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Our Family Daily Prayers – 2020/2021 

Follow the order for Daily Devotions in Lutheran Worship, p.293. 

 

Week leading to Advent One:   November 23-29, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 24 (LW, p.321) 

Hymn – LW #12 / TLH 68 "The Advent of Our God” 

Daily Readings –  
23 Monday Daniel 3:1-30 Rev 20:1-5 

24 Tuesday       Daniel 4:1-37 Rev 21:1-8 

25 Wednesday 

 

6:30 PM 

Daniel 5:1-30 

Optional: Dan 7:1-8:27 

Rev 21:9-27 

Catechesis on Matthew 21:1-9 

26 Thursday 

 

9:00 AM 

Dan 6:1-28 

Optional: Dan 9:1-27 

Rev 22:1-27 

Matins on Day of National Thanksgiving 

Isa 61:10-11, 1 Tim 2:1-18, Lk 17:11-19 

27 Friday Isaiah 1:1-28 1 Peter 1:1-12 

28 Saturday 

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 2:1-22 1 Pet 1:13-25 

Church decorating for Advent, 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

1st Vespers for Advent One  

29 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 5:1-25 1 Peter 2:1-12 

Advent One 

Jeremiah 23:5-8, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 21:1-9  

 

#1 The Word of God Makes Bold Under Persecution  

We wish you, kind sir and dear friend in Christ, the favor and 

peace of God the Father and of our Lord Jesus Christ. Two of your 

letters, the one to His Imperial Majesty, the other to the mendicant 

orders, came to my attention and were read by me with great joy.  I 

thank my God for the favor and gift of the knowledge of Christian 

truth bestowed on you and in addition for your delight and active 

love for it. Moreover, one certainly senses that your words well forth 

from the bottom of an ardent heart, giving proof that the word of 

God does not just dwell lightly on your tongue or flit past your 

ears, as is true of many, but that it resides earnestly and 

enduringly in your heart. You have been so imbued with it that it 

has made you ready and bold to extol and to confess it, not only 

with your lips, but with your deeds and in writing, before and 

against all the world, and, above all, before exalted and clever minds. 

But the unusual measure of such a gift cannot be duly esteemed by 

any other than by him who is endowed with the Spirit that reveals what 

has been given us and teaches us to interpret spiritual truths spiritually, 

as St. Paul says in I Corinthians 2 [:14], “The unspiritual man does not 

perceive this.”  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.61) 

 

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Sixth Petition 

And lead us not into temptation. 

What does this mean?  

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and 

keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not 

deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great 

shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that 

we may finally overcome them and win the victory.  

 

Collect for Advent One (Ad Te Levavi) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to rescue us from the 

threatening perils of our sins, and save us by Your promised 

deliverance; for You now live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

  

Before Reading Holy Scripture.  
O EVERLASTING God and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

grant me Thy grace that I may study the Holy Scriptures 

diligently, and, with my whole heart, seek and find Christ 

therein and through Him obtain everlasting life; through the 

Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. (p.27, Oremus: Collects, Devotions, Litanies 

From Ancient and Modern Sources, Edited by Paul Zeller Strodach, 

Augsburg Publishing House, 1925). 

At the top of the etching is a hovering dove with 

the words, “Spirit of God is yours/for you.” 



  

Week leading to Advent Two:  November 30-December 6, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 50 (LW, p.328-329)  

Hymn – LW #12 / TLH 68 "The Advent of Our God” 

