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In June of 2019, our congregation took a road trip to 

St. Louis.  This year’s pictures are from a tour of 

Historic Trinity Evangelical Lutheran in the Soulard 

Market area of St. Louis.   

The first records of this congregation date to 1839 

establishing it as the oldest Lutheran congregation west 

of the Mississippi.  O.H. Walther was installed as her 

first pastor on June 9, 1839.  The present structure is 

third church building and dates to 1864.  There was a 

building restoration in 1980, but the pulpit, baptismal 

font, etc. still date from 1842.  C.F.W. Walther was the 

congregation’s second pastor. 
 

http://www.trinityh.org/


  

 

Our Family Daily Prayers – 2019/2020 

Follow the order for Daily Devotions in Lutheran Worship, p.293. 

 

Week leading to Advent One:   November 25-December 1, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 24 (LW, p.321) 

Hymn – LW #13 "Savior of the Nations Come” 

Daily Readings –  
25 Monday Daniel 5:1-30 

Optional: Dan 7:1-8:27 

Rev 21:9-27 

26 Tuesday       Dan 6:1-28 

Optional: Dan 9:1-27 

Rev 22:1-27 

27 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Isaiah 1:1-28 1 Peter 1:1-12 

Catechesis on Matthew 21:1-9 

28 Thursday 

9:00 AM 

Isaiah 2:1-22 1 Pet 1:13-25 

Matins on Day of National Thanksgiving 

Isa 61:10-11, 1 Tim 2:1-18, Lk 17:11-19 

29 Friday Isaiah 5:1-25 1 Peter 2:1-12 

30 Saturday 

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 6:1-7:9 1 Peter 2:13-25 

Church decorating for Advent, 6:00 PM 

Vespers on St. Andrew, Apostle  

Deut 30:11-14, Romans 10:8-18, Matt 4:18-22 

1 Sunday  

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 7:10—8:8 1 Pet 3:1-22 

Advent One 

Jeremiah 23:5-8, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 21:1-9  

 

#1 A Communion of Saints 

Well then, setting aside various writings and analyses of the word 

“church,” we shall this time confine ourselves simply to the 

Children’s Creed, which says, “I believe in one holy Christian 

church, the communion of saints.” Here the creed clearly indicates 

what the church is, namely, a communion of saints, that is, a crowd 

assembly of people who are Christians and holy, which is called a 

Christian holy assembly, or church….  Now there are many peoples 

in the world; the Christians, however, are a people with a special 

call and are therefore called not just ecclesia, “church,” or 

“people,” but sancta catholica Christiana, that is, “a Christian 

holy people” who believe in Christ. That is why they are called a 

Christian people and have the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies them daily, 

not only through the forgiveness of sin acquired for them by Christ (as 

the Antinomians foolishly believe), but also through the abolition,  

Catechism - Confession, Question Three 

Which are these? 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are 

you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have 

you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-

tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your 

words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or 

done any harm? 

 

Collect for Transfiguration 
O God, who in the glorious transfiguration of Your only begotten Son 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the fathers and 

who, in the voice that came from the bright cloud, did in a wonderful 

manner foreshow the adoption of sons, mercifully make and keep us 

co-heirs with the King of His glory and bring us to the enjoyment of 

the same; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.  

 

  

For The Church, For the Parish Church 7 

O GOD, Who dost call all men to Thee, and Who dost 

graciously receive all them that come: Vouchsafe Thy pardon 

to all those who here confess their sins; bestow the comfort of 

Thy Spirit on those who humbly and faithfully bring Thee their 

needs and sorrows; accept the praise and worship that are 

offered here; and grant that many may find Thee in this place, 

and finding Thee, be filled in soul and body with all things 

needful; and finally with all Thine own, be united in that 

communion with Thee which is eternal in the heavens, where 

Thou livest and reignest ever One God, world without end. 

Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.71). 
 



  

the purging, and the mortification of sins, on the basis of which they 

are called a holy people. Thus the “holy Christian church” is 

synonymous with a Christian and holy people or, as one is also wont to 

express it, with “holy Christendom,” or “whole Christendom.” The Old 

Testament uses the term “God’s people. (Luther’s Works, v.41, p.143-144) 

 

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The 

Fifth Petition 

And forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. 

What does this mean?  

We pray in this petition that our Father 

in heaven would not look at our sins, or 

deny our prayer because of them. We 

are neither worthy of the things for 

which we pray, nor have we deserved 

them, but we ask that He would give 

them all to us by grace, for we daily sin 

much and surely deserve nothing but 

punishment. So we too will sincerely 

forgive and gladly do good to those who 

sin against us. 

 

Collect for Advent One (Ad Te Levavi) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to rescue us from the 

threatening perils of our sins, and save us by Your promised 

deliverance; for You now live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

For The Church, General Prayer 1 

VISIT, O Lord, this Vine, which Thou hast brought out of the Egypt 

of troubles with Thy strong right hand; that quickened by the light of 

Thy countenance, it may be glad with the plenteousness of good 

fruits in Thee; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen.  (Oremus: Collects, Devotions, Litanies From 

Ancient and Modern Sources, Edited by Paul Zeller Strodach, 

Augsburg Publishing House, 1925). 
 

The hand-carved wooden altar of Historic Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran dates from 1896. 
 



  

Week leading to Advent Two:  December 2-8, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 50 (LW, p.328-329)  

Hymn – LW #13 "Savior of the Nations Come” 

Daily Readings –  
2 Monday Is 8:9—9:7 1 Pet 4:1-19 

3 Tuesday Is 9:8-10:11 1 Pet 5:1-14 

4 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Is 10:12-27a, 33-34 2Pet 1:1-21 

Catechesis on Luke 21:25-36 

5 Thursday Is 11:1—12:6 2 Pet 2:1-22 

6 Friday Is 14:1-23 2 Pet 3:1-18 

7 Saturday Is 24:1-13 1 John 1:1—2:14 

8 Sunday       

 

10:15 AM 

Is 24:14 – 25:1-12  

Optional Obadiah 1-21 

1 John 2:15-29 

Advent Two   

Malachi 4:1-6; Romans 15:4-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 

#2 The Church is a Holy Christian People 

But since we use this meaningless word “church” {ecclesia}  in 

the Children’s Creed, the common man thinks of the stone house 

called a church, as painted by the artists; or, at best, they paint the 

apostles, disciples, and the mother of God, as on Pentecost, with the 

Holy Spirit hovering over them. This is still bearable; but they are the 

holy Christian people of a specific time, in this case, the beginning. 

