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A New
Covenant
Hebrews 8:13, “In that
He says, ‘A new
covenant,’ He has made
the first obsolete. Now
what is becoming
obsolete and growing
old is ready to vanish
away.”
God declared
through the Prophet
Jeremiah (31:31-34)
that there would be a
new covenant. Our
Lord Jesus Christ was in
the final steps of
bringing that covenant
to its fulfillment when
he said, “This cup is the
new covenant in My
blood, which is shed for
you” (Luke 22:20).
Through the shedding
of Jesus Christ’s blood
in His work of
atonement, the new
covenant is completed.
By means of the
promise of the Gospel
we are offered
forgiveness of sins
through faith in Jesus
Christ. We live in the
new Testament era in
which Christ has
fulfilled all of the old
Testament prophesies.
There is only one event
that is left to take
place—the Second

Coming of Christ on the
Last Day. The church
and the teachings of
Jesus Christ built on the
foundation of the
apostles and prophets
will remain
unchangeable until the
Last Day. Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday,
today and forever.
Things have not
always been this settled.
St. Paul explains in
Hebrews 8:13 that
Jeremiah’s
announcement of a new
covenant, by definition,
makes the first covenant
obsolete—that is
outdated or old! When
Jesus Christ fulfilled the
Old Testament
promises, many “old”
things passed away.
--The Old Testament
sacrificial system,

including the
temple, priesthood,
and animal
sacrifices were no
longer needed.
Hebrews 7:22-27,
“…Jesus has
become a surety of a
better covenant….
But He, because He
continues forever,
has an unchangeable
priesthood.
Therefore He is also
able to save to the
uttermost those who
come to God
through Him, since
He always lives to
make intercession
for them. For such a
High Priest was
fitting for us, who is
holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate
Continued on Page 3
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The
Learning
Center
By Keely Gelso
ECLC Director
Happy New Year
Trinity Families,
We are so blessed to
have all of you here at
Trinity with us!
Another wonderful year
we have had with your
children. Filled with
fun events, Pastor
teaching us daily about
Jesus, summer field
trips and our teachers
working on educational
projects with us daily!
Please make sure
your child has a coat,
hat and gloves. The
children will go outside
every day, 25 degrees
and up! It is very
important for children
to get fresh air and
movement during this
time of the year.
Remember, children
never become ill from
being outdoors.
As always, we are
ever so grateful for the
church members of
Trinity Lutheran for
helping us out! A
special thank you goes
to Lee & Lynnette
Dunaway, Pastor &
Karin Henson, David
Henson, Patty Kenner,

Marc Melvin, Kim
Miller, Stephen Phillips,
Butch Schroeder, Tony
Stretch, Victor &
Marsha Turner, Tom &
Sally Weber. From
fixing items on the
playground, to hanging
pictures, painting,
flowers, computer work,
beautiful displayed
windows and just in
general the support we
get from the church is
amazing. I have always
said, we are lucky, I am
lucky and for that we
are truly blessed!
I will be completing
tax documentation for
those of you that will
need a letter of expenses
for 2019. Please contact
me after January 6th at
eclcdirector@trinityh.or
g to request a letter.

Happy Birthday!
January 2020
1/18 Owen B is 2!
1/22 Isla P is 4!
February 2020
2/1 Rye R is 4!
2/6 Amaya B is 3!
2/13 Hayden N is 5!
2/20 Betty s 5!
2/23 Mila G is 2!
--Mrs. G
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A New Covenant
Continued from Page 1
from sinners, and has
become higher than
the heavens; who does
not need daily, as
those high priests, to
offer up sacrifices,
first for His own sins
and then for the
people’s, for this He
did once for all when
He offered up
Himself.”
--By His rest in the tomb,
our Savior fulfilled
the Sabbath rest.
Old Testament
ceremonial regulations
were only temporary.
Colossians 2:16-17,
“So let no one judge
you in food or in
drink, or regarding a
festival or a new moon
or sabbaths, which are
a shadow of things to
come, but the
substance is of
Christ.”
--In the Old Testament
our God had tied His
presence to physical
places, outward rites,
and especially to one
particular nation—
Israel! With the New
Testament, our Lord
promises to be present
in His church through
Word and Sacrament
(Mt 28:19-21). The
worship he accepts is
spiritual or received
by faith. Jesus says,
“Woman, believe Me,
the hour is coming
when you will neither

on this mountain, nor
in Jerusalem, worship
the Father. You
worship what you do
not know; we know
what we worship, for
salvation is of the
Jews. But the hour is
coming, and now is,
when the true
worshipers will
worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for the
Father is seeking such
to worship Him. “God
is Spirit, and those
who worship Him
must worship in
spirit and truth”
(John 4:21-24).
We now live “in these
last days.” According to
Hebrews 1:1-3, the
revelation is complete.
Jesus has come and
inaugurated a new
kingdom, a new age. Our
risen Savior is present in
His Church. The Holy
Spirit through the
Apostles have given us
the blessings of the New
Testament. The
forgiveness of sins has
been secured by the work
of Jesus. New Testament
believers have been given
a new heart so that they
desire to love God. In
these last days, we have
“all things that pertain to
life and godliness” (2
Peter 1:3).
Hebrews 1:1-3, “God,
who at various times and
in various ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these
last days spoken to us by
His Son, whom He has

appointed heir of all
things, through whom
also He made the worlds;
who being the brightness
of His glory and the
express image of His
person, and upholding all
things by the word of His
power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins,
sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high.”
Believers need not
anticipate another
revelation or another
development in God’s
plan for mankind.
Believers need not expect
that at some point or
another there will be
something new, which
will supersede what you
have learned in the New
Testament. At no point
will there be another
Savior, another testament,
or another way of
salvation (Galatians 1:8).
New Testament believers
are not lacking in any
way. Revelation 21:5-7,
“Then He who sat on the
throne said, ‘Behold, I
make all things new.’
And He said to me,
‘Write, for these words

are true and faithful.’
And He said to me, ‘It is
done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I
will give of the fountain
of the water of life freely
to him who thirsts. He
who overcomes shall
inherit all things, and I
will be his God and he
shall be My son.’”
As a new year begins,
leave behind that which
is obsolete and passing
away. Take off the old
man and put on the new
man. Leave behind sinful
desires and forgiven
failures. Live life in the
new covenant of Christ’s
forgiveness. You have
all the things which you
need to be God’s child
and lead a life of love
towards your neighbor.
Attend divine service and
receive Jesus, who speaks
to us in these last days.
Live a life of
thankfulness for the
blessings of a new
covenant. John 19:28,
“all things … now
accomplished.”
--MDH
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