
  
Pastor: Michael D. Henson(mdhauz@trinityh.org)   ECLC Director: Keely Gelso(eclcdirector@trinityh.org) 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
& Early Childhood Learning Center 

1000 North Park Avenue  Herrin, IL 62948   Church: (618) 942-3401   ECLC: (618) 942-4750 
  

June 5, 2020 
 

Beginning with this weekend of June 6/7, 2020, Trinity Lutheran Church has 
more opportunities to receive the Word and Sacrament.  

  
--For those who are remaining at home, there will still be videos and audios 

published of our Bible Classes and Divine Services. 
--For those who would like to attend church but desire a ten-person-or-less 

service, there will be an At-risk Divine Service at 7 PM on Saturday 
evenings.  In order to limit the attendance, those who desire to come will 
need to contact Pastor Henson to reserve a space. 

--This weekend I am glad to say that Sunday morning Bible study at 9 AM and 
Divine Service at 10:15 AM will return in as normal a fashion as is possible.  
Disinfectant will be available for pastor and people.  There will be plenty of 
space for those who would like to maintain social distancing, etc. as well as 
for those who aren’t concerned.  As usual, each service will offer individual 
cups for those who desire it.  The offering plate will be set out in the back, 
rather than passed down the aisles.  The middle communion rail is down to 
allow for those who desire a bit more space. 

 
My goal as a pastor is to offer the Word and Sacrament to the people 

entrusted to my care.  Although it seems that every area of life has become 
politicized, I will do my best to keep this polarization out of our congregation.  We 
are baptized into one common faith.  We have done well so far, and as we 
proceed to open things up, I see no reason that should change.  With the various 
options available, each person should be able to act in accordance with their 
understanding and within their acceptable level of risk, without feeling the need 
to compel the behavior of others. 
 
Pastor Henson 
 
  



 
Here is my current level of understanding.  I say “current” because I have read many 

contradictory recommendations, studies, explanations, etc.:   
 
1. Covid-19 is spread by respiratory droplets between people.  
2. The risk of transmission to humans who touch their mouth, nose, or possibly eyes after 

touching objects (touched by respiratory droplets) is low.  
 

First, in order for there to be a successful infection there must be an adequate exposure 
(about 1000 viral particles) to the virus over time.  Whether that time frame is 5 minutes or 50 
minutes depends on the level of exposure.  Both speaking, which exhales apx. 200 virus 
particles per minute, and general breathing, which exhales 20 virus particles per minute, would 
achieve the threshold of 1000 viral particles.  The general rule is that an infection is possible 
with a 10-minute face-to-face situation.  There are many other factors which we don’t know.  
For example, the amount of virus from an infected person changes over the course of the 
infection.1 

Second, outdoor activity is virtually risk-free as the infinite amount of space disperses 
respiratory droplets to practically nil.  Indoor activity increases the risk as the space for 
dispersion is enclosed.  Furthermore, the higher density of people and the closes proximity to 
others increases the possibility for the direct transmission of respiratory droplets between 
people.  Thus, church attendance and dinner at a restaurant have an increased risk of infection, 
while walking past someone in a store aisle does not.2  

Third, with every activity you must consider the risk, as well as the consequences and the 
importance of each activity.  You can calculate the risks of riding in an automobile, with the 
possible consequences (death, injury, etc.) and the benefit you receive by driving to a particular 
place.  The risks associated with Covid-19 is not the same for each person.  Age and health play 
a big role.  The consequences also vary from no change to death.  The activity of receiving the 
Word of God and the Sacrament is always a desirable and valuable benefit for believers.  
Nevertheless, I trust that each of you will make that decision based on your personal situation.   

Fourth, it is quite possible that one of those in attendance at our Divine Service and/or Bible 
study opportunities will become infected and test positive for the virus.  Here is the plan to 
minimize that possibility and what we will do should that happen. 

1. If you are sick or have symptoms, stay home and do not attend.   
2. If you suspect you have Covid-19 symptoms, get checked. 
3. If you test positive for Covid-19,  

a. Do not return to church for 14 days.  
b. Contact Pastor Henson so that we can notify those who were in attendance the last 

time you were here. 
4. If Pastor Henson tests positive for Covid-19, we will cancel services/studies for the next 

14 days. 
 
Pastor Michael Henson 

 
1 This article explains the formula, “Successful infection = exposure to Virus x Time” on Page 3 of  

https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them. 
2 Although any indoor enclosed space activity of over 5 minutes is of a greater risk, there is not a 

consensus concerning the level of risk involved in church attendance and/or singing, etc.  The 
question is whether singing “aerosolizes respiratory droplets” beyond 6 feet and whether the virus 
can be spread in that way. Also see, https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/5-
june/comment/opinion/it-is-time-to-sing-again. 
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