Ecclesia, however, should mean the holy Christian people, not 

only of the days of the apostles, who are long since dead, but to 

the end of the world, so that there is always a holy Christian 

people on earth, in whom Christ lives, works, and rules, per 

redemptionem, “through grace and the remission of sin,” and the 

Holy Spirit, per vivificationem et sanctificationem, “through daily 

purging of sin and renewal of life,” so that we do not remain in 

sin but are enabled and obliged to lead a new life, abounding in 

all kinds of good works, as the Ten Commandments or the two 

tables of Moses’ law command, and not in old, evil works. That is 

St. Paul’s teaching. But the pope, with his followers, has applied both 

the name and the image of the church to himself and to his vile, 

accursed mob, under the meaningless word ecclesia, “church,” etc. 

(Luther’s Works, v.41, p.144-145) 
 

in the poor men mentioned in Mark I [:23–26] and 9 [:17–29]. No, he 

must depart with raving and rampaging as is evidenced by Emser, Eck, 

Snot-nose, Schmid, Wetzel, Bumpkin, Boor, Churl, Brute, Sow, Ass, 

and the rest of his screamers and scribes. They all are the devil’s 

mouths and members, through whom he raves and rampages. But it 

does them no good. He must take his leave; he is unable to endure the 

power of the word. They themselves confess that it is God’s word and 

Holy Scripture, claiming, however, that one fares better with the 

fathers and the councils. Let them go their way. It is enough for us to 

know how this chief holy 

possession purges, sustains, 

nourishes, strengthens, and 

protects the church, as St. 

Augustine also says, “The 

church is begotten, cared for, 

nourished, and strengthened by 

the word of God.” But those 

who persecute and condemn it 

identify themselves by their 

own fruits. (Luther’s Works, 

v.41, p.150-

151)     

For The Church, For the Parish Church 6 

ALMIGHTY God, Everlasting Father, Who dost refresh us as 

we have need, and dost strengthen our faith with heavenly 

food, so that we go from strength to strength: Vouch- safe to all 

who receive at this altar the holy sacrament of the body and 

brood of Thy dear Son, to approach this holy mystery with pure 

hearts, believing desire and devout thanksgiving, that, 

comforted with Thy eternal love and goodness, they may be 

nourished and strengthened in faith, live in love and to the 

praise of Thy holy name and finally attain to Thy presence in 

eternity. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest 

and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.70-71). 
 

The sheaf of wheat is a symbol of the unleavened 

wheat bread used in the Lord’s Supper. 



  

Week leading to Transfiguration:   January 27-February 2, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 99 (not in LW) 

Hymn – LW #77 "The People That in Darkness Sat" 
 
Daily Readings –  

27 Monday Zechariah 4:1-5:11 Romans 15:14-33 

28 Tuesday       Zechariah 6:1-7:14 Romans 16:17-27 

29 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Zechariah 8:1-23 2 Timothy 1:1-18 

Catechesis on Matthew 17:1-9 

30 Thursday 

10:30 AM 

Zechariah 9:1-17 2 Timothy 2:1-26 

Confession of St. Peter 

Ac 2:22-24, 32-33, 1 Pt 1:1-9, Mt 16:13-19 

31 Friday Zechariah 10:1-11:3 2 Timothy 3:1-18 

1 Saturday Zechariah 11:4-17 2 Timothy 4:1-18 

2 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

 

Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-2:6 

Matins on The Presentation of Our Lord 

Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2:22-32 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Peter 1:16-23, Matthew.17:1-9 

  
#16 Where the Word of God is Believed, Profession and Lived is 

the True Church 

Now, wherever you hear or see this word preached, believed, 

professed, and lived, do not doubt that the true ecclesia sancta 

catholica, “a Christian holy people” must be there, even though 

their number is very small. For God’s word “shall not return 

empty,” Isaiah 55 [:11], but must have at least a fourth or a fraction 

of the field. And even if there were no other sign than this alone, it 

would still suffice to prove that a Christian, holy people must exist 

there, for God’s word cannot be without God’s people, and 

conversely, God’s people cannot be without God’s word. Otherwise, 

who would preach or hear it preached, if there were no people of 

God? And what could or would God’s people believe, if there were 

no word of God? 

This is the thing that performs all miracles, effects, sustains, carries 

out, and does everything, exorcises all devils, like pilgrimage-devils, 

indulgence-devils, bull-devils, brotherhood-devils, saint-devils, 

mass-devils, purgatory-devils, monastery-devils, priest-devils, mob-

devils, insurrection-devils, heresy-devils, all pope-devils, also 

Antinomian-devils, but not without raving and rampaging, as is seen 

Catechism - The Lord’s Prayer, The Sixth Petition 

And lead us not 

into temptation. 

What does this 

mean?  

God tempts no one. 

We pray in this 

petition that God 

would guard and 

keep us so that the 

devil, the world, 

and our sinful 

nature may not 

deceive us or 

mislead us into 

false belief, 

despair, and other 

great shame and 

vice. Although we 

are attacked by 

these things, we 

pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.  

 
Collect for Advent Two (Populus Zion) 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, so that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 

with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   Amen.   

For The Church, General Prayer 2 

ALMIGHTY God, Who hast sent Thine Only-Begotten Son, and hast 

revealed Him as Creator of all things, look upon this Vine, which 

Thy right hand hath planted, prune away the thorns from it, bring 

forth its branches in might, and give them the fruit of truth; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.67). 
 

The baptismal font was made of wood in 1864.  

It stands in the middle of the narthex, so that 

all who enter the church pass by it.   



