
had planned on the 

study taking 9 months, 

the smiles of impossible 

laughter appeared.  As 

of this past Sunday, 

August 23, we are on 

class #47.  Seeing that 

we are approaching the 

one-year mark, I will 

concede that it was an 

unrealistic time fame.  

Nevertheless, we 

barreled forward and 

will soon to approach 

our study’s completion.    

For those who are 

interested, this course is 

still available on-line at 

trinity.org.  For classes 

one through twenty-

four, there are audio and 

pdf documents 

available.  Beginning 

with class twenty-five  
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and Learning Center 
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Herrin, IL, 62948 

Church Office 942-3401 

School 942-4750 

Book of 
Concord 

Study 

On September 5, 

2019, our Sunday 

morning Bible class 

began an in-depth study 

of the Book of Concord.  

Although our elders had 

studied this book 

before, this was the first 

time teaching such a 

course for the 

congregation.  Many 

members who didn’t 

have copies purchased 

them.  I published 

several daily reading 

guides.  And thus, we 

started a year-long 

journey. 

The first three 

documents in the Book 

of Concord are the 

Apostles, Nicene, and 

Athanasian Creeds.  The 

Augsburg Confession of 

1530 was the first 

reformation era 

document to proclaim 

so clearly the central 

doctrine of Christianity:  

Justification by God’s 

grace, received through 

faith, and merited by 

Jesus Christ, apart from 

man’s works.  Including 

the creeds there are ten 

documents altogether.  

The production of the 

epitome and solid 

declaration of the 

Formula of Concord 

was proposed to resolve 

any ongoing doctrinal 

controversies.  With this 

last writing included in 

the Book of Concord, 

the confessional 

standard of the Lutheran 

Church was completed 

in 1580.  The faith, 

teaching and confession 

of Lutheran pastors are 

judged to be truly 

Lutheran by their 

adherence to the 

doctrines therein.  

Laymen are expected to 

know the Small 

Catechism, one of the 

documents included in 

the Book of Concord. 

When I announced 

the study of a 630-page 

book consisting of such 

theological depth I was 

told that I was crazy.  

When I explained that I 
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Childcare in a 

Pandemic…..what does 

Trinity look like now?  

We have been open the 

last 9 weeks and as I 

type this, I have to say 

the children and staff 

are doing amazingly 

well.  Is Trinity the 

same before March 16th 

as when we left?  

Absolutely Not!  We 

had 5 classrooms going, 

with 82 children 

enrolled.  We were 

going to chapel every 

day, playing with our 

friends, and moving 

from place to place.  

Now all of the children 

remain in the same 

room they began in at 

the start of the day.  We 

currently have 22 

children enrolled with 3 

classrooms. We never 

mix with other children 

and teachers in order to 

keep the trace down.  I 

have taken things very 

seriously!  It is very 

important to do things 

according to the 

guidance and 

regulations of the CDC 

and the Department of 

Children and Family 

By Keely Gelso 

ECLC Director 

Services in order to 

operate a safe and 

healthy environment.  

Some of these things 

include keeping 

children spaced 6 feet 

apart while sleeping, 

wearing masks, frequent 

handwashing and an 

overall cleanliness of 

the building. 

Trinity was blessed 

to receive the Federal 

Childcare Restoration 

Grant, which will keep 

the school running 

efficiently.  It helps us 

focus on proper health 

and wellness and it also 

allows extra staff to 

assist with cleaning and 

the guidance that is 

needed in the 

classroom.  Quality 

childcare has been a big 

issue in the United 

States and due to the 

pandemic many 

facilities have never 

opened back up. It has 

put a spotlight on how 

unbelievably hard it is 

to find qualified staff, to 

cover operational 

expenditures and to 

provide the quality of 

care a child should 

receive.  I will say I 

have always felt a 

tremendous amount of 

support from the Board 

of Education and the 

Church. They are 

focused on providing a 

loving, safe 

environment for the 

staff and children.   

