V. OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL.
—————
STATUS CONTROVERSIAE.
The Principal Question In This Controversy.
1] Whether the preaching of the Holy Gospel is properly not only a preaching of grace,
which announces the forgiveness of sins, but also a preaching of repentance and reproof,
rebuking unbelief, which, they say, is rebuked not in the Law, but alone through the Gospel.
AFFIRMATIVA.
Pure Doctrine of God’s Word.
2] 1. We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between the Law and the Gospel is to
be maintained in the Church with great diligence as an especially brilliant light, by which,
according to the admonition of St. Paul, the Word of God is rightly divided.
3] 2. We believe, teach, and confess that the Law is properly a divine doctrine, which
teaches what is right and pleasing to God, and reproves everything that is sin and contrary
to God’s will.
4] 3. For this reason, then, everything that reproves sin is, and belongs to, the preaching of
the Law.
5] 4. But the Gospel is properly such a doctrine as teaches what man who has not observed
the Law, and therefore is condemned by it, is to believe, namely, that Christ has expiated and
made satisfaction for all sins, and has obtained and acquired for him, without any merit of
his [no merit of the sinner intervening], forgiveness of sins, righteousness that avails before
God, and eternal life.
6] 5. But since the term Gospel is not used in one and the
Gospel
same sense in the Holy Scriptures, on account of which this
1. Wide Sense – The entire
dissension originally arose, we believe, teach, and confess that if
doctrine of Christ includes
by the term Gospel is understood the entire doctrine of Christ
both repentance and
which He proposed in His ministry, as also did His apostles (in
forgiveness
which sense it is employed, Mark 1, 15; Acts 20, 21), it is
2. Narrow Sense – not
correctly said and written that the Gospel is a preaching of
repentance, but only a
repentance and of the forgiveness of sins.
preaching of consolation.
7] 6. But if the Law and the Gospel, likewise also Moses
himself [as] a teacher of the Law and Christ as a preacher of the Gospel are contrasted with one
another, we believe, teach, and confess that the Gospel is not a preaching of repentance or
reproof, but properly nothing else than a preaching of consolation, and a joyful message
which does not reprove or terrify, but comforts consciences against the terrors of the Law, points
alone to the merit of Christ, and raises them up again by the lovely preaching of the grace and
favor of God, obtained through Christ’s merit.
8] 7. As to the revelation of sin, because the veil of Moses hangs before the eyes of all men
as long as they hear the bare preaching of the Law, and nothing concerning Christ, and therefore
do not learn from the Law to perceive their sins aright, but either become presumptuous
hypocrites [who swell with the opinion of their own righteousness] as the Pharisees, or despair
like Judas, Christ takes the Law into His hands, and explains it spiritually, Matt. 5, 21ff ; Rom. 7,
14. And thus the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all sinners [Rom. 1, 18], how
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great it is; by this means they are directed [sent back] to the Law, and then first learn from it to
know aright their sins—a knowledge which Moses never could have forced out of them.
9] Accordingly, although the preaching of the suffering and death of Christ, the Son of
God, is an earnest and terrible proclamation and declaration of God’s wrath, whereby men
are first led into the Law aright, after the veil of Moses has been removed from them, so that they
first know aright how great things God in His Law requires of us, none of which we can observe,
and therefore are to seek all our righteousness in Christ:
10] 8. Yet as long as all this (namely, Christ’s suffering and death) proclaims God’s wrath
and terrifies man, it is still not properly the preaching of the Gospel, but the preaching of Moses
and the Law, and therefore a foreign work of Christ, by which He arrives at His proper office,
that is, to preach grace, console, and quicken, which is properly the preaching of the Gospel.
NEGATIVA.
Contrary Doctrine which is Rejected.
11] Accordingly we reject and regard as incorrect and injurious the dogma that the Gospel is
properly a preaching of repentance or reproof, and not alone a preaching of grace; for thereby
the Gospel is again converted into a doctrine of the Law, the merit of Christ and Holy Scripture
are obscured, Christians robbed of true consolation, and the door is opened again to [the errors
and superstitions of] the Papacy.
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