  

Week leading to Advent Three:  December 9-15, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 85 (not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #13 "Savior of the Nations Come” 

Daily Readings –  
9 Monday Is 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

10 Tuesday Is 26:20—27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

11 Wednesday 

 

 6:30 PM 

Is 28:14—29 1 John 5:1—21 

2 John l-13; 3 John 1-15 

Catechesis on Matthew 11:2-11 

12 Thursday Is 29:1—14 Jude 1—25 

13 Friday Is 29: 15—30: 14 Rev 1:1—19 

14 Saturday Is 30:15—26 Rev 2:1—29 

15 Sunday    

10:15 AM  

 

Is 30:27—31:9 Rev 3:1—22 

Advent Three 

Isaiah 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 11:2-11 

 

#3 Christian Holiness Consists of Faith in Christ (Justification) 

For Christian holiness, or the holiness common to 

Christendom, is found where the Holy Spirit gives people faith in 

Christ and thus sanctifies them, Acts 15 [:9], that is, he renews 

heart, soul, body, work, and conduct, inscribing the commandments 

of God not on tables of stone, but in hearts of flesh, II Corinthians 3 

[:3]. Or, if I may speak plainly, he imparts true knowledge of God, 

according to the first table, so that those whom he enlightens with 

true faith can resist all heresies, overcome all false ideas and errors, 

and thus remain pure in faith in opposition to the devil. He also 

bestows strength, and comforts timid, despondent, weak consciences 

against the accusation and turmoil of sin, so that the souls do not 

succumb or despair, and also do not become terrified of torment, 

pain, death, and the wrath and judgment of God, but rather, 

comforted and strengthened in hope, they cheerfully, boldly, and 

joyfully overcome the devil. He also imparts true fear and love of 

God, so that we do not despise God and become irritated and angry 

with his wondrous judgments, but love, praise, thank, and honor him 

for all that occurs, good or evil. That is called new holy life in the 

soul, in accordance with the first table of Moses. It is also called 

tres virtutes theologicas, “the three principal virtues of Christians,” 

namely, faith, hope, and love; and the Holy Spirit, who imparts, does, 

and effects this (gained for us by Christ) is therefore called  

Catechism -  Confession, Question One & Two 

What is Confession? 

Confession has two parts.  First, that we confess our sins, and second, 

that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from 

God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are 

forgiven before God in heaven. 

What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not 

aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we 

should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 
 

Collect for Epiphany Three  

Almighty and everlasting 

God, mercifully look upon 

our infirmities and in all 

our dangers and necessities 

stretch forth the right hand 

of Your majesty to help 

and defend us; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns 

with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   Amen.  

  

For The Church, For the Parish Church 5 
MOST Merciful Father, Who in Thy dear Son hast given us the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life, and through Him dost call all men to give 

Thee heart and soul and strength and life: Vouchsafe to all who, here 

before this altar, confess the Lord Jesus before men, the blessing of 

Thy Holy Spirit, that in Thy Church they may be living stones, elect 

and precious; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.70). 
 

The Sickle Rake and Sheaf window refers to 

Mt 13:24ff where the believers are gathered 

like wheat and brought into God’s barn. 



  

Days leading to Epiphany Three:  January 20-26, 2020 

Psalm  -  Psalm 121(LW, p. 357) 

Hymn – LW #77 "The People That in Darkness Sat" 
Daily Readings –  

20 Monday Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23 Romans 9:19-33 

21 Tuesday       Joel 1:1-20 Romans 10:1-21 

22 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Joel 2:1-17 Romans 11:1-24 

Catechesis on Matthew 8:1-13 

23 Thursday Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

24 Friday 

10:30 AM 

Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

St. Timothy, Pastor and Confessor 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 5:1-4, John 21:15-17 

25 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Zechariah 1:1-21 Romans 14:1-23 

Vespers on The Conversion of St. Paul 

Jeremiah 1:4-10, Acts 9:1-22, Mt 19:27-30 

26 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

 

Zechariah 2:1-3:10 Romans 15:1-13 

Matins on St. Titus, Pastor and Confessor 

Acts 20:17-35, Ephesians 3:14-21, Matthew 24:42-47 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany   

2 Kings 5:1-15a, Romans 1:8-17, Matthew 8:1-13 

 

#15 The Word of God is the True Holy Ointment 

Yet this holy possession is the true holy possession, the true 

ointment that anoints unto life eternal, even though you cannot have 

a papal crown or a bishop’s hat, but must die bare and naked, just 

like children (in fact, all of us), who are baptized naked and without 

any adornment. But we are speaking of the external word, 

preached orally by men like you and me, for this is what Christ 

left behind as an external sign, by which his church, or his 

Christian people in the world, should be recognized. We also 

speak of this external word as it is sincerely believed and openly 

professed before the world, as Christ says, “Everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father and his angels” [Matt. 10:32]. There are many who know it in 

their hearts, but will not profess it openly. Many possess it, but do 

not believe in it or act by it, for the number of those who believe in 

and act by it is small—as the parable of the seed in Matthew 13 [:4–

8] says that three sections of the field receive and contain the seed, 

but only the fourth section, the fine and good soil, bears fruit with 

patience. (Luther’s Works, v.41, p.149-150) 

“sanctifier” or “life-giver.” For the old Adam is dead and cannot do it, 

and in addition has to learn from the law that he is unable to do it and 

that he is dead; he would not know this of himself. (Luther’s Works, 

v.41, p.145-146) 

 

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, 

The Seventh Petition 

But deliver us from evil.  What 

does this mean?  

We pray in this petition, in 

summary, that our Father in 

heaven would rescue us from 

every evil of body and soul, 

possessions and reputation, and 

finally, when our last hour 

comes, give us a blessed end, 

and graciously take us from 

this valley of sorrow to 

Himself in heaven. 

 

Collect for Advent Three 

(Gaudete) 
Lord, we implore You, give 

ear to our prayers and lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for 

You now live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

For The Church, General Prayer 3 

O GOD, Whose throne endureth forever: Grant that Thy 

Church may be enriched by the excellent beauty of all virtues; 

while, nevertheless, she is far more glorious, through the 

indwelling of Thy ever-present Spirit; Who livest and reignest 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 

without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.67). 
 