As the fall 

approaches, I am 

already planning 

learning/creative 

stations for the hallway 

for pre-k students, when 

we will be unable to 

spend as much outside 

time due to weather.  I 

have been meeting with 

staff and talking about 

how we can do some 

things differently.  This 

is a perfect time for the 

children to have a 

creative outlet, with so 

many options of 

imaginative play! 

 Pastor and I usually 

meet weekly for my 

religious training and to 

go over items for the 

Board of Ed.   Because 

of the current 

conditions, we are 

unable to go over to the 

church for chapel.  One 

option is for Pastor 

Henson to provide us a 

DVD for playing a 

daily Chapel in the 

classroom for the 

children.  I look 

forward to a return to 

normalcy, including the 

practices that Trinity is 

known for – which 

includes daily chapel! 

In September, I will 

send out a calendar of 

our teaching curriculum 

in which all of the 

classrooms will be on the 

same schedule!  All of 

our infants will turn into 

toddlers by the middle of 

October.   

Here is what I have 

learned during all of 

this….children will adapt 

and overcome!  It is us 

adults that need, often 

need, the encouragement 

and prompting.  I can say 

that every face I see in 

the morning is smiling 

and happy to be here at 

Trinity! 

Please feel free to call 

me or email if you should 

ever have any questions!  

My email is 

eclcdirector@trinityh.org 

or call 618-942-4750. 

XOXO  Mrs. G 

 

Ps, the only thing I 

am having a hard time 

finding is Lysol Wipes.   

If you ever see them in 

bulk or somewhere in 

store please call and let 

me know lol! 
 

The  

Learning 

Center 

mailto:eclcdirector@trinityh.org
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published on March 21, 

there is also a video 

available as well.   

So how has the study 

been received?  I have 

been completely 

overwhelmed by the 

positive responses from 

Trinity’s members.  

Furthermore, there have 

been several people 

outside the congregation, 

who are following along 

over the internet.  They, 

too, have reached out to 

let me know their 

enjoyment of the content 

of the Book of Concord.   

Several members have 

asked why they have 

never studied this before 

now, though they have 

been Lutherans for over 

50 years.  I don’t have a 

satisfying answer for 

them.  Despite having had 

doctrinal and systematic 

studies before, even I 

must admit that this is the 

first time that I have 

attempted an in-depth 

study of the Book of 

Concord itself since 

arriving at Trinity 29 

years ago.  One of the 

members suggested that 

by the time we finish this 

class, we should just go 

back to the beginning and 

start over.  Having heard 

this suggestion, several 

members have repeatedly 

rallied for its 

implementation.  I fear 

that I have lost control.  

Lutherans wanting solid 

Lutheran teaching.  Who 

would have thought?   

The rationale for this 

desire to continue to study 

the Book of Concord 

stems from the fact that 

we went through the 

material rather quickly.  I 

often went into lecture-

mode, in order to speed 

things up.  Unfamiliar 

topics are not well-learned 

by rapid presentation.  

Even more important, the 

clarity by which our 

Lutheran fathers speak on 

the central doctrine of 

justification and all its 

related articles is of great 

comfort.  These teachings 

bring believers great 

comfort as they explain 

God’s way of salvation 

and His gracious mercy in 

sending His Son to save 

us.  I do not plan on 

immediately starting this 

study over, but I will 

definitely return to it.   

I conclude with a 

quote from the preface to 

the Book of Concord, 

where it speaks of our 

desire for Christian unity 

based upon “the pure, 

infallible, and unalterable 

Word of God.”  First of 

all it states that we know 

that there are many 

people, who “go their way 

in the simplicity of their 

hearts, {and} do not 

understand the issues…”  

Therefore, by the 

production of this Book of 

Concord:  “It is 

furthermore to be hoped 

that when they are rightly 

instructed in this doctrine, 

they will, through the 

guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, turn to the 

infallible truth of the 

divine Word and unite 

with us and our churches 

and schools.”  
--MDH 

Eldona Bishop James 

Heiser came for his 

annual visitation on 

Monday, August 17.  We 

had a congregational 

meeting that evening. 

mailto:mdhauz@trinityh.org
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