Daily Readings –  
30 Monday 

No service 

Isaiah 6:1-7:9 1 Peter 2:13-25 

St. Andrew, Apostle  

Deut 30:11-14, Romans 10:8-18, Matt 4:18-22 

1 Tuesday Isaiah 7:10—8:8 1 Pet 3:1-22 

2 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Is 8:9—9:7 1 Pet 4:1-19 

Catechesis on Luke 21:25-36 

3 Thursday Is 9:8-10:11 1 Pet 5:1-14 

4 Friday Is 10:12-27a, 33-34 2Pet 1:1-21 

5 Saturday Is 11:1—12:6 2 Pet 2:1-22 

Nicholaus Selnekker, Confessor 

6 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

Is 14:1-23 2 Pet 3:1-18 

Advent Two   

Malachi 4:1-6; Romans 15:4-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 

#2  Despite Persecution, Greatly Gladdened by the Word’s Small 

Successes 

Therefore I could not refrain from visiting you in the spirit with 

this letter to tell you of my joy. For I can truthfully boast that the 

condemnation and persecution of the pope and all the world do not 

offend and sadden me as much as I am strengthened and delighted 

when I hear that a person grasps and praises the tender truth. How 

much more it comforts me when I discovered and daily do discover 

that this truth has been recognized so zealously by you and others of 

your class, and is openly confessed. God mercifully permits me to 

see that his Word does not go forth in vain, as he declares in Isaiah 

44 [55:11], in order to comfort me so that my faith will grow 

stronger and so that I will not have only sadness. He also informs me 

that all the world opposes this, as he says in Matthew 24 [:9], “You 

must be hateful to all nations for my name’s sake.”  (Luther’s Works, 

v.43, p.61-62) 
 

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, The Seventh Petition 

But deliver us from evil.  What does this mean?  

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would 

rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, 

and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and 

graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

 

Collect for Advent Two (Populus Zion) 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, so that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 

with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   Amen.   

Before Reading Holy Scripture 2  
ALMIGHTY, everlasting God, Lord, Heavenly Father, Whose 

Word is a lamp to our feet and a light on our way: Open and 

enlighten my mind that I may understand Thy Word purely, 

clearly and devoutly, and fashion my life according to. it, in 

order that I may never displease Thy Majesty; through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Oremus, 1925, p.27). 
 

   At the top of the etching, a dove is hovering with seven rays 

extending down to the seven branches of the lampstand.  Above 

the dove are the words, “The Spirit of God is yours/for you.’ 

   Each of the seven rays is designated with the words: 

To receive eternal life (Romans 5:16) 

To strengthen (Ephesians 3:16) 

To satisfy (Romans 14:7) 

To comfort (Romans 15:12) 

To sanctify (Romans 1:4) 

To enlighten (1 Corinthians 12) 

To ignite (Romans 12:11) 
 



  

Week leading to Advent Three:  December 7-13, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 85 (not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #12 / TLH 68 "The Advent of Our God” 

Daily Readings –  
7 Monday Is 24:1-13 1 John 1:1—2:14 

8 Tuesday Is 24:14 – 25:1-12  

Optional Obadiah 1-21 

1 John 2:15-29 

9 Wednesday 

 6:30 PM 

Is 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

Catechesis on Matthew 11:2-11 

10 Thursday Is 26:20—27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

11 Friday Is 28:14—29 1 John 5:1—21 

2 John l-13; 3 John 1-15 

12 Saturday Is 29:1—14 Jude 1—25 

13 Sunday    

8:00 AM  

10:15 AM  

 

Is 29: 15—30: 14 Rev 1:1—19 

St. Lucy, Martyr 

Advent Three 

Isaiah 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 11:2-11 

 

#3 The Word of God is Persecuted Ruthlessly By Many 

It is the nature of the divine word to be heartily received by a 

few, but to be persecuted ruthlessly by many. Wolves and bears and 

lions do not persecute it, but men do, all men do, Christ says. Is it 

any wonder, then, that the world is full of people, that is, full of 

persecutors of Christ? What is the world other than people? But the 

word makes gods of men, as Psalm 71 [82:6] says, “I have said, you 

are gods, children of the Most High, all of you.” Christ himself 

interprets this statement in John 10 [:34, 35], saying, “Scripture calls 

them gods to whom the word of God came.” And in John 1 [:12], 

“To those who believe in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God.” Thus it ever remains true that men persecute God’s 

word and God’s children.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.62) 

 

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, The Conclusion & Meaning (LW, p. 303)  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

What does this mean?  This means that I should be certain that these 

petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; 

for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has 

promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Collect for Advent Three (Gaudete) 
Lord, we implore You, give ear to our prayers and lighten the darkness 

of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You now live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Before Reading Holy Scripture 3  
LORD JESUS, our King, Light and Life, illumine, waken, 

strengthen my heart through Thy power and Holy Word to 

everlasting life. Glory, laud and honor be unto Thee, Who 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest, ever 

one God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.27). 

At the end of the rays coming from the dove are the seven 

branches of the lampstand with three roundlets designating the 

first 21 articles of the Augsburg Confession. 