John the Baptist brings a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 



  

Week leading to Advent Four:  December 16-22, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 19 (LW, p.318-319)  

Hymn – LW #13 "Savior of the Nations Come” 

Daily Readings –  
16 Monday      Is 32: 1—20 Rev 4: 1—11 

17 Tuesday  O Wisdom Is 33:1—24 Rev 5:1—14 

18 Wednesday  

O Adonai and Ruler 

7:00 AM  

 

6:30 PM 

Is 34:1-2, 8—35: 10  

Optional  Micah 1:1—7:20 

Rev 6:1-17 

Matins on Ember Wednesday in Advent  
Isaiah 2:2-5, Isaiah 7:10-15, Luke 1:26-38 

Catechesis on John 1:19-28 

19 Thu O Root of Jesse 

7:00 PM 

Is 40:1—17 Rev 7:1—17 

Children’s Christmas Program 

20 Fri   O Key of David 

7:00 AM  

 

Is 40:18—41:10 Rev 8:1—13 

Matins on Ember Friday in Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-5, Luke 1:39-47 

21 Sat      O Dayspring 

 

No service 

 

7:00 PM 

Is 42:1—25 Rev 9:1—12 

Ember Saturday in Advent 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Luke 3:1-6 

Vespers on St. Thomas, Apostle 

Habakkuk 2:1-4, Ephesians 1:3-6, John 19:24-31 

22 Sunday     

O King of Nations 
10:15 AM  

 

Is 43: 1-24 Rev 9:13-10:11 

Advent Four   

Deuteron. 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; John 1:19-28 

 

#4 Christian Holiness by Faith also Gives A New Life to the Body 

(Sanctification) 

In accordance with the second table, He also sanctifies the 

Christians in the body and induces them willingly to obey parents 

and rulers, to conduct themselves peacefully and humbly, to be not 

wrathful, vindictive, or malicious, but patient, friendly, obliging, 

brotherly, and loving, not unchaste, not adulterous or lewd, but 

chaste and pure with wife, child, and servants, or without wife and 

child. And on and on: they do not steal, are not usurious, avaricious, 

do not defraud, etc., but work honorably, support themselves 

honestly, lend willingly, and give and help wherever they can. Thus 

they do not lie, deceive, and backbite, but are kind, truthful, faithful, 

and trustworthy, and do whatever else the commandments of God 

prescribe. That is the work of the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies and also 

awakens the body to such a new life until it is perfected in the life  

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Fourth Question 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” [Rom. 6:4]  

 

Collect for Epiphany Two 

Almighty and everlasting 

God, who governs all things 

in heaven and earth, 

mercifully hear the 

supplications of Your 

people and grant us Your 

peace all the days of our 

life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

  

For The Church, For the Parish Church 4 

MOST Merciful Father, Who hast revealed Thy love in Jesus 

Christ, Thy dear Son, and through Thy Holy Word dost 

announce the precious message of salvation in Him: Vouchsafe 

Thy love to all who hear Thy Word read and preached in this 

place, that, called to Thy service, they may hold fast the truth, 

and faithfully bear, unto the end, the yoke of Jesus Christ, Thy 

dear Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 (Oremus, 1925, p.70). 
 

The Alpha and the Omega 

are from Revelation. 



  

Days leading to Epiphany Two:  January 13-19, 2020 

Psalm  -  Psalm 66(not in LW) or Psalm 145(not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #77 "The People That in Darkness Sat" 
Daily Readings –  

13 Monday Ezekiel 36:13-28 Romans 4:1-25 

14 Tuesday       Ezekiel 36:33-37:14 Romans 5:1-21 

15 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 37:15-28 Romans 6:1-23 

Catechesis on John 2:1-11 

16 Thursday Ezekiel 38:1-23 Romans 7:1-20 

17 Friday Ezekiel 39:1-10,17-29 Romans 7:21-8:17 

18 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Ezekiel 40:1-4; 43:1-12 Romans 8:18-39 

Vespers on Confession of St. Peter 

Ac 2:22-24, 32-33, 1 Pt 1:1-9, Mt 16:13-19 

19 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 Romans 9:1-18 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany   

Exodus 33:12-23, Ephesians 5:22-33, John 2:1-11 

 

#14 First, the Church Has Possession of The Holy Word of God  

First, the holy Christian people are recognized by their 

possession of the holy word of God. To be sure, not all have it in 

equal measure, as St. Paul says [I Cor. 3:12–14]. Some possess the 

word in its complete purity, others do not. Those who have the pure 

word are called those who “build on the foundation with gold, silver, 

and precious stones”; those who do not have it in its purity are the 

ones who “build on the foundation with wood, hay, and straw,” and 

yet will be saved through fire. More than enough was said about this 

above. This is the principal item, and the holiest of holy possessions, 

by reason of which the Christian people are called holy; for God’s 

word is holy and sanctifies everything it touches; it is indeed the very 

holiness of God, Romans 1 [:16], “It is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who has faith,” and I Timothy 4 [:5], 

“Everything is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.” For the 

Holy Spirit himself administers it and anoints or sanctifies the 

Christian church with it rather than with the pope’s chrism, with 

which he anoints or consecrates fingers, garb, cloaks, chalices, and 

stones. These objects will never teach one to love God, to believe, to 

praise, to be pious. They may adorn the bag of maggots, but 

afterward they fall apart and decay with the chrism and whatever 

holiness it contains, and with the bag of maggots itself. (Luther’s 

Works, v.41, p.148-149) 

beyond. That is what is called “Christian holiness.” And there must 

always be such people on earth, even though it may be but two or 

three, or only children. Unfortunately, only a few of them are old folks. 

