BECOMING A
GENEROUS
STEWARD
YOU R GU I D E TO J OY F U L G EN ERO S ITY
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Introduction
Among my friends and family, I have the reputation for being cheap. I prefer using the term “frugal.” My
father observed that I was frugal with my money, but quite willing to spend his money. When it was my
money, I saw my savings as a security blanket. When it was dad’s money, I saw his money as a resource, and
I gladly spent it.
I have the same tendency today. When I think about my money, I prefer to squirrel it away. I see it as
security to protect me on a “rainy day.” But it is not my money. It is really God’s money. As I realize it is his
money, I see these funds as a resource to fulfill his mission. I am just managing his money as he desires,
hopefully as a generous steward.
And it is not just about money. Everything belongs to the Lord—our time, talent, and treasure. God is
leading us to become generous stewards in all areas of life.
We at Calvary Provision are pleased to provide this booklet to you, guiding you to joyful generosity in your life.
Joe Lineberry
Executive Director, Calvary Provision

How to Use This Guide
You can use this in your personal Bible study time, or read it as a group and discuss these ideas.
1.

First, review the biblical truths about stewardship and generosity. Ponder the insights and questions
under each topic.

2.

Go to the Lord in prayer asking for his wisdom and guidance. The Joyful Generosity Prayer Guide is
provided as a resource in this booklet. Write down what the Lord is speaking to you about.

3.

Finally, act on what God has told you. Calvary Provision is available to help you sort through your
giving options.
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WHAT
HAS GOD
ENTRUSTED
TO YOU?
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STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship and generosity are two sides of the same coin, two aspects of the same truth. The truth is all we
think we own, actually belongs to God. (Deuteronomy 10:14)
Stewardship reflects our responsibility to be stewards of all God has entrusted to us. As stewards, we manage
God’s resources according to his will and purpose (Matthew 25:21). Some interpret the Bible to say our tithe
is just a starting point in our stewardship. (Malachi 3:10)
We want to be responsible, obedient managers for him. This attitude requires God’s transformation of our
mind and will. (Romans. 12:1)

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” 1 Corinthians 4:2 (ESV)
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HOW CAN I
SAY THANKS
FOR ALL YOU
HAVE DONE
FOR ME?
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GENEROSITY
Generosity reflects our heartfelt desire to share with others all that God has entrusted to us. While
our stewardship is motivated by obedience and responsibility, our generosity is motivated by
gratitude and joy. (2 Corinthians 9:7)
A generous attitude results from God’s transformation of our hearts (Psalms 51:10). It is a spiritual
gift to be developed as we listen and obey God’s voice.

“We have different gifts . . . If your gift is . . . giving, then give generously.” Romans 12:6-8 (NIV)
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HOW IS
THE LORD
LEADING YOU
TO INVEST
YOUR TIME?
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Investing God’s Resource

TIME

All time belongs to God—our days on earth and the time and seasons of creation. He is the
beginning and the end of all things, including time. (Revelation 1:8)
Our time is his resource for us, so we may live the life he has given and complete the work he has
called us to do. (John 17:4)
Time is for us to invest rather than to spend. This privilege of managing and investing time has a
great reward. When we invest in those things that have eternal value—God, his Word, and other
people—we are able to preserve our investments for eternity.

“So then be careful how you live. Do not be unwise, but wise, making the best use of your time.”
Ephesians 5:15-16a (International Standard Version)
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GOD, HOW
DO YOU
WANT TO
USE YOUR
GIFTS?
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Investing God’s Gift

TALENT

When we speak of talent, we address a broad range of abilities, skills, and capabilities. Natural talent is given
to mankind as a reflection of being made in the image of God the creator. Spiritual gifts are given by his
Spirit to the Church for believers to serve one another. It’s important to consider where your talents came
from and how God wants you to invest them. Your creative capacity in art, music, literature, or your ability
for a craft or profession—God created and endowed each of us with our unique combination of talents.
(Psalms 139:13-16, Romans 12:6, 1 Corinthians 12:1)
Our talents come from God, and he wants to use them in us to bring glory to him and to benefit others. In
this way he works through us to fulfill his will and accomplish his mission. (Romans 12:4-8)

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace”
1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)
11

GOD, HELP
US TO STOP
COVETING
YOUR
TREASURE.
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Managing and Investing God’s Riches

TREASURE

Why are we so tempted to treat God’s riches as our treasure? We tend to use wealth for security and comfort.
We may not realize the addictive power of what Jesus called “mammon” or the drive for money, which
distracts and distorts from his purposes. (1 Timothy 6:9-10, Luke 8:14)
As Christ followers, we have been set free from that kind of bondage so that we may receive what he gives
and manage it according to his purposes. As we grow in our relationship of faithful stewardship of his riches,
he expands our opportunities to serve others on his behalf. (Matthew 25:21, 28). Our own purpose in life is
fulfilled as we invest in eternal things. Knowing our reward is Christ himself and an eternity with him, we
can look forward to hearing him say, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’ (Matthew 25:23 NIV)

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21 (NIV)
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GENEROSITY
COMES FROM
A WILLING
HEART.
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LISTENING TO GOD

Here is your chance to make this guide personal, to listen to God speaking to your soul about your
role as a generous steward. We are offering a few ideas to guide your prayer times.
•

The grace of Jesus Christ is the primary motivation for our generosity. Reflect upon this truth and give
thanks to him for all the things he has done for you. Allow his Spirit to remind you of specific times
when you trusted him through faith, when he answered your prayers by giving you beyond what you
asked or even thought was possible. (2 Cor 8:7-9)

•

Most of us know the impulse of generosity at Christmas or other special occasions. Generosity often
begins with a strong feeling of love and concern. To be fruitful, our good intentions must lead us to a
plan of action. Ask the Lord to bring to your mind any possible unfulfilled promises of your generosity.
Ask him to give you wisdom and courage to make a plan and to follow through with an open hand.
(2 Cor 8:10-15)

•

Generosity comes from a willing heart. Then we personalize God’s call on our heart, looking for the
opportunities put before us. Ask the Lord to remind you of specific experiences when your heart was
stirred to give and the joy that you experienced by following through God’s call at that time. (2 Cor 9:1-9)

•

The great thing about generosity is that we can give from what has been supplied to us. We are
privileged to be stewards of all that God has provided to us. God supplies everything we need to be
generous. Reflect on what he has given specifically to you (your time, your talents, and your treasure),
Ask him what he wants you to do as a steward of (1) your time, (2) your abilities, and (3) your financial
resources. Then be still and listen. (2 Cor 9:10-15)
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How Calvary Provision Can Help You
At Calvary Provision we help you fulfill your calling as a generous steward. We pray and work with
you to find the best solution for your God-inspired generosity. In our one-on-one sessions, we
confidentially help you:
•

Clarify your goals

•

Evaluate your choices

•

Reduce your taxes, where applicable

•

Implement your giving plan
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Calvary Provision is your personal resource for joyful generosity.
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“Not that [we] seek the gift itself, but [we] seek the profit
which increases to your heavenly account, the blessing which
is accumulating for you.”
Philippians 4:17 (AMP)
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A PRAYER FOR GENEROUS LIVING
How do I live it?
How do I give it
Without limit?
If I didn’t live it,
If I didn’t give it,
What would I do with it?
What is it?
What is it that I fear?
What is it I hold dear?
Please make it clear.
Show me in my mirror.
What is it?
Once You show it,
Once I know it,
Don’t let me fear it.
I want Your Spirit
To deliver it...
To deliver me.
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