One: XVI, XVII, XVIII  

Two: X, XI, XII 

Three: IIII, V, VI 

Four: I, II, III 

Five: VII, VIII, IX 

Six: XIII, XIIII, XV 

Seven: XIX, XX, XXI 



  

Week leading to Advent Four:  December 14-20, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 19 (LW, p.318-319)  

Hymn – LW #12 / TLH 68 "The Advent of Our God” 

Daily Readings –  
14 Monday      Is 30:15—26 Rev 2:1—29 

15 Tuesday   Is 30:27—31:9 Rev 3:1—22 

16 Wednesday  

7:00 AM  

 

6:30 PM 

Is 32: 1—20 Rev 4: 1—11 

Matins on Ember Wednesday in Advent  
Isaiah 2:2-5, Isaiah 7:10-15, Luke 1:26-38 

Catechesis on John 1:19-28 

17 Thu         O Wisdom Is 33:1—24 Rev 5:1—14 

18 Fri    
O Adonai and Ruler 

7:00 AM 

Is 34:1-2, 8—35: 10  

Optional  Micah 1:1—7:20 

Rev 6:1-17 

Matins on Ember Friday in Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-5, Luke 1:39-47 

19 Sat   O Root of Jesse 

 

7:00 PM 

Is 40:1—17 Rev 7:1—17 

Vespers on Ember Saturday in Advent 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Luke 3:1-6 

20 Sunday    

 O Key of David 

10:15 AM 

Is 40:18—41:10 Rev 8:1—13 

Advent Four   

Deuteron. 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; John 1:19-28 

 

#4 The Word Brings with it the Desire to Speak 

However, this noble word naturally brings with it a burning 

hunger and unquenchable thirst that can never be filled. Even though 

many thousands of people believed in it, we would still desire that 

no person would want for it. Such thirst is ever active and knows 

no rest, but impels us to speak, as David states in Psalm 116 [:10], “I 

believe, therefore I speak.” And (as St. Paul declares in II 

Corinthians 4 [:13]), “We have the same spirit of faith, therefore we, 

too, speak,” until we include and incorporate everyone with us and 

make them one communion with us, wherever this is possible.  

(Luther’s Works, v.43, p.62) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First Question 

What is Baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God?  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter 

of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” [Matt. 28:19] 

 

Collect for Advent Four (Rorate Coeli) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, we implore You, and come among us, that 

by Your grace whatever is hindered by our sins may yet be speedily 

accomplished through Your mercy and satisfaction; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

Before Reading Holy Scripture 4  
O GOD, with Whom is the well of life, and in Whose Light 

we see light : Increase in us, we beseech Thee, the brightness 

of Divine knowledge, whereby we may be able to reach Thy 

plenteous fountain; impart to our thirsting souls the draught of 

life; and restore to our darkened minds the Light from 

Heaven; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.27-28). 

At the top of each 

of the seven 

branches is a 

burning candle. 
 



  

Days leading to Christmas:  December 21-25, 2020 

Psalm – Dec 23-24 Psalm 98 (LW, p.338-339)  

  Dec 25 Psalm 2 (LW, p. 313-314)        

Hymn – LW #53 / TLH 87  "Joy to the World" 

Daily Readings –  
21 Monday 

O Dayspring  
10:30 AM 

Is 42:1—25 Rev 9:1—12 

St. Thomas, Apostle 

Habakkuk 2:1-4, Ephesians 1:3-6, John 19:24-31 

22 Tuesday 
O King of Nations 

Is 43: 1-24 Rev 9:13-10:11 

23 Wednesday 
O Emmanuel 

6:30 PM 

Is 43:25—44:20 Rev 11:1—19 

Catechesis on St. Luke 2:22-40 

24 Thursday  

 

7:00 PM 

Is 44:21—45:13, 20-25;  

Daniel 10:1-12:13, Isaiah 48:1-22 

Rev 12: 1—17 

Christ’s Mass Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

25 Friday 

8:00 AM 

 

9:00 AM 

Isaiah 49:1-18 Mathew 1:1-17 

Christmas Matins 

Micah 5:2-5a, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:15-20 

Christ’s Mass Day 

 Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Hebrews 1:1-12, John 1:1-18 

 

Christmas Eve 

#5 True Faith Desires to Save Others, Even Under Persecution 

However, this thirst not only is not slaked by its speaking, it is 

also made worse with gall and vinegar, as was the thirst which Christ 

experienced on the cross [John 19:29]. St. Paul felt such a thirst, Acts 

26 [:29], when he wished that everyone were as he himself—except 

for his chains. [In] Romans 11 [9:3] he wished to be cut off from 

Christ for the sake of his brethren, the Jews. 