And those who are not, should not count themselves as Christians; nor 

should they be comforted with much babbling about the forgiveness of 

sins and the grace of Christ, as though they were Christians—like the 

Antinomians do. (Luther’s Works, v.41, p.146-147) 

 

Catechism - Lord’s Prayer, The 

Conclusion & Meaning (LW, p. 303)  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

What does this mean?  This means that I 

should be certain that these petitions are 

pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are 

heard by Him; for He Himself has 

commanded us to pray in this way and 

has promised to hear us. Amen, amen 

means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Collect for Advent Four (Rorate Coeli) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, we implore 

You, and come among us, that by Your 

grace whatever is hindered by our sins 

may yet be speedily accomplished 

through Your mercy and satisfaction; for 

You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

For The Church, General Prayer 4 

O CHRIST, the Word of the Father, by Whom all things were 

created: Keep, we beseech Thee, Thy Church gathered together 

from the various nations of the Gentiles: that while we love 

Thee with a pure heart, we may come to the joys of Thine 

eternal Kingdom; Who livest and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.  
 (Oremus, 1925, p.67-68). 
 

This side of the baptismal 

font includes Jesus and the 

little children from Mt 19:13-

15, “Let the little children 

come to me….” 



  

Days leading to Christmas:  December 23-25, 2019 

Psalm – Dec 23-24 Psalm 98 (LW, p.338-339)  

  Dec 25 Psalm 2 (LW, p. 313-314)        

Hymn – LW #35 "We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name" 

Daily Readings –  
23 Monday 

 O Emmanuel 
Is 43:25—44:20 Rev 11:1—19 

24 Tuesday 

 

3:00 PM 

 

11:00 PM 

Is 44:21—45:13, 20-25;  

Daniel 10:1-12:13, Isaiah 48:1-22 

Rev 12: 1—17 

Vigil of the Nativity – Divine Service 

Isa 7:10-14; 1 John 4:7-16; Matthew 1:18-25 

Christ’s Mass at Midnight 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

25 Wednesday 

8:00 AM 

 

9:00 AM 

Isaiah 49:1-18 Mathew 1:1-17 

Christmas Matins 

Micah 5:2-5a, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:15-20 

Christ’s Mass Day 

 Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Hebrews 1:1-12, John 1:1-18 

 

Vigil of the Nativity (Christmas Eve) 

#5-The Supernatural Sermon and Light 

Now it is clear that nature could not have discovered such a 

doctrine, nor could all the ingenuity, reason and wisdom of the world 

have thought it out. Who would be able to discover by means of his 

own efforts, that faith in Christ makes us one with Christ and gives 

us for our own all that is Christ's? Who would be able to discover 

that no works are of any value except those intended to benefit our 

neighbor?  Nature teaches no more than that which is wrought by the 

law. Therefore it falls back upon its own work, so that this one thinks 

he fulfills the commandment by founding some institution or order, 

that one by fasting, this one by the kind of clothes he wears, that one 

by going on pilgrimages; this one in this manner, that one in that 

manner; and yet all their works are worthless, for no one is helped by 

them. Such is the case at the present time in which the whole world is 

blinded and is going astray through the doctrines and works of men, 

so that faith and love along with the Gospel have perished.  

36. Therefore the Gospel properly apprehended, is a 

supernatural sermon and light which makes known Christ only. 

This is pointed out first of all by the fact that it was not a man that 

made it known to others, but that an angel came down from heaven   

For The Church, For the Parish Church 2 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, Who callest men to the 

service of Thy sanctuary: Vouchsafe to all who here minister 

before Thee the direction, aid and counsel of Thy Holy Spirit, 

that they may serve Thee with pure hearts and holy lives; 

preach Thy Word according to Thy loving purpose in Christ 

Jesus; humbly and devoutly administer Thy sacraments; and be 

found acceptable to Thee as good and faithful stewards of Thy 

grace; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.69). 
 

For The Church, For the Parish Church 3 

MOST Merciful Father, Who hast revealed Thy love in Jesus 

Christ, Thy dear Son, and through Thy Holy Word dost 

announce the precious message of salvation in Him: Vouchsafe 

Thy love to all who hear Thy Word read and preached in this 

place, that, called to Thy service, they may hold fast the truth, 

and faithfully bear, unto the end, the yoke of Jesus Christ, Thy 

dear Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and 

the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 (Oremus, 1925, p.69-70). 
 



  

First Sunday after Epiphany 

#13-Heathen Enlightened by the Gospel 

That the wise men came to Jerusalem and inquired after the newborn 

king signifies nothing else than that the heathen were enlightened 

through the Gospel, came into the Christian church and sought 

Christ. For Jerusalem is a figure of the Christian church, into which 

God's people are gathered, which in German may be called, vision of 

peace, because in the Christian church peace is seen, that is, when all 

have a good conscience, and peaceful confidence of heart, who, 

being in the Christian church and being true Christians, have 

forgiveness of sins through the grace of God. 133. Now in this 

peaceful place, Herod the devourer of men, would reign at all times; 

for all the doctrines and works of men, have in them this vexatious 

evil, that they in their very nature mislead, oppress, and destroy the 

true Jerusalem, ensnaring good consciences and pious hearts, 

teaching them to trust in themselves and in their good works, thereby 

causing faith to perish, peace and a good conscience to be destroyed, 

while the rule of Herod with its great show and clamor and faithless 

works, alone remains. This is what our Gospel wishes to say, that 

thus Christ was born and sought after at the time of Herod, in the 

very city of his kingdom. For evangelical truth wages its whole 

warfare with the false holiness of Herod, and every time it renews the 

strife it finds Herods, who rule the people with their doctrines and 

human works, and these things are so for no other reason than that 

the truth condemns these doings of theirs and teaches the pure grace 

of God instead of works and pure faith instead of law, in order to 

rescue the people of God from the reign of Herod, and save them for 

the true Jerusalem. (Luther’s Church Postil, V. 1.1, #132-133, p. 371- 

372). 

 
Collect for Epiphany One 

O Lord, we implore You mercifully to receive the prayers of Your 

people who call upon You, and grant that they may both perceive and 

know what things they ought to do and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

and made known to the shepherds the birth of Jesus, while no human 

being knew anything about it. (Luther’s Church Postil, V. 1.1, #35-36, 

p. 147) 

 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First Question 

What is Baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God?  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

[Matt. 28:19] 

 

Collect for Vigil of the 

Nativity (Dec 24) 

O God, who makes us to 

rejoice in the yearly 

expectation of the feast of 

our redemption: grant that 

we who joyfully receive 

the only begotten Son as a 

Redeemer, may behold, 

without fear, the same 

Lord Jesus Christ coming 

as our judge;  who lives 

and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  AMEN   

This side of the baptismal 

font depicts Psalm 42, “As 

the deer pants for streams 

of water, so my soul pants 

for you, O God.”  We are 

satisfied with our Lord’s 

baptismal provisions.  

