff of Moses.” 

Der Hüter Israels schläfft noch Schlummert nicht.   

Psal. 121, v. 4. “The keeper of Israel shall neither slumber nor 

sleep.” 



  

worst, it bears and presses down so grievously that one thinks he can 

endure no more and must surely perish. But then if you can think of Christ, 

the faithful God will come and will help you, as he has always helped his 

own from the beginning of the world; for he is the same God as he always 

has been. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.200) 
 

Catechism - Daily Prayers:  How the Head of the Family Should 

Teach His Household to Pray Morning and Evening 

 

Morning Prayer 

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and 

say: 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. 

If you choose, you may also say this little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; 

and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 

Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten 

Commandments, or whatever your devotion may suggest. 
 

Evening Prayer 

In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross 

and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Then kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. 

If you choose, you may also say this little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 

You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend  

Catechism - Table of Duties:  

To Parents 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:4 

To Children 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your 

father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a 

promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy 

long life on the earth.” Eph. 6:1–3 

 

 

Collect for Pentecost 

O God our merciful Father, who taught the hearts of Your faithful 

people by sending to them the light of Your Holy Spirit, bring us by 

the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things and evermore to 

rejoice in His holy comfort; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 

For Wisdom 
GOD, Thou Who art great and terrible, Who art adorned as 

the glorious Prince in the heavenly Jerusalem: Expand our 

souls with spiritual intelligence that Thy mercy tabernacling 

within our breasts, we may be made worthy to set forth Thy 

Holy Name; who livest and reignest with the Father and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  (Oremus, 

1925, p.37-38). 

 

Ephes. 2, v. 20 

20. And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 

 



  

Week leading to Trinity Sunday:  May 24-30, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 148 (LW, p.365) or Psalm 8 (LW, p.315) 

Hymn – LW 154 / TLH 224 “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  

Daily Readings –  
24 Monday  

10:30 AM 

Numbers 22:1-20 Luke 22:1-23 

Divine Service on Pentecost Monday 

Isaiah 57:15-21, Acts 10:42-48, John 3:16-21 

25 Tuesday  

 

Numbers 22:21-23:3 Luke 22:24-46 

Pentecost Tuesday 

Isaiah 32:14-20, Acts 8:14-17, John 10:1-10 

26 Wednesday 

7:00 AM 

 

6:30 PM 

Numbers 23:4-28 Luke 22:47-71 

Ember Wednesday 

Acts 2:14-21, Acts 5:12-16, John 6:44-52 

Learn-by-Heart Catechesis 

27 Thursday Numbers 24:1-25 Luke 23:1-25 

28 Friday 

7:00 AM 

Numbers 27:12-23 Luke 23:26-56 

Ember Friday 

Joel 2:23-27, Luke 5:17-26 

29 Saturday 

 

Numbers 32:1-6, 16-27 Luke 24:1-27 

Ember Saturday 

Romans 5:1-5, Luke 4:38-44 

30 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

 

Numbers 35:9-30 Luke 24:28-53 

Optional: Acts 1:1-7:60 

The Holy Trinity 

Isaiah 6:1-7, Romans 11:33-36, John 3:1-17 

 

#40  Two Choices:  Either Suffer or Deny Christ 

So we see that the very ones who boast and teach so much about 

cross and suffering know the least either about the Cross or of Christ, 

because they make their own suffering meritorious. Dear friends, it 

isn’t that kind of thing at all; nor is anybody forced or compelled to 

it. If you don’t want to do it for nothing and without any merit, then 

you can let it lie and so deny Christ. The way is at hand, but you 

must know that if you refuse to suffer you will also not become 

Christ’s courtier. So you may do either one of these two, either suffer 

or deny Christ. 

If you are willing to suffer, very well, then the treasure and 

consolation which is promised and given to you is so great that you 

ought to suffer willingly and joyfully because Christ and his 

suffering is being bestowed upon you and made your own. And if 

you can believe this, then in time of great fear and trouble you will 

 Week leading to Trinity Two:  June 7-13, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 100 (LW, p.339) 

Hymn – LW 212 "We All Believe in One True God, Father" TLH 251 

Daily Readings –  
7 Monday Proverbs 4:1-27 John 12:1-19 

8 Tuesday       Proverbs 5:1-23 

Optional:  Prov. 6:1-7:27 

John 12:20-36a 

9 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Proverbs 8:1-21 John 12:36b-50 

Catechesis on St. Luke 14:15-24 

10 Thursday Proverbs 8:22-36 John 13:1-20 

11 Friday 

10:30 AM 

Proverbs 9:1-18 John 13:21-38 

Divine Service on St. Barnabas, Apostle 

Isaiah 60:1-5, Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3, Mark 6:7-13 

12 Saturday Proverbs 10:1-23 

Option: Proverbs 11:1-12:28 

John 14:1-17 

13 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Proverbs 13:1-25 John 14:18-31 

Trinity Two   

Proverbs 9:1-10, Eph 2:13-22, Luke 14:15-24 

 