See here, you too have been given such a thirst for the salvation 

of your brethren, which is a reliable sign of a genuine faith.  It is 

only the gall and the vinegar that still awaits you, that is, the 

vilification, the shame, and the persecution for the sake of your 

thirsty speech. Wherever Christ is, Judas, Pilate, Herod, Caiaphas, 

and Annas will inevitably be also, so also his cross. If not, he is not 

the true Christ.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.62-63) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Second Question  

What benefits does Baptism give?  It works forgiveness of sins, rescues 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 

this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God?  Christ our Lord says in 

the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” [Mark 

16:16] 

 

Collect for Vigil of the Nativity (Dec 24) 

O God, who makes us to rejoice in the yearly expectation of the feast 

of our redemption: grant that we who joyfully receive the only 

begotten Son as a Redeemer, may behold, without fear, the same Lord 

Jesus Christ coming as our judge;  who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass Dawn (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, almighty God, that we, upon whom is poured 

the new light of Thy Word made flesh, may show forth in our actions 

that which by faith shineth in our minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

 

  

After Reading Holy Scripture.  
O GOD, Father of all mercies, Thou, Who in the unsearchable 

riches of Thy grace, hast opened to me the treasure of Thy 

Word in which we have the knowledge of Thy dear Son, and a 

sure pledge of our life and salvation: I beseech Thee, grant 

that I may preserve it in pure faith and burning love unto the 

end; through the Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.28). 



  

Christ’s Mass Day 

#6 More Concerned For Others Than our Persecution Woes 

Therefore we are not concerned with our woes, but with the 

wretchedness of our persecutors; for we ourselves are well provided 

for. We are certain that they cannot detract from that; rather, the 

more they rage against us, the more they destroy themselves and 

prosper us, as St. Paul states in Philippians 1 [:18]. “Who can harm 

us since we have a Lord who holds the death and life of all our 

adversaries in his hand” [Rom. 14:9], and who addresses our heart so 

comfortingly in John 16 [:33] saying, “Be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world.”  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.63) 

 

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass Day (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, heavenly Father, that the new birth of Your 

only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free, who are held in the 

old bondage under the yoke of our sin; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

  

A Thanksgiving for the Holy Gospel.  
WE give thanks unto Thee, Almighty God, Heavenly Father, 

that Thou hast given to us Thy holy gospel, and hast therein 

revealed to us Thy fatherly heart: We humbly beseech Thee, 

graciously preserve the light of Thy Word in us, and so lead 

and rule our hearts by Thy Holy Spirit, that we never again 

forsake it, but cling to its holy teaching and at last through it 

be saved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.28-29). 

After Reading Holy Scripture 2  
ETERNAL Father, Gracious God, Divine Sower of Thy holy 

Word, Who dost grant us to be born again of this imperishable 

seed: We thank Thee for the treasure of Thy gospel, and 

humbly beseech Thee to plough our hearts with Thy law, 

moisten them with Thy Spirit, shine upon them with Thy Sun 

of Grace, so that we become good and fertile land, and bring 

forth much fruit in patience; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 

1925, p.28). 

Each of the seven rays are designated with a few words and a 

Scripture verse: 

To comfort - Romans 15:12, “Isaiah says: “There shall be a root of 

Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the 

Gentiles shall hope.” 

To satisfy - Romans 14:7, “For none of us lives to himself, and no 

one dies to himself.” 

To sanctify - Romans 1:4, “…and declared to be the Son of God 

with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 

from the dead.” 
To strengthen - Ephesians 3:16, “…that He would grant you, 

according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might 

through His Spirit in the inner man,” 

To enlighten - 1 Corinthians 12, “v.1 Now concerning spiritual 

gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:…” 

To receive eternal life - Romans 5:16, “And the gift is not like that 

which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which 
came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift 
which came from many offenses resulted in justification.” 

To ignite - Romans 12:11, “…not lagging in diligence, fervent in 

spirit, serving the Lord.” 
 