When downcast, we hope 

in God! 



  

Christ’s Mass at Midnight 

#6-Christ Was Born at Midnight-Into a Dark World 
In the second place it is pointed out by the fact that Christ was born at 

midnight, by which he indicates that all the world is in darkness as to its 

future and that Christ cannot be known by mere reason, but that knowledge 

concerning him must be revealed from heaven.  

38. In the third place, it is shown by the light that shined around the 

shepherds, which teaches that here there must be an entirely different light 

than that of human reason. Moreover, when St. Luke says, Gloria Dei, the 

glory of God, shone around them, he calls that light a brightness, or the 

glory of God, Why does he say that? In order to call attention to the 

mystery and reveal the character of the Gospel. For while the Gospel is a 

heavenly light that teaches nothing more than Christ, in whom God's 

grace is given to us and all human merit is entirely cast aside, it exalts 

only the glory of God, so that henceforth no one may be able to boast of his 

own power; but must give God the glory, that it is of his love and goodness 

alone that we are saved through Christ.  (Luther’s Church Postil, V. 1.1, 

#36-38, p. 147-148). 

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass at Midnight (Dec 24/25) 
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light, grant, we implore You, that as we have known on earth the 

wonders of that Light, we may also come to the fullness of its joys in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

 

Christmas Dawn Matins 

#7-Not All Mangers Have Christ 

He lies in the manger. Notice here that nothing but Christ is to be 

preached throughout the whole world. What is the manger but the 

congregations of Christians in the churches to hear the 

preaching? We are the beasts before this manger; and Christ is laid 

before us upon whom we are to feed our souls. Whosoever goes to 

hear the preaching, goes to this manger; but it must be the 

preaching of Christ. Not all mangers have Christ neither do all 

sermons teach the true faith. There was but one manger in Bethlehem 

in which this treasure lay, and besides it was an empty and despised 

manger in which there was no fodder. Therefore the preaching of the 

Gospel is divorced from all other things, it has and teaches nothing 

besides Christ; should anything else be taught, then it is no more the  

by their possession of the holy word of God.  (Luther’s Works, v.41, 

p.147-148) 

 

Collect for Baptism of Our Lord 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose voice was heard at the baptism of 

Your only-begotten Son, declaring Him to be the one with whom You 

are well-pleased, pour down Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful 

people that we may rejoice in this same sonship that we have received 

from You through our baptism into Christ; who lives and reigns with 

You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Third Question  

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in 

the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 

water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, 

as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that, 

having been 

justified by His 

grace, we might 

become heirs 

having the hope of 

eternal life. This is 

a trustworthy 

saying.” [Titus 3:5–

8]  

Noah’s Ark teaches 

God’s salvation through 

water, a symbol of 

baptism, which saved 

us (1 Peter 3:18-22). 



  

Week leading to the Baptism of Our Lord:  January 7-12, 2020 

Psalm - Psalm 45 (LW, p. 327) 

- Psalm 84 (LW, p.335)  

Hymn – LW #77 "The People That in Darkness Sat" 
Daily Readings –  

7 Tuesday Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 
Optional Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 

Romans 1:1-17 

8 Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 

Catechesis on Matthew 3:13-17 

9 Thursday Ezekiel 3:12-28 
Optional Ezekiel 4:1-11:25 

Romans 2:1-16 

10 Friday Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 
Optional Ezekiel 19:1-24:27 

Romans 2:17-29 

11 Saturday Ezekiel 33:1-20 Romans 3:1-18 

12 Sunday       

8:00 AM 

 

10:15 AM 

Ezekiel 34:1-24 Romans 3:19-31 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Kings 8:6-13, Romans 12:1-5, Luke 2:41-52 

The Baptism of Our Lord   

Joshua 3:1-3,7-8,13-17; 1Cor 1:26-31; Matthew 3:13-17 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

#12 Where can such a Christian Holy People (the Church) be 

Found? 

Well then, the Children’s Creed teaches us (as was said) that a 

Christian holy people is to be and to remain on earth until the 

end of the world. This is an article of faith that cannot be terminated 

until that which it believes comes, as Christ promises, “I am with you 

always, to the close of the age” [Matt. 28:20]. But how will or how 

can a poor confused person tell where such Christian holy people 

are to be found in this world? Indeed, they are supposed to be in 

this life and on earth, for they of course believe that a heavenly 

nature and an eternal life are to come, but as yet they do not possess 

them. Therefore they must still be in this life and remain in this 

life and in this world until the end of the world. For they profess, 

“I believe in another life”; thereby they confess that they have not yet 

arrived in the other life, but believe in it, hope for it, and love it as 

their true fatherland and life, while they must yet remain and tarry 

here in exile—as we sing in the hymn about the Holy Spirit, “As 

homeward we journey from this exile. Lord, have mercy.” We shall 

now speak of this.  First, the holy Christian people are recognized 

manger of Christ, but the manger of war horses full of temporal things 

and of fodder for the body. , 51. 

But in order to show that Christ 

in swaddling clothes represents 

the faith in the Old Testaments, 

we will here give several 

examples…” (Luther’s Church 

Postil, V. 1.1, #50-51, p. 151-152). 
 

Collect for Christ’s Mass 

Dawn (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, 

almighty God, that we, upon 

whom is poured the new light of 

Thy Word made flesh, may 

show forth in our actions that 

which by faith shineth in our 

minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  AMEN  

For The Church, General Prayer 5 

O THOU Who art great and highly to be praised: Spread 

abroad the faith of Thy Church into all realms, to the end, that 

as in all its degrees Thou art acknowledged to be GOD, Thou 

mayest also be praised in the united devotion of her members; 

receive of Thy mercy, her prayers, and in the midst of the 

tempests of this world, be Thou her watchful Pilot, so that we 

may by Thy mercy enter that City which Thou hast founded for 

ever and ever, and may be received therein, and may tell within 

its towers Thy marvelous works; through Jesus Christ, Thy 

Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with the Father and the 

Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 (Oremus, 1925, p.68). 
 