#42  Suffering Works for A Christian’s Good and Advantage 
Furthermore, every Christian should submit himself to this suffering that he 

is sure that it will work for his good and that Christ, for his Word’s sake, will 

not only help us to bear this suffering but also turn and transform it to our 

advantage. And again what makes this cross more agreeable and bearable for 

us is the fact that our dear God is ready to pour so many refreshing aromatics 

and cordials into our hearts that we are able to bear all our afflictions and 

tribulations, just as St. Paul says in I Cor. 10 [:13], “God is faithful, and he 

will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will 

also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” This is 

true. When the suffering and affliction is at its   

For Wisdom 3 
O GOD, the Searcher of deeds and hearts, to Whom every thought 

of man maketh confession: Strengthen the weakness of our minds 

by the might of Thy blessing, that we. may think such things as be 

just and holy, and by a good life pay our faithful vows to Thee, our 

Lord God; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen  (Oremus, 1925, p.38). 

 



  

To Widows  The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts 

her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask 

God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even 

while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5–6 

To Everyone  The commandments … are summed up in this one 

rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Rom. 13:9 

I urge … that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 

made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1 

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall 

fare. 

 

Collect for Trinity One 

O God, the Strength of all those who put their trust in You, 

mercifully accept our prayers; and because through the weakness of 

our mortal nature we can do no good thing, grant us the help of Your 

grace that in keeping Your commandments we may please You both 

in will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

be able to say: Even though I suffer long, very well then, what is that 

compared with that great treasure which my God has given to me, that 

I shall live eternally with him? (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.199-200) 

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  

To Workers of All Kinds 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with 

sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not 

only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of 

Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve 

wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because 

you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he 

does, whether he is slave or free. Eph. 6:5–8 

To Employers and Supervisors 

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since 

you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, 

and there is no favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9 

 

Collect for The Holy Trinity 

Almighty and everlasting God, who has given to us, Your servants, 

grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the 

eternal Trinity and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the 

Unity, we implore You that You would keep us steadfast in this faith 

and evermore defend us from all adversities; who lives and reigns, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

  

For Wisdom 2 
O GOOD Shepherd, Who, for the ransom of Thy mortal 

sheep, hast drunk the cup of the Passion: We humbly call 

upon Thy Name, that, stablishing us upon the pillars of 

wisdom, Thou wouldest strengthen us with the hallowing of 

Thy sevenfold Spirit; who livest and reignest with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.38). 

 

Offenbarung or Apoc. [Revelation] 18 v. 4 . 5 

   “Depart from their ecclesiastical Babel, that you do not 

become infatuated with their sins.  The richness of their sin 

reaches to heaven, and God remembers your sacrilege.” (A 

short paraphrase by Wenceslaus Hollar.) 

“4. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying come out of 

her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 

receive not of her plagues.  5. For her sins have reached unto 

heaven and God hath remembered her iniquities.”   . 



  

Week leading to Trinity One:  May 31 - June 6, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 62 (LW, p.330) 

Hymn – LW 154 / TLH 224 “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  

Daily Readings –  
31 Monday  

Memorial Day 

Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 John 9:1-23 

1 Tuesday       Ecclesiastes 9:1-17 John 9:24-41 

2 Wednesday 

6:30 PM     

Ecclesiastes 10:1-20 John 10:1-21 

Catechesis on Luke 16:19-31 

3 Thursday Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 John 10:22-42 

4 Friday Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 John 11:1-16 

5 Saturday Proverbs 1:8-33 John 11:17-37 

6 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

 

Proverbs 3:5-24 John 11:38-57 

Trinity One  

Genesis 15:1-6, 1 John 4:16-21, Luke 16:19-31 

 

#41  Suffering Becomes Sweet and Easy 

Look what happens then: the suffering would be sweet and easy 

and no longer an eternal suffering, but only a modicum which lasts 

only a short time and soon passes away, as St. Paul [II Cor. 4:17], and 

St. Peter [I Pet. 1:6], and also Christ himself says in the Gospels [John 

16:16–22]. For they look to that great, immeasurable gift, which is that 

Christ with his suffering and merit has become altogether ours. Thus 

the suffering of Christ has become so mighty and strong that it fills 

heaven and earth and breaks the power and might of the devil and hell, 

of death and sin. And then if you compare this treasure with your 

affliction and suffering, you will consider it but small loss to lose a 

little property, honor, health, wife, child, and even your own life. But if 

you refuse to regard this treasure and to suffer for it, so be it; go on and 

let it lie. He who does not believe will also receive none of these 

unspeakable goods and gifts. (Luther’s Works, v.51, p.200) 

 

Catechism - Table of Duties:  

To Youth  Young men, in the same way be submissive to those 

who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one 

another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 

He may lift you up in due time. 1 Peter 5:5–6  

 

Art. XXI  Das man die abgestorben Heÿtige Zwar Ehrë  aber 

nicht anrüffen sol. 

“That one should not call upon the dead saints indeed nor 

appeal to them.”  
 

Matt. 4, v. 10 ; Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan : 

for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 

shalt thou serve.                              

Ps. 50, v. 15 ; And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 

thee, and thou shalt glorify me.  