  

Week leading to Christmas One:  December 26-27, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 111 (LW, p.344-345)  

Hymn – LW #53 / TLH 87  "Joy to the World" 

Daily Readings –  
26 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8 Matthew 1:18-25 

Vespers on St Stephen, First Martyr  

2 Chron. 24:17-22, Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-60, Matt 23:34-39 

27 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12 

Matins on St. John, Apostle and Evangelist   

Hosea 14:1-9, 1John 1:1-10, John 21:19b-24 

Sunday after Christ’s Mass  

Isaiah 11:1-5; Gal 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

#7 Our Persecutors Ought to Know that Death Doesn’t Threaten 

Us 

They threaten us with death.  If they were as smart as they are 

stupid, they would threaten us with life. It is a shame and disgrace to 

try to threaten and terrify Christ and his Christians with death for, 

after all, they are lords and victors over death. It is just like trying to 

frighten a man by bridling and saddling his horse and bidding him to 

ride on it. 

However, they do not believe that Christ rose from the dead and 

is a Lord over life and death. For them he is still in the grave, yes, in 

hell. But we are happy and confident because we know that Christ 

rose and that death is no more than the end of sin and the end of 

itself. For the life in this flesh still cleaves to us and is still lived in 

sin; this life cannot be without sin by reason of the flesh. And that 

prompts the incipient spirit in us to cry: Come, death and Judgment 

Day, and put an end both to sin and death. Amen. [That is the 

meaning of] St. Paul’s words in Romans 7 [:18–19] and 8 [:22–23].  

(Luther’s Works, v.43, p.63) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Second Question  

What benefits does Baptism give?  It works forgiveness of sins, 

rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all 

who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God?  Christ our Lord says 

in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will 

be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” [Mark 

16:16] 
 

Collect for Christmas One 
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your good 

pleasure, that in the name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound 

in good works; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

  

The First Article (Der Erst Artickel)   

Wir Glauben Das Gott einig im wesen dreÿfach in der Persö seÿ. 

“We believe that God is united in the essence of three persons.” 

Deut. 6, v. 4 ; “Hear, O Israel : The Lord our God is one Lord.” 

I John 5, v. 7 :  “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 

Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost : and these three are one.” 



  

Week leading to Christmas Two:  Dec. 28, 2020 - January 3, 2021 

Psalm  -  Psalm 89(Not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #53 / TLH 87  "Joy to the World" 

Daily Readings –  
28 Monday 

10:30 AM 

Isaiah 52:13-54:10 Matthew 2:13-23 

Holy Innocents   

Jer. 31:15-17, Rev 14:1-5, Matthew 2:13-18 

29 Tuesday Isaiah 55:1-13 Luke 1:1-25 

30 Wednesday Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21 Luke 1:26-38 

31 Thursday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 60:1-22 Luke 1:39-56 

Eve of the Name of Jesus 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 8:31-39, Matthew 1:18-21 

1 Friday 

No service 

Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80 

The Circumcision of Our Lord 

Gen 17:1-4, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21 

2 Saturday Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 

3 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

Second Sunday after Christmas   

Genesis 46:1-7, 1 Peter 4:12-19, Matthew 2:13-23 

 

#8 Our Persecutors Don’t Know Our Happiness and Joy 

Our wretched foes do not know such happiness and joy in Christ. 

And they are angry with us because we want to communicate this joy 

to them and offer it to them. They would give us death in exchange 

for life. O God, the almighty resurrection of Christ is surely too 

strong a bulwark for them to intimidate and frighten Him with the 

momentary power of their straw and paper tyranny! One of the 

principal foes is that bladder {Duke George of Saxony).  He 

challenges heaven with his big paunch. He has renounced the gospel. 

He also plans to devour Christ just as a wolf eats a gnat. He even 

imagines that he has already bitten more than just a little wound into 

His left spur, and he rants more than all the others. Certainly I have 

prayed for him with all my heart, and I felt very sorry for him 

because of his dreadful attacks. I hear however that his long-deserved 

judgment is making itself felt.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.63-64) 
 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Third Question  

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God 

in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 

water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, 

as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 

saying.” [Titus 3:5–8] 

 

Collect for Christmas Two 
O Lord God, heavenly Father, who allowed Your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ, to become a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sake and 

led Him safely home to His fatherland, mercifully grant that we poor 

sinners who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous world, may 

Before Study.  
ALMIGHTY God, our Heavenly Father, without Whose help 

labor is useless without Whose light search is vain: Invigorate 

my studies and direct my inquiries, that I may, by due 

diligence and right discernment, establish myself and others in 

Thy holy faith; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.29). 