Noah’s Ark is resting on a hill as the waters of the deep break forth. 



  

Christ’s Mass Day 

#8-The Preachers Are God’s Messengers; The Shepherds the 

Learners 

Here then we have these two, the faith and the Gospel, that these 

and nothing else are to be preached throughout Christendom. Let us 

now see who are to be the preachers and who the learners. The 

preachers are to be angels, that is, God's messengers, who are to 

lead a heavenly life, are to be constantly engaged with God's 

Word that they under no circumstances preach the doctrine of 

men. It is a most incongruous thing to be God's messenger and not to 

further God's message. Angelus means a messenger, and Luke calls 

him God's messenger (Angelus Domini)….  

55. There is no more terrible plague, misfortune or cause for 

distress upon earth than a preacher who does not preach God's 

Word; of whom, alas, the world today is full; and yet they think they 

are pious and do good when indeed their whole work is nothing but 

murdering souls, blaspheming God and setting up idolatry, so that it 

would be much better for them if they were robbers, murderers, and 

the worst scoundrels, for then they would know that they are doing 

wickedly. But now they go along under spiritual names and show, as 

priest, bishop, pope, and are at the same time ravening wolves in 

sheeps' clothing, and it would be well if no one ever heard their 

preaching.  56. The learners are shepherds, poor people out in the 

fields.  (Luther’s Church Postil, V. 1.1, #54-56, p. 153-154). 

 

Collect for Christ’s Mass Day (Dec 25) 

Grant, we implore You, heavenly Father, that the new birth of Your 

only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free, who are held in the 

old bondage under the yoke of our sin; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Collect for The Epiphany of Our Lord 

O God, who by the leading of a star made manifest Your only-begotten 

Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we, who know You now by 

faith, may after this life joyfully behold Your glorious Godhead; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

The Good Shepherd Window 



  

The Epiphany of Our Lord:  January 6, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 72(LW, p. 332) 

Hymn – LW #77 "The People That in Darkness Sat" 
Daily Readings –  

6 Monday       

 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

Church undecorating, 6 PM 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – Divine Service 

(with burning of Christmas Tree following service) 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

#11-The Star 

Now, what is the “star”? It is nothing else than the new light, the 

oral and public preaching of the Gospel. Christ has two witnesses 

of his birth and kingdom; the one is the Scripture, the written Word; 

the other is the voice or the word preached orally. The same word 

Paul calls in 2 Cor. 4, 6, and Peter in 2 Pet. 1, 19, a light and lamp. 

124. The Scriptures are not understood until the light is risen, for 

through the Gospel the prophets arose; therefore the star must first 

arise and shine. In the New Testament sermons must be preached 

orally, with living voices publicly, and that which formerly lay 

concealed in the letter and secret vision must be proclaimed in 

language to the ear. Since the New Testament is nothing else than a 

resurrection and revelation of the Old Testament, as Rev. 5, 9 

testifies, where the Lamb of God opens the Book with its seven seals. 

We furthermore see that all the preaching of the apostles was nothing 

else than a presentation of the Scriptures upon which they built. 

Christ did not write his doctrines himself as Moses did, but he gave 

them orally, and commanded that they should be published abroad by 

preaching, and he did not command that they should be written. 

Likewise the Apostles wrote very little, except Peter, Paul, John, 

Matthew and a few others; from the rest we have nothing, for many 

do not consider the epistles of James and Jude apostolic writings. 

Those who have written do nothing more than direct us to the 

Scriptures of the Old Testament, just as the angel directed the 

shepherds to the manger and the swaddling clothes and the star led 

the wise men to Bethlehem. (Luther’s Church Postil, V. 1.1, #123-

124, p. 371-372).  

  



  

Week leading to Christmas One:  December 26-29, 2019 

Psalm - Psalm 111 (LW, p.344-345)  

Hymn – LW #35 "We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name" 

Daily Readings –  
26 Thursday  

No service 

Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8 Matthew 1:18-25 

St Stephen, First Martyr  

2 Chron. 24:17-22, Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-60, Matt 23:34-39 

27 Friday    

   10:30 AM 

Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist   

Hosea 14:1-9, 1John 1:1-10, John 21:19b-24 

28 Saturday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 52:13-54:10 Matthew 2:13-23 

Holy Innocents   

Jer. 31:15-17, Rev 14:1-5, Matthew 2:13-18 

29 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 55:1-13 Luke 1:1-25 

Sunday after Christ’s Mass  

Isaiah 11:1-5; Gal 4:1-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

#9 A False Church without Repentance, Faith or Renewal Denies 

Christ 

For they, having rejected and being unable to understand the Ten 

Commandments, preach much about the grace of Christ, yet they 

strengthen and comfort only those who remain in their sins, telling 

them not to fear and be terrified by sins, since they are all removed 

by Christ. They see and yet they let the people go on in their 

public sins, without any renewal or reformation of their lives. 

Thus it becomes quite evident that they truly fail to understand the 

faith and Christ, and thereby abrogate both when they preach about 

it. How can he speak lightly about the works of the Holy Spirit in the 

first table—about comfort, grace, forgiveness of sins—who does not 

heed or practice the works of the Holy Spirit in the second table, 

which he can understand and experience, while he has never 

attempted or experienced those of the first table? Therefore it is 

certain that they neither have nor understand Christ or the Holy 

Spirit, and their talk is nothing but froth on the tongue, and they are 

as already said, true Nestoriuses and Eutycheses, who confess or 

teach Christ in the premise, in the substance, and yet deny him in 

the conclusion or idiomata; that is, they teach Christ and yet destroy 

him through their teaching.  (Luther’s Works, v.41, p.147) 

 

 reason into captivity and be subject to divine truth. Abraham and his 

seed received the foolish rite of circumcision, in order that by it they 

should give glory to God and suffer him alone to be wise.  (Luther’s 

Church Postil, V. 1.1, #3-4, p. 309-310). 

