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Difficult
Times
Usually I don’t
make a purchase, unless
I have the money saved
up. However, there are
times in which I borrow
money, and then later
pay off my debts.
When I have forgotten
about a debt and then it
comes to mind, it kind
of bothers me. I don’t
like to be in debt to
anyone. But then, we
have St. Paul who says,
“Let no debt remain
outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love
one another, for he who
loves his fellowman has
fulfilled the law”
(Romans 13:8).
Although I fool myself
into thinking that I have
fulfilled the law, the
truth is that the law is
never completed. Not
only am I a sinner, who
has failed in the past,
but as St. Paul reminds
us, even in the present,
the debt remains, and
the law is not
completed.
Furthermore, give
me a little time and that
present outstanding
obligation to love my
neighbor will soon
become a past sin.

The changes,
whether voluntary or
involuntary, caused by a
global pandemic have
created a frustrating
environment for
everyone. Some
complain that the
changes are too much
and uncalled for, while
others complain that the
changes aren’t being
followed. It doesn’t
really matter how you
view it; I haven’t heard
anyone who likes the
changes. Add to the
pandemic changes, the
politics of a national
election and the
uncertainty of civil
unrest and everything
has been raised to a
fevered pitch. Church,
school, family relations,
business, etc. have all
been affected. There is
not a corner of our
society that has not
changed.
Human beings can
sustain “emergency”

measures for a while,
but there comes a point
in which each person
needs a respite. Being
on high alert can be
stressful. Be on guard
that you don’t kick the
dog! What I mean is
that when someone is
going through difficult
times, it is quite
common for them to
lash out. The person
who is dealing with
difficult times at home
will yell at the checkout girl who has done
nothing wrong. As the
tide continue to rise or
at the very least the
water isn’t receding, it
is not uncommon for
our frustrations to be
taken out upon those
who are not responsible.
And thus, I return to
St. Paul’s admonition,
“Let no debt remain
outstanding, except the
Continued on Page 5
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The
Learning
Center
By Keely Gelso
ECLC Director
Well we are 4
months into Pandemic
care, and I have to say
we are doing
surprisingly well.
During this time, I have
sent one child home
with a 100.5 fever –
which normally would
not result in being sent
home but it is a new day
and a new dawn.
I have people ask
me all of the time….
how are things going
Mrs. G and I respond
honestly, pretty
wonderful. We have
children 2 and up
wearing a mask
everyday while they are
here! They are all so
wonderful about doing
so. Some of them love
coming in and picking
out a mask each day.
I am so proud of my
staff and how diligent
they are about keeping
each individual
classroom clean and
being so safe with the
children. Trinity is
beyond blessed with the
teachers we have here to
teach and nurture these
children every day.

Mrs. Anita set up a
wonderful day with
each classroom and they
made candy apples. It
was so much fun- I did
not realize how many
children had not had
them. It was really
funny to see them bite
into that first part of it
and see all those smiling
faces!
We will be having
our annual Halloween
Trunk or Treat on
Thursday, October 29th,
2020. If your child’s
costume has multiple
pieces you may bring
them in it or if it is easy,
we can put on them
before we head out. It
will be in the church
parking lot at 10:30 am.
Please have candy in
your trunk in a bowl or
some type of box that
would be great!
Decorating your car in a
theme is also very neat
for the kids as well!
We will be
celebrating our special
Polar Express in
December – I will send
out the info for sure date
once we have that
pinned down. One
thing you can get ahead
of time are some cool
Christmas PJ’s – Every
child wears them in the
school that day!
Please feel free to
contact me if you have
any questions or
concerns!
Mrs. G
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continuing debt to love
one another, for he who
loves his fellowman has
fulfilled the law”
(Romans 13:8). Our
heavenly Father has
graciously and mercifully
sent His Son to atone for
our sins. That same
heavenly Father has
patiently applied His
Word of Law and Gospel
to our lives so that we
have come to confess our
sins and trust in His Son.
As God’s believing
children, He has told us to
love our neighbor as
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ourselves. St. Paul goes
on to say, “Let us walk
properly, as in the day,
not in revelry and
drunkenness, not in
lewdness and lust, not in
strife and envy. But put
on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for
the flesh, to fulfill its
lusts” (Rom 13:13-14).
God does not want us
to live in strife. Do not
lash out at each other so
that we are divided, but
continue to fulfill the
outstanding debt to love
your neighbor. In 2
Corinthians 1:3-4, St. Paul
says, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all
comfort, who comforts us
in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to
comfort those who are in
any trouble, with the
comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted
by God.” In the midst of
this present
unpleasantness, comfort
each other with the
consolation of the Gospel

promises in Jesus Christ.
If you are comforted by
God’s Word, comfort
your neighbor so that we
may all get through this
difficult time.
This is definitely a
time of tribulation and
trouble. It has affected
the church’s mission of
preaching the Gospel and
administering the
sacraments which are
designed “to strengthen us
through the same in faith
toward you(God) and in
fervent love toward one
another” (as the PostCommunion collect puts
it). Make every effort to
receive God’s Word of
comfort, and loving your
neighbor comfort them
with the comfort you have
received. --MDH