Before Study 2  
O GOD, Who hast ordained that whatever is to be desired 

should be sought by labor, and Who, by Thy blessing, bringest 

honest labor to good effect: Look with mercy upon my studies 

and endeavors; grant me, O Lord, to design only what is 

lawful and right, and afford me calmness of mind, and 

steadiness of purpose, that I may so do Thy will in this short 

life, as to obtain happiness in the world to come; through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.29). 



  

finally come to our true home and  fatherland, to live in joy and 

glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eve of the Name/Circumcision of Our Lord 

#9 Pray for Your Persecutors To Be Delivered From Falsehood 

I ask you and yours to commend him to the Lord in your prayer 

(for it is our duty to be kindly and sincerely disposed to our 

adversaries, even though they resent our being so). Perhaps he may 

be snatched from the jaws of the dragon and be changed from a Saul 

into a Paul.  The perishing of such miserable people is not to our 

advantage. I would exhort you to write him such a letter, but, at the 

same time, I do not like to see that which is holy cast to the dogs, nor 

pearls to the swine [Matt. 7:6]. For he will not lend an ear to it nor 

give it a thought, so that I know of nothing else to do in his behalf 

than to pray for him. He is destroying many souls and storing up a 

great treasure for himself for the great day of wrath [Rom. 2:5]. 

However, I shall leave [the decision as to writing him] to your 

discretion. We will live even if they kill us and inflict every kind of 

woe upon us.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.64) 

 

Collect for the Eve of the Name of Jesus (December 31) 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, who sent Your only-begotten Son to 

be our Savior and so gave Him the name of Jesus, mercifully grant 

that we who worship His name on earth may joyfully behold Him in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Collect for the Circumcision of Our Lord (January 1) 

O Lord God, who for our sakes made Your blessed Son, our Savior, 

subject to the Law and caused Him to endure the circumcision of the 

flesh, grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit, that our hearts may 

be pure from all sinful desires and lusts; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  

Revelation 18:4-5, “And I heard another voice from heaven 

saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her 

sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have 

reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.” 

Art. II  Das nach Adams Fall alle menschen in Sünden 

gebohren.   

“That after Adam’s fall all people are born sinners.” 

Ps. 51, v. 7 ; “Purge me with Hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” 

Rom. 5, v. 12 ; “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 

world, and death by sin : and so death passed upon all men, 

for that all have sinned. 

 



  

The days leading to Epiphany of Our Lord:  January 4-6, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 72(LW, p. 332) 

Hymn – LW #72 "The Only Son from Heaven" 
Daily Readings –  

4 Monday Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

5 Tuesday Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

6 Wednesday       

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

Church undecorating, 6 PM 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – Divine Service 

(with burning of Christmas Tree following service) 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

#10 The Hardest Persecution is What Comes From our Friends 

Recently our faith was put to a still harder test. Satan, who 

always mingles with the children of God [Job 1:6], has made fine 

sport of us, mainly of me, in Wittenberg.  He has permitted our 

adversaries to indulge their hatred against us. He opened his mouth 

wide to vilify the gospel. All my foes, including all devils, no matter 

how viciously they (often) attacked me, have never hit me as hard as 

our own people did now. I must confess that the smoke sorely smarts 

my eyes and makes me heartsick. Here, the devil thought, “I will 

depress Luther’s courage and break his strong spirit. He will neither 

understand nor overcome what is done.”  (Luther’s Works, v.43, 

p.64-65) 

  

Collect for The Epiphany of Our Lord 

O God, who by the leading of a star made manifest Your only-begotten 

Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we, who know You now by 

faith, may after this life joyfully behold Your glorious Godhead; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.   

  

Before Study 3  
O THOU, Who enlightenest every man who cometh into the 

world: Enlighten our hearts with the brightness of Thy grace, 

that we may ponder and love those things that are acceptable 

to Thee; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.29-30). 

Revelation 14:6-7, “Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell 

on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with 

a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, 

the sea and springs of water.’” 