 

Collect for the Eve of the Name of Jesus (December 31) 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, who sent Your only-begotten Son to be 

our Savior and so gave Him the name of Jesus, mercifully grant that 

we who worship His name on earth may joyfully behold Him in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Collect for the Circumcision of Our Lord (January 1) 

O Lord God, who for our sakes made Your blessed Son, our Savior, 

subject to the Law and caused Him to endure the circumcision of the 

flesh, grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit, that our hearts may 

be pure from all sinful desires and lusts; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  

For The Church, For the Parish Church 1 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, Whom the heaven of 

heavens cannot contain, yet Who art willing to have an house 

fashioned by man, wherein Thine honor dwelleth and where 

men may worship Thee: Of Thy love and mercy, we beseech 

Thee, vouchsafe Thy presence here that this Church which we 

have reared to the glory of Thy name, may by Thee be accepted 

and hallowed, to the end that souls may here be gathered, 

nourished in Thy love, and made fruitful in Thy service; 

through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.   (Oremus, 1925, p.69.) 



  

Eve of the 

Name/Circumcision 

of Our Lord 

#9.5 – God 

Humiliates His 

Preachers To Be 

Fools 

Therefore God was 

not concerned 

about the 

circumcision, but 

about the 

humiliation of 

proud nature and 

reason. 4. So we 

also have baptism in 

the New Testament, 

in order that we 

should be buried in 

the water, and 

believe that we are 

thereby cleansed 

from sins and saved; 

also, that Christ's 

body \ is in the 

bread of the altar; 

also, that we 

worship the 

crucified man as 

Lord and God. All this is immeasurably far above, and contrary to, 

reason. So the works and words of God are all contrary to reason, 

and this, in turn, is also contrary to God and recoils at the sign that is 

spoken against. Before men it was a very foolish speech, when Noah 

built the ark and said, the world would be flooded. So Lot must needs 

have been a fool, when he said, Sodom and Gomorrah would perish. 

Moses and Aaron were fools before King Pharaoh. In short, God's 

Word and his preachers must be fools, as St. Paul says, 1 Cor. 1, 

21. In all this God seeks nothing but this humility, that man bring his 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, First Question 

What is Baptism?  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God?  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

[Matt. 28:19] 
 

Collect for Christmas One 
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your good 

pleasure, that in the name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound 

in good works; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

For The Church, In Time of Trial 

LET the sorrows and woes of Thy suffering Church come 

before Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, and as Thou hast promised to 

be with her always, even unto the end of the world, hallow the 

trials by Thy loving, strengthening presence and strengthen her 

to endure affliction faithfully, enable her to carry her cross after 

Thee and to be faithful even unto death that she may come to 

the glory which Thou wilt reveal, where Thou livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. Amen.  (Oremus, 1925, p.68). 
 

On May 27, 1896 the second church building was demolished by 

a tornado.  This is the third church building, slightly smaller than 

the first, dedicated Dec. 4, 1896. It is able to seat 1100 people. 



  

Week leading to Christmas Two:  Dec. 30, 2019 - January 5, 2020 

Psalm  -  Psalm 89(Not in LW)  

Hymn – LW #35 "We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name" 

Daily Readings –  
30 Monday Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21 Luke 1:26-38 

31 Tuesday 

7:00 PM 

Isaiah 60:1-22 Luke 1:39-56 

Eve of the Name of Jesus 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 8:31-39, Matthew 1:18-21 

1 Wednesday 

No service 

Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80 

The Circumcision of Our Lord 

Gen 17:1-4, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 2:21 

2 Thursday  Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 

3 Friday       Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

4 Saturday Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

5 Sunday       

10:15 AM 

Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

Second Sunday after Christmas   

Genesis 46:1-7, 1 Peter 4:12-19, Matthew 2:13-23 

 

#10 A False Church Has a “Holiness” Greater than Christian 

Holiness 

All this then has been said about Christian holiness, which the 

pope does not want. He has to have one that is much holier, 

namely, that found in the prescription of chasubles, tonsures, 

cowls, garb, food, festivals, days, monkery, nunning, masses, 

saint-worship, and countless other items of an external, bodily, 

transitory nature. Whether one lives under it without faith, fear of 

God, hope, love, and whatever the Holy Spirit, according to the first 

table, effects, or in misbelief, uncertainty of heart, doubts, contempt 

of God, impatience with God, and false trust in works (that is, 

idolatry), not in the grace of Christ and his merit, but in the 

atonement by works, even selling the surplus ones to others and 

taking in exchange all the goods and wealth of the world as well 

earned—all that is of no consequence because a man may be holier 

than Christian holiness itself. 

Thus, in the second table it matters not that they teach 

disobedience toward parents and rulers, that they even murder, make 

war, set people against each other, envy, hate, avenge, are unchaste, 

lie, steal, are usurious, defraud, and indulge in every villainy to the 

utmost. Just throw a surplice over your head and you are holy in 

accordance with the Roman church’s holiness, and you can indeed 

be saved without the Christian holiness. But we will pay no attention to 

these filthy people, for any effort expended on them will be futile. 

“God’s wrath has come upon them at last,” as St. Paul says [I Thess. 

2:16]. Instead, we shall discuss the church among ourselves. (Luther’s 

Works, v.41, p.147-148) 
 

Catechism - The Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Second Question  

What benefits does Baptism give?  It works forgiveness of sins, rescues 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 

this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God?  Christ our Lord says in 

the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” [Mark 

16:16] 
 

Collect for Christmas Two 
O Lord God, heavenly Father, who allowed Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, to become a 

stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sake and led Him safely home to His 

fatherland, mercifully grant that we poor sinners who are strangers and sojourners in 

this perilous world, may finally come to our true home and  fatherland, to live in joy 

and glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

The present organ was repaired and enlarged in 1928, with 

chimes added in 1932.  It has 26 ranks, 77 stops, and 1679 pipes 

ranging in size from less than an inch to 16 feet. 