  

Week leading to the Baptism of Our Lord:  January 7-10, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 45 (LW, p. 327) 

- Psalm 84 (LW, p.335)  

Hymn – LW #72 "The Only Son from Heaven" 
Daily Readings –  

7 Thursday Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 
Optional Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 

Romans 1:1-17 

8 Friday Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 

9 Saturday Ezekiel 3:12-28 
Optional Ezekiel 4:1-11:25 

Romans 2:1-16 

10 Sunday       

 

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 
Optional Ezekiel 19:1-24:27 

Romans 2:17-29 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Kings 8:6-13, Romans 12:1-5, Luke 2:41-52 

The Baptism of Our Lord   

Joshua 3:1-3,7-8,13-17; 1Cor 1:26-31; Matthew 3:13-17 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

#11 We Surely Deserve Punishment for Our Sins 

Alas, I ask myself if this is not happening in punishment of some 

of my chief patrons and of me. Of my patrons, because, though they 

believe that Christ is risen, they still wander about in the Garden 

[looking] for him along with Magdalene, and he has not yet ascended 

to the Father for them [John 20:17]. Of me, because, as a concession 

to good friends, I was so subdued at Worms lest I appear stubborn, 

and so did not make a more explicit and a bolder confession before 

the tyrants, although since that time these unbelieving heathen have 

accused me of replying arrogantly. They judge as heathen (that is 

what they are), who have never sensed a bit of the spirit of faith. I 

have often regretted my humility and deference.  (Luther’s Works, 

v.43, p.65) 

 

Collect for Baptism of Our Lord 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose voice was heard at the baptism 

of Your only-begotten Son, declaring Him to be the one with whom 

You are well-pleased, pour down Your Holy Spirit upon Your 

faithful people that we may rejoice in this same sonship that we have 

received from You through our baptism into Christ; who lives and 

reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Fourth Question 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried 

with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 

new life.” [Rom. 6:4]  

Before Study 4  
LORD God, the Fountain of wisdom, Who by Thy Well-

Beloved Son hast taught us that every scribe instructed unto 

the Kingdom of Heaven should bring forth from his treasures 

things old and new: Vouchsafe unto me diligence and 

foresight; grant me the spirit of judgment that I may discern 

between good and evil; the spirit of understanding that I may 

fully know the purport of that which I read; the gift of 

memory that I may retain it and readiness with fluency, that I 

may use it in Thy service for the profit of souls committed to 

my teaching; through the Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 

Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 

1925, p.30). 

Left:  The Augsburg Confession                 Right: The everlasting Gospel 

 



  

 

Collect for Epiphany One 

O Lord, we implore You mercifully to receive the prayers of Your 

people who call upon You, and grant that they may both perceive and 

know what things they ought to do and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
  

Art. III  Das Christu Gott und Mensch anser Erlöser und 

Heÿland seÿ.   

“That Christ God is our Savior and Redeemer of men.” 

Jere. 23, v. 6 ;  “In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 

dwell safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called.  

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

1 Tim. 2, v. 5 ; “For there is one God, and one mediator between 

God and men, the man Christ Jesus;  

 

Art. IIII  Das wir ohne unser verdinst durch den glaubë 

Gerechfertiget werdë.   

“That without our merit, through faith we are justified.” 

Rom.  3, v. 24 ; Being justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Gal. 2, v. 16 ; Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 

the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have 

believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 

of Christ, and not by the works of the law : for by the works of 

the law shall no flesh be justified. 



  

Days leading to Epiphany Two:  January 11-17, 2021 

Psalm  -  Psalm 66(not in LW) or Psalm 145(not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #72 "The Only Son from Heaven" 
Daily Readings –  

11 Monday Ezekiel 33:1-20 Romans 3:1-18 

12 Tuesday       Ezekiel 34:1-24 Romans 3:19-31 

13 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 36:13-28 Romans 4:1-25 

Catechesis on John 2:1-11 

14 Thursday Ezekiel 36:33-37:14 Romans 5:1-21 

15 Friday Ezekiel 37:15-28 Romans 6:1-23 

16 Saturday Ezekiel 38:1-23 Romans 7:1-20 

17 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 39:1-10,17-29 Romans 7:21-8:17 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany   

Exodus 33:12-23, Ephesians 5:22-33, John 2:1-11 

 

#12 Our Faith Transcends both Good Deeds and Sins 

But be that as it may, whether we sinned or did right, we must for 

all of that be undaunted and unafraid. For just as we do not boast of 

our good deeds, neither do we despond in our sins. Bather do we 

thank God that our faith transcends both good deeds and sins. For the 

Father of all mercy has granted us faith, not in a wooden but in a 

living Christ, who is Lord over sin and over innocence, who can 

support and preserve us even if we fell into many thousands of sins 

every hour. Of this I have not the slightest doubt. And even if Satan 

would tempt us still more sorely and severely, he will not weary us, 

unless he succeeds in tearing Christ from the right hand of God. But 

so long as Christ remains enthroned there, we will also remain lords 

and masters over sin, death, devil, and everything. Nothing can undo 

that.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.65) 

 

Collect for Epiphany Two 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and 

earth, mercifully hear the supplications of Your people and grant us 

Your peace all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Catechism -  Confession, Question One & Two 

What is Confession? 

Confession has two parts.  First, that we confess our sins, and second, 

that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from 

God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are 

forgiven before God in heaven. 

What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not 

aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we 

should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

  

Before Preparing a Sermon.  
O GOD, the Holy Ghost, Who enlightenest the minds of Thy 

children: Send down upon me, I pray Thee, the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding to lead me into all truth, that I may 

so feed the flock committed to me with the words of eternal 

life, as with them to attain unto that place where Thou livest; 

Who with the Father livest and reignest, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.30). 



  

Week leading to Transfiguration:   January 18-24, 2021 

Psalm - Psalm 99 (not in LW) 

Hymn – LW #83 / TLH 132 "O God of God, O Light of Light"   

Daily Readings –  
18 Monday 

10:30 AM 

Ezekiel 40:1-4; 43:1-12 Romans 8:18-39 

Confession of St. Peter 

Ac 2:22-24, 32-33, 1 Pt 1:1-9, Mt 16:13-19 

19 Tuesday       Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 Romans 9:1-18 

St. Henry of Finland, Martyr 

20 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23 Romans 9:19-33 

Catechesis on Matthew 17:1-9 

21 Thursday Joel 1:1-20 Romans 10:1-21 

22 Friday Joel 2:1-17 Romans 11:1-24 

23 Saturday Joel 2:18-32 Romans 11:25-12:13 

24 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

 

Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

St. Timothy, Pastor and Confessor 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 5:1-4, John 21:15-17 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Peter 1:16-23, Matthew.17:1-9 

  
#13 Christ Brings Benefit and Growth from Persecution 

We know that he who raised Christ from the dead and placed him 

at his right hand is strong and faithful enough to be a Lord over all 

things, without a doubt also over sin, death, devil, and hell, to say 

nothing of the papistic swine’s bladders with their threatening, noisy 

snapping.9 They will not quell this boast in us. And as long as that 

remains our boast, we will gleefully scorn them and see whether they 

can gobble up this Christ as easily as they think and replace him with 

another about whom the Father knows nothing. Therefore I hope that 

Christ will not only rectify matters again for us—even if they should 

subsequently devise something worse—but let these redound to our 

benefit and growth, in accord with the abundant riches of his wisdom 

and goodness, especially if you too assist with your intercession and 

your trust.  (Luther’s Works, v.43, p.65-66) 

 

Catechism - Confession, Question Three 

Which are these? 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: 

Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? 

Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-

tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your 

words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or 

done any harm? 

 

  

Art. V  Das Gott durche wort und Sacramenta den Glaube in 

uns wircket.   

“That God says through the Word and Sacraments faith works 

in us.” 

Rom. 10, v. 17 ; So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God. 

Tit. 3. v. 5 ; Not by woks of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 

regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 



  

Collect for Transfiguration 
O God, who in the glorious transfiguration of Your only begotten 

Son confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the 

fathers and who, in the voice that came from the bright cloud, did in 

a wonderful manner foreshow the adoption of sons, mercifully make 

and keep us co-heirs with the King of His glory and bring us to the 

enjoyment of the same; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

Before Preparing a Sermon 2  
GIVE me, O Teacher, the lowliness and loftiness of mind 

becoming those who are thinking Thy thoughts after Thee. 

Amen. (Oremus, 1925, p.30). 


